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One of the most prominent aspects of the quiet revolution Turkey has 
been experiencing since 2002 is the paradigm shift in foreign po-
licy. The “let live so that the state may live” principle which forms 
the philosophy of our ancient state tradition is now at the heart of 

our foreign policy, as well as domestic policy. We re-opened Turkey, which was 
introverted for many years, to the rest of the world in line with its cultural and 
geographical depth. Thanks to its entrepreneurial and humanitarian foreign 
policy, Turkey has the fifth most comprehensive representation network in the 
world. We have never compromised on justice, conscience and humanitarian 
values while defending our nation’s interests on all platforms.

The new administrative system accelerated the transformation of Turkish fo-
reign policy. The Presidential System of Government created new dynamism in 
our diplomacy by increasing the cooperation, solidarity and harmony among 
the state’s institutions. In this new era, Turkey has started to defend its vision 
for global peace and justice with more determination. Turkey’s Presidency of 
G20 and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation marked the most active ye-
ars in these organizations’ histories. Turkey started initiatives and worked ef-
fectively on income inequality, the fight against terrorism, Islamophobia and 
cultural racism.

The need for a global structure based on justice and equity is an undeniable 
reality of our times. The established order, the foundations of which were laid 
after WWI and which was fortified after WWII, has not been producing justice 
and stability for a long time. Especially the United Nations Security Council 
is locked under the interests of and conflicts among its five permanent mem-
bers. The Security Council has been unable to prevent the massacres in Bosnia, 
Kosovo, Rwanda, Yemen and Rakhine; it has also failed to prevent the violent 
murder of 1 million people in Turkey’s neighboring country Syria. More impor-
tantly, some states think that they fall outside and above the scope of Security 
Council resolutions and act recklessly, as we have seen in the case of Palesti-
ne and Jerusalem. The ongoing instabilities in Palestine, Syria and Yemen re-
establish the need for reform in the United Nations Security Council.
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Naturally, one cannot expect peacebuilding from a structure where 1.7 billion 
Muslims have no say and where the demands of 54 African countries, Latin 
America and South Asia are disregarded. An institution built on injustice can-
not establish justice. Turkey has been stating the difficulties posed by the Uni-
ted Nations’ current structure and its need for reform with the statement “The 
world is bigger than 5”. To make a concrete proposal concerning its objections, 
Turkey proposed a structure which would have 20 permanent members who 
rotate and which would take into consideration criteria such as geography, 
culture, religion and economic level. Turkey’s persistent efforts have made re-
forms a more prominent item on the agenda. Especially African and Asian co-
untries wronged by the system have given much more support to Turkey’s call. 
We believe that this synergy will play a critical role in turning the demands for 
reform into reality.

Our call of “The world is bigger than 5” strengthens the hope for a more just 
world at a time when millions of people are struggling with famine, shortages 
and civil wars. We are determined to carry the fight we are fighting on behalf of 
all victims and aggrieved people to higher levels. We will continue our fight un-
til we have a people-focused global system which prioritizes justice and equity.

This book is a compilation of the speeches I delivered mostly abroad as the 
President of Turkey since August 2014 and is a valuable work which exhibits 
Turkey’s justice- and equality-based foreign policy vision. I believe that this 
work which marks history and explains the principles of and efforts for new 
paradigms will be a reference book for politicians, researchers and scientists, 
as well as diplomats.

The presidential elections held on August 10, 2014 is one of the signifi-
cant turning points in our political history during the Republic era. In this 
election, the President, who represents the highest office of the state, was 
elected directly by the people for the first time. A new era began in Turkey 
after this election, which made the President truly ‘the People’s President.’ 
This era is defined by the strong link between the state and the people whe-
re the preferences and values of the people play a determining role in state 
administration.

As a President who was elected with 52% of the votes, I have been working 
from the first day I took office to fulfill the promises I made to our people. 
Inspired by the compass metaphor from Rumi, we firmly planted one foot 
in Turkey while visiting the world with the other one in order to pursue 
the policies of our country and people at the highest level. We never shied 
away from speaking the truth on matters that concern my people, my co-
untry, my brothers and those who are oppressed and who suffer around 
the world. Instead of the formerly passive and one dimensional understan-
ding of foreign policy, we engaged in active diplomacy by prioritizing the 
interests of our people and country, and raising our voice against injusti-
ce. Our understanding of foreign policy based on peace, justice and values 
was not rhetorical; it manifested itself in many regions including Syria, Pa-
lestine, Iraq, Somalia, the Balkans and Central Asia. As a result of our ef-
forts, Turkey is now providing the highest amount of humanitarian aid in 
the world as a ratio of its gross national product. At a time when the most 
developed countries in the world have closed their doors to the oppressed 
who are fleeing war, hunger and terrorism, our country has been hosting 
3 million asylum seekers from Syria and Iraq for the last 6 years without 
making any discrimination based on ethnic origin, language or religion.

INTRODUCTION
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These developments took place at a time when major changes took pla-
ce in the international system and political, economic and sociocultural 
fault lines became active in every corner of the world. While the effects 
of the 2008 global economic crisis still linger, poverty, income inequality 
and competition over energy resources are also growing with every pas-
sing day. The policies of intimidation and violence employed by the regi-
mes in Syria, Egypt, Iraq and many other countries towards their people 
cause serious destruction and social unrest. In addition, oppression and 
otherization policies provide fertile ground for terrorist organizations to 
exploit. As a result, we see terrorist organizations such as Daesh and Al 
Qaeda extending their global reach to cover broader geographies, thereby 
threatening mankind as a whole. Turkey has to face the consequences of 
regional instabilities as well as the threats emanating from various terro-
rist organizations.

In addition to the separatist terrorist organization which we have been 
fighting against for more than 30 years, we now find ourselves confronted 
with Daesh and YPG terrorist organizations as a result of the civil war 
and subsequent collapse of state administration in Syria. Currently, the 
most important threat of terrorism against our country originates from 
Syria, from the developments in that country. Since 2011, hundreds of 
thousands of innocent people have been massacred by a regime in Syria 
that perpetrates state terrorism against its own citizens by using ballistic 
missiles, chemical weapons and barrel bombs. More than 13 million pe-
ople had to leave their homes to flee this oppression and violence. Similar 
waves of migration are also the case from Iraq because of instability and 
conflict that have been raging on for many years. On the other hand, the 
Palestinian issue which remains a bleeding wound in the heart of the Is-
lamic world for half a century is the root cause of the tensions and crises 
in the region. This fire in the Islamic geography is spreading by engulfing 
other countries such as Yemen, Libya, Egypt and Somalia.

This Scale Cannot Bear This Weight

While these images showing the blood of innocent people being spilled tor-
ment us every day, the international system and the international orga-
nizations do nothing other than simply watch them. The United Nations, 
which should be the first place to devise solutions to crises, is unfortuna-
tely unable to effectively deal with such instability, terror and waves of 
migration. The United Nations defines itself as “an international organi-
zation aiming to provide justice and security, economic development and 
social equality between all nations and countries” in its Charter, but falls 
short of fulfilling this objective.

The inability of the United Nations to take action in face of conflict, mig-
ration and oppression in the Islamic geography in general and in Syria 
and Iraq in particular raise questions about the United Nations and, more 
specifically, the Security Council. In fact, this indifference is not the case 
only today; the position of the United Nations regarding various problems 
such as the Palestinian issue with a history of 50 years has always been 
criticized. The indifference of the United Nations to the massacres during 
the Bosnian War in the 1990s and its inability to prevent massacres in 
Rwanda go down in history as shameful illustrations of its incapacity. To-
day, we can further enumerate these examples. 

The events in Palestine, Syria, Iraq and Ukraine show that the existing 
international structure is not capable of achieving justice and finding 
solutions. This assessment is shared by many countries in the world. We, 
as Turkey, believe that the current system must change to respond to cur-
rent needs. For this purpose, we are doing everything in our power for the 
establishment of a more effective structure that will contribute to global 
peace, order and stability. To ensure a fairer representation, we demand 
fundamental changes with respect to the structure of the United Nations 
Security Council which has the power to impose sanctions. 
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“The League of Nations” which was established after World War I could 
not fulfill its duties and remained simply a bystander to the process that 
led to World War II; in the same way, maintaining the current makeup of 
the United Nations Security Council may lead to new sufferings and ma-
jor destruction.

It is impossible for the Security Council to fulfill its founding objectives wit-
hout a restructuring that takes into consideration current circumstances. 
This is because the Council with its existing structure does not serve glo-
bal peace and justice, but rather the policies of the 5 permanent members. 
There is no possibility for a decision to be approved unless all 5 perma-
nent members agree to it. The permanent members of the Security Coun-
cil represent the Asian, European and American continents only. From a 
religious point of view, it is predominantly Christian. The other important 
religious groups such as Muslims and Buddhists are unfortunately not 
represented at the Council. The Organization of Islamic Cooperation with 
56 members making up one third of the world’s population has, unfortu-
nately, no weight in this important mechanism. In terms of origin, some of 
the leading races in the world such as Arabs, Turks, Indians, Indonesians 
and Africans are not represented at the Council at all. The non-permanent 
members who are elected for a period of two years have no say in the deci-
sions of the Council.

It is clear that the Security Council can make greater contributions to world 
peace and security if all states, not just a few, are represented and have a 
say in the decisions. UN reform and the re-composition of the structure of 
the UN Security Council will, no doubt, be possible based on an agreement 
of all countries in the world. As Turkey, we have been voicing our propo-
sals in this regard for some time and asking other countries to discuss this 
issue. Our proposal regarding changes to the structure of the UN Security 
Council is expressed as “The World is Bigger than 5.” This proposal aims at 

ensuring that the structure of the Council represents the continents, faiths, 
origins and cultures as fairly as possible. We foresee the number of perma-
nent members of the Council as 20 instead of 5 with due consideration gi-
ven to the distribution between continents, faiths, origins and other factors. 
A rotation of the 20 countries in the Council may be considered. This will 
ensure the participation of all countries in the world in this important de-
cision-making mechanism. Ensuring decision-taking by qualified majority 
without granting any veto powers shall prevent any single country from 
blocking the whole system.

We are also aware that this criticism and the proposal by Turkey bother 
some countries that are in favor of the status quo. These circles do not wish 
to change the balance that was established after World War I and trans-
formed into its current form after World War II. Despite the major chan-
ges in the lives of people and societies and the shifting balance of power 
in the 70 years since then, these circles still want to preserve this old and 
outdated structure for their own interests. However, this system is the un-
derlying cause for many of the current disputes, clashes and tensions in 
the world today. Resisting the undeniable need for change casts a dark 
shadow not only over the present day, but also our future.

We must remember that the legitimacy of an international system that is 
incapable of preventing political conflicts and social and economic crises 
will eventually be questioned. In fact, the lack of trust in people’s consci-
ence with respect to the United Nations and other international organi-
zations undermines the expectations for justice and discourages millions 
of people. This lack of trust has become one of the fundamental sources of 
international terrorism that we face today. The double standard for the 
oppressed and the indifference to the massacre of children provide oxygen 
to terrorism around the world. Without justice, it is only natural to see 
insidious terrorist organizations flourish. 
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Mr. President, Mr. Secretary General, Es-
teemed Heads of State and Government, 
Esteemed Delegates, 

I salute you. It is my wish that the 69th 
United Nations General Assembly will 
serve the best interests of all countries, 
peoples and humanity.

I would like to congratulate Mr. Sam Ku-
tesa on his assumption of the Presidency 

and thank Mr. John William Ashe for his 
services.

Esteemed Delegates, 

We are holding the 69th UN General As-
sembly on the 100th anniversary of World 
War I which began in 1914. Even though 
a hundred years have passed, we observe 
with great sorrow that the region where 
World War I was fought still enjoys no 
peace, stability or prosperity.

The World Is Bigger Than 5

General Debate at the 69th United Nations General Assembly, 
New York, USA | September 24, 2014

As Turkey, we take every opportunity to express this sad truth as plainly 
as we can. We try to fulfill our duties for mankind not only by pointing 
out to the discrepancies in the system and asking for change, but also by 
providing humanitarian assistance. We provided more than 5 billion dol-
lars in international humanitarian aid and development aid in 2015. 
Turkey is among the greatest contributors to many organizations such as 
the United Nations, World Food Program and the Development Fund. Our 
organizations such as the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency 
(TİKA), Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency (AFAD) and the 
Turkish Red Crescent (Kızılay) are able to conduct humanitarian aid mis-
sions around the globe. We conduct such efforts in an inclusive manner 
without making any discrimination based on the religion, identity or ori-
gin of those in need. We expect international organizations to act with the 
same understanding. We will maintain our firm and principled stance in 
order to find sustainable solutions to the problems facing mankind. In this 
framework, we shall continue to strongly express our call for reforming the 
United Nations and the Security Council, particularly for the purpose of 
creating a more inclusive and effective structure.

A majority of the countries under the United Nations roof now share our 
view with respect to “The World is Bigger than 5”. We believe that being 
the voice and conscience of mankind will not cause harm to Turkey; on the 
contrary, it will add to our power and reputation. We are determined to 
proceed on this path in the future.
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Nations, the very house we are in today, is 
crushing the sense of justice and driving 
millions of people to despair. One of the 
fundamental sources of international ter-
rorism today is this lack of confidence in 
international organizations. The double 
standard employed against the innocent 
and the disregard for the murder of inno-
cent children provide a lifeline for terrorism 
around the world. When the masses give up 
on the United Nations and international or-
ganizations, they are driven by desperation 
and hopelessness into the trap of terrorism.

The problems in Iraq wrought devastation 
upon the Iraqi people. Recently, the prob-
lem has expanded beyond the borders of 
Iraq and, unfortunately, made Iraq a base 
for terrorist groups. The crisis in Iraq has 
a direct impact on all countries in the re-
gion, including my country. We contin-
ue to hope that the new government will 
make a new beginning in Iraq. Turkey will 
continue to stand by the people of Iraq for 
peace, order and stability. 

The Syrian problem has also begun to spill 
over its borders. The Palestinian problem 
that has been ongoing for half a century 
is the root cause of many of the problems 
in the region. A two-state solution in Pales-
tine, the lifting of the embargo on Gaza and 
the establishment of an independent and 
sustainable Palestinian State next to Israel 
are political, humanitarian and moral im-
peratives. A two-state solution for Palestine 
and Israel is debated at this forum, but talk 
is not enough. We need action. It is time to 
act; the time for talking is over. The United 

Nations needs to bring its weight to bear 
on the problems without delay and before 
more innocent people lose their lives.

I would like to emphasize that the world 
is bigger than five. The five countries that 
are permanent members of the United Na-
tions Security Council have rendered the 
United Nations ineffective in a way that is 
inconsistent with global realities. This is 
not something people of conscience in the 
world can accept because, effectively, the 
fate of all resolutions may be decided by a 
single country. If one country says, “No,” it 
is “No.” If it says “Yes,” then action is taken.

More than 2,000 innocent people were 
killed in Palestine in just a few months 
while the United Nations failed to devise 
a solution. More than 200,000 people have 
been killed in Syria in 4 years and almost 9 
million have been displaced, but the Unit-
ed Nations still cannot propose effective 
solutions. 2,000 people were killed with 
chemical weapons while 200,000 were 
killed with conventional weapons. I find 
it very strange that those who consider 
the killing of 2,000 people with chemical 
weapons a crime do not consider the kill-
ing of 200,000 people with conventional 
weapons in the same way. What kind of 
thinking is this? What kind of mentality is 
this? We must first see eye to eye on this 
point. The use of any weapon – be it chem-
ical or conventional – that kills people and 
living things is a crime.

Egypt’s democratically elected President 
is overthrown in a coup and thousands of 

There are serious crises from Iraq to Syria, 
Palestine to Yemen and in Egypt, Libya, Af-
ghanistan and Ukraine. Images that rend 
human conscience keep pouring in from 
across this large region. In the 21st centu-
ry, people are still dying from starvation 
and epidemics. Woman and children are 
savagely slaughtered in war. The rich coun-
tries of the world live in prosperity while 
poor countries struggle with starvation, 
malnutrition, epidemic diseases and lack 
of education.

Climate change is a serious test for all hu-
manity as a threat to the future of our plan-
et and our children.

These circumstances do not reflect well on 
human dignity and remind us that these 
problems directly impact all humanity as 
well as the United Nations. I would like to 
emphasize once again here at the 69th UN 
General Assembly that no one is innocent 
in a world where children are dying and be-
ing killed. No one’s life is safe. No one can 
live in sustainable peace and prosperity.

Just in the last year, 6.3 million children 
under the age of five died around the 
world. The war in Syria has claimed the 
lives of 17,000 children. 375,000 children 
have been injured. 19,000 children lost at 
least one organ. This year, 490 children 
were killed in the Gaza Strip in Palestine 
because they were directly targeted by the 
most modern and deadly weapons. Three 
thousand children were injured. Cameras 
captured and the world witnessed the mer-
ciless murder of children playing on the 

beach, running in parks, taking refuge in 
schools and mosques and huddling in the 
laps of their mothers which is the safest 
place they know on earth. 

We see many slanderous claims to silence 
those who are trying to draw the world’s at-
tention to the murder of women, children 
and even the disabled in Palestine. Those 
who object to the murders committed in 
Iraq and Syria and the violent suppression 
of democracy in Egypt are subjected to base-
less and unfair accusations; they are imme-
diately accused of supporting terrorism.

Those who harshly criticize some coun-
tries for “not having freedom of the press” 
ignore the murder of 16 reporters in Pal-
estine and pay no heed to the pressure on 
the members of the press. However, this 
has not gone unnoticed by people of con-
science around the world.

Let me be clear. Those who sit idly and si-
lently watch while children are killed, in-
nocent women are brutally murdered and 
coups with tanks and guns overthrow dem-
ocratically elected governments are open-
ly participating in these crimes against 
humanity. More importantly, this double 
standard on the part of the modern world 
creates a sense of deep insecurity among 
the masses.

Those who give up on the UN 
resort to terrorism 

The lack of confidence in international 
agencies and organizations and the United 
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erful European countries have only accept-
ed 130,000 Syrians. My county is hosting 
1.5 million refugees while Europe has only 
130,000. There are an additional 2.5 mil-
lion refugees in other countries. The Syr-
ian crisis is rapidly becoming a regional 
and global crisis. It is no longer possible 
to ignore this problem from a political or a 
humanitarian perspective.

We brought 102 people wounded in the at-
tacks in Gaza to our country for treatment. 
We opened our arms to 30,000 Yazidis flee-
ing Iraq.  Before we left for New York, we 
also opened our borders to Kurds forced 
to flee Syria and provided them with hu-
manitarian aid. My colleagues tell me that 
150,000 Syrians have entered our country 
in just last 5 days.

We embraced the Jews driven into exile 
from Europe 500 years ago and protect-
ed the rights of Christian communities in 
Europe throughout history. Similarly, we 
now welcome and provide assistance to 
everyone regardless of their religion, sect 
or race.

I am proud to say that Turkey has become 
the most generous country in the world, 
devoting twenty-one-thousandths of its 
national income to humanitarian assis-
tance. Furthermore, the legacy from our 
history enables us to maintain an impar-
tial stance in terms of defending and pro-
moting what is right in sectarian conflict 
and other crises.

Our country fights terrorism, 
does not support it

I would like to underline that Turkey is not 
a country that supports or turns a blind eye 
to terrorism. On the contrary, our country 
wages a very effective war on terror. We 
have been suffering from terrorism for the 
last 30 years. We still do.

Turkey is a country that opposes anti-Semi-
tism, Islamophobia and all types of racism. 
I am probably one of the few politicians in 
the whole world who has proclaimed that 
anti-Semitism is a crime against humani-
ty. But, in the same way, I emphasize that 
Islamophobia is a crime against humanity 
that must be acknowledged by the whole 
world.

Turkey strongly desires and works for a 
solution to the Cyprus problem, argues for 
an end to the occupation of Azeri territo-
ry and most vigorously defends territorial 
integrity in crisis-hit areas, particularly in 
Ukraine.

We will continue to support regional and 
global peace in every way. For our friends, 
we will continue to be an excellent friend. 
We will stand up to terrorism, tyrants, 
murderers and especially those who kill 
children. We will continue to defend de-
mocracy and prosperity with even greater 
determination and courage.

We travel the same path with all countries 
sharing these ideals and will cooperate 

innocent people are killed because they 
demand accountability for the votes they 
cast. In the meantime, the United Nations 
and democratic countries not only sit back 
and watch, but actually legitimize the per-
son who led the coup. If we are going to 
talk about democracy, we should respect 
the ballot box. If we are not going to defend 
democracy but those who take power with 
a coup, then I wonder why we have the 
United Nations.

It Is offensive to use Islam and 
terrorism together

The United Nations is unable to formulate 
an effective approach to counter the waves 
of chaos, terrorism and migration occur-
ring in Iraq right now. This silence, help-
lessness and unresponsiveness cannot be 
sustained much longer. Faster and more ef-
fective decision-making mechanisms need 
to be established to resolve regional and 
global problems and the United Nations 
must be more courageous when it comes 
to standing up for what is right.

Esteemed Delegates,

I would like to place special emphasis on 
the fact that we categorically reject terror-
ism in the name of religion. We believe that 
any such definition is an insult to all reli-
gions. We are vehemently opposed to using 
the concept of “Islam”, which means peace, 
in connection with terrorism. It is offensive 
to associate Islam and terrorism. Those who 
label inhumane acts as “Islamic” are being 
extremely disrespectful to all religions and 
humanity, and particularly to Islam.

Dear Friends,

Turkey is making every effort to ensure 
peace and prosperity in our region. We do 
not interfere in the domestic affairs of any 
country. We respect the territorial integrity 
of every country in our region and defend 
this principle vigorously.

We are sincerely working for peace, mutu-
al respect and a two-state solution in the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Our special in-
terest in the Palestinian issue is based on 
the principle that right to life is sacred for 
all. We approach issues in our region based 
solely on humanitarian motives based on 
conscience and not on race, religion, sect 
or special interest.

We are providing a safe haven 
for 1.5 million Syrians

We are providing shelter to 1.5 million peo-
ple who were forced to leave Syria, mostly 
by using our own resources. We are cur-
rently providing a safe haven for 1.5 mil-
lion people in my country. We are taking 
care of all their needs including food, med-
icine, education and health services. Are 
we receiving any significant support from 
the world? Unfortunately, not. To date, we 
spent more than 3.5 billion dollars on the 
Syrian refugees. Today, there are approxi-
mately 4 million Syrian refugees and 1.5 
million of them are in our country while 
the rest are in Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Egypt 
and other countries. In this context, I must 
raise an important issue: the rich and pow-
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with them. This is, in fact, the kind of part-
nership that humanity seeks right now.

I would also like to express that we look 
forward to your support regarding Tur-
key’s candidacy for non-permanent mem-
bership on the United Nations Security 
Council in 2015-2016. I also would like to 
express our thanks to the countries who 
have already indicated their support.

It is my hope that the 69th General Assem-
bly will be the beginning of a process that 
removes the bloodshed, tears, poverty and 
injustice from the globe. I wish the Gener-
al Assembly and Mr. Kutesa every success 
and convey Turkey’s greetings and the 
most heartfelt messages of peace to all of 
the countries and peoples represented at 
the United Nations. Thank you.

Esteemed Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Honorable Ministers, Distinguished 
Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you wholeheartedly. I hope that this 
two-day special meeting organized by the 
World Economic Forum in Istanbul is a 
success. 

First of all, I would like to thank Profes-
sor Schwab, his esteemed spouse and all 

directors and employees for holding this 
special meeting in Istanbul. I would like 
to welcome all our guests to this meeting 
and express my appreciation for the con-
tributions they have and will make to this 
important gathering.

Esteemed Guests and Dear Friends, 

We are going through a period of time 
marked by important shifts in the interna-

Turkey Is The Rising Star Of The 
Region And The World

World Economic Forum | Istanbul | September 28, 2014 
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members. If the Security Council is to con-
sist of 15 members, then these members 
could be replaced every two years or even 
every year. Such rotation should be con-
stant so that all 193 member states of the 
United Nations take their turn on the Secu-
rity Council. My fate should not constantly 
be decided by what those 5 members say.

Is the entire world held prisoner 
by what one member says at the 
UN?

There is currently oppression in Syria and 
Iraq, but when a decision needs to be made 
about this issue, all look to the United Na-
tions Security Council to see what they 
will say. So, what will these 5 countries 
say or, more importantly, what will a par-
ticular member among those five say? If 
one country says, ‘No,’ then all comes to a 
standstill at that point. No one can change 
that. So, does this mean that the fate of the 
whole world depends on what one mem-
ber might say? This needs to be changed. 
We must talk about this issue. It is inexpli-
cable why decisions at the United Nations 
with almost 200 member states should be 
left up to 5 countries.

In the same way, we see that the stance many 
international political and economic organ-
izations take on global problems is based on 
special interests and not on humanitarian 
and conscientious reasons; we can all see 
how this contributes to the threats.

This indifference about global problems is 
the most important factor contributing to 
their growth. The indifference, prejudice 
and injustice as well as double standards 
in dealing with popular democratic move-
ments and demands for justice in the Mid-
dle East have, unfortunately, fanned the 
flames of terrorism.

Let me ask this general question: are we 
going to support democratic regimes 
around the world or autocratic ones? 
There are some countries with autocratic 
regimes where the people are happy with 
the regime. If the people are satisfied, then 
there is nothing to say. But there are some 
regimes where the people are afraid and 
cannot speak up. In democratic regimes, 
we say, “The will of the people must be 
respected.” We say, “Whatever the people 
desire, whatever they want, it must be re-
spected.” However, a leader elected by 52% 
of the votes in a country – in other words, 
by the will of the people - is overthrown 
in a coup carried out by his own minister. 
Furthermore, the person who orchestrated 
the coup is legitimized by various coun-
tries around the world, even in the country 
known as the cradle of democracy. It is very 
interesting that the person who overthrew 
a leader elected by 52% of the population 
can deliver a speech at the United Nations. 
Is the United Nations a place for coup-plot-
ters or a place for those who are democrati-
cally elected? Is it a place where those from 
autocratic regimes that enjoy the support 
of the people speak? Should anyone and 
everyone speak there? If I, Tayyip Erdoğan, 
believe in democracy, then I will not have 

tional system; a time when political, eco-
nomic and sociocultural fault lines are be-
coming painfully apparent in every corner 
of the globe. Economic crises, poverty and 
income inequality combined with the pres-
sure on energy resources are creating chal-
lenging circumstances for countries and 
societies. In some countries, the policies of 
intimidation and violence perpetrated by 
regimes against their people continue to 
leave a huge wake of destruction. Terror-
ism has become more global and affects a 
larger part of the globe, so much so that it 
threatens global peace. Currently, Turkey 
is facing domestic terrorism as well as re-
gional terrorism and is surrounded by in-
ternational terrorism.

Problems like climate change, epidemics 
such as Ebola, environmental pollution, mi-
gration, xenophobia and racism continue to 
lead the list of global issues. I must empha-
size that these problems have grown to the 
point where they threaten not just certain 
countries or regions but the entire planet. It 
no longer seems possible for countries to re-
solve these problems on their own. It is now 
imperative that global, political and eco-
nomic organizations cooperate to resolve 
the problems of our century.

I shared my thoughts on these issues at the 
opening of the 69th United Nations General 
Assembly in New York this week. During my 
bilateral meetings at the Climate Summit and 
in the General Assembly, I emphasized the 
need for urgent action and how all of these 
problems have reached a point where they 
pose a serious threat to humanity as a whole.

International political and economic or-
ganizations, most notably the United 
Nations, are unfortunately ineffective in 
terms of taking measures to address the 
problems, which are threatening humani-
ty. Here, I wish to reiterate once again what 
I said at the General Assembly and many 
times when I was Prime Minister: “The 
world is bigger than 5.” We cannot leave 
the fate of the world in the hands of five na-
tions. The world is no longer a place shaped 
by the circumstances of World War II. In 
my bilateral meetings with heads of state 
or government, they all say, “You are ab-
solutely right. You are speaking the truth. 
The world is bigger than 5,” but no one says 
this from the podium when they speak. If 
we believe that the United Nations needs 
to be reformed, then let us get together and 
make a plan for it. Unfortunately, no steps 
are being taken in this regard. They all have 
concerns; many leaders and countries are 
worried about what country X will say if 
they talk about this issue or they wonder 
what country Y will say. They wonder what 
some country or other will say if they bring 
this up. Nobody seems to think about what 
President Obama said in his speech: “A 
world where right is might.” This is what 
we all want. If we want a world where right 
is might, then these 5 countries should not 
rule over the destiny of the world. 

What should be done? There must be a ro-
tation system. In other words, the United 
Nations Security Council must have rep-
resentatives from each continent. There 
should not be a distinction between per-
manent members and non-permanent 
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orably given the podium. What kind of an 
attitude is this? What sort of mentality is 
this? The fact that the modern world was 
completely indifferent in this case irrepa-
rably hurts the conscience of the people in 
Egypt and other countries in the region.

The Palestinian drama has been going on 
for almost a century and resulted in hope-
lessness and lack of security for people in 
the region. The process that began after the 
overthrow of the former regime in Iraq did 
not bring peace and democracy to Iraq; to 
the contrary, it left behind an even bigger 
tragedy. Our friendly warnings to the Bagh-
dad regime were ignored by both the Bagh-
dad regime and countries with influence 
over Iraq. Today, the problem is even more 
profound and intractable. 

Dear Friends,

The situation in crisis regions, especially 
the Middle East, is unsustainable. These 
problems are no longer local; they have 
taken on a global dimension. There must 
be immediate cooperation to extinguish 
this fire before it spreads to other countries 
and creates more conflict and terrorism.

The operation being conducted by a coa-
lition against the terrorist organization in 
Iraq and Syria right now is obviously im-
portant, but I would like to remind you that 
it is not enough; mechanisms which will 
produce lasting solutions to the problems 
must also be put in place. Dropping bombs 
will be a temporary solution. It only covers 
up the problem. At first, urgent steps need 
to be taken to provide humanitarian aid 

to Syria. The formation of a constitutional 
and parliamentary system respecting the 
territorial integrity of Syria where all seg-
ments of society are represented equally 
should not be delayed any longer. Reforms 
that respect and ensure the presence, se-
curity and equal representation of all seg-
ments of society must be implemented 
without delay.

The ongoing operations and the current co-
alition cannot focus only on Iraq. Both Iraq 
and Syria must be targeted. Turkey cannot 
be excluded from an operation and the co-
alition targeting Iraq and Syria. Why not? 
Because we share a border that stretches 
1,250 kilometers and we are the target. 1.5 
million people have taken refuge in our 
country. We must make this effort so that 
we can first of all ensure security in the re-
gion. That is why I say in all my meetings: 
“First, we have to take steps to create a no-
fly zone. Second, there must be a safe zone. 
Third, actions must be taken to Train and 
Equip.” These should be our priorities and 
they are not mutually exclusive. All three 
are essential because, in our opinion, this 
is not simply an issue about a terrorist or-
ganization; it also has to do with the Syrian 
regime. 

I hope that the new government formed in 
Iraq will succeed and there will be no new 
crises. What did the previous Prime Min-
ister do in Iraq? When the terrorist organi-
zation entered Iraq, he withdrew his forces 
and left all weapons to them. Those weap-
ons are now in the hands of those terrorists. 
We have to see these facts for what they are.

my photograph taken with or stand beside 
those who come to power using anti-demo-
cratic means. That is what I did during the 
General Assembly. I cannot stand next to 
them because I cannot justify my actions 
to my people; the struggle for democracy is 
no ordinary cause.

The people who are poor and helpless, and 
believe that they have been treated unjust-
ly are vulnerable to exploitation by terror-
ism and terrorist organizations. For a long 
time, Turkey has been drawing attention 
to how unsustainable this course is. We 
have been saying that local problems, par-
ticularly terrorism and Islamophobia, are 
spreading around the globe, and calling for 
solutions to these growing problems.

The number of people killed by the Damas-
cus regime in Syria has reached 250,000. 
The number of displaced persons is around 
7 million. There are almost 1.5 million Syr-
ian refugees just in Turkey. This number 
has swelled even further with the flood of 
refugees in recent weeks. All of these facts 
are known, but no one has said, “Turkey, 
1.5 million people have entered your coun-
try. Is there anything we can do to support 
and assist you?”  To date, we received 150 
million dollars, including from the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 
And how much did we spend? Our spend-
ing has reached 4.5 billion dollars. But, no 
one asks how they can help. They just say, 
“Turkey is doing its own spending.” There 
are camps at various locations throughout 
Turkey. We are experiencing some social 
problems because we accepted so many 

refugees. We are shouldering these bur-
dens, but no one says, “Is there anything 
we can do to help?” 

For 32 years, we have been fighting terror-
ism. Now, this thing called Daesh terror-
ism has emerged. This is not new. It is an 
offshoot of Al-Qaeda. There are also other 
terrorist organizations in the region.

You stand up to Daesh, so why 
don’t you do the same to the 
PKK?

So, I ask the world, ‘You stand up to a ter-
rorist organization like Daesh when it 
emerges, but why don’t you do the same to 
a terrorist organization like the PKK? Why 
are you silent about that? Why don’t you 
say, “Let us join forces against them.”? Poli-
tics makes sense if it is founded on justice. 
If divorced from justice, it is impossible to 
achieve anything by political means.

The tolerance and indifference shown to 
the completely illegitimate regime in Syr-
ia constitute the basis for the traumatic 
situation we face today. The indifference 
of the United Nations, other international 
organizations and states has unfortunate-
ly provided a lifeline to one of the most 
heart-rending tragedies in history. As I just 
noted, a democratically-elected president 
in Egypt was overthrown in a coup followed 
by mass killings. Is there another instance 
in our recent political history where 5,000 
people were killed in a single day? Well, it 
did take place in this instance and the per-
son who committed this atrocity was hon-
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Let me give you some examples and fig-
ures. In 2002, our GDP was 230 billion 
dollars. Today, GDP as of the end of 2013 
is 820 billion dollars. The goal by 2023, 
which is the 100th anniversary of our Re-
public, is to reach 2 trillion dollars. In the 
same way, per capita income in 2002 was 
3,500 dollars and it has tripled to 10,500 
dollars today. Our 2023 goal for per capita 
income is 25,000 dollars. This is not a pipe 
dream. God willing, we will achieve these 
goals by protecting stability, maintaining 
a trustworthy environment and carefully 
implementing our monetary policies and 
financial discipline.

Of course, in the midst of all of this, there is 
one more thing. What is that? You see that 
credit rating agencies occasionally make 
ridiculous statements about Turkey’s out-
look being stable or negative. These ratings 
are neither economic nor scientific. Pre-
viously, credit rating agencies announced 
similar ratings. We actually make payment 
to them, too. We said, “Let us stop paying 
for this and let us work with people who 
operate more honestly. Here are two that 
do honest work.” Then, we realized that 
they too were making political decisions. 
A regional country whose economy has 
been destroyed has its credit rating raised 
six times while Turkey’s rating is what it 
is. How sincere is that? How is this hon-
est? How can something like this happen? 
There is a need to tell them “Let us go our 
separate ways.” We did not get to where we 
are economically with the help of credit 
rating agencies. We did not get to where 
we are with the help of headlines in the 

media. We achieved this with our perfor-
mance thanks to our businessmen, farmers 
and industrialists. And we will continue to 
move forward with them in the future. We 
will continue to move forward with our ex-
porters. These are the facts.

Dear Friends,

When such important organizations try 
to impose pressure on nations by making 
politically-motivated decisions, then eco-
nomic justice in this world is completely 
destroyed.

Turkey will assume the G20 Presidency for 
one year starting on December 1, 2014. As 
Turkey, we are aware of the responsibili-
ty we are assuming. Our preparations for 
the debates and events are rapidly moving 
ahead. After the Brisbane Leaders’ Sum-
mit, we will finalize our priorities and 
share them with the G20 members and the 
international community on December 
1. It is essential to maintain the spirit of co-
operation and determination that has been 
shown by the G20 members in the immedi-
ate aftermath of the global crisis in order 
to overcome the risks and uncertainties in 
the global economy. New initiatives must 
definitely be taken in this regard in 2015. It 
is also critical that the commitments made 
by the G20 countries be resolutely fulfilled.

One of our fundamental objectives will 
be to closely monitor the process of im-
plementing the commitments made by 
countries. It is also a priority for us to pave 
the way for investments and support in-

Could the international community have 
taken more initiative in Palestine, Egypt or 
Libya? Why did it not do so? Why did it not 
help find lasting solutions to these prob-
lems that are having a profound impact on 
the region? Why did it not happen?

Turkey continues to believe that political dia-
logue is the most viable method for resolving 
problems in our region. We believe that es-
tablishing democratic and inclusive regimes 
that meet the expectations of their people is 
a prerequisite for ending conflicts in neigh-
boring countries. After all, it is impossible to 
implement economic initiatives or provide 
long-term development for all segments of 
society without political stability.

Turkey has taken a leading role with regard 
to initiatives that aim to mobilize the dy-
namics of regional cooperation. We have 
taken and will continue to take concrete 
steps to bring regional actors together so that 
they take ownership of joint projects in the 
Balkans, the Caucasus, the Mediterranean 
and the Black Sea. We have been working 
to strengthen cooperation in every area in-
cluding energy, transportation, tourism and 
trade. Turkey’s long-term prosperity can only 
be ensured through an economic perspective 
that extends beyond its national borders. The 
practice of the High-Level Bilateral Strategic 
Cooperation Councils with our close neigh-
bors, which also makes a unique contribu-
tion to international diplomacy is very im-
portant from this perspective.

We were minimally impacted by 
the global crisis in 2008

Esteemed Guests,

As the 6th largest economy in Europe and 
the 17th largest in the world, Turkey is a 
rising power due to its young and qualified 
workforce, dynamic and steadily growing 
economy, competitive private sector, large 
domestic market, well-established finan-
cial discipline and a developing infrastruc-
ture. Turkey has achieved steady growth 
as a result of the fundamental reforms it 
implemented since 2002. Our country was 
minimally affected by the global economic 
crisis that began in 2008 due to the strength 
of our public finances and the banking sys-
tem. The Turkish economy grew around 
9% in 2010 and 2011, making it the second 
fastest growing economy after the People’s 
Republic of China. At the end of 2013, the 
Turkish economy grew by 4% in spite of all 
the challenges. The growth rate for 2014 is 
projected to be 4% and 2015 and 2016 are 
expected to see growth of 5%. This success 
is undoubtedly the result of orderly and 
well-planned efforts.

Political stability achieved in the last 12 
years laid the foundation for important 
structural reforms. An environment of con-
fidence has been created. As a result of this 
stability, elements of fundamental macroe-
conomic instability - such as inflation and 
public debt - are not nearly as big a prob-
lem as they once were. The economy is less 
vulnerable and the markets operate freely 
in a competitive environment.
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In the last 12 years, we made great strides 
in infrastructure. We constructed more 
than 17,000 kilometers of divided highway. 
We became the 8th high speed train oper-
ator in the world and 6th in Europe by im-
plementing the High-Speed Train Project. 
We completed Marmaray, the “Project of 
the Century”, which is a metro tunnel un-
der the Bosphorus connecting Europe and 
Asia. God willing, we will also complete 
another tunnel under the Bosphorus for 
automobiles.

We continue to invest in divided highways, 
railroads, high speed train lines, ports, 
airports, schools, hospitals and housing 
throughout Turkey. We are also construct-
ing the Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge, which 
will be the third bridge on the Bosphorus. 
It will be finished by the end of next year. 
These projects show the progress that Tur-
key has made and prove that it is an impor-
tant country. World’s number one airport 
is being built in Istanbul. 

Our investments in information technolo-
gy, education and health are also on track. 
Further democratization to support these 
investments broaden Turkey’s horizon. 
We also initiated the Peace Process and are 
resolutely moving forward with it. At the 
same time, we are committed to full mem-
bership in the European Union. We intro-
duced significant democratic reforms in 
Turkey over the last 12 years and we work 
to enhance our progress.

Turkey is one of the most attractive coun-
tries for investment

Esteemed Guests and Dear Friends,

With its strong economy, young popula-
tion, natural resources and strategic geo-
graphical location, Turkey offers a window 
of opportunity on the world and an attrac-
tive destination for investments. We vehe-
mently defend peace and solidarity both in 
our region and the world, and aim to bol-
ster social peace and prosperity at home.

In spite of regional challenges, Turkey 
continues to grow steadily and with con-
fidence. No doubt there are those who 
are unhappy about the stability and confi-
dence Turkey has established; they make 
misleading statements about us and try 
to spread these rumors as far as possible. 
I would like to remind everyone to be es-
pecially careful about how they read some 
of the stories about Turkey in the national 
and international media. In recent months, 
national and international media outlets 
released baseless stories about Turkey 
supporting terrorism; this is nothing more 
than an ugly smear campaign. We had to 
be cautious and act cautiously because 
49 members of our consulate were in the 
hands of Daesh. Last Friday, we rescued 
our citizens from Daesh in a successful 
operation. I believe that those who tried to 
spin our cautious, careful and level-headed 
approach towards Daesh into a smear cam-
paign are embarrassed now. Their reputa-
tion has suffered considerably.

ternational trade as the drivers of growth. 
Therefore, strengthening the multilateral 
trade system is our main priority during 
our G20 Presidency. We will demonstrate 
a strong commitment to fighting protec-
tionism and reducing measures restricting 
trade. We will make investment – especial-
ly in infrastructure – a priority. We will em-
phasize the contribution of investments on 
growth. We will continue to implement in-
itiatives that will enhance the representa-
tion of developing countries in global fi-
nancial institutions, especially in the IMF. 
During our Presidency, we will also focus 
on incentives for balanced financing struc-
tures to ensure a more resilient financial 
system. 

We want to move towards our 
ideal of a more inclusive and 
democratic G20 

Another important issue is the develop-
ment of low-income countries. One of our 
top priorities under the umbrella of the 
G20 is to enhance our focus on low-income 
countries. Efforts to reach out to other 
countries and stakeholders are especially 
important in terms of reinforcing the legit-
imacy of the G20. We will implement a pol-
icy of openness that will include countries 
that are not members of the G20, interna-
tional organizations, representatives of 
civil society, trade unions, research centers 
and other non-profit organizations. As a re-
sult, we will be one step closer to our ideal 
of a more inclusive and democratic G20.

Esteemed Guests,

I would also like to share with you some of 
my thoughts on energy, entrepreneurship 
and infrastructure investments. Turkey 
plays a very pivotal role between the con-
sumer markets of Europe and countries in 
her region which possess three quarters of 
the proven oil and natural gas reserves in 
the world. This privileged position offers 
Turkey opportunities in terms of energy 
security while creating certain responsi-
bilities. One of Turkey’s top priorities is to 
meet the rising demand for energy in a way 
that ensures stability. Turkey also wants 
to contribute to Europe’s energy security 
through various projects.

We developed the East-West Corridor with 
allies, brothers and friends, and especially 
with Azerbaijan. The Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan 
and Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum pipeline pro-
jects are two main connections that are 
successfully completed in this Corridor. 
The Trans Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline 
Project, known as TANAP, was developed 
by Turkey and Azerbaijan. 

We value entrepreneurship and support 
it. Organizations like KOSGEB provide op-
portunities to entrepreneurs in Turkey to 
help them realize their dreams. On the oth-
er hand, organizations like TÜBİTAK help 
them survive in high value-added sectors. 
Turkey shares its experience in this area 
with all its friends and brotherly countries 
to achieve growth for all.
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Unfortunately, there has been another 
biased approach to Turkey abroad. They 
used my image leaving a mosque in Anka-
ra with the Prime Minister with a headline 
that read, “This is where the Daesh mili-
tants are.” Of course, it was later corrected 
and they admitted that it was a mistake. 
We should probably be thankful for the 
correction because they do not always pub-
lish a correction.

Turkey is a rising star not only in the re-
gion but also in the world. We will main-

tain this status. Turkey’s success will con-
tinue to set a good example for a large part 
of the world.

As I conclude my remarks here, I would 
like to once again thank the World Eco-
nomic Forum, Mr. Schwab and his col-
leagues as well as all friends in attendance 
for holding this special meeting in Istan-
bul. I wish the meeting success and wish 
you all the best.

Esteemed Guests, Dear Friends, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,

I greet you with respect and express my 
pleasure at having this opportunity to ad-
dress you at the French Institute of Inter-
national Relations, one of the world’s lead-
ing think tanks.

I thank the French Institute of Interna-
tional Relations for organizing this meet-
ing and you for your participation. I am 
in France for a one-day visit. We discussed 
relations between our countries as well as 
regional issues in depth with Mr. Hollande.

At the very beginning of my speech, there 
is something in particular that I would 

Our Well-Intended Attempts 
Regarding The Events of 1915 

Were Not Reciprocated

Conference at the French Institute of International Relations
Paris, France | October 31, 2014 
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The significance and value of Turkey’s ac-
cession to the EU are clear in the context 
of many events currently unfolding in 
our region. Turkey foresaw the crises in 
North Africa, Eastern Europe, the Muslim 
countries and especially the Middle East, 
warned against them and pointed out im-
minent problems. Years ago, we predicted 
the situation in Iraq and that the country 
would come to the brink of division. We 
repeatedly pointed out that Iraq is expe-
riencing ethnic and sectarian discrimina-
tion under Al Maliki’s government and 
that this would have extremely dangerous 
consequences.

If Turkey’s warnings had been heeded and 
measures were taken, Iraq would not have 
unraveled the way it did, and peaceful and 
democratic solutions would have been im-
plemented. The same applies to Syria as 
well. We not only warned Syrian President 
Assad at the time, but also voiced our con-
cerns on international platforms. 

The tragedy we see in Syria today came to 
pass because the impending danger was 
not foreseen. Unfortunately, it was very 
clear all along that this humanitarian dra-
ma which has forced seven million peo-
ple from their homes would come to pass. 
There was every indication that this plight 
which killed 300,000 innocent people 
would happen. The terrorist organization 
Daesh emerged against this background 
in Syria and Iraq. It was not very difficult 
to predict the events that are taking place 
in Egypt, Ukraine and Libya today many 
years ago.

We spent 4.5 billion dollars on 
refugees

We think that the United Nations and the 
European Union are failing to take enough 
initiative and sufficiently use their influ-
ence in face of these regional problems that 
have global consequences. A simple com-
parison shows that Turkey has accepted 
more than 1.6 million refugees from Syria 
while the European Union has taken ap-
proximately 200,000 people and stopped 
admitting refugees.

We spent approximately 4 billion dollars 
on the refugees in Turkey. The total amount 
including the aid we provided in Iraq and 
Syria exceeds 4.5 billion dollars. On the 
other hand, the amount of financial aid 
provided by other countries for refugees 
is only 250 million dollars. Right now, the 
world agenda is predominantly occupied 
by Daesh and the city of Ayn al-Arab (also 
known as Kobani). 

Dear Friends, 

Daesh is not the only regional issue, nei-
ther is Kobani. The events taking place in 
Kobani - a city that is currently inhabited 
by only a small number of civilians since 
200,000 civilians have already fled to Tur-
key - are only a small part of the suffering, 
tragedy and consequences currently un-
folding in the region. The international 
community was mobilized for Kobani, but 
it remained and continues to remain silent 
on the Syrian cities of Hama, Homs, Idlib 
and Latakia where 300,000 people were 

like to emphasize. Turkey and France have 
centuries-old historical, cultural, political 
and economic relations. As two powerful 
countries in the Mediterranean region, the 
paths of Turkey and France have crossed 
many times in recent history. Although 
there have been ups and downs in our re-
lations, partnership, cooperation and sol-
idarity have mostly prevailed throughout 
history.

In 2013, the trade volume between Tur-
key and France was 14.5 billion dollars. 
Our trade volume year-to-date was almost 
10 billion dollars in August 2014. During 
Mr. Hollande’s visit to Turkey in January, 
we set 20 billion euros in trade volume as 
a goal that we aim to reach in a short time. 
We are decidedly progressing towards this 
target.

We have a good level of mutual investments. 
France has 6.5 billion dollars investments 
in Turkey. Over 1,150 French companies are 
currently operating in Turkey.

Another important dimension of our re-
lationship is Turkish citizens and French 
citizens of Turkish origin living in France. 
There are approximately 610,000 citizens 
of Turkish origin living in France. Those 
having dual citizenship are more than 
300,000. According to these figures, Turk-
ish citizens constitute the fourth largest 
immigrant group in France. In France, our 
citizens distinguish themselves in politics, 
science, arts and economy.

Dear Friends,

The multi-dimensional relations between 
Turkey and France firmly indicate that we 
must go far beyond where we are today. I 
believe that our solidarity and coopera-
tion will make unique contributions to the 
solution of many problems in Europe, the 
Mediterranean, the Middle East, North Af-
rica and the Balkans. 

Turkey and France cannot 
sacrifice their relationship to 
domestic politics

Turkey and France both have the vision of 
a great power and will, therefore, not sacri-
fice their centuries-old relations to domes-
tic political considerations or prejudice. 
In Turkey, we will always act with the vi-
sion of a great power in our relations with 
France. We are happy to note that France 
has been doing the same recently. It gives 
us hope for the future.

I can say with all sincerity that we expect 
the greatest support and contribution to 
our European Union accession process 
from France. Our history, economic rela-
tions, investments and the presence of a 
Turkish community in France show that 
France should be Turkey’s closest friend 
within the European Union. We hope to 
see this vision come to fruition. Turkey’s 
accession to the European Union is cur-
rently stalled due to some chapters that are 
blocked. We expect the European Union to 
keep its promise; we also hope that France 
will keep its promise on this matter.
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We preserve the balance between 
freedom and security with 
utmost sensitivity

We initiated a “Peace Process” to end ter-
rorism and restore social peace. This pro-
cess is ongoing despite provocations. You 
may remember the attack in Paris, France 
which was aimed at sabotaging this process 
from the very beginning. We did not allow 
this attempt to derail the process. We were 
able to prevail over similar attacks in the 
last two years. Unfortunately, the biggest 
attack targeting the peace process was con-
ducted over the past weeks using Kobani 
as an excuse. Forty citizens lost their lives 
in attacks conducted on the pretext of the 
events in Kobani. Almost all were Kurds 
killed by the PKK terrorist organization. 

In addition to these killings, civilians were 
attacked in many cities and workplaces, 
public buildings, schools, civilian and offi-
cial vehicles and even ambulances were set 
on fire. Two police officers were martyred 
in these incidents and four soldiers died 
in a heinous attack this week. We will defi-
nitely not bow to these attacks or change 
direction.

Turkey has no alternative other than peace 
and we will persistently and patiently car-
ry on with this process of peace and broth-
erhood. When we initiated this process, 
we announced that rejection, denial and 
assimilation policies against different eth-
nicities, faiths and cultures in the Repub-
lic of Turkey have come to an end. We also 

put our words into action and will contin-
ue to do so. Our Kurdish citizens living in 
the eastern and southeastern provinces are 
very hopeful and their hopes grow with 
each passing day.

Other regions of the country also whole-
heartedly support a peaceful resolution; 
they have already shown their support in 9 
elections in the last 12 years. On the other 
hand, the peace process disturbs the ter-
rorist organization profoundly even as it 
relieves the nation. The terrorist organiza-
tion is conducting attacks to sabotage the 
peace process in order to retain its power 
of oppression and establish authority over 
the residents of the region. 

Its political arm, like the terrorist organi-
zation, does not tolerate any ideology, view 
or lifestyle other than its own and tries to 
eliminate differences by means of violence 
and oppression.

We are going through a difficult and criti-
cal phase, but I would like to repeat that we 
have no alternative other than peace; we 
must secure it. We are preserving the bal-
ance between freedom and security with 
utmost sensitivity. We are proceeding with-
out compromising security, the rule of law 
or democracy. All of our practices regard-
ing security are the same as those imple-
mented in the European Union countries 
and other advanced democracies. Contra-
ry to the smear campaigns regarding the 
exercise of the right to demonstrate, the 
measures taken against violence and free-
dom of the press, we are either in compli-

killed. Why? The international community 
has remained silent for decades while peo-
ple were killed in Iraq’s cities. 

I must place special emphasis on this point: 
The double standard that the West em-
ploys with regard to the Middle East deep-
ly affects people’s conscience in the Middle 
East. The impact of this behavior will take 
years to reverse. This damage in the Middle 
East and elsewhere will escalate unless the 
double standard is abandoned and justice 
is restored globally. Otherwise, the crises 
will inevitably spill over to the West.

It is unconscionable to focus 
only on the events of 1915 in the 
context of World War I

We must all see the impending danger, 
especially in Europe. This year marks the 
100th anniversary of World War I. Bor-
der-drawing exercises, scenarios and de-
signs that were developed after World War 
I for the Middle East are bursting at their 
seams to become global problems.

It is very disturbing that the world only 
sees and discusses the events of 1915, but 
ignores other key issues from World War I. 
In fact, all issues in the region are interre-
lated and can only be resolved with a com-
prehensive approach.

You can eliminate Daesh today, but it will 
only be replaced by another one tomorrow. 
You can save Kobani today only to see it 
replaced by another city tomorrow. If the 

PKK terrorist organization gets the green 
light and Daesh gets the red, then sincerity 
regarding the war on terror becomes sus-
pect. If one remains silent on the killing of 
300,000 people in Syria, but swings into 
action for Kobani, it raises questions about 
sense of justice. This is why a fair, inclu-
sive and comprehensive approach must be 
adopted towards the issues in the region. 
The European Union can accomplish this 
in cooperation with Turkey.

The European Union can expand and grow 
stronger by benefiting from the economic 
power and historical legacy of Turkey, and 
thereby champion universal human values 
as an ideal more broadly.

Europe’s meaningful response to rising rac-
ism, Islamophobia and the clash of civiliza-
tions lies in accepting Turkey as a member 
state. France is well-placed to see Turkey’s 
potential and make the best of it. We sin-
cerely believe that France can play a facil-
itating role in accession negotiations and 
champion European values in this respect.

Dear Friends, 

Turkey is mobilizing its historical legacy 
in order to contribute to the resolution of 
regional and global issues while enacting 
historic reforms domestically. We are com-
mitted to further reforms. Turkey grows 
stronger with these reforms in the econo-
my, domestic politics, social life, democra-
cy and human rights. 
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ance with European standards on these 
matters or making progress towards them.

Unfortunately, Turkey is the target of ma-
levolent campaigns and disinformation 
tactics by biased circles in the West. This 
is why the assessments about Turkey must 
be very carefully filtered.

Armenia and the Armenian 
Diaspora did not take an 
approach based on common 
sense

I would like to remind you that Turkey has 
been treated unfairly regarding the events 
of 1915 for decades. Unfortunately, the 
events of 1915 are not discussed in a man-
ner free of ideology, bias and disinforma-
tion. Despite our constructive efforts, Ar-
menia and the Armenian Diaspora did not 
take an approach based on common sense.

This issue should not be politicized and 
used a political tool. We prefer this discus-

sion to be based on history and scholarly 

study. Therefore, we announced that we 

will open our archives. It was Turkey who 

took steps to improve relations with Arme-

nia. However, our well-intended attempts 

were, once again, turned down. 

In 2015, the centenary of the events of 

1915, we will maintain our intensive ef-

forts to shed light on the truth so that it 

is heard by the world. Undoubtedly, truth 

and history will prevail in this matter over 

fiction, ideological distortion and political 

manipulation. We believe that France will 

support common sense, reason and truth 

on these matters.

I would like to end my remarks here. I once 

again express my thanks to the French In-

stitute of International Relations for or-

ganizing this meeting. I also thank you for 

your participation and extend my respects. 
Distinguished Ministers, Secretary General, 
Excellencies, Esteemed Representatives, La-
dies and Gentlemen,

I salute you as I open the 30th Ministerial 
Session of the Standing Committee for Eco-
nomic and Commercial Cooperation of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation, COM-
CEC.

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. 

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Allah 
be upon you. I would like to welcome all our 
guests to Turkey and Istanbul.

I am especially pleased to host such dis-
tinguished guests for the first time as the 
Chairman of COMCEC. I have always fol-
lowed the activities of COMCEC closely and 
tried to provide necessary support during 
my term as Prime Minister. Now, it is my 
hope that we will carry out these activities 
together for the next five years. We all hope 

We Are The Only Ones Who Can 
Solve Our Problems

Opening Session of the 30th COMCEC Meeting
Istanbul | November 27, 2014 
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Those who claim to be Muslims carry out vi-
cious, barbaric and brutal massacres in our 
mosques, prayer rooms and tombs which 
are supposed to be places of refuge. Because 
we fail to protect our mosques from the mur-
derers who refer to themselves as Muslims, 
barbarians trample the sanctity of Masjid 
Al-Aqsa right in front of our eyes.

Brothers,

Believe me, we have the power to solve our 
problems, stop attacks from outside and 
permanently establish peace across our re-
gion and on earth. If so desired, the blood-
shed in Iraq can be stopped. If so desired, 
the children in Syria can be saved from 
death. If we unite and act together, we can 
immediately put an end to the shame of 
Palestine’s isolation for almost a century.

Nobody from the outside will solve our 
problems; we are the only ones who can 
solve them. Let me be clear: outsiders care 
about the oil, gold and diamonds found in 
the Islamic region and about deriving ben-
efit from cheap labor, conflicts, fights and 
disagreements. Outsiders pretend to be our 
friends but only want to benefit from our 
death and that of our children.

How long will we sit back and watch? How 
long will we remain patient and put up 
with this? How long will we hide behind 
excuses in face of this suffering?

Let me ask you this: Is being a Shiite an 
excuse for silently watching children be-
ing killed, three hundred thousand inno-
cent people being slaughtered and seven 

million people being forced to leave their 
homes in Syria? Let me ask again: Does be-
ing a Sunni justify attacks on tombs, the 
terrorist organizations, the ouster of elect-
ed leaders by coups or the shooting of peo-
ple demanding their rights on the streets?

I would like to call out to my Muslim broth-
ers and sisters of all sects from the entire 
Islamic region with all my heart and sincer-
ity. Please take a step back and look at what 
is happening. Who wins? Who loses? Who 
benefits from the deaths? Who benefits 
from conflict? Who benefits from the prob-
lems between us? If we can answer these 
questions and take a step, albeit small, to 
act in light of these answers, we will have 
begun to move towards a solution.

Brothers, 

I have been harshly criticized and insulted 
by the Western media because I pointed out 
that it was the 100th anniversary of World 
War I and drew attention to the political 
designs on the Islamic region. Two weeks 
ago, I stated at the Latin American Reli-
gious Leaders Summit that Muslims had 
arrived in the American Continent before 
Columbus and I was targeted by the West-
ern media and people at home who have 
been alienated from their own culture and 
who developed a complex simply because 
I iterated a thesis based on scientific facts.

Those who label all Muslims as ‘terrorists’ 
ignore our warnings about Islamophobia. 
Those who unhesitatingly label Muslims as 
‘backward’ turn a deaf ear to our warnings 

that COMCEC is engaged in activities that 
are beneficial for our countries, peoples 
and mankind. Our intentions are good and 
hopefully the outcome will be good, too. As I 
open the 30th meeting, I hope and pray that 
Allah will guide us, bless us and our efforts.

Dear Brothers, 

Islamic countries made significant pro-
gress recently in terms of trade and devel-
opment indicators. The share of Islamic 
countries in world trade has risen by ap-
proximately 50% in the last decade. In this 
period, internal trade improved significant-
ly as well and trade between the members 
of Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
increased by over 50%. Likewise, Islamic 
countries grew an average of 5.4 percent 
between 2002 and 2012 whereas average 
global real growth was 2.7 percent in the 
same period. These figures show clearly 
that Islamic countries are performing well 
from an economic standpoint.

However, as you may appreciate, Islamic 
countries that are performing well econom-
ically are concurrently facing the biggest 
humanitarian and political crises in history.

Dear Brothers,

Some of our member states rank at the top 
in terms of per capita income while many 
others rank among the poorest countries. 
21 out of 57 member states are in the United 
Nations list of least developed countries. At 
the end of the day, we are all human beings. 
Believe me when I say that there is no way 

of justifying this situation to ourselves. We 
all believe in one Allah and Judgment Day. 
So, even if we were able explain such an in-
come gap to ourselves and our conscience, 
there is absolutely no way we can explain 
it before that high court on Judgment Day.

We are all ummah of the Prophet (PBUH) 
who satisfied his hunger by eating a few 
dates every day. We all are the followers of 
the Prophet (PBUH) who shared the few 
dates that were given to him as a gift with 
his neighbors and companions even though 
he, his family and grandchildren were hun-
gry. He did not leave the table with a full 
stomach even for once in his whole life. We 
follow in the footsteps of a Guide who gave 
stern warnings to those who sleep on a full 
stomach when their neighbors are hungry. 
As people who follow Islam, the religion 
of brotherhood and sharing, we are well 
aware that we cannot explain and justify 
the current situation.

The Islamic World has become 
synonymous with tears and 
conflicts

Brothers, 

The issue is not only about poverty or in-
come inequality. The Islamic world has 
never been so closely identified with 
bloodshed, suffering, tears and conflicts 
before. We witness one or a couple of Kar-
bala-like incidents in various countries al-
most every day. Our brothers and sisters 
are being killed every day. Our children 
are killed or orphaned every day.
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states, the Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion has the second largest membership in 
the world after the United Nations. Though 
the United Nations remains silent about the 
killing of our children, the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation cannot sit and watch 
this. If the Organization of Islamic Cooper-
ation, COMCEC, other committees, institu-
tions, non-governmental organizations and 
universities can work together, we can have 
the power to make a difference for world 
peace. We can make great contributions to 
global science again. We can make greater 
contributions to world peace and global 
politics. We can respond to any conflict in 
our region and across the world, and we can 
help the downtrodden and the poor.

We are already making great contributions 
to the global economy, but we can guide the 
global economy as well. Praise Allah, we 
have the power, background, experience 
and the potential to do this. All we need is 
alliance, unity and doing what is required 
according to the law of brotherhood. It is 
our greatest wish that the 30th Meeting of 
COMCEC will be a beginning for this new 
alliance.

Dear Brothers, 

The COMCEC Strategy which we started 
to implement last year outlines a working 
method in which member countries play 
active roles. We expect the relevant insti-
tutions of our member states to drive the 
adoption of the principles and objectives of 
this Strategy.    

I would like to take this opportunity to 
make an appeal to you, my esteemed broth-
ers and sisters.  Let us play an active role in 
all COMCEC activities and especially in the 
working groups created in the main coop-
eration areas. Let us actively involve rele-
vant ministries in COMCEC activities. 

The preferential trade system 
should be put into effect as soon 
as possible

Esteemed Representatives,

As you know, the Preferential Trade Sys-
tem of the Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration, the most important COMCEC pro-
ject in the area of trade, has been pending 
for approximately twenty years. The legal 
basis for the Preferential Trade System was 
prepared in 2011 and there are only a few 
steps that need to be taken by the member 
states to put it into effect. I would like to 
invite the relevant states to take necessary 
steps in order to put the Preferential Trade 
System into effect as soon as possible.

Another important COMCEC project in the 
area of trade is the Standards and Metrol-
ogy Institute of Islamic Countries. I would 
like to express how pleased I am to see that 
the institutional infrastructure has been 
established and that the number of mem-
bers is increasing day by day. I expect all 
our member states to lend their valuable 
support.

about racism, injustice and double stand-
ards.

They do not want us to ask questions. They 
do not want us to investigate. They get ex-
tremely upset when we remind them of 
historical facts and the history of civiliza-
tions, politics, military and science. They 
even get upset when we defend the rights 
of the poor regardless of their religion, lan-
guage and race, and talk about solidarity 
and peace across the world.

Muslims cannot support 
terrorism, racism and 
antisemitism

They are only doing what is required by the 
economic system they built on injustice. 
But we can never regard such discrimina-
tion as befitting for us or them. We can nev-
er be one of those who take lives, those of 
children too, for oil, diamond, gold, energy 
routes and insatiable greed.

We cannot support terrorism, intolerance, 
attacks on places of worship, racism and 
antisemitism. We cannot harm or hurt 
them or each other.

Brothers, 

What is more bitter than the suffering expe-
rienced in the Islamic region is the ongoing 
meaningless conflicts. What is more griev-
ous than the tragedy we are going through 
is indifference, silence and irrational excus-
es. We can find valid excuses in this world, 

but believe me, all of them will be null and 
void on Judgment Day. Innocent Iraqi, Pal-
estinian and Syrian children will demand 
an account not only from those who killed 
them, but also from those who encouraged 
their killers or remained silent.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
emphasize something once again. As the 
Republic of Turkey, we absolutely do not 
have any intention of interfering with the 
territorial integrity, domestic peace, inter-
nal affairs or politics of any country. We are 
working to join the European Union. We 
look to the West, yet we also wish to em-
brace the brothers we have neglected for 
decades. We are not looking to benefit from 
any issue in our region. Just like you, we 
take a humanitarian, an Islamic approach 
towards every issue in our region.

Brothers,  

The only way out of the crises that are un-
folding in the Islamic region which is going 
through the most unfortunate days of its 
history is unity, solidarity and alliance. We 
can solve any problem. We can overcome 
any challenge.  All we have to do is unite. 
All we have to do is come together. All we 
have to do is hold fast the hand of Allah 
and not be divided among ourselves, just 
like the Holy Quran commands. 

Whoever has personal issues, sectarian 
issues or even national interests must set 
them aside and work for the peace, stabili-
ty and welfare of the region.

With 57 member states and 5 observer 
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Another trade issue to which COMCEC has 
attached great importance since its early 
years is trade financing. Trade financing 
has played an important role in increasing 
trade within the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation to over 18 percent in 2013, up 
from 10 percent 15 years ago. 

The International Islamic Trade Finance 
Corporation, a member of the Islamic De-
velopment Bank Group, has provided a sig-
nificant amount of trade financing so far. 
I congratulate and thank these two institu-
tions for their vigorous efforts. 

COMCEC is engaged in many significant 
activities in the area of financial coopera-
tion where industry representatives and 
institutions of the member states play ac-
tive roles. Stock Exchanges Forum, COM-
CEC Capital Market Regulators Forum and 
Meetings of Central Banks and Monetary 
Authorities are yielding successful results. 
I am of the opinion that the COMCEC In-
dex, a significant outcome of the Stock 
Exchanges Forum, will contribute sub-
stantially to capital flows into our member 
states in the near future. I invite all mem-
ber states and relevant institutions to do 
everything necessary to make this index 
an active investment instrument.   

Dear Brothers, 

We are holding a series of special events 
such as panels, special sessions and exhibi-
tions at this year’s meeting on the occasion 

of COMCEC’s 30th Anniversary. I hope that 
you, distinguished ministers and delegates, 
will actively participate in these events as I 
believe they will be very beneficial.

I hope that the 15th International Fair or-
ganized by MÜSİAD will attract special 
attention and I strongly recommend that 
you visit this fair. The International Busi-
ness Forum of MÜSİAD and the Foreign 
Economic Relations Board, I believe, will 
contribute significantly to the COMCEC 
Summit. The Palestine Trade and Business 
EXPO and the Palestinian Products Exhibi-
tion jointly organized by the Turkish Un-
ion of Chambers and Commodity Exchang-
es and the Islamic Development Bank also 
look forward to your visit.

As I end my speech, I pray to Allah once 
again that the 30th COMCEC Meeting will 
create beneficial results.

I would like to extend my appreciation and 
gratitude to our esteemed ministers and 
delegates who have actively contributed to 
COMCEC activities, the academic commu-
nity who contributed to the deepening of 
our cooperation through their academic 
studies and other relevant institutions.    

It is a pleasure to host you in our beauti-
ful city of Istanbul. I hope that COMCEC 
activities will provide positive results for 
our countries, peoples and all of mankind. 
I salute you with respect. 

Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed Parlia-
mentarians, Esteemed Ambassadors and 
Dear Friends, 

I salute you all with respect and affec-
tion. I pray to Allah that the 7th Confer-
ence of Ambassadors will be beneficial to 
our country, people and the peoples of all 
friendly and brotherly countries.

I would like to thank the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs once again for organizing this 
important annual conference. At previous 

conferences, I addressed you as Prime 
Minister. Today, I am delighted to be ad-
dressing you as President for the first time.

Immediately prior to the Presidential elec-
tions and, in fact, from the moment I an-
nounced my candidacy, I made it clear that 
I was going to be a different kind of presi-
dent. As a president elected by the people, 
I want to be more active and more closely 
involved in every issue that concerns my 
country and my people.

I Want You to Stand Up To 
Western Media

Seventh Conference of Ambassadors | Ankara | January 6, 2015 
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standing, self-confidence and awareness. It 
is especially important that our represent-
atives around the world, our ambassadors, 
conduct their affairs with such an aware-
ness and confidence.

You are the ambassadors of a glorious 
nation renowned for its history, culture, 
civilization and especially its War of Inde-
pendence and the victory in that struggle. 
The Armistice of Mudros or the Treaty of 
Sevres cannot cast a shadow or intimidate 
us. The Armistice of Mudros is an agree-
ment concluded by the Ottoman Empire. 
Sevres, on the other hand, is an agreement 
that our newly established Republic tore 
up and threw away.

This is what all of us must understand. 
There are those who wanted to use the 
defeat of the Ottoman Empire as a means 
to put pressure on the citizens and insti-
tutions of the Republic of Turkey for the 
last hundred years. They wanted to destroy 
our self-confidence. They said, ‘You cannot 
do it. You cannot succeed.’ They said, ‘We 
will guide you and determine your bound-
aries. We will set your agenda.’ Unfortu-
nately, those who still hoped for a mandate 
or protection and could not shake off that 
sense of defeat fell prey to it and played 
the roles that they were assigned perfectly 
well. They also wanted to drag the nation 
behind them. Praise be to Allah that this 
glorious nation did not accept the role that 
was prescribed for Turkey. Turkey was not 
made a prisoner in that direction and path. 
The reforms we are currently enacting, our 
growing economy and active and bold for-

eign policy are destroying their policy and 
the 100-year-long coup designed against 
Turkey and our nation. We are freeing our-
selves from the shackles and chains placed 
upon us. 

None of the events that transpired recently 
are a coincidence. None of the crises that 
we experienced lately are events that were 
driven by Turkey’s internal dynamics. Sep-
aratist terrorism, the Gezi events, the coup 
attempts of December 17-25 and other 
attempts were planned to determine Tur-
key’s future course. They are events that 
were put into play by pawns here as well as 
by foreign actors. All of you are well aware 
of this. Well, what are we doing or what 
will we do about it? This is important. The 
sole objective of these incidents has been 
to bring back the old, dependent and meek 
Turkey that lacks self-confidence and can 
be controlled and directed. All of these 
intrigues have been planned and staged 
to resurrect the old Turkey that would be 
bogged down in a vicious cycle of econom-
ic downturns, democratic deficit and many 
problems that cannot be solved.

The December 17-25 coup 
attempt cost 120 billion dollars

I would like to give you just one example. 
They planned the December 17-25 coup 
attempt around false allegations of cor-
ruption. Even by the most modest calcu-
lations, the December 17-25 coup attempt 
cost Turkey 120 billion dollars. If they had 
succeeded and managed to oust me as 

Foreign policy is undoubtedly one of the 
most important areas in this respect. Ever 
since I assumed the duties of President on 
August 28, I have had numerous contacts 
during my trips abroad. We also hosted a 
significant number of heads of state and 
government in Turkey. We held consulta-
tions with them. In 2015, we will intensify 
these contacts even further. God willing, 
we will move closer to achieving our for-
eign policy goals by working in coordina-
tion with the Honorable Prime Minister, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and yourselves. 
In 2015, we will, God willing, not only in-
crease the influence, reputation and im-
portance of our country around the world, 
but also work to ensure that our active for-
eign policy ensures a privileged position 
economically, politically and socially for 
our country.

Dear Friends,

The fact that the 7th Conference of Ambas-
sadors is being held in Ankara and Çanak-
kale is very appropriate. The choice of An-
kara and Çanakkale as the venue of this 
conference is significant not only because 
of the centenary ceremonies we are ob-
serving this year, but also because of cur-
rent developments. Since last July, we have 
been observing the 100th anniversary of 
World War I which fundamentally shaped 
and changed the region in which we live. 
As part of these ceremonies, we commemo-
rated the Sarıkamış Operation and the fall-
en soldiers in that operation yesterday as 
one of the important events of World War 
I. These ceremonies, which were attended 

by approximately 30,000 people old and 
young alike, are truly very significant. 

Next will be the 100th anniversary of the 
Çanakkale Victory. God willing, we will re-
member and commemorate our victory at 
Çanakkale throughout the course of this 
year with various events that begin today. 
Also in April, we will commemorate Kut 
Al Amara, another very important victory, 
in a manner that reflects the glory of that 
event. 

In 2015, the 100th anniversary of the 
events of 1915 will be raised by certain 
circles and we are aware of what is com-
ing. 2015 shall provide an opportunity not 
just for commemorative events, but also a 
chance to better understand and discuss 
certain past incidents.

We are a victorious nation, not a 
defeated one

We will do our best this year and in the fu-
ture to ensure that history is interpreted 
correctly and facts are well-understood, by 
making use of our country’s international 
connections and people who are scattered 
around the globe. I would like to emphasize 
that yes, the Ottoman Empire was defeated 
and lost territory in World War I. However, 
the Republic of Turkey was built on the tre-
mendous victory of the War of Independ-
ence which was waged after World War I.

We are a victorious nation, not a defeated 
one. It is critical that every one of the 77 
million people here possess this under-
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Esteemed Ambassadors,

Turkey has proven its stature before the 
whole world with its determination in face 
of crises. The operations and efforts against 
Turkey have been thwarted by the power of 
the people; such efforts are doomed to fail 
in the future as well. It is time to overcome 
current problems and focus our energy on 
building a strong economy, a robust foreign 
policy and a strong and prosperous socie-
ty by advancing ongoing initiatives rather 
than concentrating on artificial internal 
problems. Our ambassadors must be very 
careful and vigilant at this time against all 
such operations aimed at Turkey.

The media and other groups, especially in 
the West, are engaged in an intensive effort 
to alter perceptions about Turkey. There 
are numerous articles and commentary 
in the Western media about the events in 
Turkey and they try to portray Turkey as 
an undemocratic country. These news sto-
ries are biased, prejudiced and even out-
right lies. They are not honest or sincere. 
They sit down with us, talk to us. We an-
swer their questions and show them doc-
uments. However, they still say whatever 
they want. Why? They are not sincere. They 
are not honest. That is why I am asking our 
ambassadors in particular to stand up tall 
in face of these accusations. It is time for 
you to stand up to all of these immoral and 
false reports from the Western media, this 
fake news. You each are representing the 
Turkish nation and 77 million citizens out 
there. You are the head of your mission. 

You can never compromise on these issues 
because this is vitally important to us.

You will thwart the intrigues of 
the Hashashin

We see that a group of Hashashin is en-
gaged in intrigue in Western parliaments. 
Who is going to thwart this? It will be up 
to you, our ambassadors, to thwart these 
intrigues. Let us know what information 
and documents you need. We will address 
these issues boldly and directly. We will 
speak with everyone. We do not have the 
luxury of back-pedaling from these issues. 
We will attack them head on. 

This nation has a sense of responsibility 
and strength rooted in its history. We can-
not ignore this. No one can determine our 
agenda for us. Today, we are an agenda-set-
ting country in the world. 

The parallel organization has experienced 
a massive defeat in Turkey. We see that it is 
looking for new masters and a position as a 
hired gun. They want to betray their country 
and people, and would like to use the inter-
national media for this very purpose. We also 
know where and how they have so lavishly 
spent their money. We know how and where 
they treat people to dinners. What is the real 
reason behind all of these efforts? They do 
this because they want to create a lobby for 
themselves and keep up their clandestine 
work. We are stronger than they are. This 
parallel organization will soon be included 
in the National Security Policy Document 

Prime Minister, the cost would have been 
exponentially greater because they would 
have once again burdened Turkey and its 
people with inflation, interest rates, a con-
tracting economy and failing exports there-
by building the old Turkey they longed for. 
The interest rate lobby and the lobbies for 
blood and war would reap the benefits of 
such a situation in Turkey and add to their 
wealth. 

Those who failed at the December 17-25 
coup are still desperately trying to launch 
new operations. The scenario written 
around four former ministers was a desper-
ate attempt to complete the December 17-
25 coup. They failed there as well. They are 
grasping for straws. They are looking for a 
way to succeed. When those who wanted 
to bring back the Old Turkey said, “Let us 
form a commission of inquiry in the Turk-
ish Grand National Assembly,” I sat down 
with my colleagues as Prime Minister and 
discussed the matter. We said, “Let us form 
one.”  There was no reason to shy away from 
such a commission. The commission was 
formed, it performed its duties and final-
ly announced its decision yesterday. That 
decision was reached after all the work, 
expert reports etc. The decision of the com-
mission is, of course, an interim decision. 
The Parliament and the General Assembly 
will take it from here and the final decision 
will be made there. 

But is this the problem? This is not the 
problem. These people are looking for some 

gains for themselves. I believe that this Par-
liament will reach a final decision that will 
be fair based on the work and decision of 
the Commission of Inquiry. This will en-
sure that Turkey will not be distracted or 
become the subject of speculation; the Par-
liament will make sure of that. The nation 
passed its judgment on the allegations of 
December 17-25 during the elections on 
March 30 and August 10. The nation an-
nounced its decision at the ballot box. It is 
also important to note that the allegations 
of December 17-25 were tried in independ-
ent Turkish courts and this intrigue has 
been thwarted. I hope that they will not 
be allowed to plan new intrigues and that 
certain circles in the judiciary will not be 
allowed to try and influence politics.

Non-political institutions cannot 
interfere in politics

Over the last 12 years, Turkey has neu-
tralized the tutelage systems and bodies 
that held sway over politics, and ensured 
the return of political and non-political in-
stitutions to their principal duties. There 
will be no going back. Non-political insti-
tutions and non-political forces cannot be 
permitted to threaten the political process 
or resort to intimidation and manipulation 
through blackmail, fabricated evidence or 
similar means. God willing, the trajectory 
of new Turkey and the normalization of its 
institutions and laws will become irrevers-
ible like an arrow leaving the bow.
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Dear Friends,

Turkey’s position on the issue of Syria is 
being proven right with each passing day, 
but they cannot say so. We have been tell-
ing our Western allies all along that the 
problems in this country cannot be re-
solved by restricting the fight to Daesh and 
Ayn Al-Arab. The oppression of the Assad 
regime is the root cause of the problem and 
Daesh is a consequence. Daesh became a 
significant threat due to the long-standing 
sectarian, separatist and divisive policies 
in Iraq. Another salient factor in this out-
come has been the indecisiveness of the in-
ternational community or, in other words, 
the incapability of the United Nations to 
take action.

Former NATO Secretary General Rasmus-
sen gave a speech in Gaziantep. In his 
speech, he said, “This situation cannot 
be resolved with air operations alone. A 
ground operation is necessary.” We said 
this from the very beginning. We said, 
“You cannot achieve results here without 
a ground operation.” In our talks with the 
US President about Ayn Al-Arab, we said, 
“Why Kobani, Ayn Al-Arab? What is the 
strategic importance of this place for you?” 
Do you know what he said? “If we do not 
provide them with munitions, Kobani will 
fall in two days.” It has been two months. 
Has it fallen? Some of the munitions that 
they delivered went to Daesh and some to 
the fighters there. What happened? There 
is no change in the situation. 

We must work hard to end the 
oppression in Palestine

On our visit to France, I said to President 
Hollande, “This is not a strategic location. 
Aleppo is the strategic location. Are you 
working on Aleppo at all?” The following 
day, he explained the importance of Alep-
po and brought attention to the matter in 
an article in Fabius magazine. We must 
be realistic. But when others have hidden 
agendas, we have to think twice. After all, 
the goal in Kobani, Afrin, Kamışlı was 
something else. There is another strategic 
calculation there.

Turkey is not gullible enough to fall for 
this. So, we will do what we have to. Why? 
Because we have a 950-kilometer border 
with Syria. Turkey’s priorities are impor-
tant here. But what is it to you? What are 
their priorities? For Iraq, it is oil. We un-
derstand that. What is it for Syria? They 
are trying to reorganize things there. It is 
important that as ambassadors, you act on 
these priorities. 

Now, let me move on to another issue. In 
2014, Jerusalem witnessed the most hor-
rific examples of the freedom of religion 
being violated and trampled upon. Israel 
continued to increase its aggression in oc-
cupied Palestinian territories, especially in 
Jerusalem and Temple Mount. We sent a 
letter to the UN Security Council express-
ing our views about the inalienable rights 
of Palestine and the protection of Jerusa-
lem. You all know that we called upon the 
Security Council to take action to fulfill its 
responsibility to safeguard international 

and we will unveil the truth about them for 
the whole world to see. The National Secu-
rity Council has already made a recommen-
dation on the matter. Our government ap-
proved this recommendation in the Council 
of Ministers. It will now be included in the 
2015 National Security Policy Document. 

It is obvious that our ambassadors need to 
work harder with their staff to make sure 
the truth is heard. Others are trying to bad-
mouth Turkey and ruin its reputation by 
referring to the freedom of the press, ter-
rorism, police intervention, counter-ter-
rorism measures and the terrorist organi-
zations in Iraq and Syria.

Then, this Tahşiye incident takes place and 
results in an operation. How do they put a 
spin on this incident? By relating it to free-
dom of the press. It is not about the free-
dom of the press. Freedom of the press is 
far more advanced in Turkey than it is in 
the West. Try if you can attack a President 
or Prime Minister over there like they do 
here. You cannot. You cannot do it in France 
or Germany. You cannot do it in Russia or 
the United States. You and I know this fact. 
That is why you have to draw attention to 
these matters.

They cannot shake their fingers 
at Turkey anymore

Those who cannot or will not see the ris-
ing threats, oppression and serious viola-
tions in their own countries are trying to 
ease their conscience by using Turkey as a 
scapegoat. We will not bow to any of them. 

I will say it again. Turkey is not a country 
that anybody can arrogantly blame or ac-
cuse by shaking their finger at us. Those in 
the habit of doing so need to stop it. Those 
in the habit of shaking their finger at Tur-
key need to see that there is a New Turkey 
now and they should take note of Turkey’s 
economy, democracy and foreign policy. 

The European Union in particular needs 
to review its policy on Turkey. They have 
stalled long enough and wasted enough 
time. It is pitiful to see that the EU is still 
occupied with teaching Turkey a lesson in-
stead of recognizing the seriousness of the 
threats and dangers it faces and looking 
for ways to resolve them.

Racist and discriminatory activities, es-
pecially those targeting Muslims, have 
increased so much that they cannot be 
disregarded anymore. Is such racism and 
discrimination part of the EU acquis? 
Shouldn’t it be opposed? There are vile 
attacks organized against Muslims and 
mosques every day. Unfortunately, racist 
groups are gaining more sympathy and 
are welcomed in some Western societies. 
We are constantly drawing attention to 
the problem of Islamophobia and warning 
about the need to take measures against it. 
Islamophobia has now become a serious 
threat in Europe. You know what they did 
to the Roma community. If this matter is 
not addressed today and populism takes 
European politicians prisoner, the values 
of the European Union and Europe will be 
open for debate.
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peace and security. We will carry on with 
our efforts in this regard. We will continue 
to work for an end to the oppression in Pal-
estine and the discriminatory policies in 
this regard. I believe that the recognition of 
Palestine as a state by parliaments in var-
ious countries shows that we are moving 
in the right direction. Our hope is that Pal-
estine achieves the place it deserves in the 
international arena without further delay.

Armenia’s one-sided 
interpretation of history

Esteemed Ambassadors,

In spite of our determination to normalize 
relations between us, Armenia is choosing 
instead to focus its energy on the so-called 
genocide claims. It continues to impose its 
own point of view and its own recollection 
of events through a one-sided interpreta-
tion of historical events and politicizes the 
issue. I know that our Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs is already conducting intense and 
in-depth work on the issue in coordination 
with other relevant bodies. I know that 
your discussion during the 2015 Confer-
ence of Ambassadors will focus primarily 
on our actions about this issue. I believe 
that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will 
address these allegations actively in coor-
dination with all relevant bodies.

Esteemed Ambassadors,

We are very concerned about the continu-
ing conflict in Libya and the damage being 
inflicted on the civilian population and the 

infrastructure by air strikes as well as the 
failure to initiate political dialog between 
the parties. The ruling by the Libyan Su-
preme Court to cancel the general election 
has created a new situation in Libya. The 
slow and hesitant reaction by the inter-
national community to this ruling only 
makes the current crisis more complicat-
ed. The only way out of the crisis in Libya is 
through inclusive political dialog and na-
tional reconciliation. Therefore, the inter-
national community must work to ensure 
a cease-fire and set aside the discussion 
about legitimacy.

To ensure the success of the ongoing ef-
forts to resolve the problem, it is critical 
that no foreign intervention is made at this 
time.

Dear Friends,

As you have recently witnessed, we are 
making every effort to provide our ambas-
sadors and consul generals with proper fa-
cilities and working conditions that reflect 
well on our nation and state. 

As I conclude my remarks, I hope that the 
7th Conference of Ambassadors is a suc-
cess and ask you to convey my greetings 
to your families and to the citizens of the 
friendly and brotherly countries where 
you are posted. I wish you every success in 
your duties and extend my respects and af-
fection to you all.

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you wholeheartedly. I hope that 
the exhibition on “Documents of the First 
World War on its 100th Anniversary” and 
the symposium will be beneficial to our 
country and nation.

I welcome scientists and all participants of 
the symposium and exhibition from Tur-
key and abroad. Thank you for your contri-
butions to our history and culture.

I congratulate the General Directorate of 
State Archives, its general director and his 
team for organizing this wonderful and im-
portant program. Thank you for your con-
tribution to our history and culture.

The archives are important for us. That is 
why we moved them to this modern build-
ing in Kağıthane. As a result, the Ottoman 
Archives now provide better quality ser-
vice. However, I think it is helpful to men-
tion some facts at this point. There have 
been some people criticizing even this 

World War I Is Not Over! 

Opening of the exhibition of “Documents of the First World War on its 
100th Anniversary” and the Global Archive Directors Congress 

Istanbul | March 19, 2015 
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in 1923, and our thinking was restricted 
in this way. The Republic of Turkey was 
founded in 1923, but our roots are much 
deeper. The Republic of Turkey is not the 
first state we founded as a nation; it is the 
most recent. We must first come to terms 
with this fact. The history of our states 
symbolized on the Presidential Seal dates 
back more than 2,200 years.

We must learn lessons from 
the Çanakkale victory and the 
Balkan defeat

There are lessons that we need to learn 
from many of the incidents over the last 
2,200 years of history. There are extreme-
ly important lessons to be learned from 
World War I, which this exhibition and 
symposium are named after. If the Çanak-
kale victory is the greatest victory of the 
last 200 years of our history, the Balkan de-
feat is one of the greatest embarrassments. 
There are lessons to be learned from the 
Balkan defeat and the Çanakkale victory. 
Another important page in our history is 
the Sarıkamış disaster. We are commemo-
rating its 100th anniversary and we must 
learn from it as well.

It is easy to read history today and judge 
or condemn the actors responsible for it. 
Today, some people mock the statement 
“We fought against the great powers of the 
world” and treat this with contempt. Simi-
larly, they make little of the statement “We 
were not defeated; we lost the war because 
the Germans were defeated”. There are 
even those who have lost their senses to say 
that “The Ottoman Empire was a puppet in 

the Battle of Gallipoli”. They say so because 
they are unaware of the significance of the 
Battle of Gallipoli.

There is something in particular that I 
would like to emphasize. World War I is an 
important page in our history where our 
armies fought with faith and determina-
tion and achieved significant victories, de-
spite all the hardship and shortages. This 
achievement cannot be overshadowed by 
criticism from impudent people who have 
made a practice of belittling their history 
and who have no notion of the principle of 
pacta sunt servanda or national pride. Had 
they been successful in overshadowing 
these achievements, we would not be here 
today. We did fight against all great powers 
of the world in World War I. In addition to 
Çanakkale, our soldiers fought heroically 
on many fronts in the Caucasus, Galicia, 
the Sinai and Iraq, and they kept our flag 
flying high.

Another victory we should proudly remem-
ber from this war is the Ottoman victory at 
Kut Al Amara. Our army commanded by 
Halil Pasha captured 13 British generals 
and 481 officers. In Tripoli, a military unit 
of 1,000 soldiers together with civilians 
stopped an army of 100,000 soldiers. Our 
forces regrouped after the Sarıkamış disas-
ter and together with the Islamic Army of the 
Caucasus commanded by Nuri Pasha saved 
Baku and the entire region from the enemy.

We put up a glorious resistance 
and struggle in World War I

This nation put up a glorious resistance 
and fought everywhere in World War 

building. No matter what they say, I believe 
we built an archive building that is worthy 
of the legacy of our ancestors and history.

Today, there are 64 independent states in 
the area that was once within the borders 
of the Ottoman Empire. All of these coun-
tries need to refer to the Ottoman Archives 
from time to time. Researchers from the 
countries that had relations with the Otto-
man Empire, the most powerful state of its 
time, can trace their history in this archive.

If we cannot offer a service that is worthy of 
this great legacy, we will be ashamed before 
our ancestors and the entire world. Those 
criticizing this project very harshly are 
successors of those who sold the memory 
and archives of this nation abroad as scrap 
paper. We will continue to do our part to 
pass on this valuable treasure which is our 
nation’s memory to future generations.

Nations exist and survive thanks 
to their history and are nour-
ished from their roots

This building provides ample space to re-
searchers for their studies. The Ottoman 
Archive Gallery established in this spa-
cious area makes it possible to see the doc-
uments in situ. The number of archivists 
employed by the institution has increased 
significantly. The number of documents 
made available to researchers has doubled 
by moving to this building and by em-
ploying additional personnel. Restoration 
of worn-out documents can now be per-
formed under much improved conditions. 

As you know, restoration is an extremely 
important activity in archives. With the in-
troduction of this building, digitization has 
increased eightfold compared to previous 
years. In a speech that I delivered in this 
very room at the opening ceremony of this 
modern archive building, I had said that 
students should be able to see this valuable 
treasure handed down from our ancestors. 
To date, 20,000 students have visited this 
place and had the opportunity to breathe 
this atmosphere and see these important 
documents. Our children can now become 
acquainted with the rich heritage of their 
ancestors and understand history from a 
wider perspective. I hope we are worthy 
of the civilization that passed this legacy 
down to us. I also hope that we can take the 
legacy we inherited from them even fur-
ther.

Dear Brothers,

The late Akif said it so well. “They say his-
tory repeats itself. Would history repeat 
itself if the lessons had been learned?” Na-
tions survive thanks to their history and 
are nourished by their roots. We certainly 
do not regard history as a pile of incidents 
from the past. On the contrary, we see his-
tory as our future. What do we mean? We 
are the future with roots in the past. In this 
respect, history is a living being.

History is full of lessons. Unfortunately, 
our country has, for a long time, neglected 
its duty to research our history and read 
and examine the documents we have. For 
generations, we have been told that the 
history of this country and nation started 
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same strategy was implemented. We never 
treated the Middle East, the Balkans, the 
Caucasus and North Africa the way they 
did, and we have no intention of doing 
so. We do not view these regions as chess 
boards where all kinds of strategies can be 
implemented. This is not how we should 
view the region.

We view these regions and the peoples in 
these regions as our brothers or, at worst, 
as our friends. That is why we have tried to 
do whatever a brother can do for a broth-
er. Using the strength that we derive from 
our history and culture, we will continue 
to fight against those who try to cover up 
blood with more blood and tyranny with 
more tyranny.

The Armenian Diaspora is 
aiming to instill hostility 
towards Turkey

Esteemed Friends,

While we celebrate 2015 as the 100th 
anniversary of our glorious battles and 
victories, some people are trying to make 
this year the symbol of hostility towards 
Turkey.

The Armenian Diaspora is carrying out 
worldwide campaigns based on allegations 
of genocide to instill hostility towards Tur-
key. I would like to draw your attention 
to the fact that the purpose of these cam-
paigns is to create hostility towards our 
country and nation, and not to commem-

orate the suffering that the Armenians en-
dured in the past.

We have always taken a principled, con-
sistent and honest stance since the very 
beginning. What do we say? We say that 
some disasters and tragedies may have oc-
curred during the years of this great war, 
as they occurred in every period in history. 
Armenians are not the only ones who were 
affected by such incidents. The biggest 
massacres against Muslims in history were 
carried out in the Balkans and the Cauca-
sus at this time. Just as Armenians suf-
fered in Anatolia, hundreds of thousands 
of Muslims suffered at the hand of Arme-
nians. This is all stated in the documents.

This issue should not be exploited for po-
litical gain today, especially in the inter-
national arena. I repeatedly called on the 
Armenian diaspora and the Armenian gov-
ernment and said, “Come and see our ar-
chives and documents. We have hundreds 
of thousands, maybe over one million 
documents that have been properly clas-
sified. Bring all the documents you have. 
Let us assign historians, archivists, politi-
cal scientists and even archaeologists and 
legal experts to work on these documents. 
Everything is out in the open. Let us look 
for the truth here.”

You cannot achieve anything from the 
campaigns you carry out against Turkey 
by visiting and bribing countries and re-
sorting to lobbying and immoral strategies. 
You cannot reach the truth we all need by 
having resolutions passed by parliaments 

I. There are a lot of lessons to be learned 
from this. Yahya Kemal reflects the spirit of 
those days in these lines:

“This breaking storm is the Turkish army, 
gracious Allah
Dying on your behalf is this army, gracious Allah
So that your name will be exalted in the 
call to prayer
Make them victorious, for this is the last 
army of Islam.”

Thank God, the last army of Islam did its 
part everywhere from Çanakkale to Kut Al 
Amara and made our nation proud.

Another name for World War I is “the First 
War of Partition.” This definition is also 
very important. It was about dividing up 
the Ottoman Empire which controlled oil, 
the Mediterranean region and trade routes 
of the Suez. This point of view allows us to 
better understand not just the incidents of 
the past but those of the current day.

We can understand what is happening in 
Syria, Iraq, Egypt and Libya by looking 
back at history. Our nation shouldered its 
responsibilities then, and it is doing the 
same today. We will keep on making this ef-
fort, for we believe that there is a fate above 
all fates. I believe that both the sacrifices of 
our nation and the cry of the wronged Is-
lamic world will eventually be heard.

Dear Friends, Brothers,

Today, we can see very clearly that World 
War I is not over yet. The long parenthe-
sis opened by World War I has not been 

closed yet. Those who shaped our region at 
the end of this war were aiming to separate 
hearts and souls from each other with the 
borders they put up between peoples. We 
see the shadow of the order established in 
World War I behind all problems, conflicts 
and the bloodshed in our region.

The Sykes-Picot Agreement signed at the 
end of the war only brought unrest, chaos, 
pain, tears and oppression; we need to rec-
ognize this. The chaotic order established 
in our region and across the world at that 
time is still in effect. The borders created 
with this agreement were intended to in-
crease ethnic, religious and sectarian sepa-
ration, not to end them. This intent is clear-
ly seen in the memoirs and documents 
from the period.

We never treated the Middle East, 
the Balkans, the Caucasus and 
North Africa the way they did

What did the British spy Lawrence -- one of 
those primarily responsible for the unrest 
that still persists in the Middle East -- say? 
This is very important. He said, “This war is 
not fought against the military might of the 
Turks but against their hearts and minds.” 
This is what Lawrence said. Those who fought 
against us knew that they would not be able 
to establish their order without cutting away 
our hearts and minds from these places.

When Turkey started to become influen-
tial in the region with its history, civiliza-
tion and heartfelt ties in the 2000s, the 
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and senates in other countries, by way of 
articles written in the press or through oth-
er events organized against Turkey. We are 
well aware of these developments. We are 
well aware of how these campaigns are car-
ried out.

Armenia did not respond 
positively to our call to open 
archives

It is in these archives where we must look 
for the truth. However, we have not re-
ceived any response to our invitations yet. 
We also proposed to conduct studies in 
other countries but received no positive 
response. We said that even our army is 
ready to open their archives if necessary, 
but we did not receive a positive response 
to any of our invitations. Let us create a 
joint commission of historians and schol-
ars to work on the archives of other coun-
tries. Let them collect all the documents 
and information in order to shed some 
light on the truth.

Our proposal is persistently ignored. Why? 
Because their aim is not to find the truth 
but to attack and damage Turkey with the 
perceptions they create. This is just what 
they intend to do. With all due respect, we 
have nothing to account for. If we were to 
investigate the tragedies that our nation 
experienced over the last 100-150 years, 
we would have much more to claim than 
the Armenians.

I believe that a great deal of information 
and resources will be uncovered as the Ot-
toman archives are classified and the study 
of history and archives advances in our 
country. This is why we make these invest-
ments. We all, especially our universities, 
have responsibilities in this regard. As part 
of these responsibilities, we have recently 
taken a step to teach Ottoman Turkish in 
our schools. Why? Because a good com-
mand of Ottoman Turkish is needed to 
analyze these resources. With a good com-
mand of Ottoman Turkish, I believe that 
the number of analyzed documents will 
increase significantly.

As the president of this country, I would 
like to reiterate my wish to see increased 
efforts in the area of historical and archival 
research. As before, I will continue to sup-
port the projects to be carried out in this 
area.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
once again thank everyone who organized 
and contributed to this interesting and 
meaningful event. I once again commem-
orate the 100th anniversary of the Çanak-
kale Victory. I honor the memory of all of 
our fallen soldiers and veterans, especially 
those who fought in the Battle of Gallipoli 
and the War of Independence with grati-
tude and respect. May Allah have mercy 
on their souls. I hope that this exhibition 
and symposium will bring benefits to our 
country and nation. I extend my respects 
to you all.

Dear Young People, Esteemed Citizens of 
the Republic of Turkey and the Federal Re-
public of Germany, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I salute you wholeheartedly. I also greet all 
of my brothers in Germany who are pres-
ent here today as well as those who could 
not be here today with heartfelt affection.

I thank each and every one of you for this 

excellent occasion which brings us togeth-
er. May the peace, mercy and blessing of 
Allah be upon all of you and all of us.

Before I go any further, I would like to ex-
press my best wishes to all women for a 
happy Mother’s Day, especially those here 
with us today. Let us also send a prayer to 
mothers who passed into eternity.

Those Without A Vision Beyond 
Our Borders Abandoned The 

Emigrants

Germany “Karlsruhe Meeting” | Berlin, Germany | May 10, 2015 
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was lost. For want of an army, the nation 
was lost.” Consider your vote in this light.

In the past, our citizens here could not ad-
equately exercise their voting rights be-
cause of the requirement for votes to be 
cast at customs. Our people had to take 
buses, automobiles and planes to border 
crossings and airports just to cast their 
votes. We now made it possible for citizens 
living abroad to cast their votes at our dip-
lomatic missions in their own countries. 
As you know, this method was used for the 
first time in the presidential election last 
year, and there were some hiccups. We did 
not get the results we wanted. We did not 
provide enough information. However, I 
believe that the voter turnout abroad, es-
pecially in Europe, will be just as high as in 
Turkey this time around.

Dear Brothers,

Voting is not a burden, but a privilege. It 
is an opportunity. You can make your voice 
heard loudest and use your power most ef-
fectively by voting, not by armed conflict in 
the mountains. We did not come to power 
with the support of armed groups. On the 
contrary, we came to power by winning the 
hearts of the people. There are some who 
are trying to achieve things in Turkey with 
the support of armed terrorist groups. 

There are approximately 6.5 million people 
living abroad. The party that ignores these 
votes would be turning its back on a pop-
ulation that is the size of six metropolitan 
cities in Turkey if we were to assume each 
metropolitan city to have a population of 
one million. No politician or party can af-

ford to do that. I am asking you to wield the 
power you possess in the best way possible.

You are the nation’s voice; that is 
why we need to hear your voice

I hope that you will go to the voting stations 
in Germany and all over Europe in full 
force and with great determination. You 
must make your vote count in Germany! 
Send a powerful message from Germany 
to Turkey and the entire world by casting 
your vote! Start building the New Turkey 
in Germany! Praise Allah, may it come to 
pass. I pray that Allah will give us lasting 
unity, solidarity and brotherhood.

As you know, we started the voting proce-
dures at 33 customs crossings and seven 
countries on Friday, including in Germany, 
Austria, Belgium, France, Switzerland and 
Denmark. You can cast your vote at 13 con-
sulate generals throughout Germany until 
May 31.

Voting at the customs offices will contin-
ue until June 7. You can also vote at the 
Atatürk and Sabiha Gökçen Airports. I pray 
that your votes will bring good fortune to 
the country. Do not forget that if you do not 
exercise this power, those who pretend as 
if you do not exist will carry on as before. 
But if you take full advantage of this oppor-
tunity, believe me, there is no politician in 
Turkey or in the countries where you live 
with the courage to ignore your voice. Why 
shouldn’t my brothers among this packed 
audience take a seat in their state parlia-
ments? Why shouldn’t they win seats in the 
federal parliament? Why shouldn’t they 

Dear Brothers,

Our mothers raised us and made us who 
we are. Heaven lies at the feet of mothers, 
not fathers. Some people may not realize 
this, but so be it. Those who do under-
stand know how important this is. Woe to 
those who do not understand the value of 
a mother. In this regard, our path is impor-
tant and unique.

I would like to thank everyone involved in 
the organization of this wonderful gather-
ing and all of the NGOs. I would like to ex-
press my gratitude for your unity and sol-
idarity. I bring you greetings from the 78 
million citizens of the Republic of Turkey.

Activities in Germany 40 years ago were 
very different from the present. Look how 
far we’ve come. I hope that my first visit to 
Germany as the president of Turkey elect-
ed by the people will be a blessing for all.

I would like to underline that we will con-
tinue to support our brothers in Europe 
with all of our resources and strength just 
as we have done up until today. The strong-
er we keep the unity and solidarity of the 
Turkish community in Europe, the more 
hope we will have for the future.

Brothers,

I believe that the elections on June 7 are an 
opportunity to demonstrate this unity and 
solidarity in the best way possible. In this 
election, you will have a vote for the first 
time. Isn’t this what you have been waiting 
for all these years? Weren’t you wonder-
ing when you were going to be given this 

right? Praise Allah, we were fated to make 
this a reality. We made it happen in spite of 
all the obstacles. My brothers living abroad 
can now vote in elections in Turkey. You 
voted for the first time in the presidential 
election, but now you will vote in the gen-
eral election.

The 1.45 million Turks in 
Germany will be a deciding 
factor on June 7 

We know that there are still people at home 
and abroad who are hostile to the faith, 
culture, history and values of this nation. 
They are targeting not only myself and the 
government but all of our brothers who 
embrace these values and express them in 
their lives. All my brothers here today are 
targets of these attacks. In my 40 years in 
politics, I was able -- by the grace of Allah 
and the support of our people – to fend 
off every attack made against me. Praise 
Allah, my people know very well that the 
purpose of our struggle has been to defend 
their values. I believe that we will come out 
of this fight with our heads held up high 
based on our common understanding, uni-
ty and solidarity. But we must work hard 
and succeed in unity. The voters in Europe, 
especially the 1.45 million in Germany, will 
play a deciding role on June 7. All of my 
brothers must clearly understand that the 
vote you have the right to cast is definitely 
not just a single vote. You know the famous 
saying: “For want of a nail, the shoe was 
lost. For want of a shoe, the horse was lost. 
For want of a horse, the commander was 
lost. For want of a commander, the army 
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large numbers in the 50s and the 60s, Tur-
key was constantly struggling with coups, 
juntas, memorandums, economic and po-
litical crises and domestic conflict. You suf-
fered the difficulty of living abroad while 
your brothers in Turkey were turned into 
pariahs. The period that began with the sin-
gle party era and continued throughout the 
1970s and 1990s cost our country dearly in 
many ways. Turkey turned inwards and fo-
cused on its own problems and all but forgot 
its history, brothers and region. Those with 
a vision that ended in Kapıkule, Gürbulak, 
Habur and Cilvegözü also abandoned our 
brothers who came to Europe.

They turned Turkey into a country that 
was mocked for the number of zeros on 
its money. Now they shamelessly stand up 
and speak. We would go to bed, get up in 
the morning and find out that a zero had 
been added to the 1, then another zero, 
then another zero, until there were six 
zeros. It used to cost 1 lira to use the re-
stroom, but it got to the point where it cost 
1 million liras. Oh, what terrible times! 
When we made the decision to get rid of 
the six zeros, I said to my friends, “We are 
going to eliminate six zeros.” Some protest-
ed. I said, “We are going to eliminate them.” 
Some columnists said, “If you eliminate six 
zeros, inflation will go through the roof.” 
In fact, one of them said, “If they manage 
to eliminate six zeros, I will go to Taksim 
Square and bray like a donkey.” We are still 
waiting to hear him bray.

That was Turkey when we took over in 
2002. Today, when we look back, we see 
that Turkey has risen to become a country 

whose flag, passport, currency and econo-
my we can be proud of. During this time, 
we increased the GDP from 230 billion 
dollars to 800 billion dollars. Turkey was 
sending its workforce abroad, but now it is 
a country where people come to work and 
start businesses.

Our children used to go abroad for educa-
tion, but now approximately 50,000 inter-
national students study in our universities, 
and we provide scholarships to 13,500 of 
them. When we took office, there were 76 
universities. Right now, there are 191 uni-
versities as a result of the decisions passed 
by parliament. There is no province with-
out a university. You know what they say: 
“We made them do it; they had no choice 
but to do it.” Give us a break. We did it be-
cause we thought it was necessary. If there 
is a university in Hakkari today, it is be-
cause we planned it and built it. The same 
is true for Muş, Kars and Ağrı. This is ex-
actly what we did for the airports too.

You must teach those who burn 
construction equipment in 
Hakkari a lesson at the ballot 
box

Here is the problem. The airport in Hakkari 
was supposed to be opened two years ago. 
But it is two years behind schedule. Why? 
Construction equipment is constantly set 
on fire and the contractors are threatened. 
You know who is doing this, right? The 
very same people who walk freely in Eu-
rope. I say that you need to teach them a 
lesson at the ballot box on June 7.

take a seat in the European Parliament? 
You are the nation’s voice, and that is why 
we need to hear this voice. I do not mean 
the voices that are raised for a moment of 
silence in the European Parliament for the 
Armenian issue, but voices that make their 
position clear. In my view, this is what you 
should do.

If such distinguished people like your-
selves who are committed to the faith, val-
ues, history and culture of our nation do 
not take advantage of this opportunity, 
there will be others who will. Do you see 
the people who are working so fervent-
ly in the field right now? If you abandon 
the playing field, someone else will come 
and take your place. Then they will be the 
ones you will have to deal with here and 
in Turkey. I do not believe that my broth-
ers here and in other European countries 
and cities will ever allow that to happen. I 
sincerely believe that you will stand up for 
your rights and your future. I have every 
confidence in you.

Dear Brothers,

Last year before the presidential elections, 
we met with our brothers in Germany 
and then in Austria and France in similar 
rooms packed with excitement. Today, we 
are here with you again. From here, we go 
to Belgium and will meet with our broth-
ers there. We take advantage of every op-
portunity to meet with our brothers in Eu-
rope and elsewhere around the world. We 
do not view our brothers living abroad as 
migrants any longer but as our source of 
strength abroad. 

The countries you migrated to became 
your homeland as a result of your patience, 
determination and efforts. I know that you 
have difficulties. I know that things have 
changed from 50 years ago in Germany, 
but you can actually make it your own. 
Home is where we live.

I had a meeting with the president of Ger-
many yesterday, where he said, “Turkey 
has grown more prosperous; I noticed it 
during my visit there. That is why we have 
such a unique and positive relationship 
with your kin and the Turks in Germany. 
I wanted you to know this, Mr. president.”

You are the Alperens for this new 
homeland

Dear Brothers,

The Turkey of 50 years ago is no more. You 
are at the service of a new homeland now; 
you are the Alperens of the new homeland. 
That is how I ask you to think. You are the 
most important source of Turkey’s region-
al and global power. The wailing at Sirkeci 
Train Station when the trains were leaving 
for Europe has been replaced with the joy 
and hope that is transported by planes that 
land at our airports, which will number 55 
at the end of the month. When we took of-
fice 12 years ago, there were 26 airports in 
Turkey, but praise Allah, right now we have 
53 airports. This number will rise to 56 
with those that will be opened soon. Just 
look how far we’ve come.

In the process, Turkey is undergoing huge 
change. When you started coming here in 
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We are transporting people 
under the sea on the metro 

We love our nation. We are passionate 
about our people. What could be better 
than serving this nation? That is why I 
would like to refer to a saying by our belov-
ed Prophet (pbuh): “The best human is the 
one who serves others.” This is what we are 
about. Do you know the cost of the Yavuz 
Sultan Selim Bridge? Three billion dollars. 
Not one penny is spent from the national 
budget. The South Koreans and a Turkish 
company will operate it for 12 years, in-
cluding the time for construction. What 
will happen at the end of 12 years? It will 
be handed over to the state. We know how 
to get the job done and we do it.

That is not all. Have any of you used Mar-
maray yet? Mashallah. Do you know 
how many people used Marmaray in 18 
months? To date, Marmaray transported 
73 million people. But there is something 
important here. What is it? We are the de-
scendants of the Conqueror. Our ancestor 
Fatih carried ships across the land; we are 
operating the metro underneath the sea. 

The construction of the Eurasia Tunnel is 
ongoing. It is also under the sea. The Eur-
asia Tunnel is two stories and built for au-
tomobile traffic. We will finish it next year. 
The Eurasia Tunnel will cost 1.5 billion dol-
lars. Again, not one penny is spent from the 
national budget. Like we said, we know how 
to get the job done and we do it. The compa-
nies that build it will operate it for 29 years. 

Dear Brothers,

We did not sit on our laurels. We worked 
hard. You cannot run a state with empty 
words. There were hospitals in Turkey in 
1998, social security administration hospi-
tals. What suffering we endured. You know 
what would happen to a person in those 
hospitals, you know what kind of general 
managers they had. What comes to mind 
when someone mentions ‘hospital’? Hy-
giene. But were those hospitals hygienic? 
You would go in healthy and come out sick. 
That is how bad it was. But, praise Allah, 
our hospitals are very clean now. There are 
no more social security hospitals, hospitals 
for the retired or PTT hospitals. We elim-
inated these distinctions. There is no dis-
tinction between private sector hospitals 
or hospitals run by charitable foundations. 
You can go to whatever hospital you want. 
We ended the era of holding the patient 
hostage. They even held the dead hostage 
in this country. They used to say, “Bring the 
money and we will give you the body.” This 
really happened. 

I am a man of the people, not of 
the powers that be

So what are the people who put us through 
this talking about now? They say, “The 
president cannot take sides.” That is true. 
But what did I say when I spoke to the 
crowds? Of course, I maintain equal dis-
tance to all the parties. But I have a side. I 
am on the people’s side. Whatever problem 
my people are having, I am on the side of a 
solution. What am I supposed to do? Keep 
quiet when I see the pain and problems? 

My fellow citizens in Hakkari should say, 
“I do not want to get off the plane at Van 
Airport to go to Hakkari. I want to land in 
Yüksekova and go to my home in Hakka-
ri.” Does my Kurdish brother from Hakka-
ri have a right to do this? He does. Who 
is obstructing the construction of the air-
port? And who is trying to get it done? We 
are. Who loves my Kurdish brothers, us or 
them? We do not do things halfway. We 
love Turks, Kurds, Circassians, Georgians, 
Abkhazians, Albanians, Bosnians, Roma 
and whoever else because we love those 
who are created for the sake of the Crea-
tor and will continue to do so. That is what 
makes us different.

Brothers, 

Their love and affection is fake. Do not be-
lieve them. They are incapable of love. Can 
murderers love? Can those who kill people 
love? Then we must not fall for this trick. 
We will join hands and work side by side. 
Do not forget. You know we have the Rabia 
sign, don’t you? 

I am going to give you some examples. I 
served as prime minister for approximate-
ly 12 years. I am not about to describe each 
and every achievement during this time. 
As we say in Turkish: ‘When a donkey dies, 
he leaves behind a saddle. When a man 
dies, he leaves behind his achievements’. 
Praise Allah, we take pride in our achieve-
ments. 

In 79 years, the total distance of highways 
built in Turkey was 6,100 kilometers. We 
built 17,600 kilometers of highway in 12 
years. You remember how roads would be 

in good condition until they would begin 
to deteriorate as you approached from Bul-
garia towards Turkey, right? And when you 
crossed into Turkey from Bulgaria, they 
would be in terrible shape. You remember 
those days. Now it is the exact opposite. 
The roads through Bulgaria until the Turk-
ish border are terrible, but once you get 
to Edirne, you get on the divided highway 
and can go anywhere in Anatolia.

We want to do more. The Yavuz Sultan 
Selim Bridge is being built right now. 
These people were upset by the Yavuz Sul-
tan Selim Bridge. Why? They say, “How can 
you call it the Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge?” 
A branch of the Alevi faith that has nothing 
to do with Ali has arisen in Germany and 
Europe. They actually nominated someone 
from among this group of Alevis who have 
nothing to do with Ali to parliament. My 
brothers, we must be vigilant. If the Alevi 
faith is based on loving Hazrat Ali Radi Al-
lah Anhu, no one can be more Alevi than 
I am. But if the Alevi faith is a religion, 
then Tayyip Erdoğan is not part of it; that 
is for the Alevis that have nothing to do 
with Ali. I believe that you will show them 
what you think on June 7. That is why, my 
dear brothers, you must work very hard. 
The Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge will be the 
world’s widest, with four lanes each way, 
and a high-speed train will go through the 
middle. The project is an exceptional one. 
Praise Allah, it is moving ahead quickly. 
Unless there is some extraordinary situ-
ation, we plan to finish it probably by the 
end of the year. You can cross it on a high-
speed train or in your car. Why are we do-
ing all this? For our people.
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this way, they wanted to guarantee that the 
government in office would rule the coun-
try with stability for five years.

Another important development recently 
took place in the U.K. The elections which 
were recently held had some interesting re-
sults. Britain was ruled by a coalition, but 
the Conservative Party managed to come 
to power with a majority of the members of 
parliament. However, the main opposition 
party and the coalition partner lost a signif-
icant number of votes. One party won one 
seat in parliament with 12 percent of the 
vote while a party in another region won 56 
seats in parliament with 4.7 percent of the 
vote. This was the case. Of course, the lead-
ers of the three parties that lost immediate-
ly resigned. 

You know what I say going into every elec-
tion? “If we do not win this election, I will 
resign.” That is the promise I make. You re-
member those days. I invited other leaders 
to do the same. None of them could say, 
“Sure, we will agree to that.” Why? Because 
they want to safeguard their position. After 
all, they are at the top of the list of candi-
dates. Their only concern is making sure 
that they do not lose their seat in parlia-
ment. We have yet to see an opposition par-
ty make this promise in this election. But 
the honorable prime minister is saying, “I’ 
will resign if we do not win.” I wonder when 
Turkey is going to embrace this Western 
value. 

The situation in the U.K. initiated national 
conversations about stability and fair rep-
resentation. The system that was designed 
as a two-party system literally collapsed 
when other parties were included.

A new constitution and the 
presidential system are essential 
for building the New Turkey

Dear Brothers,

What I am trying to say is that the presi-
dential system is not something I want for 
myself. I am a president elected directly 
by the people. I am here today and gone 
tomorrow. What we want is to leave an 
administrative system for future genera-
tions. Let us leave behind a system that our 
country can embrace for decades, or God 
willing, centuries. The only thing I am con-
cerned about is the future of my country 
and my people.

This year, Turkey is serving as the G20 pres-
ident. Praise Allah, this was not achieved 
so easily. Ten of the countries on this plat-
form representing the world’s most devel-
oped countries are governed by presiden-
tial systems. Why? Would they use this 
system if it were not beneficial? The reason 
is that it has strengths. They do not want to 
give up those strengths. This is why a new 
constitution and the presidential system 
are essential for building the New Turkey. 
Otherwise, we will not only fail to achieve 
the 2023 goals, but also miss out on our vi-
sion for 2053 and 2071.

I believe that my brothers in Europe, espe-
cially those in Germany, will show Turkey 
and the world just how determined they 
are to build the New Turkey with the power-
ful statement they will make on June 7. Are 
we ready to build the New Turkey? Do we 
want a new constitution? Do we support the 

They say it here: ‘The man of the people.’ 
Yes, I am a man of the people, not of the 
powers that be, and I will walk this path.

I was in Izmir yesterday. On the way from 
Izmir to Istanbul, I saw the towers of the 
bridge at Izmit Bay going up. Not one pen-
ny is spent from the budget on that bridge 
either. A consortium is building it. This 
bridge will be handed over to the state in 
22 years, including the time for construc-
tion. You do not need to do everything 
with the national budget. 

When I took office, the Central Bank had 
27.5 billion dollars in reserves, and almost 
half of that was yours. But, praise Allah, 
there is now 120 billion dollars at the Cen-
tral Bank. Look how far we’ve come. Do 
not forget our debt to the IMF -- 23.5 bil-
lion dollars. But do we owe the IMF now? 
We have cleared that off the books. Now 
the IMF wants to borrow money from us. 
They say, “Can you loan us 5 billion dol-
lars?” We said, “We can.” 

Turkey is now the sixth largest economy 
in Europe. We are 17th in the world. God 
willing, we will be one of the 10 largest 
economies by 2023. Our goal is to in-
crease our GDP to 2 trillion dollars and 
our exports to 500 billion dollars by 2023. 
All of these developments directly affect 
both our people living in Turkey and our 
brothers living in Europe. As Turkey be-
comes more powerful, your reputation as 
migrants living in Europe and around the 
world will grow.

We must make stability 
permanent to build the New 
Turkey

Dear Brothers,

I would like to emphasize another fact. We 
are working hard to gentrify the cities in 
our country. Our Public Housing Adminis-
tration continues to build housing. Around 
650,000 houses have been built and deliv-
ered to their owners. We wanted to make it 
possible for our citizens to live in modern 
houses and we took necessary steps to make 
it happen. These construction projects are 
ongoing and increasing in number. 

We need a new initiative in order to achieve 
our 2023 goals. We are calling it “building 
the New Turkey.” In order to build the New 
Turkey, we must strengthen the stability of 
our country and make it permanent. I gave 
you a few examples of just how far Turkey 
has come with the stability and trust that 
has been achieved in the last 12 years as a 
result of the appreciation that our people 
have bestowed on us. We must provide Tur-
key with a powerful and sustainable gov-
ernance structure for future generations. 
That is why we are recommending a new 
constitution and the presidential system.

Some of the most developed countries in 
the world are in Europe. For some time now, 
political stability has been a topical issue in 
Europe. Italy has recently taken action on 
the matter. Did you follow it? What did they 
do? They passed a law which mandates a 
single party rule with at least 40 percent of 
the vote. It was the social democratic party 
currently in power that passed this law. In 
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presidential system? Wonderful! Anyone 
who doesn’t hear this voice must be deaf in 
heart and soul too.

Dear Young People, 

You are never alone here in this country. 
You have responsibilities in the countries 
you live, in Europe, and in your family. Your 
success will be measured by how you dis-
charge your responsibilities and you will 
be honored both in your own community 
and the country in which you live accord-
ingly. First of all, you must fully embrace 
your own faith, language and culture, but 
you must also accept that you are truly cit-
izens of the country where you live. Then 
you must make others accept this as well. 
If you do not make this effort yourself, no 
one will grant you your rights as a person. 
Therefore, you must fully embrace your lan-
guage, Turkish. Let me be clear. A person 
who loses his language loses everything. 
Do not forget that the language you speak 
is also the language for thinking. If you can-
not speak your language well, it means you 
cannot think well. If you cannot speak Turk-
ish well, it is impossible for you to learn Ger-
man or English well. That is why the issue 
of language is so important. If you did not 
learn Turkish in addition to German and 
English, it means you did not fulfill your re-
sponsibility to yourself, your family or the 
community you live in. A different path will 
open up before you when you achieve this 
goal.

Dear Young People, 

A body with no soul is dead; so is a person 
with no faith. Our religion and our faith are 
everything.

I would like to address you with advice that 
Prophet Luqman gave his son. Do you know 
what Prophet Luqman told his son? Do not 
worship multiple gods, do your prayers cor-
rectly, do not swagger about, do not yell, re-
pent quickly, do not befriend the ignorant, 
keep yourself from sin and lies. Attend gath-
erings where the name of Allah is spoken, 
command goodness and give up vices. Do 
not be lazy, do not rush, patiently endure 
your trials. Yes, we are responsible for these 
things.

Let me conclude my remarks with the words 
of master Necip Fazıl.
“One day all the cogs will break,
Our glorious wheel will keep turning
A hand from heaven will wipe the elderly 
tears
Our home and hearth will rejoice
Language, history, morals and faith will be 
saved
They will see what it means to be a hero
When heaven and earth give no water
Our ditches will irrigate every field
We will go following the path of divine light
We will endure the pain and suffering
One day when evening falls we too shall go
Our song will still be on our lips.”

Yes, one day when evening falls, we too 
shall go, but this song will never end. Our 
1436-year-old Hijrah from Mecca to Medi-
na will never end. Our 944-year-old raid at 
Manzikert will never end. Our 562-year-old 
conquest of Istanbul will never end. Our 
100-year victory-old at Kut Al Amara and 
Çanakkale will never end. Our 50-year-old 
presence in Europe will never end.

Esteemed Representatives of the Business 
Community, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you wholeheartedly. I hope that the 
22nd Ordinary General Meeting of the 
Turkish Exporters Assembly will bring 
benefits to our country, people and the 
economy.

I congratulate all companies and busi-
nessmen who won an Export Champions 
Award.

The Turkish Exporters Assembly, its pres-
ident and members deserve all the credit 
and our gratitude for their contributions 
to the development and prosperity of our 

Our Exporters Will Play The 
Biggest Role In Building The 

New Turkey

22nd Ordinary General Meeting of the Turkish Exporters Assembly
Istanbul | June 21, 2015 
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ing role in building the New Turkey. In fact, 
we have a concrete example before us. The 
global economic crisis of 2008 affected our 
country and the entire world. At that time, 
I said this crisis would affect us only tan-
gentially and was criticized for that. But I 
said so because I believe in Turkey’s poten-
tial, the determination of our businessmen 
and our people’s diligence. As a matter of 
fact, although our exports decreased by 
22.6 percent and the economy shrank by 
4.8 percent in 2009, we started to grow in 
2010. Our exports increased by 11.5 per-
cent in 2010 and 18.5 percent in 2011. Our 
growth was 9.2 percent in 2010 and 8.8 
percent in 2011.

Turkey is in the middle of a ring 
of fire and must stand strong

In Turkey, political stability correlates 
strongly with growth rates. Whenever a 
leader or a politician has the full support of 
the people, Turkey achieves high and con-
tinuous growth rates. It was the case at the 
time of late Menderes; it was the case dur-
ing the first term of the late Demirel and 
it was also the case at the time of the late 
Özal. In this respect, single-party govern-
ments have a special place in our country. 
My 12-year term as prime minister marked 
historic achievements for Turkey. Today, 
we face a different situation because of the 
current situation in the global economy 
and our country’s politics. I am confident 
that we will shortly see positive changes 
in both and once again achieve the export 
and growth performance we desire. 

This country cannot tolerate a standstill, 
let alone a recession. Turkey is in the mid-
dle of a ring of fire and must be strong in 
order to protect itself from harm and help 
its brothers. Therefore, we must complete 
this post-election transition process as 
soon as possible and start looking to the 
future again.

Dear Brothers,

The June 7 election ended the single party 
government period which continued un-
interrupted for 12.5 years. Under the cir-
cumstances, Turkey will be governed by a 
coalition government. There are four polit-
ical parties represented in the parliament 
and I hope that a new government will be 
formed as soon as possible.

As in any other election, our economy has 
been tested. In fact, we have been tested sev-
eral times over the last 12 years. All those 
critical times could have potentially led to 
significant consequences for our economy. 
As a matter of fact, we experienced many 
incidents which directly targeted our econ-
omy. Thank God, we survived these attacks 
in solidarity with you and our people. To-
day, there are some serious concerns about 
stability and confidence which our coun-
try has diligently preserved for 12.5 years. 
Above all, I would like to say this once again. 
The results of the election reflect our peo-
ple’s will. All of us have to respect it. Since 
our people have chosen this, our duty is to 
do what is best and necessary for our coun-
try and people under the circumstances.

country. I would like to extend my grati-
tude to each of you on behalf of my people.

Dear Brothers,

As distinguished businessmen of this 
country and members of the Turkish Ex-
porters Assembly, you followed our 12-
year struggle very closely. We travelled 
together on hundreds of trips and visited 
almost every corner of the world. We pro-
moted Turkey, our potential, strength and 
capabilities everywhere we visited. We 
discussed the problems of our exporters 
at the highest level and worked for their 
solutions. We followed up on the promises 
that were made. We also established a min-
istry dedicated only to this area of activity. 
We tried to appoint people who are famil-
iar with your problems and speak your 
language to this ministry. Every month, 
we look forward to the announcement of 
the previous month’s export figures. When 
the increase is above our expectations, we 
celebrate. When the figures are below our 
expectations, we analyze the reasons and 
take necessary measures. We tried to solve 
all your problems as if they were our own. 

Our export volume increased 
from 36 billion dollars to 158 
billion dollars

With these vigorous efforts, we were able 
to increase our export volume from 36 
billion dollars to 158 billion dollars in 12 
years. Of course, we owe this success most-
ly to you, our businessmen and exporters. 

You did not give up; you kept us going by 
discovering new ways, methods and mar-
kets with your courage, intelligence and 
energy. When Europe presented challeng-
es, you turned towards Africa and Asia. 
When a problem arose regarding a prod-
uct, you immediately offered alternatives. 
With these alternatives, you enabled us 
to close the gap. No matter how high the 
barriers were, you always found your way 
around them. We rejoice with your accom-
plishments. Exports have been the driving 
force behind our country’s growth over 
the last 12 years. Hopefully, exports and 
exporters will be leading us towards our 
2023 goals as well.

The contraction in our exports in the first 
quarter of this year results from the glob-
al situation. Nonetheless, we are in a rel-
atively better position in terms of world 
trade because our country’s share in global 
exports continues to increase despite the 
contraction in world trade due to the cri-
sis. I sincerely believe that this contraction 
is temporary.

I am confident that we will quickly achieve 
the growth rates we have set for ourselves 
as a result of great efforts from our export-
ers and support from the state. Turkey’s 
performance in exports, growth, tourism 
and production has repeatedly exceeded 
expectations. I hope that we will achieve 
similar success in the coming months and 
surprise our country and the entire world. 
I am counting on our exporters. I believe 
that our exporters contributed greatly to 
Turkey’s progress and will assume a lead-
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Fasting symbolizes patience, kindness and 
justice. We have been told of the great re-
wards for our good deeds and the alms 
given in this month. I would like you to 
take advantage of these rewards as much 
as you can. No matter how wide the state’s 
social welfare network has become, zakat 
that you give will help many more. The 
prayers of gratitude from the believers in 
need with whom you share your iftar meal 
and give alms to should be a source of hap-
piness for you and one that you cannot get 
enough of.

Currently, our country is hosting about 2 
million muhajirs from Syria and Iraq. Yes-
terday evening, I was with some of our mu-
hajir brothers and sisters in Midyat, Mar-
din. We broke our fast with the iftar meal 
and I had an opportunity to observe the 
situation there. We are trying to help our 
muhajir brothers and sisters by providing 
them tents and education and health ser-
vices through the relevant institutions. 

The United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees and actress Ms. Angelina Jol-
ie who accompanied us on this visit yester-
day both stated the same thing. They said, 
“We have never seen a refugee camp like 
this anywhere in the world. We are amazed 
at what Turkey has done and we congratu-
late Turkey.” So far, our state spent 6 billion 
dollars on aid using every means available. 
We host over 2 million refugees from Syria 
and Iraq. We could not close our doors on 
them. We could not let them die in bomb-
ings. We could not behave like those who 
left them to their deaths in the Aegean and 

the Mediterranean. Our coast guard boats 
are performing their duties there with all 
of their rescuers and sending those who 
are rescued back to their countries safe 
and sound. This is who we are. This nation 
will never side with cruelty; it will always 
stand with the oppressed.

It is our national and state duty 
to look after our Syrian brothers 
and sisters

Our state strives to help and support the refu-
gees using every means available. Neverthe-
less, sometimes we fail to reach out to some, 
or our means fall short. Similarly, Istanbul 
hosts many refugees from various countries. 
We know that some of them are experienc-
ing difficulties. We must always remember 
that every person who takes refuge in this 
country is entrusted to us by Allah. It is our 
national and state duty to look after the peo-
ple who entered from our borders to save 
their lives and dignity. At no point in histo-
ry did our nation turn its back on those who 
sought refuge here. We have never done and 
will never do such a shameful thing. We do 
not care about what other countries have or 
have not done. Some countries may be leav-
ing people who arrive at their borders in dire 
straits to die in the Mediterranean Sea. Some 
countries close their doors to these people 
for their own welfare and comfort. We are 
obliged to fulfill the duties imposed on us by 
our faith and history using all our strength 
and means.

A coalition government should 
be formed as soon as possible

As you know, the parliament will meet 
Tuesday and elected members will take an 
oath. And on June 28, the speaker of the 
parliament and the bureau will be elected. 
This election must be completed latest in 
five days. As you know, the 45-day period 
granted to the president by the constitu-
tion to decide whether or not to hold new 
elections in the event a government is not 
established begins after the bureau is elect-
ed. Therefore, this process will go on until 
mid-August. I think Turkey cannot tolerate 
such a loss of time. Therefore, I hope the 
coalition government is formed as soon as 
possible; no one should let their egos take 
over. This process will be prolonged if egos 
get in the way. If politicians cannot resolve 
this, the people are the only ones who can. 
As president, I would have to take it to the 
polls. 

It seems that our economy has accepted 
the election results and is preparing itself 
for a coalition government. I believe that 
the dynamics of our economy are such that 
it can tolerate a prolonged process for the 
formation of the government and even an 
outcome where no government is formed. 
However, our parties and party chairmen 
must act responsibly and should not try the 
patience of the country, people and espe-
cially the economy. 

Turkey can recreate a climate of stability 
and trust with a coalition formed around 
a common language, common goals and 
common sense. Parties and politicians that 
block a deal by focusing on the differences 
instead of the commonalities should know 

that they will answer to the people for this. 
No one has the right to use their position af-
ter the election to block the system but rath-
er should assume responsibility before the 
people. Preventing the formation of a gov-
ernment in Turkey will come with a heavy 
price. As president, I will support the forma-
tion of a new government as soon as possi-
ble in line with the will and expectation of 
my people.

And let me say this. Every now and then, 
some people say “The president should 
withdraw to his constitutional role.” I am 
well aware of my constitutional role. I have 
spent 40 years of my life in politics acting 
in accordance with the constitution and 
exercising the powers assigned to me by 
the constitution in every office I have held. 
And today as president, I know how to ex-
ercise the powers assigned to me by the 
constitution and I do not need instructions 
from anyone.

I expect our civil society organizations and 
the business community to play a more ac-
tive and encouraging role in this matter. I 
hope that this process will serve the best 
interests of our country.

We spent 6 billion dollars on our 
Syrian brothers and sisters

Esteemed Friends,

We are in the holy month of Ramadan. May 
Allah accept your fasting and prayers. We 
should make the most of this holy month 
when Allah pours his blessing from the 
first day to the last.
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Along with the relevant government agen-
cies, some of our civil society organiza-
tions and municipalities also assumed sig-
nificant roles in this regard. Those who do 
not have the opportunity to help our refu-
gee brothers and sisters directly can help 
through civil society organizations. There 
are many organizations like the Turkish 
Red Crescent and the Disaster and Emer-
gency Management Presidency (AFAD) 
that are currently doing this.

Dear Friends, 

Please rest assured that history is the ulti-
mate judge. When we leave these hard days 
behind and everyone returns home, those 
who helped these people will be remem-
bered with gratitude. Believe me when I 
say that the greatest treasures of the world 
cannot compare with the place we have in 

people’s hearts. The reaction of our Syrian 
brothers and sisters to the speech I deliv-
ered yesterday evening was very meaning-
ful and invigorating. They see Turkey very 
differently.

I hope that you will have a good, prosper-
ous and productive holy month of Rama-
dan.

I hope that the 22nd Ordinary General 
Meeting of the Turkish Exporters Assem-
bly is a successful one. I congratulate all my 
brothers and sisters who served our coun-
try, people and economy via this platform. 
I would like to repeat that I will continue 
to support you in your future activities as 
I have always done. I once again congrat-
ulate all the companies and businessmen 
who won awards.

I salute you. May Allah bless you.

Esteemed National and Interna-
tional Guests of the Symposium,  
Ladies and Gentlemen:

I extend my sincere respects and hope that 
the 3rd International Symposium on Om-
budsman Institutions is a success. 

I would like to thank the Turkish Ombuds-
man Institution, the chief ombudsman and 
his coworkers for organizing such an impor-
tant event on a yearly basis. I would like to 
thank in advance all of the distinguished na-
tional and international guests who will con-
tribute to the symposium. 

Those Who Blame Us For 
Conflicts Are The Biggest 
Supporters of Terrorism

3rd International Symposium on Ombudsman Institutions  
Ankara | September 16, 2015 
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As you know, the ombudsman practice in 
Turkey is three years old. I think this in-
stitution constitutes a new and important 
bridge between the government and citi-
zens. Therefore, every step taken in review-
ing, developing and strengthening its activ-
ities is extremely significant. As mentioned 
here before, the institution has received a 
total of 17,321 applications from the begin-
ning of 2013 until the end of July this year; 
this is a significant number. The rate of com-
pliance by the administration with the rec-
ommendations of the institution was 38% 
last year. It is clear that we need to make a 
lot more progress in terms of the number of 
applications and the rate of compliance by 
the administration. 

We expect the Turkish Ombudsman Institu-
tion to serve as the place that citizens refer 
to when they seek a solution. It should be 
the first institution that our citizens think 
of in order to communicate their problems 
with the administration or for seeking a 
solution regarding an injustice they believe 
they were subjected to. Public institutions 
should comply with the recommendations 
of this institution as much as possible, rely-
ing on its fairness and jurisprudence so that 
this institution can fulfill its mission. 

Our state tradition has been 
built on the principle “Let man 
flourish and the state will also 
flourish!”

Our state tradition, especially since Sheikh 
Edebali, has been built on a principle that 

serves as a model for the entire world: “Let 
man flourish and the state will also flour-
ish!” The ombudsman practice is a concrete 
manifestation of this tradition applied with 
a new understanding. 

I have said this a couple of times before and 
I would like to say it again. The work carried 
out by the ombudsmen at the Turkish Om-
budsman Institution is not something that 
we recently discovered or adapted from 
abroad. We must establish this as a fact. The 
fundamentals, the essence and foundation 
of this practice are present in our history. 
In the Ottoman and Seljuk empires, many 
mechanisms were created and employed to 
listen to citizen complaints and demands. It 
was because of this healthy and strong rela-
tionship with the citizens that these states 
controlling a vast area survived for centu-
ries. Similarly, the strong emphasis our faith 
lays on individual rights, justice and mercy 
constitutes the core of the relationship be-
tween the state and the individual.  Similar 
to the case of foundations, the ombudsman 
institution was created and developed by 
other countries based on our past practices. 
What we did was to reestablish this practice 
as an institution after a long break. I would 
like to thank everyone who contributed to 
this process on behalf of my country and 
people. 

Esteemed Guests,

Turkey has achieved historic progress in de-
mocracy, fundamental rights and freedoms 
as it has done in all areas since the begin-
ning of 2003. In this framework, many con-

stitutional amendments were passed and 
basic laws have been updated accordingly. 
We believe that the availability of multiple 
channels of communication between the 
state and the individual as well as the diver-
sity, efficiency and extent of the interaction 
between the state and the citizens are signs 
of a well-functioning state. 

Today the presidency, the parliament, the 
Prime Ministry, ministries, municipalities 
and all other institutions have practices that 
enable our citizens to directly submit their 
requests and seek solutions. The Right to 
Information Act provides the legal basis for 
these practices. The communication centers 
at the Office of the President and the Prime 
Ministry as well as the members of the Turk-
ish Grand National Assembly act as media-
tors between institutions and citizens and 
follow up on their requests. The presidency 
has also established direct communication 
with administrators of every village and 
neighborhood. In addition, there are other 
bodies within the administration following 
up on requests from citizens. 

The Turkish Ombudsman Institution has 
been established as an independent and 
specialized entity to take this practice one 
step further. Likewise, the right of individ-
ual petition to the Constitutional Court 
has been introduced in the judicial system 
as a new means for seeking legal remedy. 
Amendments to basic laws also have the 
same purpose. Turkey is moving towards 
an historic transformation in the areas of 
democracy and development. At the same 
time, we take a humanitarian, principled 

and firm position on regional and global is-
sues. We needed to advance our democracy; 
that is why we took these steps, and we will 
continue to take more steps. 

Our refugee policy is an 
indication of the value we place 
on people

Our position on the refugee issue is a case 
in point. While the European Union with 28 
member states admitted only 400,000 refu-
gees, Turkey admitted more than 2 million 
refugees from Iraq and Syria since 2011. 
In addition to the refugee issue, Turkey is 
also fighting against terrorism. We are im-
plementing an open-door policy. We did not 
close our borders or watch refugees drown 
in the Mediterranean and the Aegean seas. 
We know that refugees are coming to our 
borders to save their lives and future. It is 
not an arbitrary move or meant as a threat 
to us. 

Some Western countries suggest that the 
refugees should not be admitted, for they 
fear that refugees would endanger their 
Christian roots. That is why they consider 
accepting only the Christians. This position 
is unacceptable. We treat people as equals. 
We do not and will not discriminate based 
on religion. We open our doors to anyone 
fleeing persecution. 

You see what is happening in Masjid Al-Aq-
sa in Jerusalem. The acts of Israeli soldiers 
and police officers at Masjid Al-Aqsa, a place 
that is revered as holy by three monotheis-
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tic religions -- Islam, Christianity and Ju-
daism -- are unacceptable. They broke into 
the mosque, threw our holy books on the 
ground and burned them. These acts cannot 
be tolerated. Such unpleasant events deeply 
offend us as we try to restore and even build 
houses of worship for different religions in 
Turkey. I worry that this might trigger some 
unfavorable global events. 

I would like to draw your attention to one 
point regarding the refugees. Our European 
friends should rest assured that the people 
on their borders do not intend to settle in 
their countries permanently. We can see 
this. These people want to go back to their 
home countries, but it is impossible to live 
there right now. The refugee issue cannot be 
resolved by closing doors on these people 
and building fences or walls on borders. The 
real solution lies in stopping the conflicts in 
their home countries and ensuring that a 
government that can respond to their needs 
comes to power. Under those circumstanc-
es, there will be no reason for them to come 
to Turkey or to the European countries. 
Steps that are taken without understanding 
the underlying causes and without creating 
proper solutions will only give rise to new 
tragedies. 

Supply of weapons to Assad by some coun-
tries should be referred to an ombudsman

As I mentioned previously, we can no longer 
watch the dead bodies of children, women 
and men who have lost their lives on their 
desperate journeys in the Mediterranean 
and the Aegean seas washing up on shores. 

It is evident that the Syrian problem is 
about the regime and the regime’s oppres-
sion. Therefore, assessing the situation sole-
ly from the perspective of international bal-
ance of power and political designs sears our 
conscience. Some countries continue to aid 
the Syrian regime by sending planes. When 
Tayyip Erdoğan refers to this fact, countries 
call the Turkish ambassadors and ask them 
why I mention this. Well, it is their author-
ities who say so, not just me. Their authori-
ties say that they support Assad. They send 
planes, weapons and financial assistance; 
we know all about them. They say it openly 
even at international meetings. These acts 
should be referred to an ombudsman! 

Everything that Turkey has said about Syria 
since the beginning turned out to be true, 
but, unfortunately, no serious steps have 
been taken for the resolution of the prob-
lem. This is because 2 million people did not 
go to Iran or Russia; they came to my coun-
try, and we are bearing the cost. We spent 
6.5 billion dollars on refugees so far. As we 
deliver humanitarian aid, others deliver 
planes and weapons. They watch hundreds 
of thousands of people die in Syria and Iraq. 
Is this humanitarian? Is anyone raising an 
opposing view? Unfortunately, not. 

I once again call on the international com-
munity; the Syrian issue can be resolved by 
overthrowing the oppressive regime and 
ensuring that a government built upon the 
will of the people and the realities of the re-
gion comes to power. To do this, we must 
first establish a safe zone along our border 
free of terrorist organizations. Such a step 
would prevent new waves of refugees and 
allow for a helping hand to be extended to 

the refugees at the gates of Europe in their 
home country. Otherwise, escalation of the 
conflicts and clashes as well as new waves 
of refugees will be unavoidable. 

Since 2011, 12 million people constituting 
more than half of the population of Syria 
have been displaced. Some of them left Syr-
ia and others moved to other cities, leav-
ing their homes behind. Only 5 million are 
outside their home country. It is clear that 
other displaced people will travel abroad 
unless the conflict is resolved. We see this 
clearly, and I believe the world sees it too. 
The problem may escalate at any time. This 
is also the case for other countries in the re-
gion. We cannot heal this problem unless 
governments based on the will of their peo-
ple are formed in accordance with the situa-
tion on the ground. 

Western countries should realize that the 
comfort and welfare of their own citizens 
are not independent from the events un-
folding in the region and around the world. 
Those who make every effort to listen to the 
daily problems of their own people should 
not turn their backs on millions of people 
who are trying just to survive. Anything to 
the contrary is tantamount to betrayal of 
the values that Western civilization, espe-
cially the European Union, was built on. 

I strongly condemn the 
vandalism by Israel in Masjid  
Al-Aqsa

We will keep our doors open to people on 
our borders by mobilizing all of our re-
sources without any discrimination based 

on their ethnicity, religion or qualifications. 
We are not doing this out of self-interest, 
but with a humanitarian, moral, histori-
cal and conscientious sense of duty. I once 
again strongly condemn the desecration 
and vandalism by Israel in Masjid Al-Aqsa, 
the first Kıbla of Muslims. Attacks on this 
area could sabotage peace, order and toler-
ance between the believers of different reli-
gions not only in Jerusalem but also around 
the world. I call on the State of Israel and all 
countries supporting and encouraging Isra-
el to act responsibly on this matter. 

Turkey will continue to follow this issue 
closely, refer to it on all platforms and take 
a stand. I call leaders across the world who 
share this sensitivity and engage in tele-
phone diplomacy in order to invite them to 
take joint steps. 

Esteemed Guests,

Turkey has faced the bloody consequences 
of terrorism throughout its history. We lost 
thousands of members of the security forc-
es and tens of thousands of civilians to ter-
rorism. Today, we are facing a new wave of 
terrorism and tragic losses. One of the most 
important goals we determined for our-
selves in our efforts to improve our democ-
racy and achieve development since 2003 
has been to eliminate factors that lead to 
terrorism. We decided to drain the swamp 
rather than deal with the mosquitoes. There-
fore, we initiated major reforms aimed at 
development and democratization. Tur-
key achieved significant progress towards 
normalization in this period. Our efforts 
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for democratic outreach were followed by 
the national unity and brotherhood pro-
ject. Then we launched the peace process. 
However, as we got closer to getting results, 
we saw that those who felt uncomfortable 
about this situation tried to exacerbate the 
problem by various ways and means in or-
der to recreate a bloodbath in this country 
because they saw that Turkey would restore 
peace through the peace process and be-
come one of the most respectable and pow-
erful countries of the world. They began to 
contemplate ways to divide Turkey and lay 
the foundation for unrest in Turkey. 

Who supplies powerful weapons 
to terrorists?

Now I ask you. Who supplies powerful 
weapons to terrorists? Who supports terror-
ism? They receive support from somewhere 
at home or abroad. You should know that 
those who provide support are not from 
this country, they are from abroad. They 
aim to divide this beautiful country and our 
people. We are well aware that all incidents 
since 2013 when we were closest to achiev-
ing peace are interconnected. Unfortunate-
ly, there is significant media and monetary 
support right here at home in addition to 
the support provided from abroad. Never-
theless, we maintained hope and remained 
patient in order to carry on with our efforts. 
We acted wisely against those who resort to 
all kinds of provocative, heartless and im-
moral acts to destroy our country’s future. 

We grieve for every citizen and member of 
the security forces who died since the sepa-
ratist terrorist organization began to attack 
again in July. Our responsibility to the peo-
ple is to be level-headed and maintain our 
common sense; that is why we do not elab-
orate too much on this matter. The terrorist 
organization and a certain circle of so-called 
politicians, media members and civil soci-
ety organizations that are apparently not 
ashamed of siding with the terrorist organ-
ization are trying to sow dissension among 
our people. 

Protests, press statements, headlines, col-
umns and constant manipulations on social 
media have only one purpose: to pave the 
way for social conflict in Turkey. I appeal 
not only to my country and people, but also 
to the whole world from this significant 
meeting today. What will you gain if Turkey 
and its people are divided? In fact, Turkey is 
a guarantor of peace and a helping hand for 
those in need in this region. The steps that 
you take will come to nothing. This nation 
will definitely win this fight with the power 
and legacy it has inherited from its history. 

Our people quickly figured out the purpose 
behind some of these attempts in different 
parts of our country. Our people recognize 
these tricks for what they are despite the 
pain and anger they feel in their hearts. In 
your presence, I would like to once again 
thank every member of our nation who did 
not fall for the tricks of provocateurs.

In the meantime, members of the terrorist 
organization are trying to stage dirty tricks 
in various districts in the region in pursuit 

of their aims. Members of the terrorist 
organization blending in with civilians 
are carrying out actions for the purpose of 
setting citizens against the state.   

Ceremonies are held in this 
country for the terrorists who 
are killed

Dear Friends,

Ceremonies are held in this country for the 
terrorists who are killed. The bodies of ter-
rorists draped with the flag of the terrorist 
organization are shown on social media 
under the pretense that they are civilians. 
They get a lot of domestic support as well. 
However, I believe that we will frustrate 
these attempts together with our people. 
Of course, they receive significant sup-
port also from the West. We say this to our 
friends in the West, but they are concerned 
about other things...I would like to remind 
you how important it is that our friends 
from the West who are with us today, es-
pecially those who act as ombudsmen, un-
derstand this issue. They must recognize 
the facts. Turkey is not governed by an 
autocratic regime. To the contrary, Turkey 
has embraced democracy. Nevertheless, I 
would like you to know that some of our 
citizens are forced to vote at gunpoint. 
When they come, members of the OSCE 
should see and report these facts. I want 
them to know that they cannot prevent our 
efforts to advance our democracy by omit-
ting these facts in their reports.

Unfortunately, some politicians are used as 
pawns in this scenario. The media also has a 
role in this act of betrayal; they make every 
effort to portray the terrorists as “good 
kids” and the security forces as aggressors. 
Please remember that it is the terrorist or-
ganization and its supporters who started 
the attacks, set off bombs, set cities on fire 
and killed innocent people. But who gets 
the blame? The state, the government and 
I. They ignore the members of our security 
forces who are killed. They ignore the giant 
ditches in the roads, bombs, rockets and 
armed attacks on public buildings, schools, 
mosques, ambulances and workplaces. 
They do not care at all that the terrorist or-
ganization is killing innocent people who 
go out to buy bread, work at restaurants or 
make a living by collecting scrap metal from 
garbage. But they stir up the whole world 
when we conduct a small operation against 
the terrorist organization. They use minor 
details from some incidents and desperate-
ly try to create an impression in the public 
opinion that makes Turkey look like Syria, 
Egypt or Libya. They try to shift the blame 
for the killing of innocent people from the 
terrorist organization to the security forc-
es. They are trying to create the impression 
among citizens whose lives have been de-
stroyed because of the acts of the terrorist 
organization and the entire country that 
the state, the government and myself are to 
blame. The terrorist organization and their 
supporters in politics and the media have 
memorized their roles in this treacherous 
scenario which they put on display at every 
opportunity. 
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Distinguished Rector, Esteemed Members 
of Faculty, Dear Students, Ladies and Gen-
tlemen: 

I salute you with respect and affection. 

I would like to express my gratitude to 
Waseda University for presenting me with 
this honorary doctorate on the occasion of 

my visit to Japan. I view this title as a new 
sign of Turkish-Japanese friendship. 

I know that as one of the oldest and most 
prestigious educational institutions in Ja-
pan, Waseda University has made impor-
tant contributions to the country’s devel-
opment and progress in every area and, as 
a result, helped Japan achieve its current 

I want this to be known very well; people 
are not here to stay, they are mortal. But 
this land and this nation are eternal. Turkey 
will continue to walk proudly on this road 
to eternity. Those who conducted villainy 
against this country and nation in the past 
are no more. Those who pursue the same 
goals today will share the same fate. 

The Republic of Turkey has 
the strength to frustrate these 
attempts

Our people may rest assured that Turkey 
and its president, parliament, government, 
security forces and all relevant institutions 
have the strength to thwart these attempts. 
The state is careful not to hurt a single in-
nocent individual or do any injustice no 
matter how small; that is why we act calmly. 
We know that we will overcome all of these 
troubles and continue to live in this region 
together in peace. 

Not a single citizen of this country thinks ill 
of their neighbors, friends or acquaintances 
because of their ethnic origin. The day we 
discriminate between our neighbors and 
friends based on whether they are Turkish 
or Kurdish, Alevi or Sunni or from the east 
or the west is the day we fall into the trap of 
the terrorist organization. For us, every one 
of the 78 million citizens of this country 
have equal rights and value. All citizens are 

brothers with whom we share a common 
past and a common future. 

Those who blame the president, the prime 
minister and the government for the clash-
es, deaths and terrorist actions and those 
who senselessly support those actions are 
the biggest sympathizers of the terrorist or-
ganization. My term of office will end some-
day and I will be replaced by another pres-
ident. Likewise, this government will be 
replaced by another, but the damage done 
by the terrorist organization to this country 
and nation will remain. Political competi-
tion and personal animosity should not be 
confused with the survival of this country 
and nation. Those who confuse the two 
will have to account for it in history and to 
the people. Yes, we are going through hard 
times, but we wholeheartedly believe that 
Turkey’s future is bright. God willing, Tur-
key will achieve its 2023 goals, but will not 
be content with these goals and aim to real-
ize its 2053 and 2071 vision. 

As I end my remarks with these sentiments, 
I would like to thank the chief ombudsman 
and his team who made this two-day event 
possible. I would like to thank all our guests 
who will contribute to this event by sharing 
their thoughts and opinions.

I extend my heartfelt respects and hope that 
this event will be a beneficial one.

There Will Be More Regional 
Conflict In The World Without 

UN Reform

Conference at Waseda University | Tokyo | Japan | October 8, 2015 
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to be held in 2020. In the voting that took 
place after the gentlemanly contest be-
tween the two cities, Tokyo won the right 
to host the Olympics. I was the first to con-
gratulate my dear friend Prime Minister 
Abe after the results were announced. We 
will hold wide-ranging discussions with 
Prime Minister Abe both during this visit 
and during his visit to Turkey for the G20 
Summit that will be held in November. In 
these discussions, we will focus on the pos-
sibilities for deepening and strengthening 
our strategic relations further. We consid-
er Japan an important economic partner 
and would like to develop our economic 
and trade relations to a level matching the 
excellent political relations between our 
countries.

Bilateral trade between Turkey and Japan 
is unfortunately much lower than we aim 
for. In 2014, trade volume between the two 
countries was 3.6 billion dollars. This fig-
ure is significantly below the real potential 
of the two countries. During my visit to 
your country last year, we took an impor-
tant step towards an economic partnership 
agreement that will constitute one of the 
building blocks for our strategic partner-
ship. Official negotiations for this agree-
ment began last year, and the third round 
took place in September. I hope that the 
negotiations will be completed as soon as 
possible and this agreement will be imple-
mented. 

In today’s world, economic cooperation, 
new markets and free trade arrangements 
are critical building blocks for improving 

the prosperity of nations. Turkey is con-
ducting accession negotiations with the 
European Union to crown its Customs 
Union with full membership. We are con-
cluding bilateral free trade agreements in 
order to strengthen our integration into 
world trade. We know that Japan is taking 
initiatives in international trade relations 
through the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
Agreement negotiations, negotiations with 
the European Union and bilateral negotia-
tions. In this context, it is very important to 
conclude the economic partnership agree-
ment for which official negotiations began 
in 2014 as soon as possible. Building such 
a free trade regime between the two coun-
tries will make a significant contribution 
to bilateral trade and investments.

Infrastructure investments 
are critical for our rapidly 
developing country

Dear Friends, 

Bilateral direct investments are undoubt-
edly one of the most important aspects of 
our economic relations. I am happy to say 
that there has been a significant increase 
in Japanese investments in Turkey in re-
cent years. As of June 2015, direct Japa-
nese investments in Turkey reached 1.7 
billion dollars; 1.6 billion of this amount 
was invested in the last five years. Never-
theless, I must say that this amount is very 
modest compared to the potential of our 
two countries.

level of development. The graduates of 
Waseda University include many prime 
ministers, ministers, parliamentarians and 
high-level executives in the public and pri-
vate sector. I wish you continued success in 
the future.

Dear Friends, 

Turkish-Japanese relations have a long his-
tory. Situated at the easternmost and the 
westernmost ends of Asia, we are two great 
nations who were able to protect their au-
thentic cultural heritage and modernize 
without being colonized. Turks and the 
Japanese began to know each other bet-
ter in the late 19th century. An accident at 
sea 125 years ago joined our peoples with 
sincere bonds of friendship. The Ertuğrul 
Frigate was sent to Japan in 1890 to deliver 
a message of friendship from the Ottoman 
Sultan Abdulhamid II to the Emperor of 
Japan. Having successfully completed its 
mission, Ertuğrul sank in a violent storm 
off the coast of Kushimoto on its way back 
home. 532 sailors died, but the people of 
Kushimoto heroically rescued 69 sailors. 
The government of Japan and the Japa-
nese people took good care of our sailors. 
The sailors were taken to Turkey by the 
Japanese Navy on two Japanese corvettes. 
This magnanimous act of the Japanese 
state and its people won a place of great es-
teem in our people’s hearts. 

We are also very touched by the fact that 
the Japanese people and state have pre-
served the solemn memory of the sailors 
who lost their lives in this terrible acci-

dent 125 years ago. It is our duty to pass 
on this sincere friendship that began with 
a terrible accident to future generations 
by strengthening it further. As you know, 
maintenance of the military memorial is 
carried out by the elementary school stu-
dents of Oshima Village where the accident 
occurred. This is a great example of how to 
pass on the Turkish-Japanese friendship to 
future generations. 

I would like to take this opportunity to ex-
press my gratitude to our Japanese friends 
who are young but have big hearts.

Japan is an important partner in 
our global vision

Dear Friends, 

We view Japan as an important partner in 
terms of our regional and global vision. As 
the dynamics of the international commu-
nity change, both countries are striving to 
maintain international peace and stability. 
There is close cooperation and solidarity 
between us on many other international is-
sues as well. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to express my appreciation regard-
ing the growing depth, pace and diversity 
of the relations between Turkey and Japan.

Developing our political cooperation is very 
important in terms of strengthening and di-
versifying the strategic partnership between 
our countries that share common ideals. 

As you will remember, Istanbul and Tokyo 
were candidates to host the Olympic games 
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tains its efforts for peace and stability in 
this region and around the world. We have 
not and will not concede our firm position 
on this matter despite the provocations 
aimed at our economic, social and physi-
cal security. We are resolutely fighting the 
terrorist attacks which aim to spread the 
fire in the region to our country. 

I would like to say once again that ter-
rorism is a crime against humanity and 
a global threat. Terrorism cannot be rec-
onciled with any religious, ethnic, cultur-
al or geographical identity. Efforts to do 
so constitute support for terrorism. As a 
country that actively combats terrorism 
of all kinds, we particularly refer the in-
ternational community to the importance 
of fighting against all kinds of terrorism. 

All international institutions fighting ter-
rorism, including the United Nations and 
the Global Counterterrorism Forum, must 
adopt this principled approach. Terrorists 
are labeled as such because of the acts 
they commit and the violent methods they 
employ. In this regard, there is no differ-
ence between Daesh and the PKK or those 
who attack metro stations in Tokyo with 
sarin gas. Turkey is waging a determined 
war against terrorism. There are no good 
or bad terrorists. One cannot say, ‘My ter-
rorist is good, yours is bad.’ There should 
never be such a mentality. All terrorists 
are bad. We expect cooperation and soli-
darity from our friends in this war. 

It is imperative to share the 
burden of refugees

We are fighting against terrorism on one 
hand and, at the same time, embracing our 
Syrian brothers to fulfill our humanitari-
an and neighborly duty. The Syrian crisis 
that began in 2011 resulted in the largest 
human tragedy since World War II. Half of 
the population of a large country has been 
displaced; 12 million Syrians are displaced, 
with 5 million of them fleeing the country. 
Turkey is hosting millions of desperate 
Syrians and Iraqis. We opened our doors 
to all regardless of their religion, ethnici-
ty, education, vocation or income level. We 
are trying to provide for all of their needs 
without expecting anything in return. 

We host 260,000 people in tent and con-
tainer camps close to our borders. There 
are a total of 2.2 million Syrians living in 
our country. We have 300,000 Iraqi guests 
as well. In other words, Turkey is hosting 
2.5 million refugees. We spent 7.8 billion 
dollars on refugees so far. This is not a sus-
tainable situation. 

I am coming here from Brussels. I had 
many discussions there on this subject. 
Everyone appreciates what we have done. 
They say, ‘You have done what no country 
in the world has or could do when it comes 
to refugees. We congratulate you for this.’ 
We explain the situation to them as well. 
The important thing is how much of this 
burden they will take. How long can Tur-
key maintain this? The Europeans are clos-
ing their borders to these refugees. They 

Japanese international investments were 
136 billion dollars in 2013 and 114 billion 
dollars in 2014. Out of this large amount, 
439 million dollars were invested in Tur-
key in 2013, while the figure was lower in 
2014 at 212 million dollars. Today, Turkish 
businessmen are investing in many places 
around the world, but there are unfortu-
nately no significant Turkish investments 
in Japan. We will encourage investments 
in this country, where there is a significant 
potential in the food and beverage sector 
as well as in retail. We must work together 
to increase bilateral direct investments.

Infrastructure investments are critical for 
our rapidly developing country. We would 
like to maintain our cooperation with Ja-
pan in the area of infrastructure invest-
ments. The Marmaray project is a good ex-
ample of this cooperation. We have several 
large-scale projects, such as the bridge over 
the Çanakkale Straits, which is planned to 
be the world’s largest suspension bridge, 
the three-story Istanbul Tunnel and the 
new Ankara-Istanbul High-Speed Railway. 
We would like to work with Japan to fi-
nance such infrastructure projects. 

On the other hand, there are extensive trade 
and investment opportunities in the region 
within a three-hour flight time from Istan-
bul. We can achieve very good results by 
combining Turkey’s proximity to these re-
gions and our logistics with Japan’s techni-
cal and financial potential. If we can develop 
such a working relationship, we can create a 
win-win situation for both countries. 

In this framework, we attach special im-
portance to the Turkey-Japan Science and 
Technology University. Efforts are under-
way to establish this university for which 
we allocated one hundred hectares of land. 
I hope that the Japanese higher education 
community will embrace and support this 
important project which will help future 
generations become better acquainted. We 
must ensure that the two projects, which 
are the flagships of our economic coopera-
tion, are completed without setbacks. 

Terrorism is a crime against 
humanity and a global threat to 
mankind

Dear Friends, 

We live at a time of historic develop-
ments in the world and especially in our 
region. We are all aware of the situation 
in Syria and Iraq, which are located on 
our country’s southern borders. You also 
know about the ongoing developments in 
Ukraine to the north of our country and 
recent incidents in Georgia. Our west-
ern neighbor Greece has yet to recover 
from the political and economic instabil-
ity threatening all of the balances in the 
European Union. Every day, there is new 
suffering for our brotherly people in our 
region, namely in Palestine, Libya, Egypt 
and Yemen. The Mediterranean should be 
a sea of peace and stability, but it has be-
come the scene of the biggest tragedy in 
the world. In this context, Turkey main-
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say, ‘Those who die should die in the Medi-
terranean and the Aegean.’ Since the begin-
ning of the year, our Mediterranean Coast 
Guard Command boats rescued 60,000 
people, but no one else is doing this.

It is imperative to share the refugee burden 
now. Do you know how much the interna-
tional community has contributed to the 
more than 7.8 billion dollars Turkey has 
spent? 417 million dollars. Even though we 
are currently hosting more refugees than 
any country in the world, we continue our 
open-door policy based on humanitarian 
considerations. We are hosting the Syrians 
and Iraqis in our country on behalf of the 
international community and mankind. 
We expect the international community to 
take urgent steps to share this burden. We 
also believe that the international organi-
zations with the responsibility to safeguard 
world peace and security in a just manner 
are failing this test. 

The structure of the United 
Nations must change

I believe that Japan agrees with our objec-
tions regarding the structure of the United 
Nations Security Council which we have 
expressed as “The world is bigger than 5.” 
Global governance can no longer depend 
on the word of one of five countries. There-
fore, all 196 members of the United Na-
tions should be permanent members of the 
Security Council on a rotating basis. The 
five permanent members of the UN Secu-
rity Council cannot determine the fate of 
the world as they currently do. For a more 

peaceful world, it is essential to reform the 
UN Security Council in a new and more 
comprehensive way which should also in-
clude Japan. If this is not done, then con-
flicts that appear to be regional today will 
inevitably spread to the whole world in a 
short time.

Dear Friends, 

We are delighted that Turkish language 
classes are being offered as an elective in 
accordance with the protocol signed be-
tween the Yunus Emre Institute and Wase-
da University. I hope that a Turkology de-
partment will be established at Waseda 
University in the future. I would also like 
to say that the Yunus Emre Institute stands 
ready to host Waseda University students 
in its educational programs in Turkey.

At the beginning of my remarks, I empha-
sized how the honorary doctorate granted 
to me today is an indication of Turkish-Jap-
anese friendship. We may be separated by 
great distances, but the connection in our 
hearts is strong. The fact that we are quick 
to extend a helping hand to each other in 
difficult times such as during natural dis-
asters is a result of these bonds of affection.

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to once again remember our friend Mi-
yazaki, who lost his life in one of the after-
shocks while working as a volunteer dur-
ing the Van earthquake in 2011. I would 
like to thank the administration of Waseda 
University and the honorable rector once 
again for this wonderful event. I respectful-
ly salute you all.

Distinguished President, Honorable Prime 

Minister, Dear Cypriot Brothers: 

I salute you with heartfelt respect and af-

fection. 

I am very happy to be here with you at the 
opening of this pipeline project called the 
“Project of the Century” that will bring 
life-giving water from Turkey to the Turk-
ish Republic of Northern Cyprus. 

May This Water Flowing From 
Anatolia Help Flourish Not 
Only The Soil But Also The 

Hope For Peace 

Opening Ceremony for the Geçitköy Dam Providing Water from
Turkey to TRNC | Lefkoşa | TRNC | October 17, 2015 
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have a proverb: “A donkey leaves a saddle 
behind when he dies; a man, his achieve-
ments.” So, the real question is whether we 
will be remembered for our words or our 
deeds. Well, I believe that this project is a 
good way to answer this question. 

If Turkey works with resolve and determi-
nation, there is no goal it cannot achieve, 
no project it cannot complete. When we 
laid the foundations for the Marmaray pro-
ject, a 150-year-old idea, everyone said we 
were dreamers. Does the Marmaray met-
ro run underneath the Bosphorus today? 
It does. Now, the Eurasia Tunnel is being 
built. It will be completed next year and to-
day, we bring water from Manavgat to our 
Cypriot brothers. 

Brothers,

Faith is such a powerful thing; it can make 
a billy goat give milk. You just have to have 
faith. This project bears witness to deeds, 
not words. This beautiful Mediterranean 
island is getting the water of life from Ana-
tolia. Water from the Alaköprü Dam, which 
we also inaugurated today, will flow through 
107 kilometers of pipeline – with 24 kilome-
ters in Turkey, 80 kilometers under the sea 
and 3 kilometers in Northern Cyprus – to 
provide 75 million cubic meters of water. 
God willing, this project will meet the need 
for drinking and potable water for the next 
50 years for our brothers in Cyprus. 

If those who live in the South want to take 
advantage of this water as well, we will 
provide them water, calling it Peace Wa-
ter, because we place people above all else. 
We are not after creating benefit only for 
ourselves but for human beings in general. 

That is who we are. 

There will also be an agricultural return 
from the irrigation water that will be pro-
vided and we hope that this will revive 
farming in Cyprus. In this way, the Turk-
ish Republic of Northern Cyprus will forge 
ahead towards becoming a popular desti-
nation for the entire region. 

The Turkish Cypriots always 
supported a fair and lasting 
peace on the island

I would like to repeat in your presence 
that we, the Turkish homeland, will al-
ways maintain our eternal brotherhood 
and spirit of solidarity with our brothers 
in Cyprus. We continue to work hard to en-
sure that our Cypriot brothers attain their 
well-deserved place in the world by aiming 
to compensate the injustice they face. We 
had a conversation with President Obama 
this week in which we discussed Cyprus. 
Recently, I was in Brussels, in Europe, and I 
talked about Cyprus with the leaders there 
as well. Our goal is to make things right in 
Cyprus, and we will sooner or later reach 
our goal thanks to your efforts here at the 
negotiating table and our efforts with the 
international community. As the guaran-
tor country and the motherland, we have 
been closely following the negotiations 
that recently gained momentum. 

As Turkey, we sincerely wish to see this 
problem that has been on the agenda of 
the international community and the Unit-
ed Nations for more than half a century re-
solved. We said that we would be one step 
ahead in our efforts and we did that. We 

At the beginning of my remarks, I would 
like to salute the memory of the Turkish 
soldiers and fighters who died for the sur-
vival of the Cypriot Turks, law and freedom 
on these lands and pray to Allah for a long 
and healthy life for our veterans. 

The foundations of this project were laid 
when I was prime minister on March 7, 
2011 together with Mr. Derviş. Our aim 
was to complete this project at the earliest 
possible date. I closely followed every stage 
of this project as prime minister and pres-
ident and took a keen interest in the prob-
lems encountered. Praise Allah, we feel the 
well-deserved pride and joy of keeping our 
promise today. 

I hope that this important project, which 
cost 1.6 billion dollars including the treat-
ment plant and distribution pipes, will 
benefit our countries and the region. I 
would like to thank everyone who made 
this important project a reality, including 
my colleague and dear friend in our com-
mon cause, the Minister of Forestry and 
Water Affairs Veysel Eroğlu and his entire 
team, the architects, engineers and work-
ers who completed this project as well as 
the subcontracting company Kalyon Con-
struction. 

Dear Brothers,

Today is not only about the inauguration 
of a dam. This is a dream come true; this 
project meets a need that has been present 
for decades. Many governments and politi-
cal leaders in Turkey dreamed of bringing 
water from the Turkish homeland to give 
life to the fertile soil in Northern Cyprus. 
Mr. Akıncı’s statement about the green is-

land becoming a yellow island is so true. 
However, we are fortunate enough to see 
that situation reversed now. 

The economic and political situation in 
Turkey and the conditions on the island 
prevented this dream from becoming a 
reality. Turkey was unfortunately so busy 
with its own problems for a time that it was 
unable to take care of its friends, brothers 
and related communities. We wanted our 
Cypriot brothers to benefit from the invest-
ments that Turkey has made since 2002 
both at home and abroad. The first step 
was taken with the agreement signed in 
2010 between our governments and the 
ground-breaking ceremony took place in 
Anamur in March 2011. Today, we put this 
project into use for the benefit of our Cyp-
riot brothers just like we planned. 

We were in Anamur earlier where there 
was a ceremony with the participation of 
the four of us; our Prime Minister Ahmet 
Davutoğlu, the president and the honora-
ble prime minister. Now, we are here with 
you because we wanted to share this ex-
citement here as well. 

This beautiful Mediterranean 
island is receiving the water of 
life

Brothers,

This project is an investment to be proud of. 
We just took a helicopter tour over the dam 
and saw the passion and excitement for 
the project. As we say, actions speak louder 
than words, and a person’s intelligence is 
measured by his mastery in his work. We 
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acted sincerely and in good faith. No one 
can ignore the fact that the Turkish Cypri-
ots always wanted a fair and lasting peace 
on the island. Today, we advocate a compre-
hensive settlement of the Cyprus problem 
in a way that guarantees the political equal-
ity and legitimate rights of the Turkish side. 
We have a broader view with respect to the 
Cyprus problem because reaching a fair and 
lasting solution in Cyprus will have a posi-
tive impact not only on the parties in the is-
land, but also in a broader region including 
the Eastern Mediterranean. A solution in 
Cyprus will help turn the Eastern Mediter-
ranean into an area of peace, stability and 
cooperation. This will benefit both parties 
in Cyprus and will be in the interest of the 
international community and world peace. 
Furthermore, the true potential of the is-
land will be unleashed and many heretofore 
untapped opportunities will be developed. 

I would like to use this occasion to call on the 
Greek Cypriots. It is my hope that as part of 
a fair and lasting solution, all of Cyprus will 
benefit from this water, which is enough to 
supply the entire island. May this water from 
Anatolia help flourish not only the soil but 
also the hope for peace. May the waters of 
Anatolia help mutual coexistence flourish, 
take hold and bear fruit in hearts and minds. 

We will continue to provide 
TRNC with all kinds of support

Dear Brothers,

Rest assured that we will continue to work 
towards a solution in the negotiations. In 
the meantime, we will also continue to pro-
vide all kinds of support so that our Turk-
ish Cypriot brothers can move towards a 

more prosperous future regardless of the 
progress in the negotiations. Our primary 
goal should be the prosperity of the Turk-
ish Cypriots and the success of the Cypriot 
economy so that it can stand on its own for 
further development. I believe that we can 
make the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus economically more robust, pros-
perous and competitive by acting together. 

In fact, this has been our policy for some 
time, and significant improvements were 
achieved through the firm implementation 
of this policy. We are delighted to see that 
our work is paying off; the economy is grow-
ing stronger and prosperity is on the rise. 
The most important guarantee of the future 
for the Turkish Cypriots is a robust, sustain-
able, productive and competitive economy 
whether a solution is reached or not. 

We must never forget that the Turkish Cyp-
riots have made it this far by embracing 
their national values in unity and solidarity. 
As long as we maintain our unity, spirit of 
solidarity and faith in this noble national 
cause, there is no obstacle that we cannot 
overcome. Brothers, the final thing I ask of 
you is let us be one, let us be strong, let us be 
active and let us be brothers. Do not forget: 
we must march towards the future with the 
philosophy of a single people, single flag, 
single homeland and single state. 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone 
who contributed to carrying out this pro-
ject. I hope that the water of peace brings 
blessings and good fortune to the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus. I salute all of 
you with respect and affection.

Distinguished Members of the Press:

I greet you with respect.

I would like to welcome you to this press 
conference held for the purpose of sharing 
the outcomes of the G20 Antalya Leaders 
Summit with you.

The two-day summit held yesterday and to-
day marks the end of our successful presi-
dency of the G20 which we took over from 
Australia on December 1, 2014. I believe 
that the Final Declaration of the Antalya 
Summit is an important document that 
will shape the future work of the G20. We 
are handing over the G20 presidency to the 
People’s Republic of China for 2016.

G20 Countries Took Strong 
Stance On Fight Against 

Terrorism

Press Conference Following the G20 Antalya Leaders Summit
Antalya | November 15, 2015 
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against the violence and atrocities of the 
Daesh terrorist organization which has 
nothing to do with Islam.

The international community 
should act in solidarity on Syria

Distinguished Members of the Press,

We all are affected by the conflicts and in-
stabilities occurring in our region and var-
ious parts of the world. There are countries 
around us that are no longer governable. 
Syria is a clear case in point. As a neighbor-
ing country with close ties to its people, we 
have been closely affected by the tragedy 
in Syria from the very beginning. Today, 
Turkey is hosting 2.5 million refugees, 
with 2.2 million from Syria and 300,000 
from Iraq. We opened our doors to all of 
these victims without discriminating on 
the basis of their faith or ethnic origin. For 
us, this is first and foremost a humanitari-
an duty.

However, the problem we are facing now 
is unprecedented and has already grown 
too large for any country to overcome by 
itself. The problem is getting deeper as the 
hopes for the people who left their homes 
and countries to return are fading every 
day. Unless we settle on a solution for Syria 
that is acceptable to everyone living in the 
country, we will not be able to overcome 
regional problems in general and immigra-
tion and terrorism in particular. The inter-
national community must act with effec-
tive collaboration and solidarity and share 
the burden.

We regard the progress achieved in the 
Vienna talks which ended on Saturday as 
a promising step towards the solution of 
the problem. The discussions held in Vien-
na will be detailed in the days ahead. The 
main objectives of this process are to main-
tain Syria’s territorial integrity, eliminate 
terrorism and establish a pluralistic, dem-
ocratic and legitimate political structure in 
the country.

Assad is killing his own people and cannot 
have a place in Syria’s future. He lost his 
chance a long time ago. We should remem-
ber that Syrian refugees are escaping from 
Daesh and the state terrorism practiced by 
Assad’s regime.

As the G20 leaders, we declared that we 
will try harder to help the refugees who 
are more than the total population of some 
European countries. We regard linking 
terrorist acts with refugees as an effort to 
evade humanitarian responsibilities. We 
must work together to fight terrorism and 
find a solution to the refugee crisis. We 
should not confuse the refugee crisis with 
terrorism.

We should act in solidarity in the fight 
against this humanitarian crisis. I believe 
that as the G20, we should set an example 
for the rest of the world in this regard. The 
steps to be taken in Syria in the context of 
security should be implemented as soon 
as possible. If we can achieve that, we will 
have contributed to the hope for a better 
future for mankind. For us, this goal is as 
important as the goal of “robust, sustaina-

As world leaders, we are profoundly sad-
dened by the terrorist attacks that oc-
curred in Paris on Friday night prior to our 
summit. I would like to take this opportu-
nity to once again condemn the terrorist 
attacks in Paris; we share the sorrow of our 
French friends. At the first session yester-
day, the G20 leaders observed one minute 
of silence to commemorate those who lost 
their lives in terrorist attacks in many plac-
es, from Beirut to Baghdad and Ankara to 
Paris.

One of the most notable outcomes of the 
2015 Antalya Summit is the strong stance 
that the G20 countries, representing a great-
er part of the world’s economy and popula-
tion, took on the fight against terrorism.

The G20 does not have the 
luxury to ignore issues that 
directly affect global stability

Distinguished Members of the Press,

I have been attending G20 summits since 
2008. I have always emphasized that we 
cannot speak of a robust global economy 
unless we ensure global peace and stability. 
Therefore, the G20 does not have the lux-
ury to ignore the issues directly affecting 
global stability. That is why we discussed 
terrorism and the refugee crisis during the 
summit in addition to financial issues.

Turkey knows all about terrorism and has 
been facing its grave consequences since the 
1970s. We told our friends that we are ready 

to do our part to support the international 
collaboration in the fight against terrorism.

It is imperative that we act sincerely in 
terms of international collaboration and 
solidarity in this fight. The statement on 
the fight against terrorism that the G20 
leaders agreed on is significant in the sense 
that it demonstrates our determination.

Terrorism has no faith, nationality, race or 
country. Associating terrorism with any re-
ligion is extremely wrong, and such an at-
titude is the greatest insult and disrespect 
to the members of that religion.

The right to life is sacred in all religions. 
Inspired by our history, we express this 
understanding with the words “Let man 
flourish so that the state shall flourish”. We 
should decisively fight against this threat 
without making any distinction between 
terrorist organizations. We think any coun-
try that makes a distinction between these 
organizations is making a serious mistake 
in the fight against terrorism.

We will continue to fight against the ter-
rorist organizations Daesh, Al Qaeda, Boko 
Haram, PKK, PYD, YPG and DHKP-C with 
the same determination. Decisive and con-
crete steps should be taken in the interna-
tional arena to ensure effective collabora-
tion against terrorist organizations.

We noted that the G20 leaders are in agree-
ment to fight against terrorist organiza-
tions without making any distinction. As 
Muslim leaders in the G20, we specifically 
focused on our common responsibilities 
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ble and balanced growth.” We can achieve 
this together.

Our G20 priorities are 
inclusiveness, implementation 
and investments 

Distinguished Members of the Press:

We had a really busy global agenda in 
2015. Most of the problems we face neces-
sitate collaboration on a global scale. In 
this respect, the G20 platform offers an im-
portant opportunity not only for the mem-
ber countries but also for the whole world.

We tried to highlight and strengthen this 
aspect of the G20 during our presidency. 
As the presidency, we defined our prior-
ities under three fundamental concepts. 
These are “inclusiveness,” “implementa-
tion” and “investments.”

As the G20, our objective is to ensure ro-
bust, sustainable and balanced growth. 
As of this year, we added inclusiveness to 
this list. Inclusiveness is important to cre-
ate quality employment opportunities for 
more people, raise living standards, elim-
inate inequalities and spread prosperity. 
During the presentation made today, the 
president of China stated that he intended 
to maintain this approach at the summit 
they will hold.

Our goal in highlighting this principle was 
to ensure that all segments of society, es-

pecially women and the youth, receive a 
larger share of the prosperity generated 
by economic growth. High unemployment 
rates among the youth pose a serious prob-
lem for many G20 countries. For the first 
time, we agreed on a quantitative target re-
garding this problem, which has been on 
our agenda for a long time. As a result, we 
agreed on reducing unemployment among 
the youth who have a greater risk of being 
excluded from the employment market by 
15 percent until 2025.

Last year, we set a target to reduce the gap 
in labor force participation rates between 
women and men by 25 percent until 2025. 
We took some steps during our presiden-
cy to that end. One of the most important 
steps in this respect was the addition of 
Women20 as the sixth engagement group 
to the five engagement groups of the G20.

As G20 leaders, we acknowledged this year 
for the first time that increasing inequali-
ties in many countries negatively affect 
economic growth as well as social stability. 
We reached a consensus on political prior-
ities to be implemented for the purpose of 
eliminating inequalities.

As you know, global growth is below ex-
pectations this year. While developed 
countries have had relative recovery, de-
veloping countries are showing signs of a 
slowdown. The G20 leaders analyzed the 
current state of the global economy and 
discussed the measures that can be taken.
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prehensive investment strategies. These 
strategies focus on:

- improving the investment environment

- fostering efficient infrastructure invest-
ments and SMEs

- supporting long-term financing opportu-
nities for infrastructure investments.

It is estimated that implementation of 
these investment strategies will increase 
the total amount of global investments by 
about 4.4 trillion dollars by the end of 2018. 
We know that it is not possible to meet the 
need for infrastructure investments with 
public funding alone. Therefore, it is essen-
tial that an effective cooperation be estab-
lished between the public and the private 
sector.

We should combine the dynamism of the 
private sector with the social conscience of 
the public sector to foster effective coopera-
tion. Turkey and some of the G20 members 
have significant experience in implement-
ing Public-Private Partnership models. At 
the summit, we decided to maintain our 
efforts to make Public-Private Partnership 
models more effective by leveraging this ex-
perience.

We believe that Islamic Finance should 
also be considered among alternative fi-
nancing instruments. Currently, SMEs 
are disadvantaged in terms of access to 
financing and integration into the global 
trade system when compared to large com-

panies. Therefore, we think that it is nec-
essary to make improvements to facilitate 
the access of SMEs to financing.

Distinguished Members of the Press,

The most important task undertaken by 
the G20 after the global crisis of 2008 was 
to increase the resilience of global finan-
cial markets. We made significant progress 
in this regard. We established a solid regu-
latory framework to prevent banking and 
insurance companies, the most important 
actors of our financial systems, from caus-
ing a crisis. We will maintain our efforts to 
ensure that the reforms we made in this 
area are implemented in a thorough and 
decisive manner in the future.

During our presidency, we completed the 
Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) 
Project which was carried out by the G20 
in cooperation with the OECD. This is a 
significant achievement for the G20 and 
world economies. The leaders agreed on 
the importance of having a large group of 
countries participate in the BEPS in line 
with the emphasis laid on inclusiveness 
under our G20 presidency.

The G20 is not a club for the rich

The G20 is not a club for the rich. We rep-
resent not only the countries that have 
achieved a certain level of prosperity but 
also the countries that engage in ongoing 
efforts for development. As the represent-
atives of leading advanced and emerging 
economies of the world, we understand 

We agree that growth strategies 
should be implemented 
effectively 

Distinguished Members of the Press,

We concentrated on five of the main chal-
lenges facing the global economy. The first 
one is the fall in commodity prices, espe-
cially the price of oil. Although this has 
some positive impact with regard to the 
global economy in general, the impact var-
ies from country to country. The second is 
the slowdown in capital flows to develop-
ing countries. The third is the slowdown in 
global trade, which poses a serious obsta-
cle to growth. The fourth is fluctuations in 
financial markets caused by sharp move-
ments in exchange rates. And the fifth is 
ongoing geopolitical risks.

We discussed these five items at length. 
We also focused on the effects that a rise 
in interest rates in the United States would 
have on the global economy. We empha-
sized that the possible repercussions of 
this rate hike on developing countries and 
the impact on financial markets should be 
followed carefully.

The leaders also emphasized the neces-
sity of supporting structural reforms 
with macroeconomic policies. In this 
context, we talked about the importance 
of central banks in developed countries 
continuing to support the economy. 
Likewise, we noted that countries must 
ensure that their policies regarding pub-
lic finances support growth and employ-

ment without undermining long-term 
stability.

Esteemed Members of the Press,

We agreed at the summit that growth 
strategies should be implemented effec-
tively. As the G20 president, we say that 
it is time to stop talking and start taking 
action. With this understanding in mind, 
we created a comprehensive and powerful 
monitoring mechanism to ensure that the 
commitments are fulfilled. Thus, we will be 
able to effectively monitor the fulfillment 
of our commitments under these growth 
strategies to achieve additional growth of 
2.1% by 2018.

We have already fulfilled almost half of the 
commitments. It is estimated that the pro-
gress made will contribute by 0.8% to the 
total output of the G20. The Antalya Action 
Plan that we adopted as leaders includes 
updated growth strategies, implementa-
tion schedules and the accountability as-
sessment report which was prepared for 
the first time this year.

We agreed on stimulating 
investments

Distinguished Members of the Press,

One of the important challenges we have 
been facing in recent years is the slow-
down in investments. At the summit, I was 
glad to see that we agreed on the need to 
stimulate investments so that we can at-
tain our growth target. In this context, the 
G20 countries prepared concrete and com-
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the situation of low income and develop-
ing countries. Hence, we must do some-
thing in this regard.

Therefore, we agreed to restructure the 
G20’s development agenda to support the 
“2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment”. I would like to underline that as a 
country whose culture and civilization is 
based on justice, we will continue to persis-
tently defend the principle of inclusiveness.

Distinguished Members of the Press,

This year, we concentrated on the follow-
ing items on our agenda:

- Food security,

- The role of the private sector in develop-
ment and

- Remittance transfers as an important 
source of revenue for many developing 
countries. We put reducing food loss and 
waste, which is a global problem, on the 
G20 agenda for the first time. As leaders, 
we issued a call to strengthen the role of 
the private sector in development.

The contributions made by our presiden-
cy were not limited to these issues. We put 
the issue of improving access to energy, 
especially in Africa, on the agenda of the 
G20 Energy Ministers Meeting which was 

held for the first time this year. We aimed 
to create a synergy on this matter by bring-
ing the G20 energy ministers, their African 
counterparts and relevant international 
organizations together.

The leaders also had lengthy discussions 
on climate change, an important element 
of sustainable development. As you know, 
the Paris Conference will be held at the 
end of this month. I will go to Paris to at-
tend the conference at the invitation of 
my friend, President Hollande. This is a 
complex and multidimensional issue that 
we need to take action on immediately. De-
veloping countries should be supported in 
adapting to the impacts of climate change. 
Developed countries bear significant re-
sponsibility in this matter.

Another topic the leaders discussed was 
global trade. We addressed this topic at the 
Antalya Summit.

I hope that the outcomes of the summit 
bring benefits to our countries and the 
whole world. I thank all heads of state and 
government who attended the G20 An-
talya Summit. I also would like to express 
my gratitude to those who contributed to 
the preparations and organization of the 
summit. I hope that the summit to be held 
next year in the People’s Republic of Chi-
na will yield beneficial results. I extend my 
sincere respect to you all. Thank you.

Esteemed President of Croatia Grabar Ki-

tarovic, Esteemed Prime Minister of Alba-

nia Edi Rama, Distinguished Ministers, Es-

teemed Participants, Dear Guests:

I salute you with respect. Welcome to Tur-

key and Istanbul.

I would like to start by expressing my 
pleasure for having the opportunity to at-
tend the 7th Energy and Economic Summit 
held by the Atlantic Council in Istanbul to 
be with you.

In my opinion, it is very important that 
this meeting is being held immediately af-
ter the G20 Antalya Summit. I would like 

The Policy Of European 
Countries Will Aggravate The 

Problem In Syria

7th Atlantic Council Energy and Economic Summit 
Istanbul | November 19, 2015
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been fighting against terrorism at home 
for 35 years while opening our doors to the 
refugees. We could not close our doors to 
people fleeing barrel bombs. Our civil soci-
ety organizations and benevolent citizens 
provide assistance to refugees in Istanbul 
and other cities of our country that cannot 
be measured in monetary terms. On the 
other hand, the international community, 
especially European countries, not only 
turn a blind eye to this issue but also take 
an approach that can aggravate the crisis 
further.

The terrorist attacks in Paris last Friday 
brought us to a new crossroads in terms of 
fighting against terrorism and helping ref-
ugees. We discussed this matter extensive-
ly at the G20 Leaders Summit in Antalya. I 
discussed every detail of this matter dur-
ing my one-on-one meetings with leaders 
as well as during the meetings between 
delegations.

At the end of the summit, we issued the 
customary communique and a separate 
statement on the fight against terrorism. In 
this statement, we condemned the attacks 
in Paris, Ankara, Gaziantep, Beirut and oth-
er places while emphasizing our solidarity 
in the fight against terrorism. We specifi-
cally underlined that terrorism cannot be 
associated with any religion, nationality, 
civilization or ethnic group.

Let me be very clear on this: I am a Muslim; 
the word Islam is derived from the root sa-
lema which means peace in Arabic. A ter-
rorist organization called Daesh dishonors 

Islam, the religion of peace. Where does 
this terrorist organization come from? Al 
Qaeda. On the other hand, there are sever-
al other terrorist organizations such as the 
PKK in my country, PYD in Northern Syria 
and YPG. There is Boko Haram in Africa. 
No matter what religion they belong to, 
we cannot and should not judge any reli-
gion because of evil people who claim to be 
members of that religion. We cannot treat 
other members of that religion as though 
they are the same. Such evil people can be 
Muslim but also Christian or Jewish. 

World peace concerns all 
countries, not just some

I strongly condemn and denounce these 
terrorists who claim to adhere to the reli-
gion of which I am a proud member. We 
talked about terrorism at the G20 Summit 
held in Antalya recently. At the G20 Sum-
mit, we called on Muslim communities all 
over the world, political leaders, scholars 
and even religious officials to take a stand 
against terrorism. We have to do this all to-
gether. If we do not take a stand, terrorism 
that rang our doorbell in Ankara today will 
ring yours tomorrow.

As a matter of fact, the scourge of terror-
ism has arrived on the doorstep in Paris. 
But is it over with Paris? Terrorism will 
not end with Paris. We can never know 
where it might strike next. Therefore, we 
must arrive at an international consensus 
with respect to our position. Ministries of 
foreign and internal affairs as well as our 

to take this opportunity to thank the Atlan-
tic Council, their Istanbul office and every-
one who contributed to the organization of 
this meeting.

The Atlantic Council Energy and Economic 
Summit, which has been held in Istanbul 
since 2010, is an important platform to 
discuss the developments in these areas. I 
believe that the panels on energy and econ-
omy that will be presented throughout the 
summit will broaden our horizons. I also 
believe that platforms such as this one 
contribute significantly to our official rela-
tions with the United States.

Esteemed Guests,

Today, the world is facing historic challeng-
es in many ways. Economic recession, pov-
erty and income inequality are still on our 
agenda. Global problems such as mass mi-
gration movements arising from internal 
conflicts, terrorism and the depletion of 
natural resources are gaining importance. 
We must fight against these problems in a 
swift, effective and decisive manner.

No one has the right or luxury to isolate 
themselves from the ongoing humanitar-
ian crises. Even the most powerful econ-
omies and developed countries may find 
themselves helpless vis-à-vis growing secu-
rity concerns. Situated next to a region be-
sieged with significant security concerns, 
Turkey aims to maintain its stability and 
the pace of its development.

Our fight against terrorism has been going 
on for more than 35 years. The series of 
events on Turkey’s southern borders have 
complex ramifications and the potential 
to cause long-term consequences for the 
world. In fact, we are already facing the 
grave consequences of these problems, es-
pecially in the form of the refugee crisis.

Turkey was left alone in 
its honorable fight against 
humanitarian crises

Unfortunately, Turkey was left alone in 
its honorable fight against humanitarian 
crises. We have been shouldering the eco-
nomic and social burden of 2.5 million ref-
ugees from Syria and Iraq by ourselves for 
the last five years. We spent 8.5 billion dol-
lars only for the services we offer to Syrian 
refugees in the refugee camps. How many 
people live in these camps? 280,000. The 
rest are dispersed in various cities in our 
country. Do you know how many refugees 
live in Istanbul? About 500,000.

Can you imagine the sociological trauma 
resulting from this situation? Can you im-
agine the psychological trauma? Both the 
refugees and our society suffer from this 
trauma. However, does mankind have the 
luxury to say ‘Well, Turkey can deal with 
this.’? Do states have such a luxury?

We coexist in this world, and we all have to 
contribute to its peace. None of us have the 
luxury to say, ‘Let them take care of them-
selves; it does not matter to us.’ We have 
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intelligence services must work hard to-
gether. World peace concerns all countries, 
not just some.

Distinguished Guests,

As the leaders of countries with Muslim 
populations that attended the G20 Summit, 
we are in agreement that there should be 
a collective and determined effort against 
extremism. I believe that other countries 
with Muslim populations will agree on this 
too. We will continue to pursue this collab-
oration in all our bilateral contacts and on 
every platform and show our determina-
tion in this regard to the whole world. In 
the same context, the Presidency of Reli-
gious Affairs of Turkey issued a statement 
on terrorism during the G20 Summit ad-
dressing the leaders and the whole world.

At the same time, other countries should 
shoulder some important responsibilities 
as well. We observe widespread prejudice 
as well as a negative and exclusionist atti-
tude against Muslim minorities, especially 
in European countries. In fact, there were 
instances where Muslims in various coun-
tries were attacked even as we were whole-
heartedly condemning the Paris attack and 
sharing the grief of the French people.

I would like to emphasize that a hardline 
attitude towards the refugees will only 
make the human tragedy worse. We expect 
all leaders of the world to call on their so-
cieties to exercise common sense. Here in 
Turkey, we act more responsibly on this 
matter than others.

I issued a press statement on the Paris 
attacks at 1:30 a.m. from Antalya, and 
I spoke with President Hollande on the 
phone. Why? Because we have to demon-
strate that we are united against terrorism. 
There are 5 million Turkish citizens in Eu-
rope alone. We have some bitter experienc-
es in the past, like the Solingen massacre in 
which five members of a family were burnt 
to death and the neo-Nazi serial murders 
that killed eight people. Unfortunately, sev-
eral of our ambassadors were murdered in 
various parts of Europe. As a country, we 
felt the pain and sorrow of such loss. Nei-
ther have we forgotten the racist attack in 
Norway that claimed 77 lives; there was 
one Turkish citizen among those killed.

Racism combined with 
Islamophobia in Europe poses a 
great danger

New disasters cannot be avoided unless es-
calation of racist attacks and fanatic move-
ments in Europe are prevented. I believe 
all countries and leaders of the world see 
the danger posed by racism combined with 
Islamophobia, especially for Europe.

As we, the leaders of countries with Mus-
lim populations, fight against terrorism, I 
condemn all kinds of extremism. We be-
lieve that we have the right to expect other 
countries to set a similar example for their 
societies.

In this context, it is imperative to accurate-
ly assess the main causes of the human 
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Esteemed Guests,

The wave of immigrants from problematic 
regions such as Syria and Iraq to Europe 
once again underlines the importance of 
the relations between Turkey and the Eu-
ropean Union. We must all concede that 
effective cooperation between Turkey and 
the European Union can have a substan-
tial impact in various matters concerning 
Eurasia and the Middle East. The European 
Union would stand to gain from develop-
ing its relations with Turkey just like the 
countries that have done so. Therefore, re-
lations between Turkey and the European 
Union must be strengthened. Clearly, Tur-
key is an important player and partner on 
a regional and global level. Turkey is the 
only country whose membership to the 
Union can provide much-needed econom-
ic and social dynamism in Europe.

Despite the problems in our region, our 
strong democracy and stable economy 
give us hope for the future. We would like 
to achieve prosperity and development not 
only for our country but also for the friend-
ly communities we cooperate with.

Our economic, social, cultural and human-
itarian relations have been growing to 
cover a much broader area in the last 13 
years. We played a key role in the estab-
lishment of many bilateral and regional 
mechanisms for dialog and cooperation. In 
particular, we focused on contributing to 
the development of least developed coun-
tries. With a total of 4.5 billion dollars in 
humanitarian aid in 2014, Turkey ranks 

first among the OECD countries in terms 
of increasing development aid. We will in-
tensify our efforts in this direction.

TANAP will carry Azerbaijani 
gas both to Turkey and Europe

Esteemed Guests,

Energy is one of the most important areas 
in our development efforts. The global en-
ergy map is changing and new actors are 
emerging in the energy arena. Energy must 
certainly be diversified. Turkey was very 
poor in this respect 13 years ago, not due to 
a lack of resources, but because of the fail-
ure to put existing resources to use. Turkey 
has a critical responsibility as a country 
situated at the crossroads of energy pro-
ducing and consuming countries. An ef-
fective cooperation is needed between the 
producing countries and the transporting 
and consuming countries to ensure energy 
security. Energy should serve peace, stabil-
ity and prosperity and be used to encour-
age cooperation, not conflict.

Natural gas from Central Asia and the Cas-
pian Basin transported through our coun-
try will contribute to the security of en-
ergy supply for Europe. For this purpose, 
we continue to carry out big projects with 
Azerbaijan and Georgia with the support 
of the United States.

We successfully implemented the Ba-
ku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan and Baku-Tbilisi-Erzu-
rum pipeline projects, which were once 
considered a fantasy in some circles. They 

tragedies and terrorist actions in the coun-
tries in our region. The Assad regime that 
killed 380,000 of its people is primarily re-
sponsible for the current humanitarian cri-
ses and terrorist acts. Assad is engaging in 
state terrorism. I would like to state clearly 
that those who stand behind this man who 
is engaging in state terrorism are at least as 
guilty as he is. The 380,000 Syrian people 
who were killed by barrel bombs, chemical 
and conventional weapons are not statis-
tics, they are all human beings. We must 
consider the message that the discussion 
on whether Assad should stay or leave 
sends to the Syrian people and mankind. 
The regime is trying to maintain power 
through sectarian tension and terrorist ac-
tivities.

The G20 Summit held in Saint Petersburg 
recently was interesting. Do you know 
what we discussed? Whether or not chem-
ical weapons were used in Syria. I opposed 
this discussion. How many people died 
by chemical weapons in Syria? 1,500. 
How many people died due to the use of 
conventional weapons? 120,000. Such a 
discussion brushes aside those who were 
killed by conventional weapons because it 
only focuses on imposing sanctions for the 
killing of 1,500 people by chemical weap-
ons based on the convention on chemical 
weapons. There may be a convention on 
that, but what about the 120,000 people 
who were killed by conventional weapons? 
Who sent those conventional weapons to 
Syria? Why do we not discuss this? It is the 
cause and effect relationship that is impor-
tant to us. 

All terrorist organizations in the region 
directly or indirectly serve the Assad re-
gime. Assad supports Daesh. Assad buys 
oil from Daesh and sells it. This is crystal 
clear; one has to be blind not to see this. In 
this respect, Daesh, the PYD and YPG are 
no different from one another. Assad sup-
ports the PYD. However, Assad was hostile 
to the Kurds until recently. He did not even 
issue identity cards for the Kurds. When 
our relations were good, we had asked him 
why he did not issue identity cards for the 
Kurds since they were citizens. Now, he 
and the Kurds are as thick as thieves. At the 
same time, supporting the PYD on the pre-
text of fighting Daesh is condoning terror-
ism. Those who insult Islam and Muslims 
because of Daesh are definitely making a 
big mistake.

Terrorist organizations in the 
region are not even remotely 
related to Islam

Terrorist organizations such as Al Qaeda 
and Boko Haram that exploit Islam most-
ly hurt and kill Muslims. Therefore, none 
of these organizations have the slightest 
connection with Islam. The blood of every 
innocent person killed by these terrorist 
organizations is also on the hands of the 
powers that support them. I believe that 
we took an important step at the G20 Sum-
mit as countries with Muslim populations 
by agreeing to communicate our joint posi-
tion against terrorism to all Islamic coun-
tries so as to prevent efforts to divide us.



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5” September 2014 - December 2019Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

109108

The second priority is implementation. It is 
important to take some steps, but we need 
to make sure that they are properly imple-
mented in an ongoing manner. Follow-up 
on implementation is very important.

The third priority is investments. The goal 
for 2030 is to invest 80-100 trillion dollars 
in the least developed, less developed and 
developing countries. How will this happen? 
Through public-private partnerships, of 
course. It is possible to make infrastructure 
investments through public-private partner-
ship; there are many examples in Turkey. In-
vestments were also on the agenda.

Our priorities were approved and support-
ed by the G20 countries. At the G20, our 
objective is to ensure robust, sustainable, 
balanced and inclusive global growth.

Slow recovery in the global economy and 
uncertainties in financial markets indicate 
new risks. In this respect, it is of critical im-
portance to implement the growth strate-
gies we accepted last year and to reassure 
global markets.

We must use every means available on en-
ergy. We should generate energy from the 
wind. We should not use the sun just for 
warmth; we should utilize its energy in all 
areas.

Turkey does not have an abundance of wa-
ter. Nonetheless, our waters used to flow 
into the seas. As a result, there was a say-
ing: “The water flows as the Turk watches 
on.” We said that this had to change. You 
might say we turned the situation around 

so that the saying now goes as follows: 
“The water flows and the Turk works.” We 
are heavily engaged in building hydroelec-
tric power plants. Building hydroelectric 
power plants is costly, but operating them 
is cheap. We took advantage of this op-
portunity. Then we turned to wind power 
plants. Now we are looking into solar pow-
er plants. Natural gas is well and good, but 
if you do not produce it, it is very expen-
sive. These other sources are very impor-
tant and good because they are renewable. 
We made significant progress with respect 
to renewable energy investments.

Global investment requirements 
for energy will reach 48 trillion 
dollars by 2035

At the Antalya Summit, we also agreed on 
the importance of effective implementa-
tion of growth strategies. We now have a 
mechanism to monitor the implementa-
tion of the commitments made to achieve 
2.1 percent additional growth by 2018. 
Steps will be taken with respect to initiat-
ing global infrastructure investments. It is 
estimated that these investments may cost 
up to 100 trillion dollars.

The International Energy Agency estimates 
that the world will need 48 trillion dollars 
of energy investment by 2035. At the sum-
mit, we discussed at length the compre-
hensive investment strategies developed 
by the G20 countries. I was glad to see that 
there was consensus on the need to stimu-
late investments to achieve growth targets. 

said this would not happen, but as you can 
see, it did. We believed in these projects 
and firmly took steps to realize them.

By completing the Turkey-Greece Intercon-
nection line in 2007, we contributed to the 
export of gas from Azerbaijan to Europe 
via an alternative route. Other pipelines 
we put into service are Kirkuk-Ceyhan, 
Iran-Turkey and the Blue Stream pipelines.

The Trans Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline 
Project (TANAP) that we are building with 
Azerbaijan will be the longest pipeline that 
will cross our territory. We broke ground 
on the project and construction activities 
are underway. This project will transport 
gas from Azerbaijan to Turkey and Europe.

Now, I call on the Europeans and the Euro-
pean Union; we signed the Nabucco pipe-
line deal with you. It has been six years 
since the deal was signed. Why have we 
been unable to move forward? If you do 
not invest the money, if the supplier does 
not take care of it, this project will not 
work. But who is held accountable? Tur-
key. Why are we held accountable? We say 
that everything is ready on our side. What 
is our role in the project? Transit. We are 
ready to do it. We have another role; we 
are one of the consumers. We are ready for 
that too. But did you supply energy? Did 
you provide the money? 

Azerbaijan took the first step in TANAP 
and Turkey partnered with Azerbaijan. 
We joined hands as partners and broke 
ground. Construction is moving swiftly. 

We are also conducting a study to include 
alternative sources, in particular Turkmen 
natural gas, in TANAP. There are some de-
velopments related to the Eastern Mediter-
ranean, Iraq, Iran and the Caspian Region 
that will reinforce Turkey’s position as an 
energy hub.

An estimated 80-100 trillion 
dollars are needed as investment 
in the least developed and 
developing countries by 2030

Distinguished Guests,

Energy was prioritized for the first time at 
the G20 during the Turkish presidency. We 
organized a conference on energy. Why? 
Because we wanted to focus extensively 
on energy. The discussions during the An-
talya Summit and the Antalya Action Plan 
which was approved at the end of the sum-
mit are significant in this regard.

As you know, we defined three priorities 
during our G20 presidency: inclusiveness, 
implementation and investments. Among 
these priorities, why is inclusiveness so 
important? For the first time in this sum-
mit, there was specific discussion devoted 
to women. We introduced the Women20 
and Youth20 engagement groups at the 
summit. We also emphasized justice at 
the summit. We discussed small and me-
dium scale enterprises in the context of 
inclusiveness as one of our themes. Inclu-
siveness will also be addressed at the G20 
Summit in China next year.
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As part of the sustainable development 
goals, access to energy was an important 
theme during our G20 presidency. We in-
tensified our efforts mostly in Sub-Saharan 
Africa due to the urgency of the situation. 
A total of 1.1 billion people in Africa do not 
have access to energy. We cannot remain 
silent; we must take some steps to address 
this situation. To that end, we held the Con-
ference on Access to Energy in Africa which 
brought the G20 energy ministers and pri-
vate sector representatives together.

Since 2015 is a critical year in terms of 
climate negotiations, we identified renew-
able energy and increasing energy efficien-
cy as priority topics. As a matter of fact, we 
held several talks on climate change at the 
summit. 

Esteemed Guests,

Besides the G20, Turkey undertook the 
presidency of the Global Migration and 
Development Forum and the D8 in 2015 
while also hosting the 12th Session of the 
Conference of the Parties to the United Na-
tions Convention to Combat Desertifica-
tion. We will host many other events such 

as the 13th Islamic Summit Conference of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
and the 23rd World Energy Congress in 
2016 as well as the 2017 World Petroleum 
Congress. We attach special importance to 
the 2016 World Humanitarian Summit, 
which will be the first-ever humanitarian 
summit in the world.

These developments are not coincidental. 
They are the result of the active foreign 
policy that we have been resolutely and 
consistently pursuing for the last 13 years. 
We will continue to contribute to human 
and economic development and the stabil-
ity of our country, region and the world.

As I end my remarks, I would like to thank 
everyone who contributed to the organi-
zation of this meeting. I hope for a fairer, 
more peaceful and safer world. I extend 
my condolences to the families of those 
who died in terrorist attacks in various 
parts of the world, from Paris and Ankara 
to Gaziantep and Beirut.

I salute you all with respect and affection. 
All the best.

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Esteemed Secretary General, Distin-
guished Ministers, Your Excellencies, Es-
teemed Representatives, Ladies and Gen-
tlemen:

I greet you wholeheartedly as I open the 
31st Ministerial Session of the Standing 

Committee for Economic and Commercial 
Cooperation of the Organization of the Is-
lamic Cooperation, COMCEC. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh.

As the chairman of COMCEC, I would like 
to welcome our guests to Turkey and Istan-

The Russian Plane Was Shot 
Down Because It Violated 

Our Sovereignty 

31st COMCEC Meeting | Istanbul | November 25, 2015 
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er hand, billions of dollars are spent on 
luxury.

As the followers of the divine principle 
“Muslims are brothers,” we need to recog-
nize this truth and arrange our lives ac-
cordingly. We are Muslims to the extent 
that we act as brothers. The values that 
unite brothers are not only affection, care 
and fondness, but also rights and justice. 
This is why we must make sure that our 
brotherhood is not just in words or rhet-
oric but part of our ethical and moral re-
sponsibility.

Violation of our brotherhood and neglect 
of our ethics and moral obligations are the 
most important reasons why the Islamic 
world is moving away from being a cradle 
of science, culture and civilization and be-
coming a place of oppression. It is obvious 
that no one can find peace and security in 
a world where children die of starvation, 
thirst, famine and lack of access to basic 
needs. Allah warned about this danger in 
the Holy Quran and equated the act of vio-
lating the law of brotherhood with “stand-
ing on the edge of a crater of fire.”

Growth that is not 
compassionate will bring a host 
of problems

This sad outlook places a heavy responsi-
bility on all member states. We must not 
overlook the fact that growth and devel-
opment that is not compassionate and fair 
will not create welfare but a host of prob-

lems. The only way to secure the present 
and the future is to increase solidarity, co-
operation and sharing and to empathize 
with the difficulties of our brothers and 
sisters around the world.

We need to come to grips with our own 
problems without waiting for other coun-
tries or institutions to deal with them. In 
this regard, I believe that our multilateral 
cooperation under the umbrella of COM-
CEC is very valuable and offers important 
opportunities to Muslims. Offering a plat-
form for us to comprehensively address 
the commercial, social and economic is-
sues that concern our member states every 
year, COMCEC has a special and critical 
role to play in the current situation. I hope 
that all countries will adopt a similar un-
derstanding and engage their efforts in 
this direction.

Dear Brothers,

This year’s COMCEC meeting takes place 
at a critical time in terms of regional and 
global issues. As Muslims struggling to 
survive, we are facing a difficult test. The 
civil war in neighboring Syria is about to 
enter its fifth year. We must hold ourselves 
accountable to Allah; we should call our-
selves to account before Allah does. Unfor-
tunately, 380,000 innocent Syrian people 
were killed by state terrorism inflicted by 
the regime. Twelve million people were 
forced to leave their homes.

Iraq, Yemen, Palestine, Libya, Afghanistan, 
Egypt and Lebanon are struggling with 

bul. I pray that Allah will make our negoti-
ations and efforts beneficial and guide and 
bless us.

During our meetings, we will discuss eco-
nomic, social and commercial issues but 
also the current state of affairs in our re-
gion and the Islamic world. I pray to Al-
lah that the exchange of views and the 
decisions to be taken by the distinguished 
representatives who are present today will 
benefit all Islamic countries and mankind.

Dear Brothers,

The world economy has not yet fully recov-
ered from the global crisis that emerged 
seven years ago. Global economic growth 
is slower compared to the pre-crisis peri-
od. Similarly, global trade, which recorded 
a regular increase in the pre-crisis period, 
remains stagnant in the last few years.

The share of Islamic countries in 
world trade increased by 40%

Despite the uncertainties and problems 
in the global economy, praise Allah, the 
share of Islamic countries in world trade 
increased approximately 40 percent in the 
last 10 years. Our share in global output 
also grew by approximately 50 percent in 
the same period.

We know for a fact that oil and other raw 
materials have a significant share in this 
increase. On the other hand, we have also 
observed significant improvements in pro-
duction and trade in our member states in 

recent years. Industrial products account 
for a significant portion of the exports of 
many of our member states.

As the most concrete manifestation of 
the commercial ties between our member 
states, trade between member states of our 
organization increased rapidly in the last 
10 years and is now close to the targeted 
level of 20 percent. God willing, we can fur-
ther increase trade, in particular the share 
of industrial products with high value add-
ed, in the future by taking the right steps in 
the next few years.

On the other hand, despite this positive 
development, we must also acknowledge 
the sad truth which is sometimes ignored. 
Today, approximately 21 percent of our 
brothers, in other words 350 million out 
of the total population of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation, are struggling with 
extreme poverty. The rate of people living 
in extreme poverty is as high as 50 percent 
in Sub-Saharan African countries. Unfor-
tunately, a significant part of the heart-
breaking images of hunger, famine and 
poverty that we see on television take place 
in member countries of this organization. 
For instance, 54 out of 1,000 children die 
before reaching the age of five in member 
countries of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation.

There are large gaps in terms of nation-
al income and the level of development 
between our countries. On the one hand, 
there are millions of people who cannot 
even afford their basic needs; on the oth-
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terrorism regardless of where it comes 
from and where it occurs. Seeing hundreds 
of thousands of people killed in Syria and 
those killed in the Middle East and Afri-
ca just as statistics will only play into the 
hands of terrorist organizations.

When the world is concerned about birds, 
fish and plants but not innocent children 
drowning in the Mediterranean and the 
Aegean Sea every day, such negligence will 
only lead to bigger tragedy. Shutting the 
door in the face of millions of Syrians and 
Iraqis who are struggling only to survive 
will only aggravate the problem. Security 
and peace can be achieved by embracing 
and helping refugees, not by kicking or 
stabbing them, sinking boats full of peo-
ple or turning a deaf ear to their screams. 
Everyone must understand that hiding 
behind barbed wire fences and high walls 
cannot keep the trouble away.

Likewise, we must also acknowledge the 
fact that Islamophobic, xenophobic and 
racist reactions are further aggravating 
the problem. Associating terrorism with 
a religion, nation or region can never be 
accepted or excused. It is wrong to incrim-
inate the followers of a religion based on 
the identity of terrorists and force them to 
defend themselves like a criminal. No one 
from any country can use the words “Is-
lam” and “terrorism” together and identify 
terrorism with Islam; no one has the right 
to do so.

There is something in particular that I 
would like to emphasize. People -- especial-

ly the youth who are marginalized based 
on their religion, appearance, language or 
skin color -- can become more susceptible 
to the propaganda of terrorist organiza-
tions. We must be careful not to take any 
steps that will facilitate such an outcome.

Sectarian and exclusionary policies and 
misguided strategies pursued in Syria led 
to the emergence of the Daesh terrorist or-
ganization next to our border. Turning a 
blind eye to the state terrorism conducted 
by the Assad regime and insisting on mis-
guided policies such as bombing Syrians 
who are struggling for a free and dignified 
life are equal to supporting this villain.

We had to shoot down the 
Russian plane because it did not 
leave our airspace despite our 
warnings

Yesterday, we witnessed a situation which 
shows the regrettable consequences that 
careless steps may have on the stabili-
ty, peace and future of the region. Two 
planes of unknown nationality violated 
our airspace over the Yayladağı district of 
Hatay yesterday morning. The planes were 
warned against violating our airspace 10 
times in five minutes. Following warnings 
from our military authorities, one of the 
planes returned to Syria, but the other one 
continued to violate our airspace. As a re-
sult, Turkish F-16s conducting air patrol 
in the area fired on the plane that was vi-
olating Turkish airspace. After it was hit, 
the plane crashed on the Syrian side of the 

extremely challenging circumstances. De-
spite the inhumane oppression and vio-
lence, our Palestinian brothers and sisters 
are putting up an honorable fight against at-
tacks from Israel aimed at holy places such 
as Masjid Al-Aqsa and the Temple Mount. 
The blockade, now in its eighth year, has 
turned Gaza with its 1.5 million inhabit-
ants into an open prison. Thousands of op-
pressed Rohingya people who are subject-
ed to violence and whose houses are burnt 
down in Rakhine are struggling for their 
lives under very difficult conditions by 
taking shelter in neighboring countries or 
trying to escape by battling the wild waves 
of the ocean.

On top of this heartbreaking picture, a 
handful of murderers abusing Islam, the 
religion of “peace”, kill innocent people, es-
pecially Muslims, every day. These evil or-
ganizations called Daesh, Al-Qaeda, Boko 
Haram and Al-Shabaab are used by others 
as pawns to reshape the Islamic world.

Muslims are the primary targets 
of the so-called Islamic terrorist 
organizations

We should take note of the fact that the pri-
mary target of these terrorist organizations 
is Muslims who do not share their views. 
These terrorist organizations have inflict-
ed the greatest damage on Islamic coun-
tries, our values, the most precious works 
of our civilizations, libraries, scholars and 
institutions. It is imperative that we all 
take a determined stand against these evil 

groups that follow in the footsteps of their 
historical equivalents such as the Khawarij 
and the Hashashins.

We have to remember and remind every-
one that being Muslim is a blessing that 
matures, glorifies and gratifies human be-
ings, for which we should be grateful and 
proud. It is high time that we recommend 
truth, patience, compassion and mercy to 
each other. More than ever before, we need 
to appeal to common sense, think a thou-
sand times and speak once, call people to 
goodness and stop evil. As Muslims, it is 
our duty to eradicate these cancer cells that 
poison our children and aim to destroy the 
1,400-year-old authentic Islamic tradition.

As you know, one of the main items on the 
agenda of the G20 Summit held on Novem-
ber 15 and 16 under our presidency was 
the fight against terrorism. The leaders of 
countries with Muslim populations, in-
cluding Turkey, met on the margins of the 
summit and issued a statement about our 
position on this subject. We emphasized 
that the people who died in the Paris at-
tacks are no different than those who were 
killed in Beirut, Ankara, Suruç, Gaziantep, 
Baghdad, Kuwait, Syria and Iraq; we grieve 
for them all.

As a country fighting terrorism for the last 
30 years, we do not make any distinction 
between those who died in Mali recently 
and those who were killed in Nigeria. An-
yone who thinks that human life is sacred 
should adopt the same attitude and take a 
principled and consistent position against 
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determination of the United Nations sus-
tainable development goals. Sustainable 
development goals cover a wide range of 
outcomes in the areas of poverty eradica-
tion, inclusive economic growth, access to 
energy and income equality.

I believe that our esteemed ministers 
will take important decisions at the 31st 
COMCEC meeting aimed at successfully 
implementing and monitoring the imple-
mentation of the sustainable development 
goals. I would like to share some principles 
which I find very important in achieving 
these goals.

We must effectively demonstrate our po-
litical will. We must be firm without being 
uncompromising; this is what behooves a 
Muslim. We must adopt appropriate pub-
lic policies. We must strengthen our insti-
tutional and human capabilities. We must 
create an effective spirit of solidarity in 
addition to solid financial resources. We 
must pursue these goals together with our 
institutions, civil society organizations, the 
private sector and citizens. This requires 
intensive international cooperation and 
technical assistance.

I would like to take this opportunity to call 
on all member states to effectively take ad-
vantage of the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation and COMCEC. I find it especially 
meaningful that the theme of this year’s 
ministerial session is “Post-2015 Develop-
ment Agenda and Development Challeng-
es of the Islamic Ummah: Improving Basic 
Service Delivery.” Also, this year’s meeting 

includes a series of side events such as 
panels and special sessions related to our 
theme. As you know, the Preferential Trade 
System among the members of the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation is one of 
the most important projects of COMCEC. 
We should discuss this system thoroughly. 
Praise Allah, we reached the required num-
ber of member states to put the system into 
effect. Member states meeting the mini-
mum requirements of the agreement need 
to take some steps. In this regard, I request 
that all relevant countries complete their 
preparations in close cooperation with the 
COMCEC Coordination Office so that the 
system is put into effect as soon as possible.

Dear Brothers,

I am pleased to see that the COMCEC 
strategy introduced in 2013 has been suc-
cessfully executed with support from the 
member states. The delegation of secre-
tariat services to the COMCEC Coordina-
tion Office as a result of the new COMCEC 
Statute changed the way COMCEC organ-
izes its work. After the introduction of 
the strategy, we achieved a remarkable in-
crease in the number and efficiency of the 
activities carried out under the umbrella 
of COMCEC. In this framework, I am of the 
opinion that the exchange of political rec-
ommendations will further improve close 
relations between our countries.

Furthermore, I am also very pleased that a 
total of 22 projects were carried out in the 
first two years within the framework of the 
COMCEC project funding mechanism. It 

border and some of its parts landed in Tur-
key, injuring two Turkish citizens. It was 
later understood from the statements of 
the officials of the Russian Federation that 
the downed plane belonged to the Russian 
Federation. Immediately after the incident, 
Turkey briefed the United Nations Securi-
ty Council and NATO.

They claim that they are fighting Daesh. 
For one thing, there is no Daesh presence 
in Latakia, which is inhabited by Bayırbu-
cak Turkomans, or in the north. So let us 
stop fooling one another. Currently, Daesh 
has a presence in Jarabulus and to the east 
and south of Jarabulus. We have been tak-
ing great care not to let such an incident 
take place and had warned all relevant 
countries. We expressed our sensitivity on 
this issue to our neighbor at various times 
using different channels. It has been Tur-
key’s patient, controlled and well-meaning 
attitude that prevented such an incident 
from taking place until yesterday.

Turkey has always sided with peace, dialog 
and diplomacy, not tension, crisis and hos-
tility. We will maintain the same approach. 
However, no one should expect us to remain 
silent and unresponsive against the con-
stant violation of our border security, sover-
eignty and the disregard for our rights and 
laws. We certainly do not intend to escalate 
the crisis. We only defend our security and 
the rights of our brothers and sisters.

A wave of immigration began towards 
our borders from the region inhabited by 
Bayırbucak Turkomans in the north of La-

takia last week. We are admitting our kin 
who are fleeing from bombs into the camps 
in Hatay and the surrounding area. On the 
other hand, we continue to provide shelter 
and support to our kin in the camps on the 
Syrian side through the Red Crescent. 

We must be honest; let us not fool each 
other. We must concede that standing by 
someone who is conducting state terror-
ism means taking part in his cruelty.

A Muslim is one who avoids harming Mus-
lims with his words and actions; “Al Mus-
limu man salima almuslimuna min lisani-
hi wa yadihi.” We have to adhere to this. 
We are against the Assad regime, which 
is engaged in state terrorism, as we are 
against any kind of terrorism and terrorist 
organization. We will continue to provide 
humanitarian aid on both sides of the bor-
der as the regime continues to attack our 
brothers and sisters in the region. We are 
determined to take all necessary measures 
to prevent another wave of migration to 
our country. We will continue to do our 
part for the peace and security of Syrian 
people.

COMCEC should shoulder 
responsibility on global issues

Dear Brothers, Distinguished Guests,

These regional problems and other global 
issues require that the members of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation shoul-
der some responsibility. Some of our mem-
bers indeed played an active role in the 
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is of critical importance that we cooperate 
on standards to ensure that trade between 
the member states grows and is facilitated. 
On this note, I note with great pleasure the 
growing interest in the standards that were 
developed by the Standards and Metrology 
Institute for the Islamic Countries.

The Stock Exchanges Forum 
conducts successful activities

COMCEC is engaged in many significant 
activities in the area of financial coop-
eration where industry representatives 
and institutions from the member states 
play an active role. The Stock Exchanges 
Forum and the COMCEC Capital Market 
Regulators Forum conduct successful ac-
tivities. As you may remember, last year, 
I pointed out the importance of establish-
ing infrastructure for real estate and gold 
exchanges in addition to the Stock Ex-
changes Forum within COMCEC. There-
fore, I appreciate the fact that work has 
been initiated to study the requirements 
for real estate and gold exchanges. Hope-
fully, these efforts will soon be completed 
and provide benefits to all member states.

Dear Brothers,

This year, Turkey’s actions as the president 
of the G20, which is the most important eco-

nomic cooperation platform of the world, 
were greatly appreciated by all members. 
We crowned this process with a successful 
Leaders Summit held on November 15-16.

In 2016, Turkey will host very important 
summits and meetings. Among them, the 
13th Leaders Summit of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation is very important 
to us. I would like to say in advance that we 
expect a very high level of participation in 
the summit from all member states.

Also, another important meeting will be 
the first-ever World Humanitarian Sum-
mit for the Least Developed Countries 
that will be held in Istanbul on May 23-24, 
2016. We hope and pray that these two sig-
nificant events will be successful and con-
tribute to the solution of our problems. I 
invite other friendly member states of this 
organization to pay more attention to these 
issues.

As I end my remarks, I would like to say 
once again that it was a great pleasure to 
host you in my country, in our beautiful 
city of Istanbul. I hope that the COMCEC 
activities will bring positive benefits to 
our countries and all mankind. May Allah 
bless you. Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatul-
lahi wa barakatuh.

Esteemed Ministers, Dear Guests, Ladies 
and Gentlemen:

I salute you with respect and affection. I 
am delighted to be with our ambassadors 
serving abroad and here at home on the 
occasion of the 8th Conference of Ambas-
sadors. Welcome to the Presidential Com-

plex, the home of the nation. I hope that 
the Conference of Ambassadors, which has 
become an annual tradition, is successful.

At the beginning of my remarks, I would 
like to strongly condemn the bombing car-
ried out by a suicide bomber believed to be 
Syrian in Istanbul’s Sultanahmet Square. 
I pray that Allah will have mercy on those 

The Backstabbers Who Earn Their 
Bread From The State Should Get 

The Punishment They Deserve 

8th Conference of Ambassadors | Ankara | January 12, 2016 
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lances, fire trucks and private vehicles with 
bullets and setting fire to schools, hospitals, 
mosques, libraries, homes and businesses. 
It is the very same terrorist organization 
that puts holes in the walls of houses and 
builds tunnels through people’s bedrooms 
in violation of the rights and freedoms of 
our citizens.

We face treason from the so-
called intellectuals who get their 
salary from the state

In spite of all these facts, the rabble who 
call themselves academicians publishes a 
manifesto accusing the state. And if that 
were not bad enough, they invite foreign-
ers to our country to monitor develop-
ments. This is the colonialist mentality; it 
is going back to a mandate regime.

Turkey faced this treason rooted in the 
same mentality 100 years ago. Back then, 
there was a rabble of so-called intellectu-
als who believed in a mandate regime and 
that only foreigners could save the country. 
Our people won the War of Independence 
and secured their freedom. This was the 
most appropriate response to such people. 
Unfortunately, these colonialists took over 
again after the Republic was formed.

Today, we face betrayal from so-called intel-
lectuals, most of whom are on government 
salaries, carry state IDs and passports in 
their pockets and have a standard of living 
higher than the nation’s average.

What I would like to say to Turkey and the 
entire world right now in your presence is 

that Turkey has no problem with its Kurd-
ish citizens. I mean, there is no Kurdish 
problem in Turkey. Just like any other seg-
ment of society, our Kurdish brothers may 
have issues that are unique to them and to 
the places where they live, but we can sit 
down with them and resolve these issues.

In the last 14 years, our government pro-
vided to the southeastern and eastern part 
of our country the facilities available in 
the western part. Turkey’s problem today 
is terrorism, a scourge that afflicts many 
countries around the world; it is not the 
Kurdish problem. We should not deceive 
ourselves. We must convey this message 
accurately.

But these so-called intellectuals say that 
the state has committed a massacre. You, 
the so-called intellectuals, are the dark-
ness. You are not enlightened intellectuals 
but darkness. You are so ignorant and live 
in such darkness that you would not even 
know how to get to the southeast or the 
east. But we know that area as if it were the 
path to our own house. The airports and 
universities all over the southeast today as 
well as the mosques, schools and divided 
highways provide wealth to the region and 
are a testament to the importance we place 
on the southeastern and eastern part of 
our country and our Kurdish brothers liv-
ing in these regions.

So what has the terrorist organization 
done? Terrorists are now turning people 
out of their homes. They are terrorizing 
people by digging tunnels between hous-
es as they forcefully evict inhabitants. No-

who were killed in the explosion. I pray for 
a speedy recovery for the wounded.

This incident demonstrates once again that 
we must, as a nation, be united in body and 
soul in our war against terrorism and ter-
rorist organizations. Turkey will maintain 
its principled and resolute stance in the 
war on terror.

Be vigilant when it comes to 
the operations of terrorist 
organizations

For us, all terrorist organizations are the 
same, regardless of whether they are called 
Daesh, PKK, PYD, YPG, DHKP-C or MLKP. 
As you know, Turkey is the number one 
target for the terrorist organizations in the 
region because Turkey opposes all of them 
without discrimination and is determined 
to fight against them all.

I would like to pose a direct question here. Is 
there any other country more resolute than 
Turkey or one that paid a higher price in 
fighting against the terrorist organization 
called Daesh? We are also firm and dedi-
cated in our fight against the separatist ter-
rorist organization, but there are still some 
individuals, and even countries, who refuse 
to understand our position. Therefore, we 
ask that our esteemed ambassadors are es-
pecially vigilant when it comes to the activi-
ties of the terrorist organizations.

Our government must work much harder 
in places where these terrorist organiza-
tions and their sponsors have operations, 
especially in European countries. We must 

not let terrorist organizations, separatists 
and others who try to destroy us have free 
rein. We know that many countries around 
the world have an ambivalent attitude to-
wards terrorist organizations. These are 
issues that you follow and know very well. 
Despite these attitudes, there is nothing 
that prevents us from exposing the truth 
about these separatist terrorist organiza-
tions and telling the truth to the public in 
other countries. In this regard, you are our 
hands, feet, eyes and ears.

Rabble who call themselves 
academicians are maligning our 
state

In the meantime, we are also aware of the 
challenges emerging here in our own coun-
try in this respect. Rabble who call them-
selves academicians or researchers come 
out and malign our state, which is defend-
ing our citizens and territory from the at-
tacks of terrorist organizations. What do 
they say? They claim that rights and free-
doms are violated.

Yes, that is right. The rights and freedoms 
of millions of our citizens living in the re-
gion are violated; not by the state, but by 
the actions of these terrorist organizations. 
It is the terrorist organization that is dig-
ging trenches in the streets, blocking them 
with barricades and laying traps. It is the 
terrorist organization that is hindering our 
people’s freedom of movement by setting 
bombs along roads, bridges and culverts. It 
is the terrorist organization that is causing 
misery for our citizens by spraying ambu-
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totally destroyed. We are not about to ask 
these so-called academicians permission 
to do this. There is no such principle in our 
law, and everyone needs to understand 
this clearly. They need to know their place. 
We are responsible for protecting the lives 
and property of 78 million people in this 
country. This is the duty of the state. We 
perform this duty with our armed forces, 
police and volunteer village guards.

I expect you to explain these truths fully to 
your contacts in the countries where you 
are posted and to get support for our war 
on terror.

Right now, I call on our government, min-
istries and all relevant public bodies. The 
backstabbers who earn their bread from 
the state should get the punishment they 
deserve as soon as possible without delay. 
There must be no public servant in a school, 
hospital, courtroom, police department, in 
fiscal affairs, agriculture or any other public 
body who opposes the unity of the nation 
and the territorial integrity of the country. 
We absolutely will not tolerate such a situa-
tion. This is a sensitive issue for the nation 
and for myself. I ask all relevant public bod-
ies to pay attention to this sensitivity.

Esteemed Friends,

I think it is very fitting that the theme of the 
Conference of Ambassadors this year is “Cri-
sis Management: Humanitarian Solutions”. 
Crises are now a fact of life in almost every 
corner of the world. As a result, there is a 
greater need for humanitarian approaches 
and initiatives.

Our country is working to resolve its own 
problems while also trying to take a princi-
pled approach with respect to the human-
itarian crises in our region. Our country’s 
approach to the events taking place in our 
region is different from that of other states; 
it has to be different.

We have responsibilities to our brothers with 
whom we have lived side by side for many 
centuries. We also share common values in 
terms of our history, culture and civilization. 
Therefore, the countries in our region are not 
just other states among many or other peo-
ples among all others in the world.

Our perspective regarding the region will 
never be limited to economic, military or 
geopolitical interests or current events. 
Our understanding of culture and civiliza-
tion compels us to take the same attitude 
with respect to our relations with the rest 
of the world. This is the primary reason 
why we extend our efforts as far as South 
America, Asia and Africa. I expect each 
ambassador representing Turkey to per-
form their duties diligently with this en-
thusiasm and vision.

Do not limit yourselves to 
bureaucratic missions and 
definitions

If you limit yourselves to bureaucratic mis-
sions and definitions, then I do not believe 
that you are doing your job right. What we 
actually want from you is for you to bring 
Turkey’s vision of history, culture and civ-
ilization to life and work towards this end. 

body is talking about Yasin Börü. What 
was Yasin Börü doing? He was passing 
out meat to the poor. They martyred him 
by throwing him from the third floor and 
then ran over him with a car. Who are the 
perpetrators of the incidents on October 
6-8? Who caused the deaths of 50 people 
by calling all our Kurdish brothers to the 
streets? Where were you, the so-called in-
tellectuals? Did you say anything then? 
Did you speak up and condemn these ac-
tions? On one side of the problem are the 
people and the state, and on the other side, 
the terrorists carrying weapons, bombs 
and Molotov cocktails.

I invite foreign academicians to 
Turkey

For a moment, let us put aside those who 
signed this manifesto prepared by so-called 
academicians with familiar names but an 
alien mentality. I have a proposal to foreign 
academicians who think like them. I invite 
them to Turkey. Please come to Turkey. 
This is not the kind of problem you address 
by signing a piece of paper. Come to Tur-
key. Come and see what is happening on 
the ground, everything from A to Z in the 
southeast, east and every other area. Let 
them come and see for themselves whether 
or not the problem in Turkey is about the 
state violating rights or the terrorist organ-
ization trampling the rights and freedoms 
of our citizens. 

For example, our ambassador to the Unit-
ed States should invite (Noam) Chomsky, 
who previously made a statement about 

Turkey’s operations against the terrorist 
organization. Let him be our guest in this 
region. Let this academician see the truth 
with his own eyes and not through the 
fifth column who feeds him the informa-
tion. Let us invite academicians from oth-
er countries who think like this but whose 
hearts and minds are open. Let them come 
to our country. We can take them to the re-
gion. I believe that we will be able to con-
vey the facts to world public opinion more 
effectively and accurately in this fashion.

As far as Turkey is concerned, the issue of 
terrorism is not one where you can ride the 
fence. In this regard, you are either on the 
side of the people and the state or on the 
side of the terrorists and their organiza-
tion. People in our country or in the world 
who make a distinction between terrorists 
based on their narrative, beliefs, identity 
or ethnicity are directly supporting ter-
rorism. The operations that our security 
forces have conducted in the region are 
primarily aimed at guaranteeing the safety 
and future of our Kurdish brothers.

Turkey does not and will not negotiate 
with the separatist terrorist organization, 
the political party it controls, the civil so-
ciety organizations that take the same line 
or the rabble calling themselves ‘academi-
cians’ who signed the recent manifesto. We 
answer only to the people. We view those 
who speak the same language as the terror-
ists as being one and the same with them.

Turkey will continue this fight until the 
last terrorist lays down his arms or is neu-
tralized and the terrorist organization is 
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for reforming the United Nations, espe-
cially the Security Council, so that it has a 
more inclusive and effective structure.

Take note of the fact that our objection about 
“The world is bigger than 5” is not solely our 
concern but that of many of the countries in 
the United Nations. Acting as the voice and 
conscience of mankind is not going to hurt 
Turkey; to the contrary, it will make us more 
powerful and enhance our reputation. I also 
think that our mediation for peace initiatives 
that contribute to the peaceful resolution of 
disputes is very important.

We must not neglect the work of the Alli-
ance of Civilizations. I consider the work of 
this alliance, which we founded, as being 
an important means for the resolution of 
current problems and issues. We must also 
look for ways to use the Global Counterter-
rorism Forum, which we co-chair, as an ef-
fective platform for global cooperation in 
this area. Our activities in the internation-
al arena are a manifestation of our respon-
sible approach to global issues.

Our organization of the G20 Summit in 
Antalya was a huge success. At the G20, we 
emphasized the importance of economic 
growth but also the need to consider the 
problems of the least developed countries 
as part of our responsible approach to 
global issues.

I believe that we were selected to host the 
World Humanitarian Summit, which will 
be held for the first time, because of our 
effective work in humanitarian diploma-
cy. God willing, world leaders, politicians, 

academicians, opinion leaders and civil so-
ciety representatives will gather in Istanbul 
in May for this summit. I believe that this 
meeting will have historical importance in 
terms of the future mechanisms for human-
itarian aid efforts around the world.

We will also be hosting the 13th Leaders 
Summit of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation in April. This summit, which 
is held at a time when the Muslim world 
is facing very serious challenges, is criti-
cal in terms of our nation’s historical and 
humanitarian responsibilities. I expect all 
relevant public bodies and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs staff in particular to work 
diligently for the success of this summit.

Distinguished Ambassadors,

In 2015, there has been a worsening of the 
crises in our region. The great hopes that 
resulted from popular movements that be-
gan in 2010 in North Africa and the Middle 
East, for the most part, gave way to pain, 
war and chaos. The five-year-long crisis in 
Syria has made this country a focal point 
with respect to the threats against the safe-
ty and security of the region and the world.

The terrorist organizations on one hand 
and the regime and certain countries sup-
porting that regime on the other hand are 
persecuting the Syrian people. The immi-
gration crisis stretching from the shores of 
the Mediterranean to Europe is resulting 
in horrible images that break our hearts.

We also observe that dangerous trends 
such as xenophobia, racism and Islamo-
phobia are gaining ground in Europe, in 

You are no ordinary ambassadors. You rep-
resent history; you are the heirs who will 
transpose this history into the future. To 
us, defending human values is not some 
sort of tool to disguise policy. It is the leg-
acy of our state tradition going back thou-
sands of years and the character of our 
people. A child who is starved to skin and 
bones in Africa is like our child to us. This 
is the kind of empathy we have.

The so-called intellectuals, have you said 
anything about what is happening in Ma-
daya? Did you organize campaigns for 
that city? Did you sign any manifestos for 
them? No. We feel the pain of the innocent 
people killed in front of a bakery waiting 
for bread, in markets, schools and homes 
as a result of the attacks of terrorist organ-
izations, the regime and the states support-
ing the regime in Syria as if they are our 
own relatives.

We must understand very well the reason 
for the excitement our brothers who are 
living under difficult conditions in villag-
es and cities in the Balkans, the Cauca-
sus, the Middle East and North Africa feel 
when they see our country’s flag and hear 
its name. There is no exploitation, interest 
or belittlement here. We are simply talking 
about a sincere relationship based on the 
philosophy of “loving those who are creat-
ed for the sake of the Creator.”

Turkey’s humanitarian diplomacy and 
our accomplishments and goals cannot be 
appreciated fully and properly without in-
terpreting this historical and spiritual dy-
namic correctly. Praise Allah, today Turkey 

is one of the countries providing the great-
est official development aid in the world. 
In fact, we provide more humanitarian aid 
than any country in the world as a ratio of 
our GDP.

We outpaced the wealthiest 
countries in terms of aid

Turkey is no ordinary country.  The Turkey 
of yesteryear received aid and needed it. 
But today, we outpace the world’s wealthi-
est countries in terms of providing aid. We 
expect the international humanitarian aid 
provided by our country in 2015 to reach 5 
billion dollars. This makes us very happy. 
Praise Allah, we lived to see this day.

In the same way, Turkey is among the 
countries making the largest contribution 
to organizations like the United Nations, 
the Office for the Coordination of Human-
itarian Affairs, the World Food Program 
and the Development Fund. The Turkish 
Cooperation and Coordination Agency 
(TİKA), the Disaster and Emergency Man-
agement Presidency (AFAD), the Red Cres-
cent and all other relevant public bodies 
can respond to humanitarian crises in any 
corner of the world, especially in the event 
of natural disasters.

We are conducting these efforts with an 
inclusive approach without making any 
discrimination based on the identity, reli-
gion or sect of the people we are helping. 
We will resolutely maintain this principled 
approach in order to find sustainable solu-
tions to the problems facing mankind. In 
this context, we will continue to make calls 
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We must play a more effective role in in-
ternational political processes by basing 
our foreign policies on a humanitarian 
perspective and on more comprehensive 
strategies. I believe that 2016 will be a pro-
ductive year in this regard.

Esteemed Friends,

There are very important issues facing us 
as a country. We must observe these issues 
and try to achieve results on a global level. 
At the top of this list are the increasingly 
frequent operations of the separatist ter-
rorist organization in the international 
arena, the battle we are waging against the 
parallel state and the continuing Armeni-
an allegations. In fact, all of these issues 
are becoming interrelated and interlinked. 
The atrocious claims that Turkey supports 
terrorist groups or has problems with de-
mocracy, freedom of the press and the rule 
of law are always made by the same circles.

You must closely monitor 
all activities of the parallel 
organization

The parallel state organization in particu-
lar trumps other attempts to the point of 
being genuinely treacherous. We know 
that this organization and people associat-
ed with it are behind a significant number 
of the news stories against our country in 
the international media. I would like to 
take this opportunity to reiterate our re-
solve with respect to our efforts to fight the 
parallel state in Turkey.

Our National Security Council has de-
clared the parallel state structure a terror-
ist organization working against the inter-
ests of our country. We will not show the 
least bit of tolerance for this network of 
evil whose activities are being monitored. 
I believe that, as our esteemed ambassa-
dors, you are closely following all activi-
ties of this organization in the countries 
where you serve and making necessary 
interventions without delay. Rest assured 
that as president, I will always support 
you in your efforts, which are closely 
monitored by our ministry.

In addition, it is just as important to re-
pair the damage done by the parallel state 
organization as it is to fight it. Do not for-
get, my dear friends, that the schools es-
tablished by this organization and their 
business relations are not theirs to keep. It 
was all made possible by the resources of 
this country and its people in the form of 
zakat, charity or aid. Therefore, instead of 
destroying them, we must make sure that 
we return these assets to their real own-
ers, which is our country and its people.

On the subject of schools: the establish-
ment of the Maarif Foundation initiated 
by the Ministry of National Education is 
running behind schedule due to the back-
to-back elections we held recently. Some 
foundations are ready to provide similar 
services in this regard. The law that will 
allow for these efforts to go forward must 
be enacted as soon as possible.

part as a result of the ongoing economic 
crisis. At the same time, political discourse 
provoking animosity against migrants 
has a direct effect on our Turkish broth-
ers living in Europe. The fact that those in 
world politics or others who try to influ-
ence world politics are saying, ‘We do not 
want Muslims here. We will prevent Mus-
lims from entering’ is significant because 
it shows their view of humanity and how 
they treat individual human beings.

Russia was invited to Syria, but 
who invited them to Georgia and 
Ukraine?

The steps that Russia has taken both in 
Syria and in Ukraine cause serious prob-
lems in our relations with that country. 
They were apparently invited to Syria, but 
then we must ask the following question: 
“Did you enter Georgia because you were 
invited? Did you enter Ukraine because 
you were invited?” These questions must 
be answered. The unlawful annexation of 
Crimea and the pressure exerted on our 
kin in Crimea have created a new and un-
stable situation to our north. The Russian 
operations in this region that are carried 
out on the pretense of fighting terrorism in 
Syria are in fact aimed at propping up the 
Assad regime and only serve to further ag-
gravate the situation in the region.

Russia is not fighting against Daesh. On the 
contrary, Russia is preparing the ground 
for a boutique-style Syrian state in and 
around Latakia. Russia is also hitting our 
kin, our Turkoman brothers, in that region.

In this context, the plane incident is not 
the reason but an excuse for what Russia 
has inflicted on its relations with our coun-
try. This dangerous action by Russia is a 
huge problem not only for Russia but for 
the region and the world.

Iran wants to expand its 
sectarian sphere of influence 

On the other hand, we see that Iran is try-
ing to use developments in Syria, Iraq and 
Yemen as a means of expanding its sphere 
of influence. By transforming sectarian dif-
ferences into conflict, Iran is trying to light 
a fuse on a new and dangerous process. 
Iran’s intentional escalation of tensions 
with Saudi Arabia and the Gulf countries 
is part of this strategy. There is no doubt 
that we can expand this list of problems. 
However, the important thing is to take a 
firm position in the face of the problems 
and crises that confront us.

Forty-seven people were executed in Saudi 
Arabia. Capital punishment has not been 
abolished in Saudi Arabia, America, China, 
Russia or Iran. In that case, we have to ask 
some questions. One person who is alleged 
to be an Ayatollah and three Shiites were ex-
ecuted along with 43 Sunnis who allegedly 
had connections with Al-Qaeda. This was 
the reason. There are also executions in Iran. 
What about them? Those who are executed 
have families and people who defend them 
as well. How do we put this into context? 
Turkey has no such problem. So they need to 
find answers to these issues by themselves.
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In addition to these efforts, the schools pri-
marily in Africa, the Balkans and the Cau-
casus that appear to be part of the parallel 
state organization, but which, in reality, 
belong to the people must be in our focus. 
If necessary, the Maarif foundation can 
establish new schools or other non-gov-
ernmental organizations may be encour-
aged to make use of the existing potential 
in this area. I am particularly asking our 
government and the Ministry of National 
Education to prioritize this issue. After the 
necessary regulations are in place, I hope 
that this issue will be quickly resolved with 
your efforts and support as ambassadors.

We must maintain the same focus with 
regard to commercial relations. We must 
take back the commercial gains that they 
made in trade with the help of the offices 
of our counsellors for commercial affairs 
and semi-official bodies such as the For-
eign Economic Relations Board (DEİK) 
and the Turkish Union of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges (TOBB). This coun-
try and its people have no resources, assets 
or values to waste. What we need to do is 
retake this potential for our state and na-
tion by rescuing it from the grasp of this 
parallel state organization. I believe that 
our ambassadors will approach the issue 
of trade relations with this sensitivity.

I would like to say once again that the dis-
tinction here is very important. We will 
pursue the parallel state organization with 
all our power and resources, but we will not 
allow the potential which already belongs 

to the people to be wasted. In my opinion, 
ambassadors who are able to achieve both 
of these goals will be our most successful 
ambassadors.

Esteemed Friends,

You are the people who know, see and ex-
perience the global results of the progress 
that Turkey has made in the last 13 years. 
As our international influence grows, the 
nature and magnitude of the problems we 
encounter change. Therefore, it is impera-
tive that our ambassadors are skilled, wise 
and hard working.

What has taken place in the first days of 
2016 suggest that this year will be a busy 
one as well. The challenges that we will 
face in the near future will be just as com-
plex as the ones we left behind and maybe 
even more difficult. It is not easy to deal 
with multiple crises, monitor so many 
developments and, at the same time, take 
constructive steps.

However, I have full confidence in you. I 
have faith in you. I follow with satisfaction 
your dedication and hard work as the for-
eign affairs community. This year, I expect 
you to work with greater dedication, re-
solve and motivation to achieve even more 
efficient and productive results. God will-
ing, we will achieve a lot for Turkey.

It is with these sentiments that I extend 
my respects to all of you once again and 
hope that your conference is a success. All 
the best.

Distinguished Friends, Esteemed Exec-

utives of the Tourism Sector, Ladies and 

Gentlemen: 

I salute you with heartfelt respect. I hope 

the Second World Tourism Forum will 

benefit our country, region and the entire 

tourism sector. 

Today, we are hosting executives and rep-
resentatives from the world’s leading or-
ganizations in the tourism sector here in 
Istanbul, the cradle of civilizations and 
the crossroads of continents. I would like 
to welcome our guests from countries 
around the world to Istanbul and Turkey 
and thank you for honoring the forum 
with your attendance. 

All Countries Must Take A 
Principled Stand Against 

Terrorism

World Tourism Forum | Istanbul | February 6, 2016 
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Now, when you go to Antalya, you can visit 
the botanical fair in addition to the other 
places of interest to see a wide variety of 
plants and trees. 

We successfully organized every 
event we undertook with help 
from tourism professionals

I would like to express how pleased I am 
that we successfully organized every event 
we have undertaken to date, for example 
the G20 Leaders Summit most recently. We 
made sure that all our guests left Turkey 
happy. As tourism professionals, you are 
our greatest assurance and supporter in 
these endeavors. As our courageous entre-
preneurs, you make Turkey proud because 
you love your work and, as we observe in 
this conference, you do it meticulously 
without compromising on quality.

As a leader who traveled most of the 
world, I know the state of the tourism sec-
tor everywhere. I just got back from Chile, 
Peru, Ecuador and Senegal yesterday. I 
saw the tourism sector there. Do you know 
what they are saying? ‘Your tourism is re-
ally advanced. We have a lot to learn from 
you.’ Therefore, we must increase our ef-
forts even further, and we must always col-
laborate. I believe that we can transfer a lot 
of know-how to them. We may even be able 
to make investments there. God willing, I 
believe that, with your efforts, we will hold 
both of these historic summits and the Bo-
tanical Expo in a way that showcases the 
hospitality of our people as well as the 
beauty and experience of Turkey. 

What is the best thing about tourism? It 
helps people communicate with each oth-
er. I believe that communication between 
peoples is the cornerstone of world peace. 
As the president just stated in the words 
of Yunus Emre, “Come, let us get acquaint-
ed.” How will we do this? We will travel, sit 
and talk, eat and take trips together. That is 
how we will get acquainted. 

Dear Friends, 

The World Tourism Forum is taking place 
at a very critical time. As you are well 
aware, the region where Turkey is located 
is witnessing a very painful period where 
events with epic proportions of the kind 
that occur maybe once in a century are 
taking place. Syria, Iraq and Yemen to the 
south, Ukraine to the north and Greece 
to the west are all struggling to overcome 
economic, political and social crises. At the 
same time, we see that social diseases such 
as xenophobia are on the rise in many de-
veloped countries, especially those where 
many of our citizens live. 

Due to its geographical location, historical, 
cultural and human connections, Turkey is 
one of the first countries to feel the effects 
of these crises. The problems occurring in 
these crisis regions undoubtedly impact 
not just Turkey but most of the world, espe-
cially neighboring countries and Europe. 
These crises have resulted in refugee and 
migration problems, bloody attacks by ter-
rorist organizations such as Daesh, a rise 
in racism, Islamophobia and tensions be-
tween different segments in societies. We 

I know that the agenda of the forum, which 
has a high-profile attendance, addresses 
global issues and explores new areas of 
cooperation in the tourism sector. I would 
like to thank the Association of Young 
Tourism Leaders for organizing this im-
portant gathering as well as all ministries, 
municipalities, public bodies and institu-
tions contributing to the program. 

I wish the Association of Young Tourism 
Leaders, which was established in 2008 by 
young entrepreneurs to add their unique 
dynamism to the tourism sector, every suc-
cess in their work. 

I believe that the discussions that will take 
place over the next two days and the views 
about the current situation and the future 
of the tourism sector will make significant 
contributions to broadening the horizons 
of Turkish tourism and the promotion of 
our country. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to draw your attention to a source 
of great pride for our country: Istanbul has 
become a popular global destination for 
international events such as internation-
al congresses, fairs, summits and sympo-
siums. As a result of our efforts, Istanbul 
is now able to compete with destinations 
such as Barcelona, Vienna, Washington, 
Paris, London and Rome in terms of cul-
ture and conference tourism. 

God willing, Istanbul will be hosting two, 
actually three, historic summits that will 
further reinforce this status in 2016. In 
this context, we will be hosting world lead-
ers here. First, we will host the 13th Lead-

ers Summit of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation on April 14-16 and then the 
first-ever World Humanitarian Summit on 
May 25-26 in Istanbul. We will also host 
the World Energy Congress in October. 

As you know, Istanbul is not the only Turk-
ish city where international meetings that 
meet the highest standards can be held. 
We are extending these facilities to other 
cities. Antalya used to be mainly a tourist 
attraction for its sun, sand and sea, but we 
changed this. Things have changed in the 
last 12-13 years. As you know, Antalya has 
proven itself in this regard with the G20 
Leaders Summit which was held on No-
vember 15-16, 2015. Prior to the Antalya 
Summit, there were approximately 60 
preparatory meetings, and our country or-
ganized the logistics and content for these 
meetings. Fifteen thousand delegates at-
tended these organizations held before the 
G20. The Antalya Leaders Summit was at-
tended by 10,000 people. One of the most 
important meetings before the summit 
was the G20 Tourism Ministers Meeting 
held in the same city on September 29-30. 

Hopefully, Antalya will add to its accom-
plishments with Expo 2016, which will 
open 77 days from now on April 23. Anoth-
er characteristic of the Expo 2016 is that it 
is not temporary. It is a botanical fair that 
will include gardens from every country in 
the world. Expo 2016 is a very important 
fair for our country. I visited and toured it 
two weeks ago to inspect preparations ons-
ite. Thanks to this fair, we will have a trade-
show area of 1.15 million square meters. 
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intention of leading our Kurdish brothers. 
On the contrary, they will only bring trou-
ble to our Kurdish brothers.

The grassroots of the organization do not 
make up even 10% of the Kurdish popula-
tion living in the region. Our Syrian Kurd-
ish brothers who think differently from 
this organization are paying the price with 
violence, oppression and relocation. 

When my relations with Assad were 
good, they would not even give our Kurd-
ish brothers living there a passport or an 
ID card. I told Assad then, “Kurds live in 
this country. Are they not your citizens 
too? Give them ID cards and passports.” I 
talked about it so much that they were on 
the verge of being given citizenship. Then, 
these events began spiraling out of control. 
But my Kurdish brothers who live in Koba-
ni are still unaware of these facts.

Our stance against the PYD is a reflection of 
the sentiments of the Kurdish population 
in that region. We always fought against all 
terrorist groups with determination and 
without making any distinction between 
them irrespective of their ideology or iden-
tity because we know that the fire of terror-
ism will not be confined to any border and 
that it will spill over to threaten the whole 
world. 

No country can be safe when violence is 
so widespread and terrorist groups have 
so many sympathizers and supporters. No 
one can sleep peacefully in their bed while 
hundreds of innocent people are killed 

every day, others starve and children eat 
leaves or even the bark of trees in a strug-
gle to survive. 

We must not forget that our security de-
pends on the security of Syria, Iraq, North 
Africa, Afghanistan, the Balkans, the Cau-
casus and the Black Sea. At this point, all 
countries must adopt a conscientious, 
principled, consistent and clear policy 
against terrorism. 

We broke tourism records  
in the last 13 years

Esteemed Guests, 

In spite of the ring of fire around Turkey 
and the crises around the world, Turkey 
continues to move forward with confi-
dence and stability. In the last 13 years, our 
country broke many records in tourism as 
well as in every other area. The “smokeless 
industry” was only a buzzword in the past, 
but it became a reality for the first time 
during our administration. Today, tourism 
is one of Turkey’s leading sectors. 

Do you know how many foreign tourists 
visited Turkey in 2002? 13 million. At the 
end of 2015, that number rose to 36 mil-
lion 244 thousand. Revenue from tourism 
in 2002 was 8.5 billion dollars, but we in-
creased it to 34.3 billion in 2014. In 2015, 
we had 31.4 billion dollars in tourism rev-
enue. We sustained this success in 2012, 
2013, and 2014 in spite of the regional cri-
ses and various security threats. 

must all come to terms with these issues 
because it is not just opportunities but also 
problems that are becoming more global. 
Today, distance has no meaning due to 
new communication and transportation 
technologies, and it no longer provides in-
sulation against crises. Some of the recent 
painful experiences clearly demonstrate 
this fact. 

Turkey patiently and firmly dealt with the 
refugee crisis for five years, but look at 
what happened when it reached Europe. 
What did they do? They panicked, and 
the panic spread like a fire. Daesh, which 
turned Syria and Iraq into a bloodbath, ex-
tended its inhumane attacks from Tunisia 
and Egypt to Paris, the United States and 
many countries around the world. 

Unfortunately, some Western countries 
make the mistake of determining their po-
sition against terrorist organizations based 
on the group’s ideology and narrative. We 
have seen and experienced this ambivalent 
attitude in our decades-long struggle with 
various terrorist organizations. We have 
been fighting the PKK for 35 years, but 
we never gave up or gave in; we patiently 
waged this war internally and we contin-
ue to do so. The leaders of these terrorist 
groups, murderers with innocent blood 
on their hands and criminals wanted on 
red notices, have walked freely in Western 
countries for years in various guises. Cer-
tain countries in Europe have been hiding 
the killer of one of our leading business-
men for years. 

Terrorists are firing weapons 
they got from the West at us

Turkey’s just demands were unfortunately 
ignored. Today, we see the same attitude 
regarding the terrorist organizations in 
Syria and Iraq. The PYD’s association with 
Kandil, the ethnic cleansing by the YPG, 
terrorist attacks they engage in and their 
cooperation with the regime are complete-
ly disregarded, and such organizations are 
protected and supported. What weapons 
do we find in the hands of these terrorists? 
Western weapons. Terrorists get weap-
ons from those who say they are fighting 
against terrorist organizations. The weap-
ons seized in the most recent operations 
conducted in our country were manufac-
tured in the West.

An attempt is being made to depict this ter-
rorist organization as a respected partner 
against Daesh, despite its oppressive, fas-
cist and racist practices in the areas under 
its control. When we told our friends from 
the West, ‘Do not give them these weapons. 
This is a terrorist group’, they refused to lis-
ten and now they see the result. Have they 
managed to improve the situation? No. The 
situation is still the same. 

There is something I would like to empha-
size here again. I am comfortable doing so 
because I told them already. The real target 
of the PYD, YPG terrorist group is anyone 
who does not think like they do and will 
not submit to them. They target the locals 
and, in particular, our Kurdish brothers 
who live there, not Daesh. They have no 
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to strengthen our democracy and civilian 
control of politics. 

We extended the green movement. Do you 
know how many saplings and trees have 
been planted throughout Turkey? It is now 
3 billion. Trees are the most important 
symbol of civilization. Most importantly, 
this success is the result of our people’s 
self-confidence and Turkey’s rising reputa-
tion in the international arena. 

As Turkey escaped the shackles around its 
ankles, it took initiatives in every area and 
rewrote history by changing its ill-fortune. 
The Turkish tourism sector was the biggest 
winner of this leap, a fact borne out by the 
numbers. It is also the most powerful sym-
bol of our success. 

In this period unlike the past, it was not just 
certain elites or capital groups who bene-
fited from these activities but SMEs, young 
entrepreneurs, small shops and interna-
tional investors; in other words, everyone. 
All 81 provinces and all 79 million citizens 
came out a winner in this process. God will-
ing, we will continue to grow and strength-
en our country in the same way and share 
the benefits of our achievements.

Our tourism potential suggests 
much greater gains than current 
figures 

As is the case in every other field, I do not 
consider our progress in tourism to be suf-
ficient. That is why we will continue to take 
further steps. Turkey’s tourism potential 
can result in much greater gains than cur-

rent numbers. Let me be very clear. Our po-
tential is not confined to Istanbul, Antalya, 
Ankara and Izmir; we have a lot of poten-
tial with numerous historic sites and nat-
ural beauty around the country. We must 
utilize this potential. 

There are requests received by the Invest-
ment Promotion Agency for Istanbul. 
What do they say? ‘Give us a place to build 
a hotel.’ Who is saying this? International 
capital. We cannot give international capi-
tal a place to build a hotel because Istanbul 
already has the potential to be a confer-
ence destination. Istanbul did not have a 
conference hall that could seat 3,000 peo-
ple 10-15 years ago. But now, praise Allah, 
Istanbul has all of these facilities.

I must also emphasize that we must bring 
the beauty of Van, Bitlis, Amasya, Çorum, 
Diyarbakır and Ağrı to the world’s atten-
tion as well. Why should Cizre, Silopi and 
Sur be mentioned with the barricades, 
holes and streets turned into rubble by the 
terrorist organization? Why should Diyar-
bakır, the city of science, scholarship and 
the companions of the Prophet be in the 
spotlight for its burned-out mosques, col-
lapsed schools and the treacherous attacks 
on its spiritual heritage? Why shouldn’t 
our cities in that region be destinations like 
Antalya, Muğla or Izmir, welcoming visi-
tors from around the world who arrive to 
enjoy their beautiful sights? Hakkari could 
be transformed into a very different city 
just for its mountains, flora, streams and 
kilims. The biggest obstacle is terrorism 
and the terrorist organization with blood 
on its hands. We have to ask why investors 
are not going to those provinces. Why are 
investors not going to that region? Besides 

Turkey’s rich tourist appeal is not just the 
Mediterranean and Aegean beaches or Is-
tanbul. All of Anatolia is like an open-air 
museum. That is how rich our heritage 
is. Every stone in our 81 provinces, every 
hidden artifact in our villages and towns 
bears witness to the ancient history of 
humanity in this area where civilizations 
met. Today, we also promote health tour-
ism. This was not the case in the past, but 
it is coming now. We have culture tourism 
and faith tourism. There is a significant in-
crease in golf tourism and nature sports. 
In addition, we also have education tour-
ism. We have the potential to attract peo-
ple from around the world in many differ-
ent areas.

I believe that the trajectory of our coun-
try’s success in recent years should be 
analyzed carefully. During my visit abroad 
this week, I noticed that our friends there 
were closely following Turkey’s success 
and wanted to come here and speak with 
you themselves. Our accomplishments 
in tourism did not happen on their own. 
A silent revolution and achievements in 
many areas are behind this success. 

This success was driven by the tens of 
thousands of kilometers of divided high-
way, the high-speed railways, the 55 air-
ports scattered throughout the country 
and Turkish Airlines which is now a glob-
al brand. When we took office, there were 
26 airports. Today, there are 55 airports. 
Look how far we’ve come. 

We achieved success in tour-
ism despite crisis scenarios and 
doom-mongers 

There were two themes that I always fo-
cused on as prime minister. In fact, I fo-
cused on them when I was mayor of Istan-
bul too: roads and water are the essence of 
civilization. If you do not have roads, you 
cannot claim to be civilized. What makes 
you civilized? If you have roads, you are 
civilized. 

Secondly, you cannot be civilized when you 
do not have water. Can we be civilized if we 
are dirty and unkempt? Well, we were the 
ones who provided water to Istanbul when 
it ran out of water. Istanbul will not have 
a water shortage until 2040. Right now, 
there is no water shortage in Istanbul. That 
is over. Now, we have expanded this across 
Turkey. The construction and renovations 
to ensure consistent water supply in Tur-
key are currently underway because this is 
what it takes to be civilized. 

Can you say that a country is civilized if the 
air is polluted? No, you cannot. We have 
largely taken care of air pollution through-
out Turkey. Remember the days when 
people walked around Istanbul wearing 
masks. Those days are gone. Some of you 
know it because you lived it. 

Yes, we achieved success in tourism as a 
result of our growing economy despite 
the crisis scenarios and doom-mongers. In 
spite of provocations like attempted coups, 
the treason of the parallel state gangs and 
the Gezi protests, we have made it this far 
because we had the willpower necessary 
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the fact that their lives would in danger, 
they are worried that their investment will 
be burned or turned into rubble. 

Seven months ago, people were going from 
Istanbul to Van for breakfast. A shopkeeper 
in Sur was hosting visitors and customers 
from every city in our country just a year 
ago. Cizre was a sparkling city until very re-
cently. 

Once these operations are completed, new 
towns will, God willing, be quickly con-
structed with the plans and projects that 
will be drawn up. Our citizens who have fled 
those areas will come and live in the newly 
constructed areas.

Our Kurdish brothers scuttled the oppres-
sive, uniform, fascist mentality that the ter-
rorist organization is trying to instill in the 
region. When the terrorist organization is 
no longer a threat, the cities in the region 
will come roaring back. We know very well 
that Turkey will benefit materially and im-
materially from greater stability, security, 
peace and brotherhood as never before. 
Others know this as well and put so many 
obstacles in our path. We will succeed in 
spite of them. Rest assured, we will achieve 
our 2023 goals in spite of them. 

Dear Brothers, 

Organizations like the PKK, PYD, YPG and 
Daesh know full well that they can never 
accomplish anything with their bloody at-
tacks. The Turkish army, Turkish police and 
our village guards are fighting against them 
shoulder to shoulder. 

These organizations aim to spread fear and 
hostility by inciting violence and terrorizing 

people. They aim to scare off investors and 
condemn the people of the region to hun-
ger, unemployment and poverty to serve 
the organization’s own dark ends. While 
this truth is self-evident, our media shows 
more empathy and sensitivity to the attack 
in Paris than it does to terrorist attacks in 
our own country. Merchants suffer, tourism 
suffers, people working in the tourism sec-
tor suffer and they do not care one bit. They 
are trying to pass off the support they give 
to the terrorists in their articles, headlines 
and narrative as “opposition”. Everything 
we have done to date was done in spite of 
these mankurts, unthinking slaves, who 
act like the 5th column. We will never al-
low these terrorist organizations and their 
supporters who do their bidding to stop us 
from reaching our goals and maximizing 
our country’s potential.

We believe that if one door closes, by Allah’s 
will, another will open. We will develop 
Turkish tourism by joining hands, working 
together to broaden our horizons and en-
gaging in new areas of business.

Dear Brothers and Friends, 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
reiterate my wish for the Second World 
Tourism Forum to benefit our country, re-
gion and the entire tourism sector.

I congratulate everyone who worked to 
organize this event which aims to become 
more than the Davos of tourism, the center 
of the world tourism sector. I thank all our 
guests who travelled from abroad to enrich 
this important meeting with their ideas, 
proposals, criticisms and contributions. 
All the best. 

Distinguished Businessmen from the 
four corners of the world, Esteemed 
Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I salute you with heartfelt respect and 
affection. Welcome to Turkey, your 
homeland, and to Istanbul, the apple of 
our eye.

I pray to Allah that the World Turkish 
Entrepreneurs Assembly is a success and a 
blessing for you, our country and our people.

I would like to congratulate the Chairman 
of the Foreign Economic Relations Board 
(DEİK) and the Chairman of the World 
Turkish Business Council for organizing 
this wonderful gathering.

Consul Generals Come To Court. 
Who are you? What Business Do 

You Have There?

World Turkish Entrepreneurs Assembly | Istanbul | March 26, 2016
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brothers and sisters who fled the crises in 
Syria and Iraq to take refuge with us. How-
ever, there are probably hundreds of thou-
sands of people who come to our country 
for business, to work or to build a better fu-
ture for themselves. Millions of our people 
live in Europe or other places around the 
world for the same purpose. Some of our 
people who live abroad are running busi-
nesses now. Furthermore, there has been a 
significant increase in the number of Turk-
ish entrepreneurs who moved abroad to 
start a business, make investments and en-
gage in commercial enterprises, especially 
in the last 13 years. 

Our businessmen who are 
pursuing profit around the 
world are ‘Modern-day Alperens” 

We are delighted to meet, in the countries 
that we visit, big Turkish companies as 
well as our brothers and sisters working 
as successful artisans, shopkeepers or pro-
fessionals. Recently, Turkish Cooperation 
and Coordination Agency (TİKA) used the 
term “Modern-day Alperens” to describe 
its employees. I believe that you deserve 
the same distinction. Yes, every single busi-
nessman and professional pursuing busi-
ness, profit and making a living around 
the globe is a modern-day Alperen because 
you and your businesses represent Tur-
key, its history, culture and values as well 
as our great people. Never forget that each 
of you, with your manners, lifestyle and 
ways of doing business, is an ambassador 
or a representative for our country and our 

people wherever you are. I believe that you 
represent our country and our people well 
and I thank each of you on behalf of myself 
and my people.

Dear Brothers,

A moment ago, we used the term diaspora 
to describe our citizens and people from 
our country living abroad. To be honest, 
this expression seems to me cold and de-
ficient. I do not really like it because this 
word is derived from the word “separate”. 
Separate... In other words, to separate or 
break off from one’s country and people. 
However, we are a people who remember 
our roots, history, past and values, and 
live accordingly no matter where we go or 
where we live. It has been 1,000 years since 
our ancestors came from Central Asia and, 
according to the concept of diaspora, “sep-
arated” from their country of origin. How-
ever, we still consider those regions as our 
homeland and return at every opportunity 
to embrace our brothers. Even though we 
do not live next to each other and have 
been separated for a long time, we will con-
tinue to maintain our ties of affection over 
a huge geographical area with our brothers 
with whom we share common values. For 
us; profit, career and status mean some-
thing only if they reflect our values.

I believe that each of our citizens living in 
167 countries of the world, and in large 
numbers in 19 countries, all have the same 
view of this issue. Our history is not marred 
by colonialism; as a nation, we cannot tol-
erate such a mentality. We are really sad 

I attended the World Turkish Entrepre-
neurs Assembly in 2011 as Prime Minister. 
I attend this Assembly a second time today 
as President. The first assembly was attend-
ed by businessmen from 72 countries. In 
the second assembly, this figure increased 
to 90. Today, there are businessmen here 
from 95 countries. 

As the DEİK Chairman just said, with its 
diaspora of 6 million, Turkey ranks 10th 
in the world in terms of the number of 
citizens living abroad. We established our 
131st Business Council with Guinea af-
ter signing an agreement during our visit 
there a few weeks ago. Our businessmen 
are spreading across the world both from 
Turkey and other countries to create tre-
mendous power and great potential. It 
used to be that such statements and as-
sessments were frowned upon and glossed 
over. However, there is nothing at all wrong 
with spreading out across the globe. If peo-
ple had never moved around and always 
lived in the same place, there would be no 
civilization. Our holy book the Qur’an says 
that people were created from a man and a 
woman and were separated into races and 
tribes so that they could get to know one 
another better. That means we have the 
right to go anywhere in the world and live 
anywhere we want as long as we do not for-
get our principal goal as human beings. 

In recent years, significant development 
has been made in genetic research show-
ing that the origins of people living today 
in different continents and countries are 

actually quite diverse. A person living 
in Europe may have roots in Asia or the 
Caucasus while a person living in Ameri-
ca may have roots in Africa or the Middle 
East. We do not even have to go that far 
since we have the same thing in our own 
country, right here in Anatolia. What does 
the poet say? 

“This country shaped like the head of a 
mare

Coming full gallop from far off Asia

To stretch into the Mediterranean

This country is ours.” 

These lands have been the cradle of many 
civilizations for thousands of years. That 
is why there is some heritage from each of 
them. The events that took place particu-
larly in the last 200 years made Anatolia a 
place of refuge, a homeland for people hail-
ing from all over the Ottoman Empire and 
the Turkic world. In every era, economic 
and commercial reasons as well as the de-
sire for a better life and living compel peo-
ple to travel around the world. There is a 
fervent desire to go to more productive, fer-
tile and prosperous places. Today, millions 
of people with these aims, both from our 
country and other societies, are spreading 
across the world.

We host more than 3 million people who 
are not citizens of our country. A signifi-
cant number of them are, of course, our 
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to encounter societies in various regions 
around the world who are not uncomforta-
ble with such exploitation and welcome it. 
What’s more, these are societies that have 
a history of very wealthy and enlightened 
civilizations in their past. If they had been 
able to maintain their freedom and use 
their resources for themselves, they would 
have been more advanced today. There-
fore, we will not compromise our national 
and spiritual values or our identity no mat-
ter where we live, what we do or what edu-
cation we receive. Even if you are the only 
one from Turkey in that country or one of 
hundreds, thousands or even millions, as 
is the case in Germany, I know that you will 
never forget the honor and responsibility 
of being a son of this people and nation. To 
use the words of the DEİK Chairman, I be-
lieve that each of you will act as a flower of 
courage.

352 billion lira was invested in 
our country in 2014 

Dear Brothers,

I can imagine how difficult it is for you to 
do business abroad, keep it going, be suc-
cessful and gain acceptance. Let there be 
no doubt that Turkey and Turkey’s repu-
tation and accomplishments in the inter-
national arena are your greatest source of 
support in this regard. The last 13 years is a 
success story in this respect. The Esteemed 
Minister just touched on this and I think 
it bears repeating. Turkey grew at an aver-
age annual rate of 4.8 percent from 2003 to 

2014, breaking every record in the history 
of the Republic. Last year, we managed to 
grow 4 percent in the first three quarters in 
spite of the terrorist attacks and two elec-
tions. Our annual growth rate is predicted 
to stay around that level for the year. Tur-
key is the second fastest growing economy 
among OECD countries. In 2002, 77 billion 
liras were invested in our country, but this 
rose to 352 billion in 2014. The amount 
of foreign direct investment that came to 
Turkey in the last 13 years is 165 billion 
dollars. Just last year, 16.5 billion dollars 
of foreign investment came to Turkey. At 
one point, the numbers were as high as 
22 billion dollars annually. Per capita in-
come in Turkey rose from 3,500 dollars to 
10,500 dollars in the same period. In Feb-
ruary of 2015, 5,400 new companies were 
founded in Turkey and 1,000 ceased their 
operations. Do you know how many com-
panies were established in the same month 
this year? 6,300. The number of companies 
that ceased operations was 780.

There may be some who may try to distort 
what is happening, but we will mind our 
own business and continue down this path 
with determination. Last year, we broke a 
record in automobile sales with 726,000 
vehicles sold. We have similar sales figures 
this year as well. The rising trend in the 
sale of consumer durables such as refriger-
ators and washing machines is maintained. 
Aren’t these indications of the level of pros-
perity? Our exports suffered a setback due 
to a combination of some negative devel-
opments. There are strong indicators that 
the worst is behind us in this area and that 
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Well, that is the kind of people they are. 
Their studies did not do much good.

In the same way, how can we explain the 
sudden shift in the developments regard-
ing Syria only with the dynamics of the re-
gion? One has to be blind not to see through 
the pretense played out over Daesh to dis-
guise the underlying objectives and inten-
tions. Obviously, those who embrace and 
protect the separatist terrorist group do 
not care about the pathetic terrorists they 
embrace. Turkey waits to become a mem-
ber of the European Union since 1959, but 
we understand very well that criteria have 
nothing to do with membership to the Eu-
ropean Union, especially if we consider the 
members of the EU in the last 10 years.

A well-known reporter was on trial yester-
day and it is very important to note who 
came to the trial. Consul Generals serving 
in Istanbul came to the courtroom. Who 
are you? What business do you have there? 
I mean, diplomacy has its own etiquette. 
This is not their country. This is Turkey. 
They can operate in their consulate build-
ing or on consulate grounds. Anything else 
is subject to permission. But, these people 
are crossing a line if they think they can 
put on a show of force in this country.

Esteemed Friends,

These developments are important in 
terms of demonstrating the type of intrigue 
we are dealing with. We see what side these 
people who constantly talk about democ-
racy, human rights, freedom and elections 

take when they are faced with a choice be-
tween coup leaders and those who come to 
power with the support of the people. We 
also witness how a people demanding their 
freedom against a tyrant who killed half-a-
million innocent people were abandoned 
to their fate and, what’s worse, how they 
are bombed. On the refugee issue that is so 
critical for Turkey, Europe did not hesitate 
to turn its back on all of the values that it 
defends for the sake of its own security and 
prosperity.

We will embrace and pass down 
our history, culture and values

It is impossible not to deplore those who 
try to keep the fire at a distance outside 
their borders instead of opposing all ter-
rorist organizations by taking a principled 
stance. There is a moral lesson in all this.

Against this background, we will stay true 
to ourselves. We will embrace and pass 
down our history, culture and values both 
as a country and as individuals. If we do not 
do so, we will disappear like so many socie-
ties and civilizations in the past. I always say 
that Anatolia is the cradle of civilizations 
and peoples. But at the same time, Anatolia 
is a graveyard of civilizations and peoples. 
The region we call home is truly beautiful, 
alluring, fertile and very valuable. But these 
same characteristics also make it vulnera-
ble to threats, dangers and attacks. In order 
to live in this beautiful but challenging re-
gion and make progress towards our goals, 
we must keep our national unity and soli-

exports will start to grow again. In tour-
ism, we are also going through a difficult 
period due to ongoing events. There will be 
new markets in this area as well and, God 
willing, we will quickly recoup our losses.

Due to falling oil prices and declining im-
ports, we made positive progress regarding 
the current account deficit which was con-
sidered the biggest problem in the economy 
in recent years. Inflation continues to re-
main under 10%. Even though employment 
rose by approximately 700,000 last year, 
there is still an increase in the overall unem-
ployment rate because of the high number 
of people entering the workforce. General 
data about unemployment actually indicate 
that there is positive progress. Our budget 
performance is better than 23 European 
Union countries. We hope that in 2016 Tur-
key will quickly complete its preparations 
for economic recovery to achieve a strong 
new growth trend. Let it be understood that 
terrorism, regional problems or the powers 
who would like to hinder our country’s pro-
gress will not be able to stop us from reach-
ing our 2023 goals.

On the other hand, we must do our part 
by shifting to high technology produc-
tion, increasing financing opportunities 
for foreign trade, finding new markets and 
becoming more competitive. We always 
supported our entrepreneurs and busi-
nessmen in these efforts and will continue 
to do so.

Turkey will resolutely march 
towards its 2023 goals

Dear Brothers,

We know very well that one of the reasons 
for the challenges we face today is Turkey’s 
resolute march towards its 2023 goals and 
the concerns that this raises. As you know, 
we encountered tons of problems that 
arose unreasonably, illogically and against 
the normal course of events as soon as we 
said “New Turkey” and “Strong Turkey”.

For the love of God, I ask you, is there any 
logical explanation for the uprising ini-
tiated by the terrorist organization in the 
towns on Turkey’s southern border? Is it 
possible to view these acts, which first and 
foremost cause difficulty and harm to our 
people living in the area, part of the normal 
course of life? We are building roads and 
they come and threaten contractors in the 
area. We are building an airport and they 
carry out a mortar attack there. Who are 
we doing these things for? For our Kurdish 
brothers living there. How can these ter-
rorists be so unscrupulous? They are crea-
tures who do not know what it means to be 
human. Is it possible that these so-called 
academicians who praise these terrorists 
learned anything from science? What does 
the poet say? 
“Wisdom means knowing 
Wisdom is knowing oneself 
If you do not know yourself 
It doesn’t matter how much you’ve 
studied” 
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darity strong. That is why I always say, ‘One 
nation, one flag, one homeland and one 
state.” This is not a slogan; these are the four 
cornerstones of our existence. 

Dear Brothers,

We have to realize that there are two im-
portant types of title deeds: lands and 
plots. If land has been zoned, it becomes a 
plot. Otherwise, it is just a field, undevel-
oped land. In the same way, soil is just dirt, 
but if this soil is soaked with the blood of 
martyrs, it becomes our homeland. That is 
the difference. This is how land becomes 
homeland.

There cannot be a state within a state, a 
parallel state, or a state of any other kind. 
There is no such state in this country. There 
is a single state. That is the State of the Re-
public of Turkey.

We will march ahead with those who ac-
cept this truth. May Allah be with you as 
you win recognition for your success with 

your hard work, the sweat of your brow, 
your experience and your skill around the 
world.

May Allah grant our country which has 
become a common target for all terrorist 
groups the strength, might and determina-
tion to overcome these problems.

I pray that Allah will have mercy on our 
martyrs and heal our veterans. Remember 
the beautiful saying of Ziya Pasha. “Faith-
fulness is what makes a man and God will 
help the righteous even in trouble.” Yes, we 
will not forsake loyalty to our values, our 
country and people because we know that 
the grace of Allah is with us no matter what 
we encounter.

I would like to once again express my hope 
that the World Turkish Entrepreneurs As-
sembly brings good tidings to you all. I ex-
tend my greetings, respects and wishes for 
success to all our esteemed entrepreneurs 
from around the world. I salute you all 
with respect and affection.

Distinguished Heads of State and Govern-

ment, Honorable Secretary General, Es-

teemed Heads of Delegation, Dear Guests 

and Brothers, 

I salute you with heartfelt affection and re-

spect. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh.

Welcome to Turkey and Istanbul. I would 
like to say that I am delighted to be hosting 
you as guests in our country on the occa-
sion of the 13th Islamic Summit of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation.

As Islamic Countries, We Must 
Find Our Own Solution To 

Terrorism 

Opening of the 13th Islamic Summit of the Organization of  
Islamic Cooperation | Istanbul | April 14, 2016 
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Dear Brothers,

The problems of terrorism and violence are 
the biggest issues for the Islamic world to-
day. We remember all too well how Afghan-
istan was destroyed because of Al-Qaeda 
and how hundreds of thousands of Mus-
lims were killed and millions suffered. To-
day, Daesh which controls certain parts of 
Iraq and Syria while trying to establish its 
operations in Libya is serving the same ugly 
purpose. We have the same view of groups 
like Boko Haram and Al-Shabab which car-
ry out terrorist attacks in various parts of 
Africa. Barring a few exceptions which are 
aimed at showing off, all of the damage and 
suffering that result from the attacks of the 
terrorist organizations affect Muslims.

We do not endorse any attack on innocent 
people anywhere in the world. We charac-
terize those who resort to such attacks as 
terrorists and members of terrorist organi-
zations regardless of their religion, ethnic-
ity or narrative.

There are various terrorist groups in our 
country such as the PKK and DHKP-C. 
The PKK also operates in Iraq. It operates 
in Syria as the PYD while many terrorist 
groups operate in various countries, espe-
cially in Europe, using different names. All 
of them are a common enemy of Muslims 
and mankind. Unfortunately, we see that 
some countries, especially Western states, 
have an ambivalent attitude with regard to 
terrorist organizations.

I noticed this recently at the Nuclear Secu-
rity Summit Meeting. The speakers were 
referring to the terrorist attacks in Paris 

and Brussels, but they never mentioned 
the terrorist attacks in Ankara, Istanbul or 
Lahore whereas hundreds of people died 
in the attacks in Ankara, Istanbul and La-
hore. We regret to observe this ambivalent 
attitude.

All terrorist groups should be opposed 
with the same determination. These coun-
tries that pay no heed to our friendly warn-
ings about terrorism will experience it 
themselves. This is already taking place. I 
would like to once again call on the inter-
national community to revisit its approach 
to terrorist organizations.

A system based on injustice 
cannot contribute to global 
justice 

In addition to ground operations against 
terrorism, we must also make sure that 
we suppress their financial and human 
resources as part of our efforts to fight ter-
rorism. International cooperation is criti-
cal in this regard. Creating a structure that 
will strengthen and formalize cooperation 
against terrorism and other crimes among 
the member countries of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation will be a timely 
move. Turkey’s proposal to establish the ‘Po-
lice Cooperation and Coordination Center 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation’ 
headquartered in Istanbul has been ac-
cepted. I thank you for your support in this 
matter. In the same way, we must support 
and transform the Islamic Military Alliance 
to Fight Terrorism established under the 
leadership of Saudi Arabia into an effective 
structure.

At the beginning of my remarks, I would 
like to thank Egypt, the President of the 
12th Islamic Summit, for their efforts and 
activities. I would also like to take this oc-
casion to express my thanks to Indonesia 
which hosted the 5th Extraordinary Sum-
mit of the Organization of Islamic Cooper-
ation on ‘Palestine and Jerusalem’ which 
took place on March 6-7, 2016. 

I pray to Allah that this summit shall con-
tribute to the peace, security and prosperi-
ty of all Muslims and mankind around the 
world and to a bright future. These prayers 
and wishes are especially important in 
these challenging times. We must work 
swiftly to reach a common understanding 
on the themes of this summit – justice and 
peace – and agree on concrete steps because 
the cries of sufferers and the oppressed 
grow louder while heartbreaking images of 
the victims are streaming in from around 
the world. Unfortunately, the overwhelm-
ing majority of these calls for help and the 
images are those of Muslims. I believe that 
the Muslim world looks to Istanbul, to this 
summit, and awaits good news.

Dear Brothers,

As Muslims, the main problem that we 
must overcome is seditious sectarianism 
and racism. As I always say, my religion 
is not Sunni or Shiite but Islam. Just like 
my 1.7 billion brothers, I am only a Mus-
lim. All other differences are subordinate 
to my faith. If, as Muslims, we do not heed 
the words of the Prophet in his farewell ad-
dress where he said, “A Muslim is a Mus-
lim’s brother. The blood or property of a 

brother is forbidden to a Muslim.”, believe 
me when I say that the suffering we ob-
serve now will never go away.

Terrorist organizations who are attacking 
the innocent, taking their lives and looting 
their property every day, supposedly in the 
name of Islam, cannot represent our holy 
religion because our religion is a religion 
of peace. Our Prophet is an ambassador of 
peace. Allah commands justice, goodness, 
righteousness and charity, and forbids evil, 
injustice and wickedness. Those who clear-
ly violate these commands cannot act in 
the name of Islam or be beneficial to Mus-
lims.

The more we oppose each other as Mus-
lims and Muslim countries, the more trou-
ble will befall those innocents who place 
their hopes in us. It does not behoove us 
to commit such folly. Therefore, we must 
support unity, not divisiveness. We must 
strengthen alliances not discord, love and 
not hostility.

We must multiply our friends 
and reduce the number of our 
enemies

It is only Muslims and the Muslim coun-
tries who suffer from the conflicts, struggles 
and hostilities taking place. We must multi-
ply our friends and reduce the number of 
our enemies. We must remember that we 
are Muslim only to the extent of our com-
mitment to our brotherhood. I pray to Allah 
that today’s summit will be a turning point, 
a milestone on the road to unity, solidarity 
and brotherhood for all Muslims.
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a more effective role in all areas including 
education and business while strengthen-
ing their role as a pillar of the family.

In this regard, we are proposing that a 
‘Women’s Conference’ be held in Istanbul 
on a regular basis as part of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation because Mus-
lims should have a council, an organization 
where their women can voice their con-
cerns. Are we to discuss women’s issues? 
Let us let the ladies discuss those issues. 
Muslim women should be able to voice 
their problems on every platform includ-
ing the United Nations. 

The Red Crescent assumes important tasks 
in resolving the humanitarian crises faced 
by Muslims and all people. We should en-
sure that similar charitable organizations 
throughout the Muslim world engage in 
effective and comprehensive coordination. 
A joint Red Crescent organization should 
be created among Muslim countries to ad-
dress disasters.

In the same way, we must support victims 
more actively by expanding the capacity 
of the Islamic Solidarity Fund for Devel-
opment. To do this, we must diversify the 
mechanisms of cooperation between us. 
For example, we should create our own ar-
bitration system because arbitration plays 
a very important role in the operation of 
the global economy. Why do we try to settle 
our own disputes in arbitration systems in 
the outside world? Let us resolve them with 
an arbitration system that we create among 
ourselves. In this context, we are proposing 
the establishment of an International Arbi-
tration Center in Istanbul. It could be in an-

other province too, but we propose Istanbul.

We must use the Islamic Development Bank 
more actively in supporting these efforts. To-
day, development is not only about material 
improvements; it is one of the most powerful 
elements ensuring the loyalty of the people 
to their state and society by reinforcing the 
ties between them.

God willing, we will adopt the Action Pro-
gram which has been negotiated in the last 
year and which outlines the development 
goals in various areas for the next 10 years 
for the member states of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation. The completion of the 
work on the 2025 Action Program for the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation is im-
portant. However, its successful implemen-
tation is even more important.

As Chairman of COMCEC, I will personal-
ly follow up on the tasks related to the im-
plementation of the 2025 COMCEC Action 
Program. We would like to ensure that COM-
CEC activities are carried out in accordance 
with the new COMCEC strategy and statutes 
adopted in 2012.

An independent Palestine with 
East Jerusalem as its capital 
must be established

Dear Brothers,

As you know, the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation was created after the attack on 
the Masjid Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem 
in 1969. It was decided that this platform 
would carry out its work based in Jeddah 

Instead of waiting for other powers to inter-
vene with regard to terrorist attacks and cri-
ses occurring in Islamic countries, we must 
develop our own solutions through the Is-
lamic Military Alliance to Fight Terrorism. 
Why do we, as Muslims, expect assistance 
from others when such terrorist attacks or 
disputes between ourselves take place? We 
should resolve these problems ourselves. 
They intervene for oil, not to ensure peace 
between us. That is why we must be vigilant 
in this regard. I would like to state in par-
ticular that this initiative is not against any 
country but against terrorism, a problem 
common to all countries. If this initiative 
achieves the effectiveness and capacity we 
desire, I believe that it will initiate a new era 
for the Muslim world.

Dear Friends,

Today, Muslims in many parts of the world 
feel like they are subjected to injustice and 
double standards. Muslims who are per-
secuted, oppressed and treated unfairly in 
their own countries are looking for ways to 
go to the West. However, there is a danger-
ous increase in hate crimes such as Islamo-
phobia and xenophobia targeting Islam and 
Muslims in Western countries. 

Another important concern among Mus-
lims is the unfair representation in glob-
al decision-making and implementation 
mechanisms. For example, is there a single 
permanent member on the UN Security 
Council representing Muslims who make 
up one quarter of the world population? No. 
Is there any significance to being a non-per-
manent member? No. If one of the 5 mem-

bers of the decision-making mechanism 
takes a negative position, that’s it. I say that 
“The world is bigger than 5.” The world has 
changed since World War I. So, the United 
Nations must be reformed. We have every 
right to expect such change to ensure jus-
tice. It is impossible for a system based on 
injustice to contribute to global justice. Af-
ter all, we continue to observe the challeng-
es caused by this unjust system in many of 
the problems we face. I am repeating my 
call again today for the UN Security Council 
to be restructured in light of the geographi-
cal and religious demographics of the world 
population. 

As Muslim countries, we should make is-
sues of security, justice and development a 
top priority.

Anyone who does not feel safe where they 
live will be unsure of their future. Peo-
ple who give up on justice will inevitably 
be vulnerable to exploitation by terrorist 
groups because everything starts and ends 
with justice. Brotherhood should be more 
than just words. We must make it a reality 
in technical, commercial, economic, cultur-
al and social areas. We must prepare the 
youth who are the future of the ummah, the 
community of faith, to be a self-confident 
generation that acts benevolently, engages 
in good deeds and avoids evil by adhering 
to justice.

We must set up our own 
arbitration system 

We must all work to ensure that women, 
who make up half of the population, play 
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until Jerusalem is free. Even though al-
most half a century has passed, Jerusalem 
is still not free and there is no easing of 
the pressure on the Palestinians. The dai-
ly persecution of our Palestinian brothers 
by Israel continues to be a bleeding wound 
in the heart of the Islamic world. Temple 
Mount is a Muslim place of worship. We 
cannot allow this unlawful occupation to 
be used as a basis for the desecration of 
Temple Mount. We must strive harder as 
Muslims to preserve Temple Mount and 
Jerusalem. The only way to ensure lasting 
peace in Palestine and the entire region is 
to end the occupation as soon as possible 
and create an independent Palestine with 
East Jerusalem as its capital.

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
must do more in terms of standing up for 
Muslim societies fighting in other places 
for their rights and future. A case in point is 
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. 
We must all work together to end the dec-
ades-long isolation of our brothers there. 
If we, as the Islamic world, do not send a 
message of solidarity to our brothers living 
in Cyprus, who will? I believe that Mus-
lims must work together to contribute to 
a lasting and fair settlement in Cyprus by 
redressing the unfair imbalance imposed 
on the Turkish side of the island.

In the same way, Muslim societies living in 
different parts of the world from the Bal-
kans to Southeast Asia and Africa need the 
strong support of the Muslim world. Is it 
possible to remain silent about the occu-

pation of Crimea? Our brothers in Crimea 
are oppressed and persecuted in their own 
lands.

Let me also say clearly that we should be 
ashamed to see that almost all refugees 
who are trying to go to Europe on boats and 
ramshackle ships in the Mediterranean 
and the Aegean are Muslims. If millions are 
forced to undertake such a life-threatening 
journey for their safety and future, then we 
must all sit down and take a hard look at 
this. The number of people we rescued just 
in the Aegean has reached 100,000 so far. 
We rescued them at sea with Coast Guard 
boats. We did it because it is our Muslim, 
human and conscientious duty. 

We must thoroughly analyze the reasons 
for this wave of migration which once 
upon a time flowed in the opposite direc-
tion from Europe to our lands.

As the representatives of the countries 
present here today, we have a lot to do. 
We must discuss all of the issues here and 
swiftly implement the decisions we take, 
conscious of the responsibility we bear to 
the community of faith. God willing, we 
will all unite and work much harder to es-
tablish justice and peace, the theme of our 
meeting. May Allah guide and help us.

I would like to conclude my remarks with 
these thoughts. I hope that the 13th Islam-
ic Summit of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation will be beneficial to all Mus-
lims and mankind.

I extend my sincere respects to you all.

Distinguished Secretary General, Es-
teemed President, Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you all. Welcome to Turkey and this 
beautiful Mediterranean city of Antalya.

I hope that the EXPO 2016 Antalya Inter-
national Horticultural Exposition is bene-
ficial for our country, region and the par-
ticipating countries.

It is a great pleasure for me to inaugurate 
this important event with such esteemed 
friends like yourselves. 

EXPO Is An Opportunity 
Not Only For Turkey But For 

The Entire Region

Opening of EXPO 2016 Antalya International Horticultural Exposition 
Antalya | April 22, 2016 
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and act accordingly. It is our duty to pro-
tect and preserve what we borrow until we 
hand it over to future generations. 

We did not just voice these ideas; we also 
acted on them by taking concrete action. 
As a result, we increased our forest areas 
from approximately 21 million hectares in 
2003 to 22 million hectares at the end of 
2015. So far, we planted 3.5 billion trees. 

In addition, we are engaged in serious ef-
forts to diversify and enrich agricultural 
production. The agricultural sector ac-
counts for 9 percent of Turkey’s total pro-
duction and 25 percent of total employ-
ment. Therefore, Turkey has to maintain 
a strong relationship with the soil. Our 
love for Mother Earth is special. We aim 
to increase our agricultural production to 
150 billion dollars by the year 2023 when 
we mark the 100- year anniversary of the 
founding of our Republic. We would like 
to divert approximately 40 billion dollars 
of this production to exports and increase 
the total irrigable area from 5.4 million 
hectares to 8.5 million hectares. The pro-
gress we made since 2002 shows that we 
can easily attain these targets. 

We also raised our standards with respect to 
the security of food supply and control ser-
vices. We aligned our food legislation with 
European Union standards. We adopted 
food safety from the farm to the table. We 
support organic agriculture and good agri-
cultural practices. We protect biodiversity, 
genetic composition and seed reserves in 
our country for the short, medium and long-
term through the projects we carry out. 

As a result of these efforts, Turkey rose 
from fourth to first place in agricultural 
revenue in Europe in 13 years. We are de-
termined to preserve biodiversity in our 
country which is located at the intersec-
tion of important gene pools in the world. 
Turkey is home to approximately 12,000 
plant species, about 32 percent of which 
are endemic. The number of genetic spe-
cies in this region is higher than in all of 
Europe, making this diversity very valua-
ble on a global scale. The decision to hold 
the EXPO 2016 International Horticultur-
al Exposition in Turkey was further rein-
forced by these factors. 

The EXPO opens on the eve of a very spe-
cial day for our country, especially the chil-
dren. Tomorrow is the anniversary of the 
founding of our Grand National Assembly 
which conducted our War of Independence 
as the elected legitimate representatives of 
the people. April 23, 1920 is extremely sig-
nificant for us and marks the only official 
day dedicated to children in the world.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish a happy National Sovereignty and 
Children’s Day to all children of the world 
and our people.

Protecting the environment will 
remain one of Turkey’s main 
priorities

Esteemed Friends, 

Situated at the crossroads of three conti-
nents, Anatolia has all the natural qualities 

Turkey organized the 2016 Internation-
al Horticultural Exposition in coopera-
tion with the International Association of 
Horticultural Producers and the Bureau 
of International Expositions. On behalf of 
myself and my people, I thank both organ-
izations for their contributions to this pro-
cess and their cooperation.

We took great care in the preparations for 
EXPO 2016 Antalya. We considered this 
project a national project from the begin-
ning and worked accordingly. The EXPO 
2016 that we open today is a result of 
mutual determination both by the city of 
Antalya and Turkey as well as an example 
of public-private sector cooperation. This 
fairground is not just a big park where 
participating countries display their hor-
ticultural products. Every element of this 
fairground has a special meaning. For ex-
ample, the EXPO Tower symbolizes the 
historic Hadrian’s Gate, one of the icons of 
Antalya. The Agriculture and Biodiversity 
Museum is Turkey’s first museum dedicat-
ed to this theme. This convention center 
with a seating capacity of 6,500 will enrich 
Antalya’s bustling scene of culture and en-
tertainment. Each of the areas, such as the 
Children’s Island, the Biodiversity Theme 
Course, the Ottoman Garden, EXPO Lake, 
EXPO Hill, EXPO Forest and the Culture 
and Art Street offers opportunities that 
will appeal to the various tastes of visitors. 

EXPO 2016 Antalya made history with the 
highest participation rate after the EXPO 
held in Osaka in 1990. I believe a similar 
record will be broken in terms of the num-
ber of visitors. 

With EXPO 2016, Antalya is adding yet 
another success story to the list of interna-
tional events hosted here. Five months ago, 
we hosted the leaders of the most devel-
oped economies of the world in Antalya. 
The Antalya Summit made history as one 
the most successful summits of the G20. 
Similarly, the 13th Islamic Summit of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation held 
in Istanbul last week was a big success. We 
hope to crown these achievements with 
the United Nations World Humanitarian 
Summit that will be held on May 22-23. 

We do not “inherit” nature from 
our ancestors, we “borrow” it 
from our children

Esteemed Guests, 

We chose the theme “flowers and children” 
for the EXPO we open today. Our aim is to 
create a powerful platform for dialog re-
garding history, biodiversity, sustainability 
and green cities. 

As our Prime Minister and Ministers men-
tioned, we were inspired by the resem-
blance between children and flowers in 
terms of their purity, beauty and innocence. 
This theme is a symbol of the importance 
our country attaches to the protection of 
the environment and the new generations 
that guarantee our future. We are conscious 
of the fact that we did not “inherit” nature 
from our ancestors, but that we “borrow” 
it from our children. Therefore, we should 
think about the future not just the present 
as well as our children not just ourselves, 
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I salute you all with respect.

My Esteemed Brother President Aliyev, 
Distinguished High Representative, Es-
teemed Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I salute you with respect. 

It is a pleasure to be with you in Baku, the 
capital of Azerbaijan, on the occasion of 
the 7th Global Forum of the Alliance of 

Civilizations established on the initiative 
of Turkey and Spain. 

Global Forums help our Alliance to take 
root in different regions and strengthen it 
with the diversity contributed by these re-
gions. As leaders supporting the Alliance, 
we meet today in Azerbaijan where ancient 
civilizations and different cultures have 
coexisted in peace and harmony. 2016 is 
being celebrated as the “Year of Multicul-

for settlement. Global warming and cli-
mate change constitute the biggest threat 
to this wealth. Turkey is doing everything 
in its power on this matter. Today, a very 
important step will be taken on the global 
scale against climate change. Our Minis-
ter of Environment and Urbanization is in 
New York representing our country at the 
Signing Ceremony of the Paris Agreement 
convened by the UN Secretary General. 

I hope that this historic step will serve a 
good cause in the fight against drought and 
desertification. I call on the whole world to 
act sincerely on this matter. I know that this 
process is very important for less developed 
and developing countries. We showed our 
concern about this matter by hosting the 
12th Session of the Conference of the Par-
ties to the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification in Ankara last Octo-
ber. Protecting the environment will remain 
one of Turkey’s main priorities. 

Throughout EXPO 2016 Antalya, we aim to 
promote the horticultural diversity of our 
country to the world and bring countries 
around a platform by conducting academic 
discussions and meetings. We hope to ded-
icate the Antalya Declaration which will be 
the result of our work during the EXPO as 
our joint position to the international com-
munity. As the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
stated, this is not about a 6-month process, 
but one that requires continuity. Therefore, 
we are laying the foundations to make the 

EXPO 2016 Antalya permanent. This area 
will be one of the most important centers 
for tourism as well as culture. I believe that 
we will host millions of people here.

EXPO is an opportunity not only for An-
talya and Turkey, but also for the Medi-
terranean, the Aegean and the Black Sea 
regions as well as Southeast Europe, the 
Middle East and Central Asia. I believe 
that we will make the most of this oppor-
tunity together. The grounds built for the 
EXPO as well as all permanent structures 
here will continue to serve domestic and 
foreign visitors to Antalya after the EXPO. 
I believe that the grounds here will become 
one of the symbols of our city and coun-
try as a place cherishing the beauties of 
nature and the joy of children. With these 
thoughts, I would like to once again convey 
my best wishes to the EXPO 2016 Antalya 
which will contribute to our country, peo-
ple, region and all participants. I would 
like to welcome all national and interna-
tional guests coming to Antalya for this im-
portant event.

I thank all residents of Antalya for the 
warm hospitality they will show to our 
guests visiting Turkey during the EXPO.

I would like to thank the Ministry of Food, 
Agriculture and Livestock, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and everyone from the ar-
chitects to workers who contributed to the 
organization of this event.

We Have To Form A Global 
Alliance Against Terrorism 

7th Global Forum of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations
Baku, Azerbaijan | April 26, 2016 
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ferences to achieve mutual understanding 
and dialog. We were unable to develop a 
common understanding on the need to 
replace polarization with reconciliation. 
We were unable to cultivate a social un-
derstanding that considers cultural, ethnic 
and religious differences a diversity not a 
threat, and promotes tolerance and harmo-
ny at all times and in all places. 

As responsible leaders of the 21st centu-
ry, we have to put an end to this danger-
ous course of events. Humanity should no 
longer allow religious and cultural polar-
ization and tensions to torment our con-
science. Today, we live in a world where 60 
million people have been forced to leave 
their homes because of the conflicts in 
their countries. Unfortunately, the journey 
of hope for some of these innocent people, 
mostly women and children, ends in dis-
aster in the dark waters of the sea. On the 
other hand, those who do manage to reach 
their destination face skepticism and oth-
erization in the host communities. 

The regions where these tragedies orig-
inate from are full of contradictions. 
Groups claiming to act in the name of Is-
lam carry out the biggest massacres on 
Muslims and inflict the greatest damage to 
them. Thousands of years of civilization is 
destroyed and ancient cities are ruined by 
these terrorist organizations. Xenophobia 
and Islamophobia are spreading rapidly in 
Western countries because of the percep-
tion created by these organizations. We 
witness malicious circles attempting to 
sow dissension, plant seeds of hate instead 

of love, and otherize people. The growing 
divide between people from different civi-
lizations, religions and cultures is a sign of 
bigger tragedies to come. 

Our view has always been that terrorism, 
terrorists and terrorist organizations have 
no religion, nationality, region or culture. 
No religion, culture or conscience will ap-
prove of killing innocent people. The word 
Islam means “peace”. How can a religion of 
peace condone terrorism? Terrorism has 
no place in our religion. The organizations 
claiming to act in the name of Islam, espe-
cially Daesh, are not even remotely related 
to Islam. Terrorism, first and foremost, is 
an enemy to humanity. This threat is aimed 
at all mankind. No civilization is immune 
to this threat. 

Terrorist organizations are the biggest en-
emies of the common ideal that we aim to 
pursue with the Alliance of Civilizations 
Initiative. We can overcome this threat 
only through a collective effort. Any posi-
tion or statement to the contrary is tanta-
mount to supporting terrorism and terror-
ist organizations. 

Where were you before Aylan’s 
body washed up on that beach?

We attach great importance to three topics. 
The first one is sectarianism. As you know, 
sectarianism was a serious threat during 
and after the Medieval Period. We see it 
happening again. Secondly, racism is a se-
rious threat paving the way for terrorism. 

turalism” in Azerbaijan as a result of an 
initiative by my esteemed brother Presi-
dent Aliyev. The country is crowning this 
meaningful year by hosting the 7th Global 
Forum of the Alliance of Civilizations. I 
believe that this Forum will offer our Al-
liance the opportunity to take advantage 
of the rich cultural heritage of the South 
Caucasus and Central Asia. I extend my 
special thanks to Azerbaijan for this meet-
ing which will be an important milestone 
in strengthening our Alliance with respect 
to our activities in the future. 

Esteemed Guests,

We laid the foundations of the Alliance of 
Civilizations Initiative 11 years ago with 
the Prime Minister of Spain at the time, 
my esteemed friend Mr. Zapatero. Our 
initiative grew stronger over time. Today, 
more than 140 countries support this Al-
liance. The Alliance grew stronger with 
support from a broad geographical area to 
achieve its current standing. The Alliance 
of Civilizations is now one of the most im-
portant initiatives of the United Nations 
platform. Thanks to the projects carried 
out under the leadership of the High Rep-
resentative Mr. Nasser, the principles, val-
ues and messages of the Alliance reach an 
increasingly wider target audience. Last 
year, the United Nations General Assem-
bly adopted a resolution in this context 
sponsored by about 100 countries. This 
resolution was the best indication that the 
vision and objectives of the Alliance have 
been accepted at the global level. I would 
like to thank all friendly countries who 

support our objective to achieve a com-
mon ground based on tolerance, mutual 
understanding and dialog. I also would 
like to welcome Kyrgyzstan, the latest 
member of our family. 

Esteemed Friends,

Notwithstanding the accomplishments of 
the Alliance, we must all accept the fact 
that the international community is still 
far from achieving the objectives for which 
the Alliance was established. Unfortunate-
ly, we still have not been able to overcome 
the deep-rooted prejudice and discrimina-
tion of people based on religion, origin and 
culture which prompted us to establish the 
Alliance of Civilizations in the first place. 
We have not been able to wage the collec-
tive and determined fight that is expected 
of us against radical movements and ter-
rorism which is cultivated by these move-
ments. 

Terrorism and terrorist 
organizations have no religion, 
nationality, region or culture

We have not been able to translate our 
grief in face of bombs that exploded in suc-
cession in Syria, Iraq, Nigeria, France, Pa-
kistan, Turkey, Belgium, and Spain into a 
common position, discourse or action. We 
could not find a solution to political con-
flicts, injustice and inequality that result in 
violence. We were unable to convince the 
world that one of the most effective ways 
to counter violence is to set aside our dif-
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The third topic is terrorism. If we do not 
wage a collective war against sectarianism, 
we cannot secure peace. If we do not put up 
a collective fight against racism, we cannot 
fight against terrorism. We must consider 
members of all races first as human beings 
and love them as they are. We have to form 
a global alliance against terrorism. 

Currently, my country faces a serious chal-
lenge in the fight against terrorism. We 
have been fighting terrorism for 35 years. 
More than 40,000 people died in this fight 
so far. The conflict in neighboring Syria 
that began with terrorism escalated into 
civil war. 500,000 people died so far in 
the Syrian civil war. Terrorism in Syria is 
no longer isolated. Syria is facing state ter-
rorism; the country is run by a terrorist. 
This terrorist is killing people with barrel 
bombs, cannons and tanks. Are those who 
gave this terrorist the red-carpet treatment 
and provided money and weapons not re-
sponsible for these massacres? If we are 
to fight against terrorism, we have to be 
frank. 

We launched the Alliance of Civilizations 
with this understanding. We do not want 
to see any more drowned babies washing 
up on beaches. That was the most heart-
breaking moment for us. When Aylan’s 
body washed up on the beach, humanity 
began to question themselves, but where 
were they before Aylan’s body washed up 
on that beach? People have been dying in 
Syria for 6 years. The number of people 
that we rescued just in the Aegean and the 
Mediterranean already reached 100,000. 
We were able to save them from death. 

Dear Friends,

The theme of the 7th Global Forum which 
we inaugurate today is “Living Together 
in Inclusive Societies.” We need to learn to 
live together in diversity in order to suc-
ceed in this struggle. We will be successful 
in our fight against terrorism only if we 
manage to address the minds, hearts and 
conscience of people. We can declare vic-
tory on the day we overcome intolerance, 
discrimination, xenophobia and conquer 
the fear of diversity. Those who support 
violence influence young generations with 
utopia based on twisted religious values 
and lead them astray. We must instead 
teach new generations the true message 
of religion based on justice and equality. 
When we succeed in doing so as mem-
bers of different religions, the world will 
become a place where we can coexist in 
peace. We must continue to work together 
towards this end. 

Those who suffer from racism 
and discrimination look to Baku

We must champion the values and princi-
ples of the Alliance of Civilizations more 
than ever before. I believe that, in the 21st 
century, humanity cannot submit to a des-
tiny shaped by terrorist organizations. We 
must raise our voices and take action today 
to create a better future for new genera-
tions. 

There will be important messages ex-
pressed at this forum over the course of the 
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Guests, Esteemed Teachers, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you wholeheartedly. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh, ahlan wa sahlan.

I would like to express my pleasure for hav-
ing the opportunity to host you in Istanbul 

on the occasion of the Second Turkish-Ar-
ab Congress on Higher Education. I would 
like to welcome you all. I hope and pray to 
Allah that this Congress will benefit our 
country, people, participating countries 
and the Muslim world.

I am very happy to address this august 
gathering on the occasion of the gala din-
ner. I would like to thank the Istanbul Civ-

next two days. Those who suffer from intol-
erance, racism, hate speech and discrimi-
nation around the world look to Baku. They 
are all waiting for the final declaration that 
will be communicated from Baku. Like-
wise, those who support radical move-
ments that grow by taking advantage of 
these trends are watching closely. They 
are the ones who will be most ashamed 
of themselves when we succeed in unit-
ing around mutual respect, tolerance 
and dialog. 

We all have duties to perform in this respect 
as political, religious and opinion leaders 
as well as private sector representatives 
and civil society organizations attending 
the Forum. We must communicate to the 
entire world the message of peaceful mu-
tual coexistence based on mutual respect, 
understanding and dialog. After all, this 
is the reason why we established the Alli-

ance in the first place. We must emphati-
cally communicate to the oppressed and 
the oppressors that we are determined to 
work with each other to achieve this goal. 
I am of the opinion that we will unequivo-
cally demonstrate our determination to ad-
vance the Alliance and its values in Baku. 

We must jointly declare our determination 
to maintain political and financial support 
to enable the Alliance of Civilizations Initi-
ative to actively carry out its activities. We 
must adopt such a dignified position not 
only because humanity expects it of us, but 
also because it is our duty to future gener-
ations. 

With these thoughts, I would like to extend 
my best wishes to the participants with re-
spect to the activities that will be carried 
out throughout the Forum. I extend my 
sincere respects to you all. Thank you.

Racism Is The Biggest 
Threat To Islam

Turkish-Arab Congress on Higher Education | Istanbul | April 28, 2016 
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ganisms, they have a certain life span. In 
other words, states are born, they develop, 
decline and die just like living organisms. 
Unfortunately, the golden age of Muslim 
countries started to decline in the 19th 
century and eventually ended in their col-
lapse. With a few exceptions, the last 200 
years of our history is marked with separa-
tion, division and disengagement and not 
with new conquests, inventions guiding 
humanity or lasting masterpieces. Islam-
ic cities which once attracted curious stu-
dents from every corner of the world are 
now associated with poverty, ignorance 
and vicious conflicts. As you see, Aleppo, 
a city very close to our border, has been 
destroyed by barrel bombs. The eight-cen-
turies-old Mosul Library that was home 
to ancient Greek manuscripts in its vaults 
has all but disappeared without a trace. 
The Baghdad Library was plundered after 
the occupation and thousands of books 
and manuscripts - each a treasure in its 
own right - were either destroyed or spir-
ited away from the country. The indescrib-
able beauty and magnificence of Sana’a is 
damaged every day right before our eyes. 
Jerusalem is fighting to survive in face of 
attacks on its history, Islamic identity and 
character.

Dear Brothers, 

Foreign interventions in our region play 
a significant role contributing to this neg-
ative outlook. We certainly cannot ignore 
the destruction caused by colonialists who 
say “A drop of oil is more valuable than 
a drop of blood.” We will surely criticize 

those who prize “interests” only and aim to 
create artificial problems with the artificial 
borders they draw. We will also reveal the 
hypocrisy of those who consider democra-
cy a “right” for their citizens, but a “luxury” 
for the peoples of the region. However, as 
we do this, we should not miss an essen-
tial point. What is it? It is self-criticism; 
we should criticize and hold ourselves ac-
countable. If we do not criticize ourselves 
as much as we criticize them, we cannot 
change this pessimistic outlook. If we opt 
for the easier way out by looking for the or-
igin of the problem on the outside, then we 
cannot make any progress. Correct diagno-
sis is the first step in proper treatment. 

Poverty, blood and tears are not 
the inevitable fate of our shared 
geography

The main reason behind the decline and 
dissolution we observe in the last two cen-
turies is the fact that centers of science and 
knowledge passed into other hands. When 
schools degenerated, social life also de-
generated. When our universities did not 
keep themselves up-to-date, our industries 
failed. Our smartest and well-educated 
children had to immigrate to the Ameri-
cas, Europe and different countries as they 
were stonewalled in their home country. In 
some cases, our children who were sent to 
Western capitals for education returned 
home a foreigner ashamed of their people 
and values. The “brain drain” sucked away 
our life blood. Unfortunately, our children 
attend Western universities but not the 

ilization University and the Association of 
Arab Universities for bringing us together 
this evening and offering us the opportu-
nity to meet and interact with each other. I 
congratulate all institutions, organizations 
and individuals that contributed to the or-
ganization of the Congress.

I hope that this Congress, which is held af-
ter the 13th Leaders Summit of the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation, contributes 
to the improvement of our cooperation in 
the area of education. I hope that this Con-
gress, which is in its second year, will be-
come a tradition, reach a larger number of 
people, and grow stronger with new partic-
ipants in the future.

Dear Brothers, 

We share a common geographical region 
as well as a common civilization, history 
and culture. The Golden Age in our histo-
ry still serves as a model to all mankind. 
In this context, we can also cite Andalusia, 
Baghdad and the magnificent civilizations 
of Africa, the Middle East and Asia from 
our common history that left an indelible 
mark. There are important cities like Cor-
doba, Timbuktu, Harar, Fez, Damascus, 
Istanbul, Sana’a, Cairo, Alexandria, and 
Bukhara in our shared civilization. These 
cities belong not only to the countries and 
nations within the borders they lie, but 
also to the ummah. These cities were im-
portant centers of Islamic civilization for 
centuries and hosted pilgrims of science 
from around the world in their libraries 
and madrasas.

In the 11th century when Europe was in the 
darkness of the Middle Ages, there were 75 
madrasas in Cairo, 51 in Damascus and 44 
in Aleppo. Nizamiyyah Madrasas guided 
the mind and heart of the Islamic civiliza-
tion for a long time and helped Muslims 
survive the Crusades and Mongol attacks. 
Students and scholars from various parts 
of the world were educated in these schools 
which were the best institutions of higher 
learning in that period. These schools in-
spired scientific and scholarly accomplish-
ments while communicating our rich her-
itage and civilization to all mankind.

The pen was always mightier 
than the sword in our history

Muslims who embraced the Hadith “Seek 
knowledge even if you have to go as far as 
China” always pursued science and wis-
dom. They were always seeking, always 
searching. The pen was always mightier 
than the sword in our history. 

All responsible historians and scientists 
acknowledge that Islamic civilization con-
ducted very valuable scientific and cultur-
al studies starting in the 8th century and 
that these studies influenced European 
civilizations significantly from the 12th 
century on. The golden age of Islamic civi-
lization was not only about conquests and 
territorial gains; it was also the age when 
Muslims dominated knowledge and Islam-
ic cities were centers of science. 

As you know, Ibn Khaldun argues in his 
Muqaddimah that states are like living or-
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universities of Islamic countries today for 
a good education in science and engineer-
ing or even in theology. Societies which do 
not develop their unique education system 
cannot build their future. We have the ca-
pacity to change this ill fate and make a 
new beginning. 

We must always remember that what is 
destroyed can be rebuilt and what is lost 
can be replaced. However, a nation with-
out self-confidence cannot make history 
again. We have a system of values and the 
experience to be a role model to the world. 
Poverty, blood, tears and suffering are not 
the inevitable fate of our shared geogra-
phy. We will never allow current events, 
the challenges we face and the dark clouds 
hanging over us today to drive us to de-
spair. Our history is a source of pride and a 
very important reference that should give 
us strength and inspiration. 

Dear Brothers, 

“What is lost must be sought where it was 
lost.” Education is the key to the deadlock 
we find ourselves in today. We need to im-
prove our cooperation at every level includ-
ing in higher education. We should sup-
port each other by sharing our experience, 
mobilizing our means and increasing joint 
working platforms. In my opinion, there 
is great merit in contacts between peo-
ple from all walks of life, youth, students, 
civil society organizations, academicians 
and artists. We attach special importance 
in Turkey to our cooperation with institu-
tions of higher learning in the Arab region 

and are taking new steps in this regard. We 
sign agreements, memorandums of under-
standing and protocols to increase coor-
dination in this area, announce joint and 
double diploma programs, and facilitate 
the exchange of students and lecturers. 

We signed 207 protocols with Arab coun-
tries since 2013 within the scope of the 
Mevlana Exchange Program. In this con-
text, 95 students from Arab countries came 
to Turkey for their studies since 2013. In 
my opinion, this is a very small number. 
There should be more students. The num-
ber of students from Turkey is 133 and this 
is also a small number. While 48 lecturers 
came from the Arab countries, 12 lecturers 
went from Turkey; these numbers are also 
small. I must say that I do not find these 
numbers satisfactory; we can do better. 

A total of 14,770 students from the Arab 
countries most of whom are from Syria, 
Iraq, Palestine, Libya, Somalia, Yemen, Jor-
dan, Morocco and Egypt attend our uni-
versities. The number of international stu-
dents in our country is over 75,000. There 
are 451 lecturers from Arab countries in 
our universities. These statistics are, no 
doubt, much better compared to the past. 
However, we should recognize that we 
have a long way to go.

Islamic countries are threatened 
by the Shiite-Sunni conflict

I would like to emphasize that this Con-
gress aimed at increasing the exchange of 
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information and dialog between Turkey 
and Arab countries is an important step 
towards this end. I am absolutely sure that 
the work conducted within the scope of the 
Congress will be very successful. I am also 
happy to see concrete results with the sign-
ing of the memorandums of understanding.

I would like to share three important top-
ics with you. These three topics describe 
the most important challenges faced by Is-
lamic countries today.

One of them is sectarianism. Unfortunate-
ly, Islamic countries are currently threat-
ened by the Shiite-Sunni conflict. Shi’ism 
and Sunnism are not religions, they are 
paths. Our religion is Islam which is above 
and beyond these paths. As Muslims, we 
should not allow a shadow to be cast over 
our brotherhood. Whoever says “my sect is 
superior to yours” hurts Islam. We cannot 
engage in such a discrimination. 

The second topic is racism. It is one of the 
biggest threats. We talk about Turks or 
Arabs and I feel bad about this. If there is 
the Arab League, should we have a Turkish 
League in response? Why? We have “Is-
lamic Cooperation” on the one hand, but 
the “Arab League” on the other. There is a 
contradiction here. Arabs are not superior 

to non-Arabs, nor are non-Arabs superior 
to Arabs. Superiority is measured only by 
piety. Such should be the consideration we 
must abide by. Unfortunately, we are fac-
ing challenges because we fail to do so. 

The third topic is terrorism. What is one 
of the most important challenges today? It 
is terrorism. Is our fight against terrorism 
effective? What do Boko Haram, Al-Qaeda 
and Al-Shabaab say as they kill people? 
They say “we are killing in the name of Is-
lam” and they shout “Allahu Akbar” as they 
kill. What about those who die? They also 
say “Allahu Akbar” as they die. Such is the 
situation facing Muslims today; those who 
kill and those who die both say “Allahu Ak-
bar”. 

In this regard, there is a very important 
duty for you, our esteemed scholars. We 
must teach our young people about these 
issues in all our universities because some 
of them join these extremist organizations. 
We must prevent this. 

As I conclude my remarks, I hope that the 
Muslim world begins to see things as they 
are so that we may take a different perspec-
tive with respect to our future. 

May Allah bless you all.

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Distinguished Guests,

I once again extend my respects to you.

Over the last two days, we had some very 
productive consultations and took impor-
tant decisions. Together, we discussed the 
difficulties and challenges we face in tak-
ing humanitarian action and how we can 
overcome these challenges. 

Our emphasis when we began preparing 
for this Summit was on humanity and hu-
man dignity in the context of resolving 
humanitarian problems. We said that it is 
our mutual commitment and moral duty 
to protect the dignity and safety of people 
so that they can look to the future with 
hope. During the Summit, many partici-
pating countries and organizations made 
concrete commitments within the frame-

All People Of Conscience Should 
React To Income Inequality

Closing Ceremony of the World Humanitarian Summit | Istanbul | May 24, 2016 
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Distinguished Rector of Makerere Univer-
sity Prof. Ezra Suruma, Esteemed Members 
of the Senate, Esteemed Members of Facul-
ty, Dear Students, Distinguished Guests,

I greet you with respect and affection.

It is a pleasure to be with you on my first 
visit to Uganda, “the Pearl of Africa.” I 
would like to thank the university admin-
istration for the warm hospitality extend-
ed to me and my delegation.

Makerere University ranks among the 
world’s top universities and is one of the 
top three higher education institutions 
in Africa. I feel especially honored to be 
deemed worthy of being awarded an hon-
orary doctorate by such a distinguished 
university.

On this visit, we held one-on-one meetings 
as well as meetings between delegations 
with my esteemed friend President Mu-

work of the Agenda for Humanity present-
ed by the Esteemed Secretary General.

We know that people have very different 
security and living standards in different 
parts of the world and sometimes even in 
the same place. While some people live in 
luxury and extravagance, millions of oth-
ers try to hold on to life in poverty and 
hunger. This is not fair. No member of the 
international community and no country 
of conscience can remain indifferent to 
this sharp contrast. I hope that the World 
Humanitarian Summit will initiate a fun-
damental shift in the way people think 
about this issue. 

This summit will succeed only if it can ush-
er in a new era in the lives of the oppressed 
people in the world, especially African, 
Asian, Syrian and Iraqi children. We hope 
that this historic summit will pave the way 
for a more peaceful and fair world to match 
its name and significance. We have to show 
those who have hopes regarding the out-
comes of the summit that we did not close 
our hearts and minds to them. On the con-
trary, we embrace them more tightly than 
ever before.

Although understanding the magnitude of 
the global problem we face and focusing on 
solutions are important, on their own, they 
are not sufficient. Tears, a broken heart or 

a hurt conscience cannot be consoled by 
empty words and commitments, but only 
by strong actions. 

To this end, we should share our political, 
moral and financial responsibilities glob-
ally and take action swiftly. We cannot be 
considered to have fulfilled our human-
itarian and conscientious responsibility 
unless we and the developed countries in 
particular fulfill our promises. We must ac-
knowledge this.

Every day and minute we waste, hundreds 
of people die and thousands of people face 
new tragedies. As responsible and princi-
pled members of the international com-
munity, we should ensure that the commit-
ments made at this summit are fulfilled.

You can rest assured that Turkey will con-
tinue to do its part on this matter and mo-
bilize all of its resources. 

Before I conclude my remarks, I would like 
to thank the Esteemed Secretary General 
for his efforts to make this summit a reality 
and all participants on behalf of millions of 
people affected by crises. I would like to say 
once again that it has been a great pleasure 
and honor to host this historic meeting on 
behalf of the Turkish state and nation and 
share this historic moment with you. 

I salute you with respect and affection.

Turkey Aims To Voice Africa’s 
Concerns

Uganda Makerere University Honorary Doctorate Award Ceremony 
Kampala, Uganda | June 1, 2016 
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I made a request to the Esteemed President 
today. I said, “If you will grant us a large 
piece of land, we can build a large embassy 
befitting us. And we can allocate a similar 
plot to you in Ankara, the capital city of 
the Republic of Turkey.” When I began to 
serve, Turkey had 12 embassies in African 
countries. We now have 39 embassies. 

We are in the process of diversifying our 
contacts with the Ugandan people from all 
walks of life. On this trip to Uganda, I am 
accompanied by 115 businessmen. We will 
encourage them to engage in joint initia-
tives. I am delighted that there are a lot of 
Ugandan students studying in our univer-
sities and speaking fluent Turkish. I hope 
that our relations will grow stronger with 
each passing day.

Dear Friends,

Turkey is a European and an Asian coun-
try, but it is also an African country owing 
to its historical ties with the continent. We 
believe that Africa and Turkey share the 
same destiny. For this reason and in keep-
ing with the spirit of the times, Turkey 
recently adopted a new approach in its re-
lations with the continent. First and fore-
most, we believe that Africa is a continent 
that is full of opportunities for the happi-
ness, peace and welfare of African peoples.

Africa will take center stage in 
the 21st century

There is no doubt that Africa will take 
center stage in the 21st century. Africa con-
tinues to develop and grow while the big-

gest economies of the world are struggling 
with the economic crisis. Six out of ten of 
the fastest growing economies in the world 
in the last 10 years are on this continent. 
We are as hopeful and enthusiastic as our 
African brothers to watch the continent 
rise and progress towards its rightful posi-
tion step by step.

Our policy of expanding our relations with 
Africa gained momentum with the declara-
tion of 2005 as the “Year of Africa” in Turkey. 
This was very successful and we made sig-
nificant progress in many areas including 
trade volume, political dialog mechanisms, 
education and economic investments. We 
have now moved to a new and advanced 
phase in defining our relations with Africa 
as the “Turkey-Africa Partnership”.

We had 12 embassies in Africa in 2009; to-
day we have 39. At the same time, 32 Afri-
can countries opened embassies in Turkey. 
This, too, is very important. Today, Turkish 
Airlines flies to 48 destinations in 32 coun-
tries on the continent.

Turkey extends a helping hand to its Afri-
can brothers and sisters without hesitation 
not only in terms of economic partnership, 
but also in case of every other need. There 
are 4,500 African students studying in Tur-
key with the “Turkey Scholarships” granted 
by our government. We attach great impor-
tance to providing support in education to 
young Africans. We believe that well-edu-
cated and qualified human resources will 
contribute greatly to the development of 
African countries.

seveni and his delegation. We also signed 
important agreements that will serve to 
strengthen the basis of our relations. I 
would like to express my appreciation to 
President Museveni for his current and 
future services to his country. We are also 
happy to know that he is a close friend of 
Turkey and the Turkish people.

I would like to say that I am very im-
pressed by the culture of coexistence in 
Uganda where more than 50 tribes and 
members of many religious faiths live 
together. I believe that Uganda, which I 
view as a shining star of Africa, will at-
tain its rightful position in the continent 
and the world. We appreciate the contri-
butions of Uganda, which fought against 
colonialism in the past and fights against 
terrorism now, to peace in the region and 
the world.

Turkey attaches great importance to im-
proving relations with the friendly coun-
try of Uganda in every area. As the current 
president of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, I believe that we should act 
in solidarity against the common global 
and regional threats that Islamic coun-
tries face. I see that we have the common 
will to take a strong position about these 
threats and devise common solutions. We 
must all strive together to translate this 
will into concrete results in political, eco-
nomic, social and cultural fields.

We are here to improve our 
relations with Uganda

Distinguished Rector, Esteemed Guests,

Our relations with Uganda date back to 
the 19th century. At that time, Mehmet 
Emin, an Ottoman Pasha and a traveler, 
served in the territories where Uganda lies 
today. Emin Pasha was a physician and a 
naturalist by profession. He discovered 
hundreds of animal and plant species, and 
made valuable contributions to science. Af-
ter spending 10 years in these territories, 
Emin Pasha was killed by a slave-trading 
tribe in Congo in 1892. Emin Pasha gave 
his life in his struggle against the slave 
trade. I would like to take this opportunity 
to respectfully pay homage to Emin Pasha 
who played an important role in the Tur-
key-Uganda brotherhood and left such an 
honorable legacy.

Following in the footsteps of Emin Pasha, 
we supported Uganda in its struggle for in-
dependence and prosperity and today, 124 
years later, we are here to develop our re-
lations with Uganda. Turkey-Uganda rela-
tions have gained some momentum more 
recently. However, I consider the volume 
of trade between our countries to be very 
low and I do believe that we can increase it. 

Both countries opened Embassies in each 
other’s country in 2010 and 2011. In ad-
dition, we encouraged our civil society 
organizations, Turkish Airlines and busi-
nessmen to visit Uganda to consolidate the 
historic bridge between our hearts.
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The Turkish Cooperation and Coordination 
Agency (TİKA), the Turkish Red Crescent 
and many other Turkish civil society or-
ganizations responsible for the delivery of 
development and humanitarian aid carried 
out thousands of successful humanitarian 
and development aid projects in Uganda. 
We will continue with such efforts. 

Turkey voices issues relating to Africa on 
international platforms. During our G20 
Presidency, improving G20 relations with 
developing countries was one of our main 
priorities. African countries are, no doubt, 
the focus of such efforts.

As you know, we embraced 3 million Syr-
ians fleeing conflicts in their country and 
seeking refuge with us. We did not put up 
walls and barbed wire fences or ask, “Why 
are you coming to Turkey?”. They were flee-
ing barrel bombs; we could not close our 
doors on them. We rescued over 100,000 
refugees from drowning in the Aegean Sea 
with our Coast Guard boats.

Dear Friends,

We said that we will be extending a giv-
ing hand not a taking hand. Currently, the 
United States provides the biggest amount 
of development aid to less developed coun-
tries, Turkey is second and the United 

Kingdom is third. However, as a ratio of na-
tional income, Turkey ranks first, the Unit-
ed States second and the United Kingdom 
third. We will carry on with our efforts in 
this direction.

I would like to emphasize another point in 
the presence of the distinguished lecturers 
and students: The world is bigger than 5. 
The fate of the world cannot hang on the 
decisions of 5 permanent members of the 
United Nations. They cannot continue to 
impose an arrangement which was shaped 
under World War II conditions. If Syria is 
not able to solve its problem today, it is be-
cause one or two of the permanent mem-
bers say “No”. 

Dear Brothers,

We will continue to voice our objections to 
such inconsistencies and express our de-
mand for reform on every platform.

I would like to express once again how very 
pleased I am to be here with you in Uganda 
and to be awarded an honorary doctorate 
degree. I extend my respects and affection 
to you all. All the best.

Distinguished Representatives of the Busi-
ness Community, Esteemed International 
Investors, Dear Friends,

I salute you. On behalf of myself and my 
people, I thank you all for honoring the 
Presidential Complex, the home of the na-
tion, with your presence. 

Turkey faced the most malicious and hei-
nous coup attempt in its history on the 
evening of July 15. Without question, any 
coup, coup attempt or effort to harm de-
mocracy and freedoms is malicious. How-
ever, the night of the July 15 coup attempt 
left an indelible mark as a much worse 
incident because the people were directly 
targeted and attacked. 

There Will Be No Interference In 
Economic Activities Due To The 

State Of Emergency

High-Level Economic Meeting with International Investors
Ankara | August 2, 2016 
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I talked on the phone with our veterans 
who are currently in hospitals. One of 
the veterans I talked to was a young man 
named Sabri. Sabri is 34 years old. He is 
a software developer and very interested 
in air defense systems. Sabri’s arm was 
crushed by the tracks of a tank used by the 
coup plotters. Thank God, he will not lose 
his arm. As we talked on the phone, this 
young man acted like nothing had hap-
pened. He said to me, “Mr. President, are 
you okay?”  Coups cannot harm the people 
of this nation as long as they have such 
faith and determination. 

I also talked to a colonel. The colonel was 
hit by 7 bullets. Our veteran colonel was 
not thinking about himself, but about me. 
He said, “Mr. President, be careful.” 

Dear Brothers,

There is a reason for telling you these 
things. Turkey has been exposed to the 
attacks of armed terrorist organizations 
since the mid-1980s. The PKK, DHKP-C 
and lately Daesh have been conducting 
war against our country with armed at-
tacks, assassinations and suicide bombers. 

We are also aware that the social, political 
and economic attacks we face from time 
to time are not independent from these at-
tacks. I listened to the speech of the Bosch 
CEO, but I do not agree with his remarks 
about guests coming to Turkey. I under-
stand that there is disinformation in their 
countries. We need to tell them that Tur-
key is safe and that they should not worry 

about coming here. If there is no consensus 
in the international community with re-
gard to terrorism and coups like this, these 
threats will turn on them some day. We 
provided Belgium with the names of some 
terrorists. Belgium later released those ter-
rorists and the same terrorists blew them-
selves up at the airport. 

On Monday, NGOs established by our cit-
izens in Germany organized a demonstra-
tion with the slogan “No to coups, yes to 
democracy”. They could not stand it that 
I joined this meeting held in Cologne via 
video conference from Turkey. Meanwhile, 
the same country, Germany, let the lead-
ers of the separatist terrorist organization 
address that organization’s demonstration 
via video conference from Kandil. Now I 
ask you, does the West support terrorism 
or fight it? Does the West support democ-
racies or coups and terrorism? Unfortu-
nately, the West supports terrorism and 
coups. They do not suffer like we do. 

We did not receive the support 
we expected from our friends 
during and after the coup 
attempt

Dear Friends, 

With all due respect, let us be frank, truth-
ful and brave. If we are not courageous, 
a lot of people will get hurt around the 
world. This coup attempt can find its way 
to other countries in different forms. 

On the night of the coup attempt, four 
places were bombed. Two of them were 
buildings that belonged to our police force. 
The other two were the Turkish Grand Na-
tional Assembly and the Presidential Com-
plex. The eastern facade of the building we 
were in was fired upon by helicopters. At 
the Turkish Grand National Assembly, the 
office used by Prime Ministers, offices sur-
rounding the General Assembly and the 
garden were bombed. The common char-
acteristic of these two institutions is that 
both are occupied by those who are direct-
ly elected by the people. 

I would like to draw your attention to a 
point in particular. You are here as interna-
tional investors and I address you as inter-
national investors. While there are some 
authoritarian and theocratic regimes in 
the world, democratic regimes outnumber 
them. All Western countries are governed 
by democratic and parliamentary systems. 
Unfortunately, none of these democratic 
countries paid us a visit yet. But we know 
how they went to Belgium and France af-
ter the terrorist attacks. Airports in some 
countries even put up banners that say, 
“Do not go to Turkey, your visit to Turkey 
supports Erdoğan”. What kind of democra-
cy is this? I am not a President who came to 
power with a military coup. I was elected 
with 52 percent of the votes of my people. 

You are very much aware of the progress 
Turkey has made during my 12 years as 
Prime Minister and 2 years as President. 
The steps we have taken with respect to 
global capital are evident. You have first-

hand experience that Turkey is one of the 
most reliable countries with respect to the 
economy. I must say that it is very obvi-
ous that the powers that cannot tolerate 
Turkey’s progress supported this coup at-
tempt. The coup attempt was not planned 
and staged only here at home. I am a 
straightforward person; this coup attempt 
was planned abroad and acted on by actors 
at home. You are also more or less aware of 
that. 

The actors in this coup attempt 
failed to take the people into 
account

The actors in the coup attempt at home 
and abroad failed to take one factor into 
account. What was that? It was the peo-
ple. They could not imagine that the peo-
ple of this nation would lie down in front 
of tanks. We have a Congress Center next 
door to us here. Five people were martyred 
there on the night of the coup. We found 
the severed head of a woman on the roof of 
the Congress Center. 

Now I ask, what were the coup plotters 
thinking as they dropped bombs on the 
people? They dropped bombs on their own 
people from planes and ran over them with 
tanks. Which human with a conscience can 
enact such cruelty? Unfortunately, there 
was a coup attempt in Turkey which was 
very different from previous coups in its 
history. So far, 238 people died and 2,200 
people are injured. 
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The July 15 coup attempt is the latest, 
most bloody, visible and heinous example 
of these armed and unarmed attacks. Tur-
key has been fighting successfully against 
all terrorist organizations and succeeded 
in putting down the coup attempt as well. 
I must say that we did not receive the sup-
port we expected from our friends during 
and after the coup attempt, neither do we 
receive the support of our friends regard-
ing our fight against other terrorist organ-
izations. This fact is plainly evident in the 
reactions both during and in the aftermath 
of the coup attempt. 

We know that someday our friends and al-
lies will understand and acknowledge that 
we were right all along. We hope that they 
reach that point before they experience 
similar tragedies. 

Esteemed Guests, 

I am certainly aware that the situation I 
describe to you does not look good from a 
distance. However, those who have lived in 
Turkey long enough and know our country 
and people well will agree that Turkey is a 
very different country where events and 
developments that seem contradictory can 
happen simultaneously. Terrorist attacks 
that take place in one part of our country 
does not stop social, economic and cultural 
activities from going ahead in other parts. 
It is even possible to see this distinction 
within the same district of a province or 
even in neighborhoods.

It is true that there was a coup attempt on 
July 15, but this does not change the fact 
that life goes on as normal the next day. As 

you may have observed, economic indica-
tors showed a speedy recovery and normal-
ization after a short period of fluctuation 
following the coup attempt. The US Dollar 
is back to less than 3.00 Turkish Lira and 
the stock market is on the rise. Other data 
also indicate recovery and a positive trend. 
Our foreign exchange reserves at the Cen-
tral Bank did not decrease. On the contra-
ry, the reserves increased to more than 125 
billion dollars. Unemployment and inter-
est rates remain below 10 percent. I believe 
that we will maintain the 4 percent growth 
rate from the first quarter until the end of 
the year. 

Our people did not rush to markets, banks 
or exchange offices. When a state of emer-
gency would be declared in the past, there 
would be a rush to the supermarkets and 
people would start hoarding. In this case 
however, people did not stay indoors. They 
took to the streets. It was the people who 
fought against the coup plotters for their 
freedom and future. The coup attempt 
should be considered unique because it 
showed that Turkey has a functioning free 
market economy that will never be dis-
rupted no matter what the circumstances. 

International investors never 
lose on their investments in 
Turkey

As a country and a nation, we demonstrat-
ed a number of times that we have the capa-
bility and means to handle every problem 
within our borders. Turkey is a country 
with high aspirations and a serious poten-
tial to achieve these aspirations. Our goal is 
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reasons that made millions of people take 
to the streets. Those who think that Tur-
key is too busy with domestic matters due 
to these challenges to focus on the global 
agenda are wrong as this would be an in-
correct analysis. We know that the motive 
behind some of the challenges we face to-
day is to divert our attention away from the 
world and keep us busy with domestic is-
sues. However, we know very well that the 
only way out is to integrate with the devel-
oped world. 

The differences of opinion we have with 
some countries and institutions are not an 
obstacle for our economic goals. There are 
significant differences in political views 
even between the countries of the Europe-
an Union. Likewise, we are all aware of the 
profound differences in terms of political 
views between the most powerful coun-
tries of the world, especially the Europe-
an Union, the United States, Russia and 
China. It is not fair to say that having such 
differing views would have an impact on 
Turkey when they do not constitute a prob-
lem for other countries. In particular, it is 
completely wrong to think that such differ-
ences of opinion will give rise to sanctions 
for companies from that country. 

In addition, Turkey should be appreciat-
ed for another reason. We cannot prevent 
terrorism-related crises in our region, but 
we have been able to prevent them from 
getting in our way despite our geographi-
cal proximity. Despite all the tension and 
differences of opinion between us, we did 

not take any irresponsible actions that 
would have caused trouble for Europe and 
the Western countries even during the ref-
ugee crisis. Put simply, we protected Eu-
rope. We protected Europe by admitting 3 
million Syrian and Iraqi refugees into our 
country. Nevertheless, Europe has not kept 
its promises. Turkey spent 12.5 billion dol-
lars on refugees from the state budget. We 
believe that we did not suffer any humani-
tarian, political or economic loss by acting 
this way; on the contrary, we made signifi-
cant gains. 

Even in the crisis with Russia over the 
downing of their plane, we acted responsi-
bly with respect to our economic relations 
despite the offensive steps taken by Russia. 
God willing, I will visit Russia on the 9th of 
the month. We will discuss our economic 
relations.

Esteemed Guests,

You know through first-hand experience 
the importance Turkey attaches to interna-
tional investments made in our country. 

We aim to become one of the top ten most 
developed countries, increasing total GDP 
to 2 trillion dollars, income per capita to 
25,000 dollars and foreign trade volume to 
1 trillion dollars by 2023. We will do this 
together with entrepreneurs and investors. 
Therefore, we will not take any steps that 
will harm or upset investors. You may rest 
assured of that. 

to make full use of this potential with the 
projects we prepare and carry out. 

Many of you here witnessed the last 14 
years in Turkey’s history. Turkey never 
gave up on its main aims and projects de-
spite the crises, obstacles, many attacks 
and provocations it faced. Was the con-
struction of the Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge 
interrupted? Was the Eurasia Tunnel pro-
ject stopped? Did we stop the construction 
of divided highways? They are all under-
way. The construction of airports is also 
underway. We said, “There is no stopping, 
we will keep going.” Hopefully, we will 
open the Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge on Au-
gust 26. No international investor working 
with us in the last 14 years recorded a loss 
in this country; on the contrary, they al-
ways gained and will continue to do so in 
the future. 

The economic situation was always on the 
agenda at the meetings of the National Se-
curity Council, the Council of Ministers 
and all other meetings during the days 
following the coup attempt. We need to 
take two steps. First, the state of emergen-
cy declared after the coup attempt makes 
it possible to act more swiftly in terms of 
the actions to be taken by the government. 
Secondly, we need to start restructuring 
the Turkish Armed Forces. We have to take 
these steps. I am sorry to see that some are 
doubtful about these actions. 

We take every opportunity to emphasize 
our determination with respect to econom-
ic reforms. We agree with our colleagues 

about the need to swiftly enact the legisla-
tion pertaining to economic reform wait-
ing to be approved in the Grand National 
Assembly of Turkey. Since the processes 
dealing with the coup attempt are conduct-
ed by decrees, the agenda of the Assembly 
will not be blocked and economic reform 
packages will be debated without delay.

Esteemed Guests, 

In this process, Turkey proved, without a 
doubt, its commitment to democracy, fun-
damental rights and freedoms and the rule 
of law. All steps were taken in compliance 
with the Constitution and the laws. The As-
sembly and the Government carry on with 
their work without interruption. There has 
not been nor will there ever be any inter-
ference, no matter how small, in the econ-
omy due to the state of emergency. Imple-
mentation of the state of emergency in 
our country fully complies with European 
Union procedures. In fact, we implement 
a state of emergency that is much softer 
in many areas than the one in the Europe-
an countries despite the fact that we suf-
fered a much graver attack in the form of 
a coup attempt. What did France do? They 
declared a state of emergency for 3+3+6 
months, in other words, one year. 

Differences of opinion with 
some countries is not an obstacle 
to our economic goals

We will take firm action in order to ensure 
peace in my country and to eliminate the 
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people, but submitted their will to anoth-
er power. I believe that these people were 
responsible for a considerable number of 
the problems we have faced so far. 

I also believe that things will be done 
properly now with public employees who 
are faithful to the hierarchy of the insti-
tutions and fulfill their duties within the 
framework of the powers assigned to 
them by laws and other regulations. 

In the business community, people who 
acted in cooperation with the FETÖ ter-
rorist organization that spread like can-
cer and created unfair competition will be 
deprived of this opportunity. Public em-
ployees who make things difficult for in-
vestors, cause needless delays and do not 
provide support will have no excuse now. 
If you face such impediments from pub-
lic employees, please report them so that 
they will be dismissed right away. Our 
goal is to work hard. There is no position 
available in the state to those whose aim 
is to hinder and ask for “favors” or “con-
sideration.” 

If there are legislative barriers, they will 
be amended. You can submit your re-
quests to us through the International 
Investors Association (YASED) and the 
Union of Chambers and Commodity Ex-
changes of Turkey (TOBB). This is as im-
portant to me, the Prime Minister, Deputy 
Prime Ministers, Ministers, Undersecre-
taries and Directors General as overcom-
ing the coup attempt. 

We attach great importance to 
rapidly increasing investments 
in our country

Esteemed Friends, 

Our agenda is not only about the coup 
attempt, the actions of terrorist organi-
zations or measures to be taken against 
them. We are already taking firm and swift 
action in these respects, but we also have 
the Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge which will 
be inaugurated on August 26 on our agen-
da. The Eurasia Tunnel will be opened 
on December 20. We also have the 1915 
Çanakkale Bridge on our agenda. “Channel 
Istanbul” is another project which we are 
determined to complete. We have plans 
for completing the construction of high-
speed railways and initiating the construc-
tion of new lines. Our agenda is dominat-
ed by our desire to increase investments, 
employment, exports and qualified labor 
force. We also aim to provide a vision to 
new generations. In short, we would like 
to move forward with each step. Had we 
been caught up in the past or given up in 
face of obstacles, we could not have tripled 
growth in Turkey in 14 years. 

I also have a request. One of the most im-
portant items on our agenda is the defense 
industry. Let us build our own defense in-
dustry together. Let us do this with ven-
tures between national and global capital. 
Can we do this? We can. We are currently 
manufacturing unmanned air vehicles. 
Hopefully, we will manufacture our own 

This process created an 
opportunity for the revision of 
the state structure in Turkey

It is clear that you have some questions. 
First of all, I would like to assure you that 
Turkey does not lack a qualified labor 
force. We have approximately 3,340,000 
public employees in Turkey. As a result 
of recent investigations, 62,000 were sus-
pended. We should not forget that if the 
claims against some of them are proven to 
be unfounded as a result of investigations 
and proceedings, they can return to their 
duties. 

You may say that the number of staff sus-
pended from duty in some institutions is 
very high. Which institutions are they? 
For example, the judiciary. If the judici-
ary is run by personnel who focus solely 
on their work and not on external inter-
ventions, and do not act on the orders of 
some irresponsible people, this will not 
slow down the judicial system; on the con-
trary, it will ensure a proper and smooth 
functioning of the system. Also, there will 
be new recruitment, therefore, we will not 
experience any shortage of personnel. 

This is also true for the police force. Al-
though thousands of high ranking of-
ficers have been suspended or expelled, 
security services were not disrupted. On 
the contrary, it is of higher quality now. 
The Police Force was one of the organiza-
tions which was infested with the parallel 

structure; it was their breeding ground. 
We could not be informed about the coup 
on time because the first thing that the 
parallel structure did was to corrupt our 
intelligence organization. We reestab-
lished intelligence networks in other are-
as to a great extent. As you know, in the 
United States, the CIA and the FBI are not 
the only organizations, there are tens of 
other intelligence organizations. Turkey 
is now reestablishing its intelligence net-
works. This is why I consider these efforts 
as a “restructuring of the state” and the 
“restructuring of our armed forces.” 

Some politicians may say that everything 
is too rushed. What am I supposed to do, 
if they are not ready? We did not start to 
take these steps immediately after the 
coup. We were already doing this. I believe 
that this situation has created an opportu-
nity to revise Turkey’s state structure. It 
is imperative that we establish a powerful 
intelligence mechanism to combat the ac-
tivities of this organization. 

You can be sure that the suspensions in 
other institutions will yield positive re-
sults as well. For example, we will close 
down the Presidency of Telecommunica-
tions and Communication (TİB) because 
it is one of the places filled with these 
villains. TİB will be transferred to the 
Information and Communication Tech-
nologies Authority (BTK). BTK will take 
the necessary steps on this matter. Public 
employees that were affiliated with this 
organization did not serve their state and 
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warplanes and passenger planes. At one 
point, we will also make our own missiles. 
Work is underway in these areas and we 
are determined to achieve these goals. 

We always maintained a broad vision, 
aimed for the horizon, never gave up the 
struggle even for a moment to realize our 
accomplishments. We are working to build 
the future based on the lessons we learned 
from the past. We are determined to con-
tinue on this blessed journey from the past 
to the future.

We will overcome the disinformation in 
the West about our country with your help. 
Therefore, communication is very impor-
tant. It is also very important to us to rapid-
ly increase investments in our country. We 
will continue to provide investors with the 
support they need. 

We will never forget our friends who walk 
with us on this path and trust, help and 

support us today. This country and nation 
have never let down those who trusted 
them. I personally witnessed many exam-
ples in this regard. 

We have a nice saying. We say, “First the 
companion, then the road.” The companion 
comes first. We see you as our companions. 
We will work together, make gains togeth-
er and work jointly towards greater goals. 
May Allah help and guide us. 

I would like to thank all international in-
vestors for meeting us today and confirm-
ing their trust in Turkey. 

I would like to once again express my 
thanks for your interest on behalf of my-
self and my people. As the President serv-
ing his people 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year, it is my primary duty to pay attention 
to your issues. I would like you to know 
that the door is always open to you. I salute 
you all with respect and affection.

Distinguished President, Distinguished 
Secretary General, Distinguished Heads of 
State and Government, Distinguished Del-
egates,

I would like to greet you on behalf of my-
self, my country and my nation.

I wish success to the 71st Session of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations 
and hope that it yields beneficial results 
for all countries and peoples. I would like 
to congratulate Mr. Peter Thomson who 
has taken over the presidency and thank 
Mr. Mogens Lykketoft for his work during 

The United Nations Cannot 
Ensure Justice Around 

The World With Its Current 
Structure

71st Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
New York, USA | September 20, 2016
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countries where it is active. In other words, 
a significant majority of the countries rep-
resented in the General Assembly are un-
der threat from this organization. 

This organization is so intellectually de-
generate that it wants to control not only 
Turkey but the whole world. Its basic strat-
egy is to shroud itself with the cloak of ed-
ucation, dialog, tolerance and non-govern-
mental organizations in order to infiltrate 
public institutions, influence society and 
dominate economic resources.

I would like to call on all of our friends to 
urgently take necessary measures against 
the Fethullah Gülen Terrorist Organiza-
tion for their own security. Our experience 
shows that if you do not fight against FETÖ 
today, tomorrow may be too late. I would 
like to emphasize that this organization’s 
entities and followers use words such as 
“Turkey” and “Turkish”; in fact, they have 
nothing to do with our country.

Distinguished President, Distinguished 
Delegates,

We are approaching the sixth year of the 
humanitarian crisis in Syria. So far, ap-
proximately 600 thousand people lost 
their lives in this war where 12 million peo-
ple were displaced, 5 million of whom took 
refuge in other countries.

There are 2.7 million Syrians only in Tur-
key. We do not ask our brothers and sisters 
“why they came to Turkey”. We have never 
closed our doors on aggrieved people. We 

fulfilled our human and conscientious re-
sponsibility to people fleeing bombs, barrel 
bombs. We will continue to help them. The 
world and the West may close its doors on 
Syrians victims, but we will never close our 
doors. Why? Because we are all human be-
ings. We must keep our doors open to hu-
manity in the face of such a catastrophe.

I know that the international community 
has been listening to these figures indif-
ferently and without reaction for a long 
time. In fact, each figure corresponds to a 
person. The people of Syria are perishing in 
the claws of proxy wars shaped by a cruel 
government, merciless terrorist organiza-
tions, and global and regional hostility.

Unfortunately, the international commu-
nity has failed the test for humanitarian 
values and conscience. The documented 
amount of money we spent for Syrian refu-
gees until now has totaled 12.5 billion dol-
lars. Non-governmental organizations and 
municipalities spent as much as we did. So, 
the overall spending amounts to approx-
imately 25 billion dollars. And how much 
did the world send us? The support sent 
by the United Nations, under whose roof 
I now stand, is only 525 million dollars. 
Did the European Union send aid? Unfor-
tunately, the European Union did not keep 
its promise either. We received 178 million 
dollars through UNICEF. We do not spend 
these small amounts of aid on Turkey, we 
spend them on refugees.

We have been careful to act in communi-
cation and cooperation with regional and 

his term. I would also like to thank Mr. Ban 
Ki-moon, who will soon complete a decade 
full of global challenges, for his invaluable 
contributions.

Distinguished President, Distinguished 
Delegates,  

Humanity is experiencing a historic peak 
in science, technology, economic devel-
opment and health conditions in the first 
quarter of the 21st century. However, this 
brilliant picture also has a dark, shameful 
side to it. Hundreds of thousands of chil-
dren, women, young people and old people 
continue to die in Syria, Iraq and many oth-
er countries; they suffer in the grip of death 
and persecution. Refugees fleeing death 
and persecution receive degrading treat-
ment in European cities. Terrorist organi-
zations such as Daesh, Al-Nusra and PYD/
YPG carry on with their activities in this 
region. The disputes in the Caucasus run 
the risk of turning into hot conflicts. There 
are many problems waiting for solutions in 
places ranging from Yemen to Ukraine.

Meanwhile, people in many countries have 
to deal with famine, epidemics, poverty 
and ignorance. This is a disgraceful situa-
tion hurting humanity’s dignity and con-
science. Sadly, many of these crises and 
problems can in fact be solved easily. The 
peace, welfare and safety of future gen-
erations depend largely on the measures 
that we will take today. It is time to show 
leadership with an awareness of our moral 
responsibilities and to solve our problems 
with determination.

Distinguished President, Esteemed Dele-
gates,

Today, terrorist organizations use a wide 
variety of methods. On July 15, Turkey 
faced a heinous coup attempt by the Fethul-
lah Gülen Terrorist Organization, shortly 
known as FETÖ. This terrorist organiza-
tion martyred 241 citizens and wounded 2 
thousand 194 citizens. It used fighter jets 
to bomb the Parliament, the Presidential 
Complex and the police force. Their tanks 
roamed the streets to run over people; they 
used helicopters and military vehicles to 
shoot civilians.

The coup attempt was defeated thanks to 
our people who bravely protected our de-
mocracy, government, freedom, future 
and constitutional order. I am proud of 
my nation for protecting democracy. I am 
proud of my nation for keeping democracy 
watches through the night for 29 days. I am 
proud of my nation for defeating the hei-
nous coup attempt by lying down in front 
of tanks and putting their lives in danger. 
I am able to speak before you today thanks 
to my nation’s brave and noble behavior. 

The July 15 coup was against 
democracy in the world 

We should keep in mind the fact that the 
coup attempt against Turkey was also 
against democracy in the world. Our na-
tion taught a historic lesson to the putsch-
ists and also became a source of inspiration 
for all peoples who believe in democracy. 
This “new generation terrorist organiza-
tion” is a threat against the national securi-
ty of not only Turkey but also of all the 170 
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global actors since the beginning in the be-
lief that this is humanity’s common prob-
lem. We could not have remained silent 
in the face of the catastrophe our Syrian 
neighbors and relatives are living through; 
we did not and will not remain silent. We 
embraced approximately 3 million Syrians 
who took refuge in Turkey without any eth-
nic, sectarian or religious discrimination. 
We will continue to support the people we 
are hosting in tent and container cities. 

The European Union should keep 
its promise 

Those who promised to make contribu-
tions to Turkey, especially the European 
Union, have still not kept their promise. 
We are waiting for these promises to be 
kept. The United Nations should also 
keep its promise. The 71st Session of the 
United Nations is vital in making this 
voice heard throughout the world. The 
international community’s contribution 
to the Syrian victims should not be only 
525 million dollars.

I would like to address the international 
community and my European friends who 
see Syrian refugees as a vital threat against 
them: it is futile to try to find peace behind 
barbed wire and high walls.

We cannot prevent irregular migration, so-
cial problems and security risks unless we 
urgently find solutions to problems such as 
education, employment and housing that 
the Syrian refugees are facing. The root 

cause of the problems lies in Syria and we 
cannot lose any more time to put an end 
to the atmosphere of conflict, terror and 
persecution and find a political solution in 
Syria.

Dear Friends,

Turkey takes the territorial integrity and 
political unity of Syria more seriously than 
any other country. We have never had our 
eyes on Syrian territory. Syria belongs to 
Syrians. No one should have their eyes on 
Syrian territory.

The Operation Euphrates Shield, which 
started with our support to the Syrian 
opposition, is of critical importance to 
re-establish stability, peace and balance 
in a region marked by hopelessness. This 
operation has clearly shown that fighting 
against Daesh is not a priority for the PKK/
PYD terrorist organization. This operation 
boosted the confidence of the moderate op-
position in Syria. In fact, it also encouraged 
local forces in Iraq who want to rid them-
selves of Daesh terror. 

Turkey’s border with Syria is 911 kilom-
eters long. We are under threat, but we 
have always been patient. As you know, 
they used a 14-year-old suicide bomber at 
a wedding ceremony in Gaziantep on Au-
gust 24. We lost 56 citizens and approx-
imately 100 people were wounded. This 
incident was the last straw. Turkey could 
not have remained patient any longer. We 
went into Jarabulus with the moderate op-
position in Syria and intervened. We then 
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defeated Daesh in Al-Rai. As a result, the 
people of Jarabulus settled in Jarabulus, 
those of Al-Rai settled in Al-Rai. The region 
from Azaz to the Euphrates is no longer a 
terror corridor.

The objective of the operation was to set 
up this safe zone. The people of Jarabulus 
whom we saved from terrorist organiza-
tions started to go back to their homes in 
safety and peace. We then started working 
on repairing the region’s electricity and 
water infrastructure. The Red Crescent, 
AFAD and non-governmental organiza-
tions meet the local people’s needs locally. 
We also plan to build settlement areas with 
all necessary social facilities to benefit the 
refugees who had to leave the country. We 
must be determined and work together to 
ensure that the areas we have secured are 
declared “no-fly zones”.

In addition, the Syrian regime does not al-
low aid under United Nations supervision 
to reach the people of Aleppo who are in 
urgent need of humanitarian aid. How 
much longer will the United Nations and 
the Security Council tolerate the Syrian 
regime’s “surrender or die” policy which 
forces people to famine?

Turkey ranks in first place in 
humanitarian aid 

Distinguished President, Distinguished 
Delegates,

It looks like it will not be easy to estab-
lish an ideal political system to preserve 

the ethnic and sectarian diversity which 
is Iraq’s biggest strength. Therefore, the 
Mosul Operation should be carried out by 
taking into consideration the sensitivities 
of the people in the region. Otherwise, a 
new humanitarian crisis which can cause 
new problems in the region and turn more 
than one million people into refugees will 
be inevitable. We should not leave the Iraqi 
people alone at this critical time when they 
need the full support of the international 
community.

The international community owes Pales-
tinian children the opportunity to live in 
free Palestine based on a two-state solu-
tion, with East Jerusalem as its capital. In 
particular, Israel should respect the sanc-
tity of Haram al-Sharif and put an end to 
the violations against its status. We will 
try to benefit from our relations with Isra-
el, which are normalized, to facilitate the 
peace process and to overcome the eco-
nomic and humanitarian difficulties our 
Palestinian brothers and sisters are facing. 
We are continuing our work on delivering 
humanitarian aid to Gaza.

I would like to talk about an important 
topic: Turkey hosted the World Humani-
tarian Summit for the first time in history 
last May. We believe that the summit is an 
important opportunity to find new ways to 
effectively intervene in crises.

Let me be clear about one point: top three 
countries providing aid to the least de-
veloped countries are the United States, 
the United Kingdom and Turkey. Turkey 

is ranked in first place in aid as a ratio of 
gross national product. As the country 
which hosts the highest number of refu-
gees, we do our best to prevent irregular 
migration.

On Turkey’s initiative, the General As-
sembly of the United Nations discussed 
Syrian refugees for the first time last year. 
Likewise, migration and terrorism were 
included in the G20 agenda upon Turkey’s 
initiative. We work in cooperation with the 
European Union on the refugee crisis. In an 
effort to prevent deaths in the Aegean Sea, 
we were able decrease the number of irreg-
ular migrants from 7 thousand per day in 
October 2015 to approximately 50 in re-
cent months. This shows that Turkey has 
successfully fulfilled its obligations within 
the framework of its agreement with the 
European Union. However, it saddens us 
to see that the European Union seems to 
have forgotten the promises it made with 
that agreement and keeps giving us flimsy 
excuses.

Distinguished President, Distinguished 
Delegates, 

The United Nations needs reform. We ap-
preciate the steps taken under the leader-
ship of Ban Ki-Moon to reform the United 
Nations and the efforts to make its peace-
keeping and peacebuilding activities more 
effective. However, these efforts clearly 
cannot reach their objectives unless the 
Security Council which is the main body 
for international peace and security is re-
formed. Therefore, I take every opportuni-

ty to remind the international community 
that “The world is bigger than 5”.

The world cannot be limited by 
what 5 countries want 

The United Nations Security Council, 
which was set up under the conditions of 
the World War, cannot remain the same 
under current circumstances. The whole 
world cannot be limited by what the five 
Security Council countries want. The Se-
curity Council with 5 permanent and 10 
non-permanent members cannot create 
peace. A United Nations Security Council 
without representation for all countries 
cannot establish justice.

3 members of the Security Council are 
from Europe, 1 from Asia and 1 from 
America. How about the other countries 
of the world? This needs to be taken into 
consideration. We suggest that the United 
Nations should have 20 permanent mem-
bers and that all countries should be repre-
sented in rotation. Global justice can only 
be ensured by such a system.

We must reach the most comprehensive 
consensus possible for a Security Council 
reform to make it more representative, 
democratic, equitable, transparent and 
effective. You are in trouble if you have to 
consider “what happens if you speak up”. 
This would not allow you to engage in pol-
itics. A politician should have a backbone, 
speak up and stand for what he believes in. 
Such an approach will give the world the 
justice it needs.
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Islamophobia, which is another face of 
racism and xenophobia, is a very impor-
tant topic for Turkey which has millions of 
citizens living abroad. About a decade ago, 
the then Prime Minister of Spain and I led 
the Alliance of Civilizations Project which 
aims to find lasting solutions to such dan-
gerous trends that presently threaten us. 
Similarly, we are glad to see that there is 
now more interest in the Mediation for 
Peace initiative which we led with Finland 
under the umbrella of the United Nations 
in 2010.

The 2030 Sustainable Development Agen-
da contains ambitious and transformative 
goals for all of us. Official Development 
Assistance is the most important source 
to support the development efforts of the 

least developed countries in particular. 
Turkey’s Official Development Assistance 
reached 3.9 billion dollars in 2015. This 
corresponds to 0.54 percent of the GNP 
which is significantly above the OECD av-
erage and brings us very close to the Unit-
ed Nations target of 0.7 percent. Turkey ex-
ceeded its commitment to give 200 million 
dollars per year in assistance to the least 
developed countries and gave more than 
1.5 billion dollars in 5 years.

As I end my remarks, I hope that the 71st 
Session of the General Assembly will be 
a good beginning to end suffering and to 
change the world. I salute all United Na-
tions member states and peoples whole-
heartedly. All the best.

Distinguished Secretary General, Distin-
guished Heads of State, Distinguished Del-
egates, 

I would like to greet you on behalf of my 
country and my nation.

On behalf of myself and my nation, I would 
like to thank the President of the United 
States Mr. Obama for organizing this sum-
mit at the peak of global refugee crisis.

Unfortunately, the number of refugees 
around the world breaks new records 
every year. Approximately 600 thousand 
people lost their lives in the civil war in 
Syria which has been going on for almost 
six years. 12 million people have been 
displaced and 5 million have had to leave 
their country. Turkey hosts approximately 
3 million Syrians who have left their coun-
try. Let us not forget that these numbers 

The Refugee Problem Cannot 
Be Solved Without Equitable 

Burden-Sharing

UN Leaders Summit on Refugees | New York, USA | September 20, 2016
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are about “people”. We cannot solve this 
problem swiftly unless we remember our 
own experiences and that of our friends in 
order to empathize with the tragedy of so 
many people.

I would like to comment on the tragedy 
that President Obama and the Secretary 
General just talked about because I believe 
there is benefit in drawing attention to this 
matter. I am sure you remember the tragic 
image of baby Aylan’s dead body washed 
ashore. You probably still remember Om-
ran, the little child who was taken to an am-
bulance after he was pulled out of the rub-
ble of his home bombarded in Aleppo and 
who innocently sat in the ambulance cov-
ered in dust and blood. I am sure you also 
recall how a refugee who had risked death 
to reach European countries was tripped as 
he was running towards hope while carry-
ing his child. These are just a few examples 
of the hundreds of thousands and millions 
of people I just talked about.

Unfortunately, the international commu-
nity failed this test miserably and did not 
uphold humanitarian and conscientious 
values. No one can remain innocent in a 
world where babies, women and civilians 
die and are killed. We know that the hu-
manitarian and moral destruction wors-
ens with every passing hour and day. We 
must act urgently and with determina-
tion to stop these crises; we are already 
running late. Otherwise, we will be una-
ble to explain to future generations and 
to history why we were late in preventing 
such persecution even though we had the 
means to do so.

We do not want to condemn 
refugees to life in camps

Distinguished Friends,

As the representative of the country which 
hosts the highest number of refugees, I 
would like to share with you our opinions 
about what we need to do and what we 
should refrain from doing. Since the be-
ginning, Turkey has focused on people and 
kept its borders open to everyone fleeing 
persecution. We approach everyone with 
the same compassion regardless of their 
ethnicity, belief, sect or disposition. We try 
to meet all of the needs of approximately 3 
million Syrian and Iraqi refugees.

So far, we spent approximately 25 billion 
dollars on refugees, 12 billion dollars 
of which came from the central budget. 
Non-governmental organizations spent al-
most the same amount of money. However, 
the support we received from the whole 
world totals only 512 million dollars. We 
do not want to condemn refugees to life in 
camps. Currently only 300 thousand refu-
gees out of 3 million are hosted in tent and 
container cities; the others live in homes 
in different cities. We started to naturalize 
our Syrian brothers and sisters. In fact, this 
step creates a potential social problem and 
security risk for us, but we took this risk 
and do not regret it. 15 thousand Syrians 
completed their vocational training and 
are now employed.

Turkey has always emphasized the strong 
link between migration and development 
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and tried to put the refugee crisis at the top 
of the international agenda. We brought 
this issue up during our presidency of the 
G20 last year and at the G20 meeting last 
month. We also tried to raise awareness 
about it during our chairmanship of the 
Global Forum on Migration and Develop-
ment. The World Humanitarian Summit 
Turkey hosted last May for the first time 
was a historic meeting from this perspec-
tive. We will continue with such work in 
the future.

Distinguished Participants, 

There are approximately 835 thousand 
school age Syrian children in Turkey. We 
were able to put 310 thousand children in 
schools thanks to public means and civil 
society organizations. Our objective is to 
ensure that not even a single child is de-
prived of education. I would like to call on 
all countries and civil actors to contribute 
to our country’s efforts.

Another important issue is to give refu-
gees the opportunity to live in other coun-
tries through resettlement programs. I 
hope that we will soon be able reach the 
resettlement targets of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees. While 
we protect the Syrians within our borders, 
we also take concrete steps to prevent ir-
regular migration.

In the past year, we developed a significant 
cooperation framework with the European 
Union about the refugee crisis. We made 
mutual commitments with the under-
standing that we can overcome this prob-
lem by sharing the burden and responsi-
bilities. We were able decrease the daily 
irregular migration numbers from 7 thou-
sand in October 2015 to an average of 50 
in recent months thanks to the measures 
we took. This means that Turkey has suc-
cessfully fulfilled its commitments in the 
agreement with the European Union.

However, the European Union, unfortu-
nately, has not kept the promises it made in 
the agreement dated March 18, 2016. Tur-
key, which has been left on its own since 
the beginning of the Syrian crisis, is once 
more facing the same fate. We will solve 
this problem somehow or other. However, 
the international community and the Eu-
ropean Union in particular can never ac-
count for their inconsistency in the face of 
such a fundamental humanitarian crisis.

It is impossible to meet our goals in solv-
ing the refugee crisis without equitable 
burden-sharing. I hope that today’s sum-
mit will create a new level of awareness; I 
also hope that this summit will make new 
commitments and honor them. I salute all 
of you with respect.

Distinguished Heads of State and Gov-
ernment, Esteemed Ministers, Esteemed 
Representatives of the Energy Community, 
Dear Guests, 

I would like to greet you with respect and 
affection. I would like to welcome you to 
our country and Istanbul, this beautiful 
city which brings together continents and 
civilizations.

It is a pleasure to host you on the occasion 
of this important and historic meeting. I 
hope that the 23rd World Energy Congress 
will be fruitful for our country and for hu-
manity.

I wish success to this congress which brings 
together the leading actors from interna-
tional organizations and the energy com-

We Are Fighting For Our Energy 
Security, As Well As That of 

The World

Opening Ceremony of the World Energy Congress 
Istanbul | October 10, 2016



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5” September 2014 - December 2019Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

197196

6-8 percent annually. We are working on 
ensuring the security of supply and diver-
sifying our energy mix to meet the demand 
for energy.

Turkey is located in a region which holds 
approximately two thirds of the world’s 
proven natural gas reserves, including the 
Middle East and the Caspian Basin. Turkey 
led very important projects to bring the re-
gion’s energy resources to global markets. 
Blue Stream, Iran and the Baku-Tbilisi-Er-
zurum natural gas pipelines and Intercon-
nector Turkey-Greece projects confirmed 
Turkey’s position on a global scale. We also 
commissioned the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil 
pipeline which ensures the flow of Caspian 
oil, especially Azeri oil, to Ceyhan.

We are constructing the Trans-Anatolian 
Natural Gas Pipeline TANAP which we de-
veloped with Azerbaijan as the backbone 
of the Southern Gas Corridor. TANAP and 
the Trans-Adriatic pipeline to which it will 
connect will take Azeri gas to European 
markets as well as Turkey. We are working 
hard to make Turkmen gas a part of this 
project.

We look favorably on Russia’s TurkStream 
Project which aims to transport gas that 
we currently get over the Balkans directly 
across the Black Sea. The second phase of 
this project will be developed according to 
the developments in the European natural 

gas markets. East Mediterranean gas is a 
new alternative in our efforts to diversify 
our resources. Studies show that Turkey is 
the most profitable and economical route 
for this gas.

We are an energy consumer and 
transit country 

We are on the eve of making new invest-
ments to make our country a hub for natu-
ral gas and energy. We will be taking very 
critical steps and making large investments 
in this area at the end of this year and in 
2017. They will bring us one step closer 
to becoming a reliable natural gas trading 
partner for the countries of the region.

Energy has three dimensions: supply, 
transportation and consumption. Turkey 
is not a supplier country. It is a transit 
country. We want to contribute to the secu-
rity of Europe’s natural gas supply. We aim 
to create the fourth natural gas corridor to 
Europe in addition to the Russian Federa-
tion, Algeria and Norway. When it is oper-
ational, TANAP will have created a new al-
ternative for natural gas supply to Europe. 
Interconnector Turkey-Greece was the first 
concrete step in this important project for 
Europe.

Nuclear energy is another important topic. 
Turkey and the Russian Federation signed 
an intergovernmental agreement for the 

munity, as well as country representatives. 
I would like to congratulate the organizers.

Distinguished Guests, Dear Friends,

We hope to send the message of “Let’s 
Share for Peace” to the world in this con-
gress known as the world’s “Energy Olym-
pics”. Our aim is to make this congress a 
platform to exchange ideas about our vi-
sion and scenarios on energy and to turn 
energy into an instrument for peace and 
justice.

Access to energy in Africa, a topic that Tur-
key takes every opportunity to voice in all 
international platforms, will undoubtedly 
be an important agenda item in this con-
gress. We examined this topic in detail at 
the World Humanitarian Summit held in 
Istanbul in May. Turkey has a different 
perspective on the problems in Africa than 
most of the countries interested in this 
continent. First of all, I would like to re-em-
phasize the fact that our country’s and na-
tion’s history does not include the shame 
of colonialism. Today Turkey’s approach to 
Africa is not based on its natural resources, 
human resources or other interests.

Our primary aim is to rekindle the strong 
historical ties with Central and North Af-
rica based solely on humanitarian values. 
We are trying to embrace all of Africa as 
part of our efforts to extend a helping hand 
to all aggrieved and oppressed people in 
the world. Our work on this continent is 
based on the principle of “seizing Africa’s 
opportunities with Africans”. The expecta-

tion of the people on the continent is not 
exploitation based on hidden agendas, but 
the creation of “African solutions to Afri-
ca’s problems”.

With this principle in mind, we made “in-
clusive” growth one of the basic aims of the 
G20 during our presidency in 2015, in ad-
dition to “strong”, “sustainable” and “bal-
anced” growth. We believe that one of the 
most critical problems is the lack of access 
to energy in the continent.

We are working on diversifying 
our energy mix 

It is impossible to talk about development, 
investment, growth, health, nutrition and 
heating without solving the energy prob-
lem. Out of the 1.1 billion people deprived 
of energy around the world, 650 million 
live in Sub-Saharan Africa. While the 
North lives in wealth, the South has diffi-
culty meeting its basic needs. We focused 
our work in this region due to the urgen-
cy of the situation. The leaders approved 
the G20 Energy Access Action Plan during 
our presidency. I believe that this plan will 
ensure better coordination of the existing 
work on energy access.

Esteemed Guests,

Turkey is largely dependent on foreign en-
ergy sources. In addition, Turkey’s growth 
rate in the past 14 years in particular has 
been above the global average. As a result, 
our energy demand has been growing by 
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Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant in 2010. 
We also signed an agreement with Japan 
for the construction of the Sinop Nuclear 
Power Plant on the Black Sea shore. We are 
now working on the third nuclear power 
plant project because we need a lot of ener-
gy for advanced technology projects. Our 
objective is to generate approximately 10 
percent of our energy from nuclear sourc-
es in the years ahead.

Turkey is in a special and privileged posi-
tion in renewable energy. We are working 
to increase the share of solar, wind and hy-
droelectric energy in our energy basket to 
30 percent.

As you can see, Turkey has a significant in-
vestment potential in all aspects of energy. 
Therefore, I call on all energy companies 
to invest in Turkey. Those who believe and 
invest in Turkey have not regretted it and 
will not regret it.

Esteemed Guests,

Energy represents a very significant part 
of the global infrastructure investment 
needs. However, I believe that we need to 
pay attention to the possibility that the re-
cent drop in oil prices may have a negative 
impact on energy investments. Natural gas 
prices will probably follow this trend. In-
vestment decisions that are delayed today 
will inevitably have a negative impact on 

energy security in the future. We need to 
work in closer cooperation and coordina-
tion to prevent such a development. 

Likewise, it is vital to have close coopera-
tion between the public and private sec-
tors to finance global infrastructure in-
vestments, especially energy investments. 
I believe that we can combine the private 
sector’s dynamism with the public sector’s 
investment needs for a fruitful coopera-
tion. Making the necessary energy invest-
ments will have a very positive impact on 
global growth.

We must always remember that these pro-
jects and investments should be in line 
with sustainable development. Last year, 
we witnessed historic developments in this 
respect. We adopted Agenda 2030 in New 
York in September 2015 and the Paris Cli-
mate Agreement in December. This inter-
national platform created new cooperation 
opportunities in the fight against climate 
change as a global challenge. 

Let us try to stop the conflict in 
Syria

Esteemed Guests,

Rich hydrocarbon resources do not always 
ensure wealth, peace and a secure future. 
We have seen and continue to see many 
manifestations of this fact in the Middle 
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East, North and West Africa and Latin 
America. In fact, there are large parts of 
society in these regions which face serious 
problems in accessing basic human needs 
and energy in particular. Today the head of 
state of Venezuela and I talked about these 
issues in great detail. Our neighbors in the 
Middle East offer many striking examples 
of this fact.

I would like to call on the distinguished 
heads of state from around the world and 
distinguished participants: let us work 
hand in hand to bring peace to Syria, Iraq 
and the Middle East. A small child should 
be filled with hope as he looks at the ho-
rizon in Aleppo. However, when children 
look at the horizon in Aleppo, they see 
bombs from planes and helicopters which 
target them. A child looking at the hori-
zon in Mosul should dream freely about 
the future. However, when children look 
at the horizon in Mosul today, all they 
can do is to compare the sectarian threats 
against them before and after the persecu-
tion by Daesh.

Therefore, let us work together to stop the 
conflict in Syria and to ensure that hu-
manitarian aid reaches those in need un-
conditionally. Let us work together to rid 
Mosul of Daesh and sectarian pressures. 
Let us make the best use of our resourc-
es for peace and let us embrace new ho-
rizons together, as stated in the theme of 
the congress.

Esteemed Guests, 

Our call to the world for justice, peace, sta-
bility and security is not an insincere, rhe-
torical declaration. To the contrary, my 
country has always paid a heavy price for 
every value it defends. The price is some-
times only material such as economic cri-
ses; however, we sometimes pay the price 
in blood, as it was the case on July 15.

Approximately 3 months ago, a group of 
terrorists from the Fethullah Gülen Ter-
rorist Organization which infiltrated the 
armed forces attempted a coup targeting 
our nation, democracy and independ-
ence. They bombed the Grand Nation-
al Assembly of Turkey, the Presidential 
Complex, buildings of the police force and 
many other institutions. They used heli-
copters, tanks and heavy arms to fire on 
civilians. The coup attempt failed thanks 
to the courage, resistance and heroism of 
our nation. 241 citizens fell martyr and 2 
thousand 194 were wounded in this hei-
nous attack. The Fethullah Gülen Terror-
ist Organization and its ringleader who 
lives in Pennsylvania are behind the July 
15 coup attempt.

You show your support to our country, 
nation and democracy by coming to Istan-
bul on the occasion of this congress three 
months after this heinous act of terrorism. 
I would like to thank everyone on behalf 

of myself and my nation. I hope that your 
noble stance will set an example to those 
who still refrain from openly supporting 
Turkey and insist on using the putschist 
terrorists as an excuse to lecture us on hu-
man rights and democracy.

It is our right to expect 
international support on 
terrorism

Turkey has other problems in the fight 
against terrorism. In addition to FETÖ, 
we are under heavy attack from terrorist 
organizations such as the PKK and Daesh. 
One of the main reasons for Turkey’s inter-
est in Syria and Iraq is the attacks against 
Turkey by Daesh and PKK/YPG terrorists. 
Daesh carried out suicide bomb attacks 
which cost the lives of hundreds of citizens 
in Ankara, Istanbul, Gaziantep and Diyar-
bakır. The PKK organizes attacks against 
our security forces and citizens in different 
cities almost on a daily basis.

Two days ago, two PKK militants who were 
preparing a terrorist attack involving a car 
loaded with bombs blew themselves up as 
the security forces were about to capture 
them. 

Yesterday the bloody-handed murderers 
moved to action again to martyr 10 sol-
diers and 8 civilians and to wound 27 peo-

ple, out of whom 11 were soldiers. Once 
more, I pray that Allah will have mercy on 
our martyrs and help our veterans in their 
recovery. 

The treacherous attacks against our coun-
try’s unity, integrity and peace cannot and 
will not succeed. They are the final efforts 
of the terrorist organization whose actions 
are curtailed on a daily basis, thanks to the 
successful operations by our security forc-
es. Turkey has the means and willpower to 
fight against all of these terrorist organiza-
tions.

However, since terrorism is a global prob-
lem, Turkey has the right to expect the sup-
port of other countries in the fight against 
terrorism. I believe that we are justified in 
fighting against terrorism in Syria and Iraq 
where there are terrorist threats against 
our country, in the same way as we fight 
against similar threats fiercely in Turkey. 
Turkey’s fight in Syria and Iraq is not out 
of choice; it is out of vital necessity.

The security of the world’s energy resourc-
es depends on rooting out terrorist or-
ganizations and their activities from the 
region. Therefore, we are fighting for the 
energy security of the world as well as our 
national security. I believe that the messag-
es from this World Energy Congress will 
reach their target audience clearly.
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Once more, I would like to wish this con-

gress success and hope that it yields ben-

eficial results for the energy sector and all 

of humanity. I would like to congratulate 

the organizers again and salute you with 

respect and affection.

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Esteemed Guests from the Muslim World 
in Europe and Asia, Dear Brothers and Sis-
ters, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you with heartfelt respect and af-
fection.

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. May the peace, blessings and 
mercy of Allah be upon you.

I wish success to the 9th Eurasia Islamic Coun-
cil organized by the Presidency of Religious 
Affairs and hope that it yields beneficial re-

Muslim Scholars and 
Administrators Should Be 

Aware of Religious Deviances 

9th Eurasia Islamic Council | İstanbul | October 11, 2016
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attempts to divide it and with serious al-
legations that use terrorism as an excuse. 
Those who die in terrorist attacks in the 
Middle East, North Africa and South Asia in 
particular are Muslims; the killers are also 
Muslims. The killers say “Allahu Akbar” as 
they kill, those who die say “Allahu Akbar” 
in their last breath. This is a very important 
problem. This situation makes the Muslim 
world susceptible to interventions by oth-
ers using terrorism as an excuse.

This is not the only problem. Another im-
portant factor which makes the Muslim 
world susceptible to interventions is the 
division due to sectarianism. Today the 
same scenario is playing out in Iraq, Syria 
and Yemen. It was played out in Lebanon 
and even in Turkey at some point; it is still 
an issue. I would like to repeat something 
I use every opportunity to say. My religion 
is not Sunnism, my religion is not Shiism. 
My religion is Islam. I respect all genuine 
interpretations of Islam. Naturally, there 
is one interpretation to which I adhere. 
However, Islam has always taken and will 
always take precedence over any specific 
interpretation as far as I am concerned. 

Unfortunately, we know and see that there 
are groups and countries which wrongly 
and dangerously make this distinction. 
Nobody has the right to act this way. The 
seeds of division sown in the Islamic world 
eventually lead to the shedding of Muslim 
blood. Organizations such as Al-Qaeda, 
Daesh and Boko Haram benefit from such 
weaknesses to create space for themselves 

and to find supporters. Such terrorist or-
ganizations would never be effective if the 
Muslim world and Muslims were to unite 
in consultation, respect and tolerance to 
solve their problems, instead of engaging 
in conflict.

We know that these organizations are the 
product of some schemes supported by 
various powers. However, we should not 
oversimplify the matter by putting all the 
blame on foreign powers and centers of 
global power. We must remember that 
what started this scheme is our weakness-
es, mistakes, ambitions and hostilities. As 
we say in Turkish, “Prick yourself with a 
needle before pricking others with a pack-
ing needle.” In other words, we should try 
to find the root cause of the problem first 
by looking at ourselves, then by looking at 
others. We cannot prevent the shedding of 
Muslim blood as long as we provide a pre-
text to Islamophobes.

Dear Brothers, 

We have with us friends from regions in 
Europe and Asia where Muslims are a mi-
nority. The anti-Islam sentiment or more 
clearly Islamophobia, which started in 
Western countries following the 9/11 ter-
rorist attacks in the United States, is grow-
ing stronger.

Although the motives behind the actions 
of Daesh in Iraq and Syria remain murky, 
they nonetheless add strength to anti-Islam 
movements in Western countries. In fact, 

sults for Muslims and humanity. I would like 
to welcome the scholars, religious leaders 
and friends who came to Turkey from Eu-
rope, the Balkans, the Caucasus, the Black 
Sea basin, Volga region and Central Asia.

It is significant that this meeting is held 
in Istanbul which connects Europe and 
Asia, and at the Dolmabahçe Palace which 
reflects the beauty of this city in the most 
striking manner. Naturally, the most im-
portant aspect of this meeting is that it 
takes place after the coup attempt on July 
15. Had it been a classic coup attempt, it 
probably would not have been on this 
Council’s agenda. Two aspects which make 
July 15 unique and important for this 
group are that those who attempted the 
coup see themselves as a religious commu-
nity and their leader as an alleged Mahdi.

We must analyze thoroughly what moti-
vated the putschists, what forced them to 
lead a double life in an effort to hide them-
selves over the years, and what blinded 
them to the point of pulling guns on their 
own nation and country to shed blood. 
This threat is not unique to Turkey. We 
must not forget that organizations such as 
Al-Qaeda or Daesh, which shed blood in 
and fire on Muslim countries, are also com-
posed of individuals who think they serve 
noble causes. The Fethullah Gülen Terror-
ist Organization, FETÖ for short, is as big 
a threat against Muslims and the world as 
Daesh due to its religious deviance and its 
methods focused on education and trade.

As a matter of fact, the Extraordinary Reli-
gious Council, which was held at the begin-
ning of August immediately after the July 
15 coup attempt and brought together the 
country’s leading scholars, religious lead-
ers and educators, made some significant 
observations about this matter. First of all, 
they reached an agreement on the fact that 
FETÖ is not a religious community or a reli-
gious group. This organization is a seditious 
movement abusing religion: it has question-
able resources, believes that the end justi-
fies the means, aims to create divisions in 
the ummah to damage our unity, and hides 
its real face behind a secret structure.

FETÖ took its first steps outside of Turkey 
in Eurasia and concentrated its activities 
there. It abused the free environment that 
emerged in Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia after a long period of interregnum. The 
organization became active at a time when 
the Muslims in the region needed services, 
development and guidance most. Unfortu-
nately, it worked solely to create a hegemo-
ny. I believe that, thanks to this Council, the 
real face of FETÖ will be revealed in all four 
corners of Eurasia more rapidly. We expect, 
I expect your support and efforts.

They use terrorism as an excuse to 
divide the Islamic world 

Dear Brothers,

The Islamic world is not suffering only 
from terrorist attacks; it is also faced with 
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anyone from the West speak up about this 
brutal event? No.

This incident where we lost 56 people was 
the last straw; we were forced to go to Ja-
rabulus. We kicked Daesh out of Jarabulus. 
However, we did not stop there. We then 
worked in cooperation with the moderate 
opposition and entered Al-Rai. We rooted 
out all terrorist elements from Al-Rai.

We said to the United States, “PYD and 
YPG will not be in Manbij.” The President 
said that “they will not”, in response to our 
request. We said to the President, “90-95 
percent of this region is Arab. Why do you 
allow PYD and YPG in here? The coalition 
forces should root out terrorism in the re-
gion. Why do you feel the need to root out 
terrorists in one area by using other terror-
ists?” Although they promised to act in line 
with our demands, they did not keep their 
promises. In the end, we are implementing 
our own plan.

Dear Brothers,

Someone is insulting me personally due to 
recent developments. He is not my counter-
part, we are not at the same level or quality. 
It is futile for him to speak up and shout 
in Iraq. We will do whatever we want. Who 
is this person shouting? He is the Prime 
Minister of Iraq. He should know his place. 
When Mr. Davutoğlu was Prime Minister, 
he had asked Turkey to set up a base in 
Bashiqa. We have live recordings of his de-
mands; these recordings will be broadcast 
on TV. We set up a base in Bashiqa upon 

the request of the Iraqi government. They 
now want us to pull out. The army of the 
Republic of Turkey has not sunk to the lev-
el of taking instructions from you! 

We must react to the Anti-
terrorism Act in the United States 

I would like to talk about another very im-
portant topic. I would like to call on the 
rest of the world as I address you here at 
Dolmabahçe Palace: as the President of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation, I am 
sending a letter to the heads of state and 
government of 56 countries. The text of 
the letter is as follows:

“I would like to extend my heartfelt greet-
ings to you as the President of the Summit 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation. 
I would also like to share with you my con-
cerns and my appeal regarding the Justice 
against Sponsors of Terrorism Act passed 
by the Congress of the United States of 
America.

As underlined in the press release which 
my country issued on September 23, 2016 
and which was later distributed to the 
member states of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation, we believe that this Act 
is in violation of international law and es-
pecially the fundamental principles of the 
United Nations Charter such as the sover-
eignty and equality of states, and individu-
al criminal responsibility.

In addition, this Act is the product of dou-
ble standards and has the potential to se-

I believe that both the terrorist organiza-
tions and the rising anti-Islam movements 
in the West aim to marginalize Muslim 
identity and force it to go underground. 
Western countries who try to impose their 
order on the whole world by using the val-
ues of democracy and freedom can isolate 
Muslims only if they use this method.

There is an issue I would like to draw your 
attention to: people from different faith 
groups organize terrorist acts everywhere 
around the world. However, such acts are 
called “Islamic Terrorism” only if the per-
petrator is Muslim. If the perpetrator is 
of another faith, then such acts are often 
not even classified as “terrorism” and fade 
from the agenda as only “criminal offens-
es”. Have you ever heard of “Christian 
terrorism”, “Jewish Terrorism”, “Buddhist 
Terrorism” or “Atheist Terrorism” if the 
person in question has no faith? You have 
not because such characterizations apply 
only if the terrorist is Muslim; if he is not 
Muslim, there is no such characterization. 
This is the result of the efforts by Western 
countries and even the world to associate 
Islam with terrorism and to put the two 
concepts together. The media is not in-
nocent either. Similarly, individuals and 
especially politicians who characterize 
events in such a manner are not innocent. 
The biggest responsibility in this respect 
falls on our shoulders as the Islamic world, 
Muslims, religious leaders who represent 
Muslims, and politicians. No one will help 
us or solve our problems unless we gener-
ate solutions to our own problems. 

Turkey has the right to intervene 
in the problems in Syria and Iraq 

Today, exactly 63 countries from around 
the world are, in one way or another, in-
volved in the operation against the Daesh 
terrorist organization in Iraq. The situation 
in Syria is similar. The situation regarding 
other countries is also quite similar.

Those who do not want Turkey to get in-
volved do not object to the involvement 
of other countries, but we have a right 
to intervene on account of the terrorist 
threats emanating from these countries 
against Turkey and our thousand-year-
old relations as neighbors and brothers. 
In fact, if Iraq and Syria are in trouble, 
the biggest responsibility to do its best to 
solve the problem and take all necessary 
measures falls on the shoulders of Turkey. 
This is what being brothers and neighbors 
means. We do not need to get permission 
to act in this manner; we do not plan to 
ask for permission either. Some countries 
from thousands of kilometers away go to 
Afghanistan and many other places to car-
ry out operations based on the claim that 
there are threats against them. And Turkey 
is expected not to step in, given the danger 
right next to it? We cannot accept such a 
state of affairs. 

We said “patience, patience, patience” in 
Syria. They put a jersey on a 14-year-old 
boy who was a fan of Messi and blew him 
up at a wedding in Gaziantep. 56 people 
lost their lives and 100 were wounded. Did 
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security of our own land and the well-be-
ing of the Muslims in the region. 

We must capture the spirit of 
the times as we walk towards the 
future

Dear Brothers,

The crises we are living through indicate 
that the Muslim world needs a shake-up 
or an awakening. As Muslims, we must 
unite under genuine Islamic tradition to 
build a new future for ourselves. We must 
all work together to start a revival in order 
to overcome existing conflicts that start-
ed in the Muslim world after our Prophet 
(pbuh) passed away and make the most of 
the knowledge accumulated over 1,400 
years. We must be able to walk towards the 
future without neglecting local elements, 
ignoring traditions or missing the spirit 
of the times. Let us not forget that we are 
obliged to act in line with the order that 
says “There is mercy in unity and torment 
in division.”

The solution is to stand as tough as steel 
against religious deviance and to be as tol-
erant as possible about differences in in-
terpretation. It is also a fact that all organi-
zations involved in terrorism deviate from 
faith. The members of a religion which 
says “whosoever kills a human being, it 
shall be as if he had killed all mankind” do 
not and cannot engage in massacres. Other 
cultures may believe that “the death of one 
man is a tragedy and the death of millions 

is a statistic”; however, the life of every in-
nocent person is worth the world for Mus-
lims.

As far as we are concerned, Daesh which 
massacres those who do not submit to 
them is identical to FETÖ which fired on 
its own people on July 15, or anyone else 
using similar methods.

The opinion leaders of Muslim societies, 
their scholars, wise men and administra-
tors must be vigilant about and act against 
all kinds of religious deviances. History will 
hold accountable those who do not react or 
adopt a rigid stance against such deviance 
and question their legitimacy. We must 
work on this issue in cooperation and sol-
idarity. We must all comply with the com-
mandments of the religion we believe in. 

Eurasia, where different civilizations over-
lap, is very well-placed to be a pioneer and 
to start a new era. If we succeed in this 
process in Eurasia, our work in other re-
gions will be much easier. As the succes-
sor of the Ottoman Empire which brought 
the East and West together, Turkey will be 
with you in this matter, as it has been on all 
matters concerning Eurasian Muslims. The 
strong position this Council will adopt in 
the face of religious exploitation will give 
hope to and guide all Muslims. God will-
ing, this Council will mark the beginning 
of a process of ridding the Islamic world of 
all organizations, first and foremost FETÖ, 
which exploit our religion and harm Mus-
lims with their deviant ways.

riously harm international cooperation in-
cluding in the fight against terrorism. We 
are concerned that the potential divisions 
this Act can create may have a negative 
impact on the international community 
which is already dealing with significant 
global and regional challenges and threats. 
I am sure that all members of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation will share this 
concern.

In fact, one of the first international reac-
tions against this flawed approach came 
from the Secretary General of the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation who made 
a statement on September 14, 2016. I be-
lieve that, as Muslim countries, we must 
strengthen our solidarity and coordina-
tion, and our organization must adopt a 
common position regarding the potential 
repercussions of this law on the interna-
tional fight against terrorism. I would like 
to extend my warmest regards and respect 
to you”.

We will be sending this letter to the heads of 
state and government of Muslim countries. 
What does this initiative mean? All 56 coun-
tries will make their position clear and ask 
the US Congress to revise and repeal this 
Act. Why? We remained silent until now, 
we turned the other cheek when slapped. 
We must now protect our own rights.

A terrorist may have left a Muslim country 
and gone to other countries to engage in 
bloodthirsty acts. If an American terrorist 
bombs a place in my country, and this has 
happened, are we supposed to condemn 
the country where that terrorist was born? 

International law adopts the principle of 
individual criminal responsibility. Who-
ever commits a crime pays the price. You 
cannot make a country pay the price for a 
crime a person committed, you do not have 
the right to do so.

Esteemed Brothers,

The situation in Iraq and Syria is similar. 
How can terrorists be good or bad? How 
can you say “My terrorist is good, yours is 
bad?” We cannot remain indifferent to Iraq 
in face of these developments. As a coun-
try whose citizens fall victim to PKK and 
Daesh terror almost on a daily basis, we 
follow the developments there very close-
ly. There is no sense in the allegations and 
statements by the Syrian and Iraqi govern-
ments regarding our country; they test the 
limits of reason.

The hundreds of thousands of lives lost 
and history damaged in the past five years 
have shown us bitterly that the main con-
cern of a majority of the countries who are 
allegedly fighting against terrorism in Iraq 
and Syria is not the people of the region. 
Given this situation, everyone who has a 
conscience, respect for his religion and for 
the victims in these lands should help and 
support Turkey.

Allow me to underline one point. Turkey 
does not have its eyes on anyone’s land or 
sovereignty. We share our destiny and sor-
row with these lands where we have been 
living as brothers for a thousand years. We 
have no objective other than ensuring the 
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Dear Guests, Esteemed Representatives of 
Judicial Bodies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to greet all of you with respect 
and affection.

I would like to welcome our foreign guests 
to Turkey and Istanbul. I hope that the 
International Istanbul Law Congress will 
yield beneficial results for our country 

and the whole world. I believe that it will 
be a productive meeting inspired by this 
historical venue on the Bosphorus which 
separates Asia and Europe. I would like to 
thank everyone who helped organize this 
congress. I believe that the presentations 
and academic discussions in the congress 
will open new horizons for my country and 
for the participating countries. I hope that 

We had 241 martyrs and 2 thousand 194 
veterans on the night of July 15. I pray that 
Allah will have mercy on our martyrs and 
help the recovery of our veterans. The sepa-
ratist organization recently raided the home 
of the Deputy District Chair in Özalp of the 
party which I founded and martyred him. 
Likewise, it raided the office of the Chair of 
the Diyarbakır District and killed him. And 
when we ask them about these events, they 
say, “We have nothing to do with civilians.”

From now on, we will not have only one an-
ti-terrorism strategy, we will fight against 
terrorism using a number of different strat-
egies. The perpetrators will pay a heavy 

price for the people they martyred simply 
because they were Kurdish and worked for 
a political party they did not like. 

I pray for peace and security for Muslims 
in this holy month of Muharram and es-
pecially on this day of Ashura. I hope that 
the 9th Eurasia Islamic Council will yield 
beneficial results for the ummah. I would 
like to congratulate the organizers of this 
Council and extend my gratitude to each 
and every one of you for your participation 
and contributions. I ask you to please send 
my greetings to my brothers in your coun-
tries and regions. May Allah be with you. I 
wish you all the best.

No One Can Lecture Us on Law

International Istanbul Law Congress | İstanbul | October 17, 2016
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The Turkish judiciary passed the 
test on July 15 

We all worked together against the wave 
of attacks to kill me and to take control of 
strategic places. The judiciary, which was 
an instrument in the coup attempt on De-
cember 17-25, showed the quickest and 
most effective reaction against this coup 
attempt because, thanks to recent regula-
tions, it was no longer under the control 
of the FETÖ terrorist organization and 
had gone back to being the judiciary of 
the nation.

Today we are removing the members of 
this terrorist organization from all insti-
tutions in the armed forces and the judi-
ciary in a determined manner and with-
out compromising the rule of law. Every 
step we take is in line with our constitu-
tion and laws. Those in the West who are 
seemingly our friends criticize us and ask 
“if these steps lawful”. We know about law 
at least as much as you do. We take lawful 
steps. Those who try to lecture us on law 
should look at the period when East and 
West Germany were united. They can bet-
ter understand the intricacies of our situ-
ation if they were to look at the number 
of employees dismissed from state insti-
tutions back then.

They should also look at France on the is-
sue of the state of emergency. What is the 
attitude France adopted in the face of a 
simple act of terrorism? We are not faced 

with a simple act of terrorism. We are faced 
with a movement to destroy the Republic 
of Turkey. Can simple measures suffice in 
this situation? These are very important 
steps; they are steps in our country’s fight 
for welfare, freedom and democracy. No 
one can keep us from taking these steps.

None of our practices, including the decla-
ration of a state of emergency, fall outside 
the scope of other examples from around 
the world. Turkey is determined to root out 
the terrorist organization which has infil-
trated our country like cancerous cells.

Esteemed Guests,

The judicial institutions in Turkey dispense 
justice independently and impartially. It is 
of course very important for members of 
the judiciary to fulfill their duties without 
any pressure or influence and without the 
guidance of any opinion, ideology or pow-
er. The fight against FETÖ serves exactly 
this purpose. People who take instructions 
from an organization rather than the law 
and whose conscience is shaped by the 
ringleader of an organization cannot dis-
pense justice.

Turkey has lived through very difficult 
times due to the judicial disasters this or-
ganization’s members have created. They 
damaged the sense of trust to the justice 
system. First, it is necessary to duly punish 
those who caused such disasters in order to 
alleviate the damage to the sense of justice. 
We must make sure that the operations in 

this congress organized for the first time 
will become a global platform in this field 
and continue to be organized in the future.

Ministers of Justice, Heads of Constitution-
al Courts, Courts of Cassation, Councils of 
State, as well as Chief Public Prosecutors 
and Heads of Justice Academies and the 
High Councils of Judges and Prosecutors, 
scientists and jurists from approximately 
40 countries are participating in the con-
gress. You have given the most meaningful 
message against the rule-defying and de-
structive mentality of the putschists and 
the powers behind them by accepting our 
invitation after the July 15 coup attempt. I 
would like to thank you for the strong sol-
idarity you showed to our nation, country 
and democracy.

Esteemed Guests,

Recently, Turkey has been subject to some 
unique coup attempts. The incident on 
July 15, 2016 was an armed coup attempt 
by members of the Fethullah Gülen Ter-
rorist Organization in the army. Turkey 
was subject to another coup attempt by the 
members of the same organization in the 
judiciary and the police force on Decem-
ber 17-25, 2013. They used fabricated evi-
dence, unlawful acts and lies to manipulate 
perception in an effort to put the country’s 
elected prime minister under siege by us-
ing his family, colleagues and the business 
people who are engaged in large projects. 
We did not succumb to this organization 
which tried to use its authority, means 

and support that should have been used 
for the purpose of ensuring justice, peace 
and security in the country, to carry out a 
political coup attempt. We strongly resist-
ed this coup attempt by the judiciary and 
the police force with the support of our 
nation and rapidly took necessary action.

FETÖ realized that it would not be able to 
achieve its goals in this manner and de-
cided to use arms as the last resort. These 
terrorists who seized the arms that were 
issued to them for the protection of the 
country spit fire and blood on the nation 
on the night of July 15. Members of FETÖ 
in the army tried to achieve what the gang 
in the judiciary and the police force had 
failed to do. Frankly, we did not think that 
such treachery was possible. However, 
that night it became clear that the putsch-
ists had not at all expected our nation 
to stand up to them in city squares. The 
war planes dropping bombs, helicopters 
spitting fire, tanks running over people, 
guns shooting randomly did not scare our 
people or force them to retreat. Such re-
sistance is an important example to the 
world. Our nation which had 241 martyrs 
and 2 thousand 194 veterans that night 
put up an epic struggle to protect its in-
dependence, future and democracy. The 
judiciary, as well as the police forces, sup-
ported us as we defeated the putschists by 
working hand in hand and heart to heart 
with our nation.
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to self-defense. We removed all terrorist 
elements in Jarabulus and Al-Rai. Praise 
be to Allah, Dabiq has also been cleared of 
Daesh as of tonight. The people who used 
to live there settled in these regions once 
again. We are not taking other people from 
Turkey to the region, we are resettling the 
people who used to live in the region.

The United States and the coalition forces 
did not keep their promises about Manbij. 
They said, “PYD and YPG will never enter 
it.” They then got PYD and YPG into the re-
gion. Since they did not keep their prom-
ise, we did and went on to do what we had 
to do.

We are strategic partners with the coali-
tion forces and the United States in NATO. 
If they do not act with us, who will they act 
with? With terrorist organizations? Is this 
logical or rational? How can this be law-
ful? They are violating the law, trampling 
on international law. Where there is no jus-
tice, there is persecution; and this is what 
is happening there. We need to settle this 
matter; this congress must discuss these is-
sues in detail.

The operations in Mosul continue. What do 
they say? “Turkey should not go into Mo-
sul.” How can it not? We have a 350-kilom-
eter border and we are under threat. Those 
who have nothing to do with Mosul go 
there. What do they claim? That Baghdad 
asked them to. As jurists, you speak the 
language of law, not the language of the 

acts. Justice will prevail if you continue to 
speak this language.

My Chief of General Staff recently talked 
about Mosul with his counterpart in the 
United States. The Chief of General Staff 
told our counterparts that we cannot be 
held responsible for the results of an op-
eration without Turkey. Mosul is part of 
our history. One may read the Misak-ı Milli 
(the National Pact) to understand our his-
torical ties with this region. We have Turk-
men, Arab and Kurdish brothers in Mosul. 
We cannot possibly remain indifferent to 
Mosul.

Likewise, they tell us to pull out of Bashiqa. 
No one can expect us to pull out of Bashiqa. 
We carried out and continue to carry out 
all kinds of operations there against the 
Daesh terrorist organization. Turkey is 
the only country there fighting honorably 
against Daesh.

Terrorist organizations are like 
boomerangs, they also hit those 
who use them 

One of the issues we emphasize in the 
fight against terrorism is to adopt a 
principled stance against all terrorist or-
ganizations. We sincerely warn and will 
continue to warn those countries which 
support terrorist organizations as a tool 
for their strategic aims and give political 
and military support to terrorists. Let me 
repeat once more: terrorist organizations 

the public sector, business community and 
other areas are so strict and determined 
that no one in Turkey will dare to attempt 
to carry out a coup again.

No one should expect this great nation and 
long-established state to act helplessly in 
the face of terrorist organizations. We want 
and expect the judges and prosecutors re-
sponsible for keeping terrorists, putschists 
and invaders accountable on behalf of the 
“Turkish nation” to act as boldly as our 
people who stood up against guns on the 
night of July 15. We cannot be confident 
about the future unless the justice system 
and its members can instill enough confi-
dence in the nation. I trust and believe in 
our judges, prosecutors, justice system and 
institutions.

I would like to take this opportunity to ex-
tend my gratitude to all of our friends in 
your countries whose hearts and prayers 
were with us during the July 15 armed 
coup attempt.

We are very sensitive about 
terrorism 

Esteemed Guests,

Terrorism has become a multidimensional 
instrument which uses various methods, 
disguises itself in different forms and is 
unfortunately used by some countries as 
a tool to exert diplomatic pressure. Turkey 
has suffered the highest number of terror-
ist attacks and lost the highest number of 

people. Consequently, we are more sensi-
tive about terrorism than others.

There are friends here who have suffered 
from terrorism. We all know the situation 
in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and 
Somalia. Our brothers there live with ter-
rorism on a daily basis.

What we are experiencing in Syria is 
self-evident. We have always been patient 
about terror attacks from Syria to Turkey. 
Rockets and mortar from the Syrian side 
martyred hundreds of our people. Finally, 
we had the deplorable explosion in Gazian-
tep. 56 brothers and sisters were martyred 
there. My heart broke when I visited the 
children in hospitals after the explosion. 
The children were still smiling and laugh-
ing, unaware of the fact that they had lost 
their feet. Having seen those events, how 
can I do nothing as the person who is re-
sponsible for this nation and who repre-
sents it in the world? We naturally took ac-
tion and entered Syria with the Free Syrian 
Army.

Dear Friends,

Turkey’s border with Syria is 911 kilome-
ters long. Countries that have no relations 
with Syria think that they have the right 
to enter Syria, but they turn to us and ask 
“Al-Assad (the murderer) did not ask you, 
how can you go there?” Well, we can be-
cause if we are under a terrorist threat and 
mortar and rockets from a country threat-
en us, then we will fully exercise our right 
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are like boomerangs, they eventually hit 
those who use them.

It is impossible to solve the problem of ter-
rorism unless we act with determination 
and principle, and cooperate. There are 
terrorist organizations such as the PKK, 
Daesh and DHKP-C in addition to FETÖ in 
and around Turkey. Almost no day passes 
without them hurting us or shedding our 
blood. Does Turkey have the power to de-
stroy these organizations? We definitely 
have the power, the means and the deter-
mination. We totally destroyed the PKK, 
which has the longest and bloodiest histo-
ry among these organizations, 7 or 8 times 
in the past 35 years. However, the PKK still 
carries on with its activities because new 
people from this organization’s camps in 
Iraq and Syria replace every single one of 
the terrorists Turkey eliminates.

Many countries give their covert support 
to this organization. Although it is con-
sidered a terrorist organization, it can set 
up tents in European capitals as if it were 
a legal organization and easily collect mil-
lions of euros in many countries. You, our 
esteemed friends, are aware of this fact. 
Terrorist organizations can collect aid in 
the headquarters of the Council of Europe 
and the European Union using the terror-
ist leader’s photograph. The European Un-
ion declared them terrorist organizations, 
right? How can they give them such an 
opportunity if they are terrorist organiza-
tions? Unfortunately, they offer terrorist 
organizations all kinds of opportunities. 

We give them files about terrorist organi-
zations but achieve no progress.

Similarly, we know that the organiza-
tion called Daesh recruits members from 
around the world. There are foreign fight-
ers who come even from Australia. We 
send them back when we capture them. So 
far, we deported 3 thousand 800 foreign 
terrorists who came to join Daesh and we 
imposed an entry ban on 52 thousand 500 
people. On the other hand, the countries 
these people come from did not lift a finger 
to prevent them from leaving their coun-
tries.

As you witnessed, Daesh was used as an 
excuse to cause great destruction in Syria 
and Iraq through operations involving 63 
countries. The number of people who lost 
their lives in Syria reached 600 thousand 
in 6 years. When we started the Jarabulus 
operation, it became clear that Syria does 
not need to be destroyed to fight against 
this organization.

We, of course, know very well that Daesh is 
merely a tool or a Trojan horse which one 
can neutralize in a short time.

They insist on trying to keep Turkey out of 
the Mosul operation since they know that 
we will undo the sectarian conflict trap 
they are setting up by using Daesh as an 
excuse. They do not want us in Mosul for 
this reason. We told those carrying out the 
Mosul operation that “We cannot say yes to 
a Sunni-Shiite conflict.” Do you know what 
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their reply was? “We will not allow a Shi-
ite-Sunni conflict.” But who constitutes the 
Iraqi army? A majority of the Iraqi army 
are Shiite. Who will they fight against 
when they go to Mosul? Against Sunnis. 
Who will they place there? Hashd al-Shaa-
bi. Who is against them? Hashd al-Watani. 
Who is Hashd al-Watani? The local people 
of Mosul. Where do Hashd al-Shaabi come 
from? From outside. We are certainly not 
going to allow new sectarian conflicts in 
the region.

Likewise, they support, arm and pamper 
the PKK’s Syrian arm PYD/YPG by using 
Daesh as an excuse. We talked to them and 
warned them repeatedly. Where do some 
of the arms given to PYD go? To Daesh. 
Also, a significant part of these weapons 
goes to the PKK to be used against us. We 
seize these arms and determine which 
countries they belong to. Our objections 
are disregarded literally with lies. DHKP-C 
and similar organizations can easily en-
gage in activities in Europe. This organiza-
tion’s bloody-handed murderers can live 
freely in Europe for many years. I now ask 
you: is it possible to fight against terrorism 
with such a mentality?

How can a legal system protect 
a terrorist organization’s 
ringleader? 

Turkey duly requested from the United 
States the extradition of the ringleader of 
the organization that carried out the July 

15 coup attempt, in accordance with the 
agreement on the extradition of criminals. 
The United States is not fulfilling this re-
quest based on claims involving its own 
legal and judicial systems. How can a legal 
system protect terrorism, terrorist organi-
zations and their ringleaders? Can it issue 
a Green Card to a terrorist? Terrorists with 
Green Cards live in the United States. Who 
do they think they are fooling?

Didn’t the same legal and judicial systems 
exist when Al-Qaeda engaged in terrorist 
activities in the United States? What was 
the basis of so many operations the Unit-
ed States carried out at home and abroad? 
Which legal system was the shooting of 
Osama bin Laden in Afghanistan based 
on? Apparently, they can shoot people so 
far away when they get hit. If you apply 
double standards in law, you cannot com-
plain when you get into trouble in the fu-
ture. Therefore, I would like to invite all 
countries to act against terrorism in a prin-
cipled and consistent manner. Countries 
that consider terrorism as an instrument 
for their own ends dig their own grave. 

We see similar inconsistencies in the ref-
ugee problem. We now have 3 million 
refugees in Turkey. The European Union 
was supposed to give us 3 billion euros in 
support until July. Another 3 billion euros 
is supposed to arrive next year. They have 
not kept their promise for such a long time. 
So far, Turkey spent 13 billion dollars on 
refugees. Non-governmental organizations 
spent as much as we did. We do not need 

the West’s help. Our only objective is to 
help the victims and the aggrieved.

On the one hand, there are countries like 
Turkey which is hosting 3 million vic-
tims; on the other hand, there are coun-
tries which cannot tolerate even a couple 
of hundred refugees. While the countries 
with limited resources share all of them 
with the refugees, the well-off countries 
use their resources to put barbed wire 
along their borders. This situation creates 
a deep wound in humanity’s conscience. 
I would like to ask you to state these facts 
in your countries and on all international 
platforms where you have a say in order to 
persuade those who are responsible. I be-
lieve this is the least we owe to future gen-
erations in order to give them a safer and 
more secure world.

Esteemed Guests, 

Law is the oldest and most important tool 
to create balance in the lives of the state, 
society and individuals. Consequently, jus-
tice plays a key role in all religions. The 
Quran states “Allah orders justice, good 
conduct and giving to relatives.” Naturally, 
the fine line between justice and persecu-
tion makes it very difficult to dispense jus-
tice. You may be dispensing justice when 
you water a flower or a tree, but that same 
water may be persecuting a thorny bush. 
Confucius was probably emphasizing the 
historical significance of this issue when he 
said, “Justice is like the North Star which is 
fixed and all the rest revolve about it.”

“Justice is the foundation of the state” is 
written on the walls of my country’s judi-
cial buildings. This statement signifies the 
importance of justice for the stability and 
survival of the state. The concept of “let 
man flourish, so that the state can flour-
ish” requires an administration based on 
justice. Therefore, when we took on the re-
sponsibility of running the state in Novem-
ber 2002, we set four priorities: education, 
health, justice and security.

We implemented the biggest reforms in 
the history of the Republic in all areas 
ranging from the amendment of basic laws 
to strengthening the physical infrastruc-
ture by building modern judicial buildings 
with traditional architecture and setting 
up UYAP, the national judicial network. 
Recent important reforms include the 
right to make an individual application to 
the Constitutional Court and a two-tiered 
judicial system with the Ombudsman In-
stitution and Appeals Courts. I hope that 
we will soon be able to resolve the issue 
of a new constitution which we have been 
promising our nation for years. So far, we 
have not been able to take concrete steps 
on this issue due to a lack of political con-
sensus. 

Like life, justice is a dynamic, ever-chang-
ing area which needs to adopt to change. 
It is necessary to find new solutions when 
classic legal tools and arguments are insuf-
ficient. Dispute settlement methods such 
as arbitration and mediation are now used 
more often.
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I believe that this congress will discuss all 
of these issues in great detail and that the 
experience of various countries will be 
used to draw conclusions that will benefit 
the world. Once again, I wish success to 
the International Istanbul Law Congress. I 

would like to thank everyone who helped 

organize this congress and who will con-

tribute to its work with their presentations 

and comments. I salute you with respect 

and affection. All the best.

Distinguished Guests, Esteemed Directors 
of the Turkish Capital Markets Associa-
tion, Esteemed Members of the Business 
Community, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet all of you with respect and affection.

I hope that the Capital Markets Congress 
will yield beneficial results for our econo-

my, our investors and the world. I would 
like to welcome our guests from abroad to 
Turkey and to Istanbul.

I would like to thank in advance the es-
teemed participants who will contribute to 
this congress on “Strong Capital Markets, 
Strong Turkey” with their assessments, ob-
servations and suggestions.

Our Financial Sector is 
Competing With Usurers in 

Interest Rates 

Capital Markets Congress | İstanbul | November 4, 2016
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ing over the Istanbul Strait. In 2013, we 
inaugurated Marmaray, a mass transporta-
tion rail system crossing under the Bospho-
rus. God willing, next month we will inau-
gurate the Eurasia Tunnel which provides 
a crossing under the Bosphorus Strait for 
vehicles.

The high-speed train projects are also ongo-
ing. In addition to the Ankara-Istanbul and 
Ankara-Konya lines, we will commission 
the Ankara-Sivas, Ankara-Izmir and Bur-
sa-Bilecik lines in 2018. The Kars-Tbilisi 
Railway is complete; we will inaugurate it 
very soon. This will complete the most im-
portant phase of the uninterrupted railway 
project from London to Beijing.

A new project on the agenda is the 1915 
Çanakkale Bridge, the most important 
route in the Tekirdağ-Çanakkale-Balıkesir 
Highway. God willing, the groundbreak-
ing ceremony for this bridge which will 
cost approximately 5.5 billion dollars will 
be on March 18 next year. The Kanal Istan-
bul project will be a unique masterpiece. 
The preparations for this project are also 
ongoing.

The new airport project under construc-
tion in Istanbul will make Turkey num-
ber one in the world in this field. Just the 
construction of the project will cost up to 
12 billion dollars and the state expects to 
make approximately 25 billion dollars in 
25 years. When completed, the airport will 
have an annual capacity of 150 million pas-
sengers. The first phase with a capacity of 
90 million passengers will open in 2018.

City hospitals with a total capacity of 41 
thousand beds and a total investment of 10 
billion dollars will place Turkey in a very 
different position in this sector. 21 city hos-
pitals are in the construction or contract-
ing phase at the moment. We are rapidly 
working on the remaining 8 hospitals out 
of a total of 29 city hospitals.

God willing, we will start opening city hos-
pitals next month. In these hospitals, pa-
tients will not be carried from one building 
to another on gurneys as they used to. All 
treatment will be provided under the same 
roof. We plan to commission all hospitals 
by 2019. Recently, I personally witnessed 
the signing of a 637-million-dollar agree-
ment for the Izmir and Kocaeli City Hospi-
tals as part of a foreign investment project 
totaling 1.1 billion dollars.

We set an example to the world 
with public-private partnership 
projects 

The work on the Sinop and Mersin-Akkuyu 
nuclear power plants continue. Our urban 
transformation projects aim to renew 6.5 
million residences in 20 years. The citizens 
whose homes were damaged in the South-
east and East Anatolia due to terrorism will 
not suffer. We are rapidly building houses 
there. These projects prove that the state 
looks after the people.

All of this work corresponds to approxi-
mately 400 billion dollars. In addition, the 
public and private sectors in Turkey make 

I believe that this congress will further en-
hance our efforts to make Istanbul a finan-
cial center. I hope that it will continue in 
the years ahead as a global platform with 
more participants and relevant discussion 
topics. I would like to congratulate the or-
ganizers of this congress.

Distinguished Guests,

The impact of the global financial cri-
sis can still be felt although it occurred 8 
years ago. We have not covered sufficient 
distance in alleviating the unfavorable 
conditions from the crisis and in imple-
menting reforms. Unfortunately, the coun-
tries which caused the crisis are not trying 
hard enough or making enough sacrifices 
to solve the problem. Therefore, the glob-
al economy still has not reached pre-crisis 
growth rates and stability.

When the global financial crisis started, I 
said that it would “hardly touch” Turkey. 
At the time, some took my words lightly. 
In the end, Turkey lived through this crisis 
period with record-breaking growth rates, 
except for the contraction in 2009. The av-
erage annual growth rate was 4.7 percent 
in 2003-2015. Although we had signifi-
cant problems in the past three years, our 
growth rate was still above average. For ex-
ample, our growth rate in 2015 which was 
marked by two consecutive elections and 
serious acts of terrorism was 4 percent. In 
the meantime, average global growth rate 
was 3.1 percent last year and the growth 
rate for developed countries was 2 percent. 
Except for China and India, the developing 

countries grew by approximately 2 per-
cent. We believe that our country’s growth 
rate for this year will be similar to last year. 

Export figures were significantly unfavora-
ble in Turkey last year. Our exports dropped 
by 8.7 percent. However, the global export 
volume decreased by 11 percent last year, 
too. Therefore, Turkey is in a much better 
position than the world, especially Europe. 
What makes Turkey unique is its proxim-
ity to crisis areas such as the Middle East, 
North Africa, the Caucasus and the Black 
Sea. The developments in our neighboring 
countries and in Syria and Iraq in particu-
lar are of great interest to us. Turkey’s pro-
gress towards its targets despite this unsta-
ble environment is praiseworthy.

The coup attempt did not 
interrupt our giant projects 

Esteemed Guests,

Our country’s determination regarding 
infrastructure investments and mega pro-
jects attracts the attention of the world. Al-
though there was a coup attempt this year 
in addition to other unfavorable circum-
stances, we commissioned many globally 
important projects and we are working on 
new projects. On June 30, we inaugurated 
the Osman Gazi Bridge crossing the Izmit 
Gulf, as part of the 9-billion-dollar Istan-
bul-Izmir Highway project. On August 26, 
we inaugurated the Yavuz Sultan Selim 
Bridge, a 3-billion-dollar project which also 
includes a highway and is the third cross-



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5” September 2014 - December 2019Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

225224

make new investments since they are left 
with hardly any profit. The system cannot 
go on as is. Therefore, the capital markets 
need to take a very serious step. In addi-
tion, the financial sector based on partici-
pation must support investors. In this con-
text, the Turkey Wealth Fund we founded 
will increase our national and internation-
al power.

Interest rates in Turkey are still 
very high

The Capital Markets Law which entered 
into force in 2013 contains new methods. 
Investors now have access to many solu-
tions other than banks, such as stocks, se-
curities, bonds, sukuk, real estate invest-
ment trusts, infrastructure investment 
trusts and real estate certificates. We call 
on investors to use these tools in addition 
to or in place of bank loans so that they 
can decrease their interest burden or costs. 
This will help decrease the public sector’s 
financial burden and increase the private 
sector’s productivity.

In the first ten months of the year, the Capi-
tal Markets Board approved the issuance of 
such instruments by companies to the tune 
of 300 billion liras. The companies gener-
ated significant funds through the shares 
they sold in Turkey and abroad. I believe 
that the financing secured through capital 
market instruments will soon exceed the 
total amount of bank loans.

Esteemed Guests,

We also need to pay attention to the bor-
rowing problem which ails companies, 
states and individuals. The whole world 
is suffering from excessive borrowing and 
the pressure from interest rates. For exam-
ple, there are now only two or three Euro-
pean Union member states that meet the 
Maastricht criteria; all of the others are 
debt-ridden.

Turkey’s public debt to national income ra-
tio decreased from 76 percent in 2002 to 
32 percent. Likewise, the ratio of interest 
expenses to the gross domestic product fell 
from 15 percent to less than 3 percent. We 
also reduced the share of interest expenses 
in the budget from 43 percent to 11 per-
cent. However, this is not enough; we are 
trying to reduce it even further.

I know that interest rates in Turkey are still 
very high and I use every opportunity to 
state this fact. I think that capital market 
instruments will make a significant contri-
bution to overcoming high interest rates 
which have become a serious obstacle to 
investments. The global financial system 
based on interest needs a new direction 
based on “conscientious financial” instru-
ments such as sukuk and infrastructure in-
vestment trusts. Making money out of in-
vestments rather than interest rates offers 
not only a conscientious but also a sustain-
able model. I believe that countries which 
fail to focus on these financial instruments 
will not be able to overcome the crisis they 
have been experiencing for many years.

very large investments in a variety of are-
as. The state and private companies work 
every day to produce more and contribute 
to the growth of our country through new 
projects.

Esteemed Guests,

Turkey also hosts some of the most compre-
hensive and successful public-private part-
nership projects in the world. The OECD 
estimates that the global need for infra-
structure investments until 2030 is at least 
70 trillion dollars. 1.5 trillion dollars per 
year will have to be invested in developing 
countries including Turkey. It is impossible 
to meet such large scale investment needs 
with only the resources of the public sector. 
The private sector needs to be involved, es-
pecially in finance. We put this issue on the 
agenda of the member states during our 
G20 presidency. Our proposal is to execute 
infrastructure projects through public-pri-
vate partnership, as was done in many pre-
vious projects. In this way, the state will 
have the financial power and dynamism 
of the private sector on its side and will be 
able to allocate more resources to other ar-
eas such as social welfare and aid.

Turkey has not had trouble financing its 
investments since it offers attractive op-
portunities to international investors and 
has a strong banking system. We have very 
ambitious targets. We need to think big, we 
cannot think small. We must increase and 
accelerate our investments considerably in 
order to reach our 2023 targets. Therefore, 
we have been working on facilitating ac-

cess to finance for domestic and foreign in-
vestors. However, we have been provoked 
and we faced many obstacles in finding fi-
nancing. For example, they tried to prevent 
the Gulf Crossing Project. At first, global 
capital did not grant loans to this project; 
then, the private financial sector in Turkey 
opposed it. We were able to find financing 
through public banks. Encouraged by the 
loans granted by public banks, the private 
financial sector finally started extending 
credit to many projects. We had a similar 
experience with the airport project.

Let me be clear about one point. First of all, 
we should all support the growth of Turkey. 
It is a mistake to keep one’s money at home 
“under the pillow”. Similarly, it is a mistake 
for the financial sector to keep its money 
in safes and not use it in financial markets. 
A significant part of the money is not the 
financial sector’s own equity. The financial 
sector uses the deposits of citizens. 

The interest rates in Turkey are very high. 
The financial sector offers loans with an in-
terest rate of 15-17 percent. In fact, some 
of them almost compete with usurers. The 
main objective of banks should not be usu-
ry; it should be to develop Turkey. Rather 
than boasting and saying “my bank’s year-
end profits are x”, they should say “we made 
money and we gave x in financial support 
to develop our country”.

How can investors enter the market with 
these interest rates? How can they take 
steps? The money the real sector makes 
goes to interest payments. They cannot 
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Turkey has taken significant steps in the 
past 14 years to create a legal infrastruc-
ture that includes measures to protect 
investors. We amended all of the impor-
tant laws and regulations and passed new 
laws in line with our targets. We also took 
measures to increase savings. Today, there 
are 110 billion liras in the pension and in-
vestment funds and 100 billion liras in the 
unemployment fund. The Turkey Wealth 
Fund, which will be founded at the be-
ginning of the year, will hold significant 
resources. The automatic enrollment pen-

sion fund covers approximately 13 million 
people with a value of 100 billion liras per 
year. These developments will ensure that 
we meet our investment needs for long-
term, low-cost financing.

I hope that this congress will discuss these 
issues in great detail today and tomorrow 
and express visionary opinions for the 
public and private sectors.

Once more, I would like to wish success to 
this congress. I salute you with respect and 
affection. All the best.

Distinguished Speaker of the National Par-
liament, Distinguished Speaker of the Sen-
ate, Distinguished Members of the Nation-
al Parliament and Senate, Dear Brothers,

I would like to greet you wholehearted-
ly on behalf of myself, my delegation, my 
country and my nation. I would like to con-
vey heartfelt greetings from Turkey. Once 
again, I would like to express my best wish-

es, affection and respect for our brothers 
and sisters in Pakistan. 

I had the pleasure of addressing a joint 
session of the National Parliament and the 
Senate during my visit to your country in 
2012. It gives me great pleasure to meet 
you four and a half years later under the 
same roof to address your Parliament, the 
symbol of your national will. 

We Must Unite as Muslims 
Against Those Who Try to 

Divide Us

Joint Session of the National Parliament and Senate of Pakistan
Islamad | Pakistan | November 17, 2016
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The visit to Turkey in August by a delega-
tion of parliamentarians from Pakistan 
representing a broad political spectrum 
gave us strength in our fight against this 
terrorist organization. 

Pakistan’s stance against the July 15 coup 
attempt perpetrated by the Fethullah Ter-
rorist Organization (FETÖ) shows that Pa-
kistan stands with the Turkish nation in 
this Second War of Independence. Thank 
you and may Allah protect our solidarity 
into eternity. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to express my gratitude once again.

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
state that FETÖ is a terrorist organization 
with blood on its hands. FETÖ constitutes 
a threat not only to Turkey, but to all coun-
tries where it operates. 

In a statement to the Egyptian press, the 
ringleader of this organization claims to 
be the “Imam of the Universe”. Where does 
this person who leads this organization 
that is active in 170 countries reside? In 
Pennsylvania. What does he do? He is man-
aging world affairs from Pennsylvania. 

This organization poisons people under 
the guise of education, dialog and toler-
ance. Its ringleader can establish an in-
terfaith dialog with the Vatican. How can 
there be such an interfaith dialog? What is 
the manner in which such dialog between 
Islam and other religions is foreseen? How 
is this possible? This person is trying to do 
it in his own way. 

In fact, members of this organization went 
so far as to say that this charlatan in Penn-
sylvania “is closer to us than our jugular 
vein”. In the Quran, Allah says, “I am closer 
to you than your jugular vein.” Therefore, 
it is only Allah and no other who is closer 
than the jugular vein. This organization 
dares to play God and commits heresy. 

I wholeheartedly believe that this terrorist 
organization will be wiped out in Pakistan 
as soon as possible before they hurt our 
brothers. I consider the most recent deci-
sions in this regard by the Pakistani gov-
ernment to be very appropriate and thank 
them for the strong support they extend to 
us in our fight against FETÖ. I firmly be-
lieve that we must expand our solidarity 
and cooperation against terrorist organiza-
tions.

Westerns countries are behind 
terrorists

Terrorist organizations such as Al-Qaeda 
and its offshoot Daesh harm only Muslims 
and serve as a tool in the war against Islam. 
As Turkey, we are waging a war against 
Daesh. We will not give up this fight be-
cause this organization has nothing to 
do with Islam. Greatest damage to Islam 
comes from none other than the terrorists. 
These terrorists ruthlessly massacre peo-
ple whereas killing innocent people is the 
greatest sin in our religion. 

But who stands with these terrorists? Cur-
rently, the West stands with Daesh. The 

Pakistan successfully combines democracy 
with its national values and constitutes a 
significant example for the Islamic world. 
I would like to take this opportunity to con-
gratulate you for this achievement.

Dear Brothers,

The relations between Turkey and Pakistan 
are much more than routine diplomatic 
contacts between any two countries. We 
are truly two brotherly countries, not just 
in words, but also in deeds. The bond of 
friendship and love between our people is 
so strong that we rejoice with our brothers 
from Pakistan when they are happy and 
share their grief when they are sad. We also 
know that these feelings are mutual. This 
understanding has always guided us in our 
relations throughout history. 

We both cherish Jalaluddin Rumi who was 
born to this vast geography and revealed 
his inspiration and wisdom from Anato-
lia to the rest of the world. One need not 
travel too far in time to affirm the depth of 
our friendship; remembering the develop-
ments in the last century alone will do. We 
never forget that thousands of our brothers 
from Pakistan came to our aid during the 
Battle of Çanakkale despite facing many 
hardships themselves. Your support and 
solidarity during our War of Independence 
is forever etched in our memory. Modern 
Turkey owes a lot to many Pakistani he-
roes such as Abdurrahman Peshaveri who 
arrived to help the Ottomans during the 
Balkan War, stayed on to fight in the Bat-
tle of Çanakkale and the War of Independ-

ence, and continued to toil and sweat for 
our country after the establishment of 
the Republic. Such was Abdurrahman Pe-
shaveri’s dedication that when his mother 
called him back home, he said, “I cannot. 
Not when Anatolia is under occupation.” 
To our mind, Muhammad İqbal and Meh-
met Akif are the same; both are the poets of 
our independence and future. 

Similarly, we never forget that we received 
great support and help from our Pakistani 
brothers during the earthquake in 1999. Pa-
kistan declared a day of mourning in 2014 
after the mine disaster in Soma. We shared 
your grief deep in our hearts and declared 
a day of mourning in Turkey when tens of 
students lost their lives in Peshawar after a 
heinous terrorist attack in December 2015. 
Our strong ties have withstood the test of 
time and remain vibrant as ever, making 
the relations between Turkey and Pakistan 
a special one. God willing, we shall extend 
this spirit of solidarity and brotherhood to 
the rest of the world.

Pakistan stood with the Turkish 
people on July 15

Distinguished Speakers, Esteemed Mem-
bers of Parliament, 

I would like to underline that the govern-
ment, parliament and people of Pakistan 
were the first to stand with Turkey in the 
aftermath of the July 15 coup attempt. In 
this context, we welcomed the unanimous 
decision of your Parliament to support us. 
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velopment aid projects as well as political 
and military support as required. We shall 
carry on with these efforts until we prevent 
the unfair spilling of every single Muslim’s 
blood in the world. We offer to clear this 
path before the Islamic world in collabora-
tion with our brothers from Pakistan. 

Distinguished Speakers, Esteemed Mem-
bers of Parliament, 

Our countries share common values, have 
long-standing ties and support each other 
on regional and international issues. We 
have taken significant strides in recent 
years to further enhance our relations. 
High-level bilateral contacts contribute 
significantly to the development and flour-
ishing of our relations in every area. In this 
context, I would like to underline the criti-
cal importance of inter-parliamentary con-
tacts in bolstering relations between the 
politicians and people from both countries. 
Last night I met the President and today 
I had a meeting with the Prime Minister. 
These meetings gave us the opportunity to 
discuss existing and prospective steps re-
garding our bilateral relations. I am of the 
opinion that we shall take significant steps 
forward as a result of our ongoing cooper-
ation and the High-Level Strategic Coun-
cil Meeting. God willing, our goal is to in-
crease our trade volume to 1 billion dollars 
as soon as possible. Future development in 
Turkey and Pakistan must move forward 
on a win-win basis as a result of the steps 
we must take in the political, military, eco-
nomic, cultural and energy spheres. 

We must ensure the continuation of the 
close dialog that exists between our parlia-
ments in the future. We must also enhance 
our cooperation in trade and investments. 
The High-Level Strategic Council that was 
established in 2009 between Turkey and 
Pakistan provides an institutional frame-
work for our relations. We were able to 
cover significant distance in a short time 
as a result of the 51 agreements and docu-
ments signed within the scope of the work 
of the Council. However, we must do more. 
We must initiate new projects and partner-
ships to create employment opportunities 
for our people.

Turkey and Pakistan both have great po-
tential. We must not allow obstacles to pre-
vent us from fully exploiting this potential. 
We must remain firmly committed to our 
partnership in order to deepen our cooper-
ation in healthcare, defense, investments 
and infrastructure investments.

In addition, Turkey is supporting our Pa-
kistani brothers through cooperation pro-
jects focusing on development. The imme-
diate arrival of the Turkish Red Crescent 
and other humanitarian organizations 
from Turkey after the recent floods in 2010 
is a testament to the strength of the solidar-
ity between our nations.

In addition, “Turkey Scholarships” in un-
dergraduate, graduate and doctoral studies 
allow our country to benefit from the expe-
rience of Pakistani students and contribute 
to the qualified workforce in Pakistan. In 
this context, the memorandum of under-

weapons captured from the terrorists are 
Western. Who do they massacre? Muslims, 
of course. Which countries are divided? 
Countries like Syria, Iraq, Libya and Af-
ghanistan.

In addition, these terrorist groups are driv-
ing a wedge between Afghanistan and Paki-
stan. Is Pakistan fighting terror? Yes. Is ter-
ror eradicated? No. Did Turkey eradicate 
terrorism? No. We, too, continue to fight. 
We fight not only Daesh, but also the PKK, 
PYD and YPG. These organizations receive 
all of their weapons from the West. I point 
out to these facts at every opportunity. I 
will continue to do so because a Muslim 
must not allow himself to be stung from 
the same hole twice.

We must eliminate these packs of murder-
ers who have no craft other than spilling 
the blood of Muslims as soon as possible 
from the Islamic world and everywhere 
else. Otherwise, there will be no peace for 
Turkey, Pakistan, the Islamic world or for 
mankind as a whole. If we, as members of 
this holy religion, do not cooperate to solve 
our problems, we will fail to pull Muslims 
out of this deplorable situation. 

Islam is the religion of unity and oneness. 
We are proud to be the followers of Islam 
which aims for goodness to prevail over 
evil in the world. Therefore, Muslims must 
stand up to persecution, unfairness and 
injustice irrespective of the location or 
identity of the perpetrator to live up to the 
teachings of their religion. Only in this way 
may we become the benevolent ummah as 
ordained by Allah. 

Terrorist organizations try to create fertile 
ground for themselves by fomenting exist-
ing divisions between Muslims. We must 
remove all means of such exploitation by 
eliminating the causes of these divisions 
such as rampant sectarianism and ethnic 
discrimination in Muslim societies, so that 
Muslims may extricate themselves from 
current ills. Do we have sectarianism in our 
religion? No. You may be a member of any 
sect; it is only a matter of interpretation. 
More important is the fact that Islam is our 
overarching faith above and beyond sects. 
We must unite under this true religion. We 
must fight together against those who aim 
to transform the Islamic world into a geog-
raphy besieged by divisions, defeatism, se-
dition, hate and ignorance. As Muhammad 
İqbal said; “Unity of thinking without unity 
of action is useless.” 

Together, let us clear the way for 
the Islamic world

Turkey and Pakistan are two countries 
with the potential to act and show global 
leadership on this issue because of their 
geographical location and the legacy of the 
ancient civilizations they represent. We 
take all necessary risks on this subject and 
do not shy away from struggle. We speak 
about the humanitarian crises in our re-
gion and the injustice around the world 
on every platform and suggest solutions to 
these issues. 

In addition, we show solidarity with our 
brothers through humanitarian and de-
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standing to be signed next month between 
the Turkish Council of Higher Education 
and its counterpart in Pakistan to offer doc-
toral studies to 500 students from Pakistan 
every year is also of great value.

The coordination office of the Turkish Co-
operation and Coordination Agency TİKA 
is involved in many important projects on 
development aid. God willing, these pro-
jects will continue to be implemented in 
many areas in the future.

Distinguished Speakers, Esteemed Mem-
bers of Parliament, 

Enhancing cooperation between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan based on good neighborly 
relations is important to us. Such coopera-
tion is necessary for peace and security in 
the region as well as for the realization of 
the economic potential of the region and 
important infrastructure projects.

It is unconscionable to see that the Kash-
mir conflict has not been resolved for the 
last 70 years. We follow developments very 
closely and emphasize the importance and 
urgency of reaching an agreement, espe-
cially in light of the recent developments 
in Kashmir. We are aware of the difficulties 
and suffering of our brothers in Kashmir 
and remain deeply concerned about the es-
calation of tensions. 

The international community must strive 
harder to resolve this political and human-
itarian conflict in a fair manner. We hope 
that the Kashmir conflict may be resolved 
through direct dialog between India and 
Pakistan and by taking into consideration 
the demands of the people living in the re-
gion. Turkey stands ready to do its utmost 
in this regard.

With these thoughts, I would like to end my 
remarks and thank you once again for the 
hospitality extended to me. I affectionately 
salute you all with respect. May the mercy 
and blessings of Allah be upon you.

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed Secre-
tary General, Excellencies, Distinguished 
Delegates, My Dear Brothers, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Al-
lah be upon you.

I salute you all wholeheartedly with af-
fection and respect as I declare open the 
32nd Ministerial Session of the Standing 
Committee for Economic and Commer-
cial Cooperation of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation. As Chairman of the 
COMCEC, I would like to welcome all our 
guests to Turkey and the beloved city of Is-
tanbul where continents and civilizations 
meet. I am pleased to host you in Istanbul, 

We Must Put an End to the 
Exploitation of Our Countries

32nd COMCEC Meeting | İstanbul | November 23, 2016



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5” September 2014 - December 2019Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

235234

They do not open their doors to 
the victims and they will not. On 
the contrary, they imprison them 
behind barbed wires

I know that my brothers and all guests from 
different countries who are present in this 
room are tested with terrorism, conflicts, 
domestic political problems and economic 
woes. I am aware that the spring of hope 
runs dry from time to time in face of what 
we see, hear, read and witness. But rest as-
sured that everything exists with its oppo-
site; greater the test, greater the rewards.

We have many sayings in this regard. Our 
ancestors say, “The right person comes 
along only at the right time.” Allah does 
not desert his believers who are in need 
but helps them in their dire moments. We 
have seen his divine mercy many times for 
thousands of years, both in our own past 
and throughout the history of Islam. It was 
the small rocks thrown by Ababil birds 
that destroyed the ferocious army of Abra-
ha. It was a tiny spider web that protected 
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in the cave. It 
was predominantly the faith of our nation 
rather than weapons and ammunition that 
defeated the strongest armies of the world 
and made Çanakkale “impassable”. The 
peace, mercy and blessing of Allah was al-
ways with us when we faced challenges in 
40 years of political life, most recently on 
the night of July 15.

FETÖ is a threat to all Islamic 
countries

I am sure that you are aware of what hap-
pened on the night of July 15 and the dan-
ger that our country faced that night. On 
July 15, a bunch of terrorists who infiltrat-
ed our army received orders from their 
ringleader in Pennsylvania and aimed 
their guns at our nation, the very people 
who entrusted them with these arms. They 
tried to hijack the will of our nation and 
topple the legitimate government by us-
ing tanks, aircraft and helicopters to kill 
people. 248 citizens were martyred and 2 
thousand 193 were wounded on July 15 
by FETÖ militants. I would like to take this 
opportunity to express my condolences to 
our martyrs and pray for the speedy recov-
ery of our veterans.

It was a dark night which ended in light 
with the mercy of Allah. The country risked 
losing its independence, dignity and future 
that night, but we were able to overcome 
this great danger and ensure our path to-
ward a stronger, more democratic and free 
future.

Our nation did not run away from these 
traitors despite the bombs raining down 
from F-16s and helicopters. On the contra-
ry, they responded to these attacks because 
of their faith in Allah, the promise of mar-
tyrdom and their belief in the future of our 
nation.

Millions of Muslims from around the 
world, from Karachi to Cape Town, from 

the city that was home to Prophet Yusha, 
Ayyub Al-Ansari and Sultan Mehmet the 
Conqueror.

We are here today to share a heavy bur-
den. We are gathered today in Istanbul to 
provide at least some hope to the millions 
of people around the world who belong to 
different religions, sects and ethnicities. 
At a time when hearts have grown numb 
and eyes are blinded with money and am-
bition, we meet here today to show that 
it is possible for everyone to win if we 
share. As representatives of the Islamic 
world, we are here to show that a world 
with more fairness, peace and prosperity 
is possible. We are here to provide a bet-
ter future for our children. Since “he who 
consults is rewarded with the best possi-
ble outcome”, we are here to speak of our 
issues directly from our hearts. I pray to 
Allah that our meeting will result in a pro-
ductive discussion that will facilitate the 
resolution of the many problems facing 
our ummah and mankind as a whole. I 
extend my thanks to all my brothers and 
guests who will contribute to the discus-
sions with their ideas and criticism.

Dear Friends, 

The world, especially the region that we 
are in, has been facing political, social 
and economic turmoil for a long time. Our 
time is characterized with major changes 
in global fault lines as they move, branch 
out and convulse in different directions 
and, in some cases, create major upheav-

als that shake countries like Syria, Iraq, 
Libya and Yemen. We are all impacted by 
this critical process in one way or another. 

Muslims bear the burden of the world on 
their shoulders

In fact, almost all of the crises on the glob-
al political agenda today take place in Is-
lamic countries. It is as if we, Muslims, 
bear the whole burden of the world. Pal-
estinian children, orphans from Arakan 
and victims from Turkistan are forced to 
face the bitter consequences of the many 
issues which are not of their own making. 
These tidings from our geography deep-
ly hurt every one of us in our hearts, our 
most treasured gem. We are anguished to 
watch on our television screens uncon-
scionable atrocities and developments 
that defy reason. 

Only a few days ago, the last hospital serv-
ing civilians in East Aleppo was razed to 
the ground by the Regime and its sup-
porters. Only in the last year, more than 
5 thousand people fleeing hunger, poverty 
and destitution were drowned in the dark 
waters of the Mediterranean. The where-
abouts of the more than 10 thousand 
children who were forced to migrate to 
Europe because of the civil wars in Syria 
and Iraq is unknown. Countries that take 
every opportunity to lecture us on human 
rights, democracy and freedoms are inca-
pable of even caring for the children who 
seek shelter in their countries.
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standards and this two-faced attitude are 
still the case. Efforts to manipulate public 
perception about Turkey are widespread.

There will be a meeting at the European 
Parliament tomorrow where a vote will take 
place about Turkey’s accession negotiations 
with the European Union. Let me say that 
this vote, no matter what the outcome, is of 
no importance to us. No scale may weigh 
our nation’s will that sided with democracy 
and independence at the expense of lives 
on July 15. Our independence and future 
cannot be altered by a show of hands at 
the European Parliament. This nation has 
proven its mettle to the rest of the world 
by defending its will, freedom and dignity 
at the expense of lives on July 15 to show 
that they are not “so-called democrats”, but 
true democrats. Even though this vote is not 
politically binding, I still find it difficult to 
accept the underlying message here. The 
fact that the European Parliament actually 
resorted to such a vote is an indication that 
it provides sanctuary to terrorist organiza-
tions and sides with them. 

Currently, terrorists are everywhere in Eu-
rope. Many European countries are aiding 
and abetting them. Their declaration of the 
PKK as a terrorist organization is not sin-
cere because they allow the heads of the ter-
rorist organization and its despicable mem-
bers to move about freely in their cities even 
as they claim that the PKK is a terrorist or-
ganization. Terrorists fleeing Turkey make 
public speeches in European cities. This is 
why I do not believe in their sincerity. 

We have shown time and again that we 
adopted the values of the European Union 
more than many of their member states. 
However, we did not receive any concrete 
support from our Western counterparts 
except for a few nice words. In fact, none 
of their commitments were carried out, 
nor were their promises kept.

I know that you too have experienced sim-
ilar things. Let us join forces against this 
double standard. Let us not allow them to 
exploit us. My African friends know some-
thing of Western exploitation and tell us 
about it during our visits. The time has 
come to determine our future ourselves.

You know about the decision that the US 
Congress took many years after 9/11, right? 
They said, “Saudi Arabia hit the Twin Tow-
ers. Therefore, Saudi Arabia must face the 
consequences. Any US citizen may bring a 
case against Saudi Arabia if they so wish.” 
Cases are being filed. This is so illogical. 
Are terrorists the nationals of one or the 
other country? Yes. However, punishing a 
country simply because terrorists were of 
that nationality defies logic. Nonetheless, 
US Congress had the temerity to take this 
decision.

The United States is taking other steps, too. 
They are trying to initiate a similar process 
for Kuveyt Türk and the Kuwait Founda-
tion. Secretary General, you should be 
aware of this. We must watch these devel-
opments very closely. This is the game they 
play with Islamic countries. 

Mogadishu to Kuala Lumpur, from Indone-
sia to Europe took to the streets, shed tears 
and prayed for us as they did 100 years ago 
in Çanakkale. We will always remember 
your devotion and loyalty. I am pleased to 
see that your moral support has also ex-
tended into concrete measures with regard 
to our fight against FETÖ. Members of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation unan-
imously declared FETÖ a terrorist organi-
zation at the meeting of the Council of For-
eign Ministers that was held in Tashkent. 
Furthermore, Chad, Guinea, Pakistan, 
Gabon, Turkic Republics and many other 
countries are taking decisions that comply 
with the spirit of our brotherhood.

I would like to underline once again that 
the Fethullah Terrorist Organization and 
its ringleader in Pennsylvania who is delu-
sional enough to consider himself Mahdi 
is a big threat not only to Turkey, but also 
to all countries which they have infiltrated 
in one way or another. Are children of gov-
ernment officials in these countries study-
ing in their schools? Most of them are. Are 
children of elites in these countries study-
ing in those schools? They are. Remember 
that those children will one day hold high 
office. In some cases, they may already do 
so. One head of state told me, “They were 
part of my office and I only found out after 
you warned me.” What does this mean? It 
means the bomb is in the harem; this is a 
most precarious situation. 

As your brother and friend, I feel com-
pelled to tell you about this coup attempt. 
This was 40 years in the making. In those 

40 years, they infiltrated our armed forces, 
police and the judiciary. They were able to 
attempt the coup due to their presence in 
these institutions. 

They are the neo-hashashins. Behind the 
veil of education, dialog, philanthropy 
and service lies deceit, slander, thievery, 
deviance, revenge and blood. Today, we 
see clearly the hand of this organization 
behind many events that took place in our 
country in recent years, including political 
assassinations, terror incidents, economic 
manipulations and corruption. 

We must fight against FETÖ with the same 
determination as we fight against Daesh, 
PKK, Al-Qaeda, Boko Haram and Al-
Shabaab. Any delay or time lost in fighting 
against FETÖ will lead to major problems. 
In this respect, our Maarif Foundation as 
well as government bodies and non-gov-
ernmental organizations stand ready to 
support you in every way.

The vote at the European 
Parliament is null and void 

Dear Friends,

Brothers understand each other very well. 
Unfortunately, many of the Western insti-
tutions did not show a tenth of the solidar-
ity we received from your countries. Our 
nation paid a heavy price on July 15 and 
was subjected to unfair criticism and un-
founded accusations. Our nation embraced 
democracy and was almost punished for it, 
instead of being appreciated. Such double 
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During the summit, we also shared with 
member states the economic cooperation 
activities carried out in COMCEC and the 
progress regarding the implementation of 
COMCEC strategy. In this context, I would 
like to express my gratitude to all member 
states for their support to the work on our 
strategy. 

At the summit, we also approved and put 
into force the 2025 Program of Action of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, 
an important instrument for cooperation 
that will guide the work of our organiza-
tion for the next decade. I believe that the 
goals of this program will be successful-
ly realized. The program will contribute 
significantly to cooperation between our 
countries. Member states and organiza-
tions have an important responsibility in 
this regard.

COMCEC will play a very significant role 
in the implementation of the economic 
and trade aspects of the Program of Ac-
tion. In this respect, coherence and co-
operation between different bodies will 
remain an important point. I would like 
to take this opportunity to congratulate 
the new Secretary General of the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation Yousef 
Al-Othaimeen and the new President of 
the Islamic Development Bank Bandar 
Hajjar and wish them success.

We must develop economic 
relations and increase trade

Dear Brothers,

As you know, COMCEC Strategy which 
was approved in 2012 added new impetus 
to the existing economic and commercial 
cooperation within COMCEC since 1984. 
The two implementation mechanisms of 
the strategy, which are the working groups 
and COMCEC project finance, are working 
well. Working groups on sectors are con-
vening experts from member states in co-
operation areas foreseen in the strategy to 
contribute to the exchange of information 
and experience between our states. The 
implementation by member states of the 
policy recommendations that the working 
groups agree on is of vital importance to 
create maximum benefit from these meet-
ings. I invite member states to actively uti-
lize the working groups and COMCEC pro-
ject finance.

Similarly, we must develop economic rela-
tions and increase trade volume between 
our countries. In 2015, intra-OIC trade vol-
ume increased to more than 20 percent to 
reach a value of 347.1 million dollars.

The new Program of Action envisions a 6 
percent increase in trade between mem-
bers of the organization in the next 10 
years. I believe that this is a modest goal. 
We can raise intra-OIC trade to 30 percent 
in view of the potential our countries pos-
sess in this area. On the same note, I would 
like to say that it is necessary to implement 
the Trade Preferential System for the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation because 
this is the most important COMCEC pro-

Prejudice, racist attacks and otherization 
against Muslims are unfortunately on the 
rise. An association, a masjid or a work-
place belonging to a Muslim is attacked or 
burned every day. 

As Islamic countries, I believe that we 
must raise our voice and react to double 
standards and actions that harm our peo-
ple. We cannot allow Western countries to 
keep shifting the blame for their issues and 
crises to the Islamic world and Muslims. 
We must express our reaction democrati-
cally, otherwise those who are engaged in 
shifting blame will grow stronger. If we do 
not point out to these injustices, they will 
grow bolder. If we remain silent, terrorist 
organizations such as Al-Qaeda and Daesh 
will be “bad” for the West while other ter-
rorist organizations such as the PKK, YPG, 
DHKP-C, FETÖ that do not harm them for 
the moment will continue to be “good”.

We must all respect the ballot

If we say nothing, they will continue to 
extend the red-carpet treatment to the “ty-
rants with blood on their hands” who do 
their bidding and keep labelling those who 
criticize them as “dictators”. If they call 
someone a “dictator”, I think that person 
is a good person. There was an election in 
the United States. Predictions were proven 
wrong. Trump won the election against all 
odds. What did they start calling Trump 
in America? Dictator. People took to the 
streets in some European countries and 
shouted “dictator”. Where is your democ-
racy? Isn’t the ballot box democratic? Why 
not respect the result? They came to us 
and said “Trump is anti-Muslim, he speaks 

against Islam.” We are used to these politi-
cal maneuvers. This may be the discourse 
now, but mistakes are later corrected. We 
should not fall into this trap. If one believes 
in democracy, then everyone must respect 
the result from the ballot box.

Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed 
Delegates, 

Political and social developments undoubt-
edly have a negative impact on the econo-
my. We observe a significant slowdown in 
global trade since 2012 that does not bode 
well for growth. I am of the opinion that 
the 32nd COMCEC meeting today is very 
important in terms of discussing economic 
issues. We must mobilize all bodies of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation to en-
sure global peace and more prosperity and 
show our capacity to solve problems. 

Last April we held the 13th Summit meet-
ing in Istanbul. We discussed the problems 
encountered in Islamic countries and pos-
sible solutions. We will follow up on these 
decisions and implement them during our 
presidency. Work has been initiated for the 
finalization of the statutes of the Police Co-
ordination Center that will be established 
in Istanbul. I hope that the outcome of the 
meeting in Istanbul between our ministers 
responsible for youth and sports will be 
beneficial for Muslim youth. The Women’s 
Forum organized with the participation of 
ministers responsible for women’s affairs 
is the first of its kind in the history of our 
organization. I am pleased to see that our 
proposal during that meeting to establish a 
Women’s Council was adopted. 



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5” September 2014 - December 2019Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

241240

ject in the field of trade. I invite member 
states to provide their list of concessions 
to COMCEC to enable the initiation of the 
system. I also ask member states to contin-
ue to support the Standards and Metrology 
Institute for Islamic Countries. 

As you will remember, I put forth a proposal 
during my speech to the 13th Islamic Sum-
mit about the establishment of an arbitra-
tion center in Istanbul for the settlement of 
disputes. In this framework, the Union of 
Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of 
Turkey and the Islamic Chamber of Com-
merce, Industry and Agriculture initiated 
some work based on the decision taken 
during the 32nd COMCEC Follow-up Com-
mittee meeting in May. I hope that this pro-
cess may be completed as soon as possible. 

The recent meeting of the COMCEC Pov-
erty Alleviation Working Group discussed 
the very important topic of refugees and 
forced migration in Islamic countries. 
As Islamic countries, we must become 
more resilient against global crises. In this 
context, Islamic finance which offers as-
set-based solutions that adhere to moral 
principles can provide guidance. I am of 
the opinion that a participation approach 
in finance and steps that may be taken for 
a common currency or even a standard of 
gold may be appropriate. The size of the Is-
lamic finance market grew by an average 
of 15 percent annually from 2009 to 2015. 

The size of the global Islamic finance mar-
ket reached 2.1 trillion dollars in 2015. 

However, the potential of this system is 
estimated to be much greater at around 
7 trillion dollars. Therefore, the theme of 
this year’s Ministerial Exchange of Views 
Session was determined as “Developing Is-
lamic Finance Strategies in the OIC Coun-
tries”. 

I welcome the work of the COMCEC Stock 
Exchanges Forum and the COMCEC Cap-
ital Market Regulators Forum in the field 
of financial cooperation. As I stated in pre-
vious speeches, we follow very closely the 
work on the establishment of the COMCEC 
Real Estate Securities Exchange and the 
Gold Exchange. I hope that these efforts 
will be completed soon to the benefit of our 
countries. 

With these thoughts, I would like to end 
my remarks here and once again express 
my pleasure for the opportunity to host 
you in the beautiful city of Istanbul. I hope 
that the 32nd COMCEC meeting has a be-
nevolent outcome for member states. I sa-
lute all participants wholeheartedly. May 
the mercy and blessings of Allah be upon 
you. All the best.

Esteemed President, Distinguished Mem-
bers of the Foreign Economic Relations 
Board, Esteemed Members of the Business 
Community, Distinguished Guests,

I greet you wholeheartedly. 

I hope that the 30th General Assembly of 
DEİK will bring about positive develop-

ments for our country, nation, the busi-

ness community and members of DEİK. 

30th General Assembly means 30 years. I 

would like to extend my gratitude to every-

one who has served DEİK all this time for 

the purpose of developing our foreign eco-

nomic relations. 

Those Who Delay Investments 
and Projects Side With Those 

Who Attack Our Economy 

DEİK 30th General Assembly | İstanbul | December 24, 2016
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necessary precautions against these pub-
licly known – or, in some cases, unknown 
– attempts and disrupted this game. Our 
economy shrank only in 2009 and that was 
not because of us, but due to the global eco-
nomic crisis. We have seen in the last 3.5 
years that attacks on our country aim to 
create an economic crisis. 

Remember Gezi Events? What did they 
say? They said, “Do not consume, allow the 
economy to fail.” We also see that some of 
the most prominent business people imple-
menting important projects in our country 
were targeted during the December 17-25 
coup attempt by the police and the judici-
ary. Clearly, the main purpose behind the 
smear campaign against our country is to 
undermine our exports and tourism. If our 
people had not converted 12 billion dollars 
to support the economy after the July 15 
coup attempt, they would have resorted to 
the same game then. However, our nation 
heeded our call right away and converted 
all of their foreign currency in the market. 

We must take a determined and patient 
stance vis-à-vis recent fluctuations in the 
exchange rate as we did after July 15 and 
during previous attacks. This is why I call 
on everyone to invest, switch to the Turk-
ish Lira, and engage in production, exports 
and employment. These are the panacea to 
the poison that others try to inject us with. 

I keep repeating that interest rates must be 
lowered. Why do I say that interest rates 
must be lowered by public banks and oth-
ers? We must remove barriers before the 

entrepreneurs by lowering interest rates 
because we need investments for employ-
ment, production and competition. 

What does the financial sector do? They 
do not use their own capital, but the mon-
ey from the deposits of people. In other 
words, they sell the citizen’s money to the 
entrepreneur. They make a lot of money be-
cause they keep interest rates very high at 
around 15-17 percent. This cannot go on. 
I make them unhappy when I talk about 
these issues openly. 

We spend a lot of money to fight against ter-
rorist organizations. In addition, we spent 
20 billion dollars so far for the refugees. 
What about the rich West? What about hu-
man rights? They move heaven and earth 
when an animal is trapped in an oil spill, 
right? Close to 6 thousand people died in 
the Mediterranean and the Aegean seas in 
2016, but the Commissioner for Refugees 
is simply issuing statements without tak-
ing any measures. 

The European Union made some promises 
to Turkey. They were supposed to provide 
3 billion euros to Turkey until July 1 for 
the refugees. So far, we received only 677 
million euros. We do not need their money. 
Our nation will care for our Syrian broth-
ers as we have done in the past. We will not 
leave them to their fate. 

They forced the Treaty of Sèvres 
on us and we gave in to the 
Treaty of Lausanne

I wish all the best to the management of 
DEİK, chairpersons of the Business Coun-
cils and members who regularly accompa-
ny me on my international visits. I would 
like to stress that I will continue to stand 
by you and support you. 

We aim to increase our foreign trade to 1 
trillion dollars and national income to 2 
trillion dollars to become one of the top 10 
economies in the world. We can achieve 
this goal only if we work together. The 
business community in general and mem-
bers of DEİK in particular sincerely believe 
in our 2023 goals and do their utmost to 
achieve them. I would like to express my 
gratitude to you all for this effort. 

Our nation will never forget the business 
people and investors who are willing to 
make sacrifices for the people in times of 
difficulty. The current situation warrants 
such a sacrifice and you have important 
responsibilities together with the state 
to ensure that the attacks on the Turkish 
economy fail. In my opinion, anyone who 
postpones investments or projects at this 
critical time takes the same side with those 
who attack our economy. 

The government is supporting the business 
community and tradespeople by provid-
ing tax relief, removing bad credit history 
from records and facilitating borrowing. 
We will continue to do so. Our expectation 
from the business community is to spin 
the wheels of the economy faster and rein-
vigorate the markets. The most important 
reason for the current difficulties is a gen-

eral wait-and-see attitude. This is why we 
call for a “national mobilization” because 
the wait-and-see attitude feeds the specula-
tions on the exchange rate and the attacks 
on our economy. 

To counter the attacks on our economy, we 
must exhibit the same kind of determina-
tion we have in fighting terrorist organiza-
tions both within and outside our borders. 
Courageous individuals who put their pre-
cious lives at risk to defend their country 
and nation must be taken as an example 
by those who must use their capital for the 
same purpose. 

They try to direct our economy 
through currency speculation

Dear Brothers,

When our economy was attacked, I called 
on our nation and the business communi-
ty to convert to Turkish Lira. I know that 
some of them mocked this appeal. How-
ever, we have seen since 1994 that some 
people are trying to direct our economy 
through currency speculation. There is no 
rational economic reason behind this spec-
ulation; the aim is to create fertile ground 
for political maneuvers. The same game is 
played on countries such as Russia, China 
and Azerbaijan, but we will disrupt this 
game. We will shift to the local currency 
in foreign trade to shake off the pressure 
from the exchange rate. 

They tried to pull us into these traps many 
times in the last 14 years. We always took 
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focus on innovation, hi-tech products and 
products that have high value-added. This 
is also true for sectors such as the defense 
industry which has a critical importance 
for our future. I believe that the coopera-
tion between the state and the private sec-
tor will help to change our production and 
foreign trade structure in line with these 
requirements as soon as possible. 

If our food, textile, electronic, furniture, 
machinery and cleaning products are not 
flooding the markets in the Gulf region, the 
Balkans and North Africa, then we must be 
doing something wrong. These areas offer 
important opportunities for social, cultur-
al and commercial integration. We must be 
influential in our own geography so that 
we have the strength and courage to move 
on to other areas. As in many other things, 
the formula for success here is obvious: 
work, work hard, work day and night. In 
this respect, I have full confidence in you. 

We moved from 51st to 12th place 
in growth rankings

Dear Brothers,

The final point that I would like to share 
with you is about the national accounts 
system regarding basic economic indica-
tors. Our system was revised in accordance 
with the European System of Accounts. In 
this framework, current economic indi-
cators were corrected retrospectively and 
published again. According to the new sys-
tem of calculation, our GDP was revised 

upward from 800 billion dollars to 949 bil-
lion dollars and per capita income from 10 
thousand 800 dollars to 12 thousand 500 
dollars. 

Similarly, our average growth rate which 
was 4.7 percent since 2003 was revised up-
ward to 5.9 percent. According to this data, 
Turkey ranks third after Qatar and China 
in terms of growth rate between 2010-2015 
among countries with a national income of 
more than 100 billion dollars. In fact, we 
rank first in 2013 according to these crite-
ria. According to the new system of calcu-
lation, Turkey’s ranking for growth among 
all countries in the same period rose from 
51st to 12th place. 

You know other countries very well. I, 
too, have visited many countries over the 
course of these years during my official 
and working visits. Before these visits, I 
receive information about the economic 
outlook of the countries I will be visiting. 
When I visit countries that on paper are 
richer and more developed, I feel that most 
of the time facts on paper do not match 
what I see. The situation is very similar 
with respect to the EU member states. Do 
you think that we are not accepted to the 
European Union because of these econom-
ic indicators? It has nothing to do with it. 
The reason for not accepting Turkey as a 
member of the European Union is not eco-
nomic, but political. They do not accept 
us to the Union because of our faith. They 
know very well that Turkey will strength-
en the European Union in every way. Some 
politicians clearly state why Turkey is not 

We have martyrs in the Jarabulus opera-
tion and in our fight against terrorist or-
ganizations. We feel their loss deeply in 
our hearts, but we must acknowledge that 
the blood of martyrs transforms a piece of 
territory into our homeland. Turkish his-
tory is replete with similar sacrifice; we 
were not handed this homeland on a silver 
platter. In the decade preceding the estab-
lishment of our Republic, the total area of 
our lands decreased from approximately 
3 million square kilometers to 780,000 
square kilometers. They forced the Treaty 
of Sèvres on us and we gave in to the Trea-
ty of Lausanne. We were the number one 
country in the world in the 17th and 18th 
centuries only to be reduced to this size 
today. Everyone should know that we will 
not give an inch of our soil to any state or 
terrorist. 

Dear Friends,

Our economy has slowed down recently 
when compared to the previous 14 years. 
If some of this slowdown is due to politi-
cal feuding, some is certainly a reflection 
of the lingering problems from the global 
economic woes that began in 2008. 

In fact, Turkey is still in good shape despite 
many upheavals. Global trade has most-
ly been decreasing or, at best, increasing 
very slowly in the last 2 years. Nonethe-
less, Turkey’s share in global trade volume 
continues to increase regularly. Our share 
in global trade which was 0.98 percent in 
2009 reached 1.07 percent in 2015, and 
1.12 percent in the first two quarters of 
this year. 

We are not pleased to see our export fig-
ures go down. However, even with these 
numbers, we went up from a 0.89 percent 
share in global exports to 0.95 percent by 
the end of the second quarter of this year. 
As you can see, our path is clear. 

Our state provides all kinds of support to 
the business community at 163 commer-
cial attaché offices, commercial counselor 
services and trade offices around the world. 
The Turkish Exporters Assembly will soon 
inaugurate Turkish Trade Centers in 11 
countries to facilitate exports to interna-
tional markets. 

Our country and the business commu-
nity set their sights so high that our past 
achievements sometimes pale in compari-
son. To give you an example, the total size 
of the international projects undertaken 
by our contractors in 2002 was 20 million 
dollars. Today, it is more than 100 million 
dollars. The same is true for almost all of 
our economic data. 

The numbers before us also show our vul-
nerabilities and issues that we need to ad-
dress. Three quarters of our foreign trade 
deficit on a sectoral basis comes from chem-
icals, pharmaceuticals, metal products, 
machinery and equipment and recycling. 
In terms of commodity groups, the deficit 
in investment goods is more than one third 
of our total foreign trade deficit. Similarly, 
the share of hi-tech products in our foreign 
trade deficit is more than 40 percent. This 
data sends a clear message; we will not 
achieve our foreign trade goals unless we 
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made a member. They say “Turkey is not a 
member because you are Muslim.” 

Europeans exclude not only the Muslims, 
but also all others who are not like them. 
According to the acquis of the European 
Union, no ethnic group may be exiled or 
excluded. What France did to the Roma is 
in plain sight. Roma face ill treatment in 
many other member states of the European 
Union. On the other hand, we live peaceful-
ly with our Roma brothers. For example, I 
grew up with Roma friends in Kasımpaşa. 
Ours is an example of tolerance. 

Comparing Turkey with some of the new 
members states of the European Union 
who supposedly met all criteria points out 
to a very strange state of affairs. I am sure 
that you are also aware of the contradic-
tions between numbers and the actual sit-
uation. 

On the other hand, the criteria for statistical 
calculations inevitably change over time. 
Many communication and software servic-
es that were not available until a quarter of 

a century ago have become an indispensa-
ble part of our lives. Similarly, many prod-
ucts and services that were deemed to be 
very important in the past are, to a great 
extent, no longer needed. We must update 
statistics by taking these changes into con-
sideration in order to correctly assess the 
current situation and make the right plans 
for the future. What we do in Turkey is no 
more than such an update. New data does 
not overstate the facts; on the contrary, it 
helps us determine our actual situation. 
Statistical date confirms our observations. 
This is in keeping with the principle of 
“You must measure it to manage it.”

We must measure correctly so that we can 
manage properly. Therefore, I find the ob-
jections to statistical methods to be mis-
placed. I believe that we must all show re-
spect to science and facts. 

With these thoughts, I would like to reiter-
ate my best wishes to you on the occasion 
of the 30th General Assembly of DEİK and 
salute you with affection and respect. All 
the best.

Distinguished Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Esteemed Heads of Delegations, Es-
teemed Ministers, Mr. Secretary General, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to extend my heartfelt greet-
ings to you all. I am very happy to be among 

you on the occasion of the 13th Summit of 

the Economic Cooperation Organization. I 

pray to Allah that this summit which is tak-

ing place at a critical time brings blessings 

to our countries, our region, and all of hu-

manity. 

We Cannot Jeopardize Our Future 
For The Interests of Those Who 

are Foreign to The Region 

13th Summit of the Economic Cooperation Organization
İslamabad, Pakistan | March 1, 2017
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Dear Friends,

Energy is one of the areas we must focus on 
in order to strengthen the Economic Coop-
eration Organization further. My country 
will provide support to all initiatives which 
will make this subject an important com-
ponent of our cooperation. In addition, we 
also have to utilize the existing platforms 
in the organization more effectively in 
fields such as agriculture, environment 
and tourism. We attach great importance 
to the 2025 Vision. We believe that this vi-
sion will effectively guide our cooperation 
efforts in the next 10 years. 

In terms of the implementation of the vi-
sion document, we believe that it is impor-
tant to establish the Vision Fund. It will be 
appropriate to set up the fund under the 
ECO Trade and Development Bank (ECO 
Bank) to ensure that it is operated efficient-
ly and productively. We must strengthen 
ECO Bank which is of critical importance 
for project and trade financing and diversi-
fy its activities.

Our solidarity is essential in the 
political arena 

Esteemed Brothers,

The calendar of our organization is full 
of many meetings every year on various 
subjects. However, we have not made suffi-
cient progress in coming up with concrete 
projects and implementing them.

As member states, we also have some prob-
lems with respect to taking ownership of 
this organization. There is no doubt that 
the best way to show that we support this 
organization is to fulfill our budgetary re-
sponsibilities. I am confident that we will 
overcome problems in this area. I hope that 
the reform process launched with a view 
to reinforcing the expertise and human re-
sources capacity of the secretariat will be 
completed successfully. We can strengthen 
our economic and trade relations only by 
overcoming threats against our security 
and stability.

I would like to place emphasis on one spe-
cific point: even though this meeting is a 
summit of the Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization, the underlying framework is 
defined by politics and political perspec-
tives. Therefore, we cannot disregard poli-
tics as we take steps for the benefit of our 
community of brothers. Our solidarity in 
the political arena is of crucial importance.

Many countries have problems regarding 
this issue. For instance, both Afghanistan 
and Azerbaijan have been suffering for 
years. Our organization and its member 
countries cannot ignore the Nagorno Kara-
bakh problem. The talks that are ongoing 
for over 20 years did not yield any results. 
The Minsk Group has not been able to solve 
this problem. This means that we have to 
take matters into our own hands. We have 
to take firm steps in solidarity with both 
ECO and the Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration in all matters that concern member 
countries. We must all mention Armenia’s 

I would like to thank the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan who organized the summit and 
extended their traditional hospitality to us, 
as well as our host Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif. I would also like to thank the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran and President Rouhani, 
who hosted the secretariat of the organi-
zation and handed over the rotating pres-
idency to Pakistan, for their contributions 
and hard work. I would like to congratulate 
Secretary General Halil İbrahim Akça and 
his team who carried out their secretarial 
duties with great success.

Esteemed Brothers,

The Economic Cooperation Organization 
extends across approximately 8,000,000 
km2 and covers a population of over 400 
million. At the same time, this organiza-
tion which we are a proud member of, 
represents our common values, deep-root-
ed history and brotherhood. The summit 
meeting offers us a major opportunity to 
take stock and make an overall assessment 
of our organization, identify our shortcom-
ings and bolster our vision accordingly.

The current figures clearly show that we 
are not sufficiently mobilizing our poten-
tial. Although the region of the Economic 
Cooperation Organization represents 6.2 
percent of the world’s population, its share 
in world trade is only 2 percent. Therefore, 
it is imperative that we take steps to in-
crease intra-regional trade. That is why it is 
very important to enforce ECOTA. I invite 
concerned member countries to fulfill the 
conditions necessary for realizing this pro-

ject. Likewise, we should increase the qual-
ity of the air, road and railroad connections 
in order to increase trade and contacts be-
tween our countries.

The theme of our summit “Connecting 
Transportation, Communication and 
Trade Lines for Regional Prosperity” is a 
clear manifestation of this need. The effec-
tive implementation of the Transit Trans-
port Framework Agreement will help form 
region-wide transportation corridors. We 
have carried out many big projects in recent 
years in Turkey within this framework. We 
completed and inaugurated the Yavuz Sul-
tan Selim Bridge as well as Marmaray and 
Eurasia Tunnels, all connecting Asia with 
Europe. We connected the northern and 
southern shores of the Marmara Sea with 
the Osman Gazi Bridge. We attach great im-
portance to the ongoing Edirne-Kars High-
Speed Train and Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railroad 
projects and the 1915 Çanakkale Bridge to 
be built over the Dardanelles Strait. In fact, 
these investments are components of the 
modern version of the ancient Silk Road. 
In this context, I believe that the new silk 
Road Project by China called “One Belt, 
One Road” is also very important.

Currently under construction, Istanbul’s 
third airport, which will be the largest air-
port in the world, will contribute greatly to 
our region. We implement these projects 
not only for ourselves but also for over 400 
million sisters and brothers who live in the 
region of the Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization.



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5” September 2014 - December 2019Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

251250

occupation in all international meetings. I 
believe that it will be easier to get results if 
we act together.

The same is also true for Afghanistan. If Af-
ghanistan is left on its own, it will never rid 
itself of the scourge of terrorism.

We have to increase our solidarity and co-
operation against all types of terrorism. 
Today, Turkey is waging a difficult fight 
against bloody terrorist organizations such 
as Daesh, FETÖ, PKK and PYD. We have 
to purge our region from these murderous 
gangs who violently massacre innocent 
people and recognize no principle, morals 
or values. 

We cannot allow Muslims to be held re-
sponsible for the inhuman murders com-
mitted by these terrorist organizations. We 
also need to be alert against schemes that 
try to provoke ethnic and sectarian con-
flict, competition and chaos in our region. 
We cannot jeopardize our future for the 
interests of those who are foreign to the re-
gion. Our primary duty is to stop the blood-

shed in brotherly countries such as Syria, 
Iraq, Yemen and Libya and put out the fire 
of sedition. 

Turkey will continue to work for the 
well-being, peace and security of its own 
citizens as well as the 400 million brothers 
and sisters that live in the countries which 
are members of this organization.

On the other hand, we also need to increase 
our solidarity with our brothers and sisters 
in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cy-
prus who are unfairly subjected to isola-
tion. In this context, it would be helpful to 
make the Turkish Republic of Northern Cy-
prus which is a temporary observer in the 
Economic Cooperation Organization into 
a permanent observer and encourage our 
organization to hold some ECO activities in 
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

On behalf of myself and my country, I 
would like to thank all of our brothers who 
have contributed to the organization of 
this summit.

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim 

The Prime Minister of Palestine and My 

Dear Brother Hamdallah, Secretary Gen-

eral of the Organization of Islamic Cooper-

ation Mr. Al-Othaimeen, Esteemed Minis-

ters, Distinguished Guests, 

I would like to greet you all wholehearted-
ly with feelings of affection and respect. 
Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. 

I would like to thank each and every one 
of you for your participation in the “The 
International Forum on Jerusalem Endow-
ments” organized under our patronage. It 

“The Law of The Supremes” 
Has Prevailed Over The Issue of 

Palestine For Many Years 

The International Forum on Jerusalem Endowments 
İstanbul | May 8, 2017
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Indeed, time in Jerusalem flows not ac-
cording to our time, but in its own time. Je-
rusalem is love, it is yearning; it is the light 
in the eye of humanity, the joy of its heart. 
Jerusalem is the place closest to heavens 
on earth, as it is the second stop in Israa 
and the first step of Miraj. Jerusalem, 
the first Qibla of the ummah and the city 
of prophets, is the dignity and honor of 
Muslims. 

It is every Muslim’s duty to look 
after and respect Jerusalem 

At this point, I would like to relay a hadith 
to provide us guidance. One day Maymu-
nah Bint Sa’d asks our beloved Prophet 
(pbuh), “Give us a pronouncement about 
Al-Aqsa Mosque.” The Honorable One says, 
“Visit it and pray there.” She further asks, 
“If we cannot visit, what shall we do, oh re-
sullallah?” He responds, “Then send some 
oil to be used for its lamps.” 

Similarly, our Prophet (pbuh) said in an-
other hadith “Journey is only made to 
three masjids; these are Masjid al-Haram, 
Masjid an-Nabawi and Al-Aqsa Mosque.” 
The messages of our Prophet (pbuh) about 
Jerusalem are very clear and obvious.

That is why Muslims have considered each 
day that Jerusalem has been under occu-
pation and trodden by the dirty feet of 
the crusaders, a source of indignity. Sala-
huddin Ayyubi did not have a good night’s 
sleep until Jerusalem was liberated. Sala-
huddin Ayyubi, the second conqueror of 

Jerusalem, mostly slept in his tent even 
when he was not on an expedition with his 
army. Some people asked him, “Oh Sala-
huddin, why don’t you sleep in your home 
like other sultans?” Sultan Salahuddin re-
sponded by saying, “When Allah’s home is 
held captive, how can Salahuddin sleep in 
his own home?”.

Indeed! This is how Jerusalem should be 
seen by Muslims. Looking after Jerusa-
lem and according Jerusalem due respect 
are duties of all Muslims. Jerusalem is not 
only a cause for our Palestinian brothers. 
Praise be to Allah, we are, as a nation, the 
grandchildren of a generation that had 
the honor of serving Jerusalem, Baitul 
Maqdis and Al-Khalil, the city of Ibrahim, 
for 400 years. For four centuries, we held 
the honor of ameliorating, reconstructing 
and protecting this holy and praiseworthy 
land. Today, we continue to appreciate Je-
rusalem in the same way as Suleiman the 
Magnificent did when he had the inscrip-
tion “La ilaha illallah İbrahim Khalilull-
ah” placed on the Jaffa Gate which was 
restored by him, or as the Architect Sinan 
who opened up space for Jews to worship 
outside the Western Wall. 

We fought our biggest battles on the south-
ern front during World War I to protect 
Mecca, Medina and Jerusalem. We were 
not able to stop the occupation despite 
the victories we had in Çanakkale and Kut 
Al-Amara. Jerusalem which we have shed 
blood to protect ever since the First Cru-
sades has, unfortunately, not seen peace 
since then. Due to the responsibility we 

gives me great pleasure to host the friends 
of Jerusalem in Istanbul, the city of civili-
zations and history where continents meet.

I congratulate everyone who contributed 
to the organization of this important event 
including our Directorate General of Foun-
dations, the Islamic Development Bank 
and the International Islamic Endowment 
Institute. I would like to bid a warm wel-
come to our brothers from all corners of 
the world who have accepted our invita-
tion to come here for the sake of Jerusalem 
and for the future of this holy city. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
send our greetings to all lovers of Jerusa-
lem from Istanbul, sister city of Jerusalem, 
its confidante and its true friend. From 
this ancient capital and the city of saints 
and prophets, I greet and pay homage with 
respect and longing to Makkah Al-Mukar-
ramah, the city where the heart of Islam 
lies, and Medina Munawara, our Prophet’s 
(pbuh) favorite. Through you, I extend my 
deepest affection to all the oppressed who 
have turned their eyes, hearts and ears to-
wards us.

Allow me to applaud the brave children, 
courageous youth, valiant women, and 
the bold men of Palestine and Jerusalem 
who stood up to occupation and oppres-
sion and gave life to the poem “Walk my 
fellow, let the power of Quds embrace your 
step.” I especially salute the self-sacrificing 
fathers of Palestine who make their bodies 
a shield for their children against those 
cruel bullets. I am sending my greetings 
and prayers to 8 million Palestinian broth-
ers and sisters who are displaced and have 

to live away from their lands, and some of 
whom passed away with the yearning of 
their homeland still in their hearts. I con-
vey my respects to all conscientious people, 
regardless of their religion or nation, who 
fight for Jerusalem and against injustice 
and occupation in Palestine. I pray to Allah 
that this important forum yields beneficial 
results for all of Palestine, for Jerusalem 
and Haram al-Sharif in particular. 

Esteemed Brothers,

Jerusalem is a holy city for all three Abra-
hamic religions. It represents the essence 
and the history of humanity. Palestine’s 
national poet, the late Mahmoud Darwish, 
describes this quality of Jerusalem won-
derfully when he writes “In Jerusalem, 
and I mean within the ancient walls, I walk 
from one epoch to another (…).”

Likewise, poet Nuri Pakdil expresses the 
significance of Jerusalem that transcends 
time and space in his poetry:

“Go to Mount Sinai

So you shall know where Quds is

I carry Quds with me like a wristwatch

Set it not to Quds

And your time will be wasted

Frozen it will be

Your eyes shall stop to see”

Nuri Pakdil
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only Islamic endowments. We regard the 
endowments from other religions in the 
same framework. In Islam, everyone’s life, 
property, freedom of worship, places of wor-
ship, customs and traditions were secured 
in Jerusalem regardless of their faith. The 
Jewish population of Jerusalem who were 
slain in the Crusades were able to return to 
Jerusalem only after the conquest, under 
the protection of the Muslims. Our view of 
the present and the future is shaped with 
this understanding. 

I believe that this historic forum will shed 
light on the international activities aim-
ing to support the endowments that were 
founded to serve Jerusalem. 

We should never forget that the endow-
ments may be the only refuge in occupied 
Jerusalem for the youth, the elderly, or-
phans and the disabled. Endowments are 
the only way in which places of worship, 
hospitals, schools, orphanages, markets 
and soup kitchens may survive. At this 
point, let me stress that in spite of all ob-
stacles by Israel, the whole Islamic com-
munity should be supporting the activities 
carried out by the Islamic Waqf operating 
under the King of Jordan Abdullah II who 
is responsible for the protection of Haram 
al-Sharif. Our state archives have individ-
ual records of all Ottoman endowments, 
their lands, revenues and expenses. I in-
vite all researchers to make use of this 
source. Recently, we gave copies of our ar-
chival records to our Palestinian brothers 
for their title deed investigations in Jeru-
salem. Through TİKA, our international 

development agency, we undertake the 
restoration of homes and shops in East Je-
rusalem and help preserve the historical 
fabric of the city.

These activities that reflect centuries-old 
experience and depth will continue at an 
increasing pace in the future. However, 
let me reiterate one point that I empha-
size everywhere whenever the issue of 
Jerusalem is mentioned. As Muslims, we 
must visit Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa Mosque 
frequently. Statistics show that we have 
a long distance to cover in this field. In 
2015, around 600 thousand Americans, 
400 thousand Russians and 300 thousand 
French visited Jerusalem. Among Muslim 
countries, Turkey ranked highest in terms 
of visitors and even that number was only 
26 thousand. We must concede that we 
need to do more. I would like to call on my 
nation from this platform: what is stop-
ping hundreds of thousands of Turks from 
visiting the Al-Aqsa Mosque? There is no 
excuse, everyone should go. The strongest 
support we can offer our brothers and sis-
ters there will be our presence in Jerusa-
lem.

Israel continues to 
“deMuslimize” Jerusalem

Dear Brothers,

It will be impossible to establish peace and 
stability in our region until the Palestinian 
issue is solved fairly. The primary step to 
ensure a fair solution is to respect interna-

inherited from our faith and history, we 
attach great importance to Jerusalem, the 
cause for Jerusalem and the struggle that 
our Palestinian brothers wage for their 
rights and justice. We work hard to make 
Jerusalem a city of peace and security yet 
again.

The 13th Islamic Summit which we hosted 
in Istanbul in 2016 made a historic deci-
sion and extended a call for the economic 
strengthening of the Palestinian people 
and the city of Jerusalem. As the current 
President of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, we work hard to contribute 
to this goal.

Jerusalem is a treasure of 
endowments 

Dear Friends,

The institution of endowments is the ide-
al place to further these goals. Our civi-
lization is a civilization of endowments. 
Endowments are the embodiment of the 
divine order that asks us to “compete for 
doing good deeds and piety”. Likewise, 
they have been the keystones of our social 
life for thousands of years. Our tradition 
of endowments has played a major role in 
our survival in spite of many attacks and 
catastrophes throughout history. There is 
no doubt that endowments are very impor-
tant in Jerusalem. Jerusalem is a treasure 
of endowments. We can see the traces of 
endowments in the history of Jerusalem 
from the time of Caliph Umar to Salahud-

din Ayyubi, the Ottomans and the present 
day. Was that not the case with the histori-
cal artifacts in Syria? There was a rich his-
torical heritage in Syria. Unfortunately, it 
is being destroyed as we speak.

Endowments have a big role both in charita-
ble activities and in preserving the Islamic 
character of the Al-Aqsa Mosque. There are 
countless examples for this, so let me share 
only a few of those here. The al-Maghareba 
Quarter founded next to the Al Buraq wall 
following Salahuddin Ayyubi’s conquest 
of Jerusalem is a unique neighborhood of 
endowments. After the 1967 occupation, 
this quarter was bulldozed along with its 
800-year history. This is a small-scale sum-
mary of the Palestinian issue. Another ma-
jor endowment is Haseki Sultan Imaret, 
established by Hurrem Sultan. This estab-
lishment has been helping the hungry and 
the poor for centuries. Visitors to the Is-
lamic Museum at Al-Aqsa Mosque can see 
the cauldrons used to distribute food in 
the past, as well as the wooden schedules 
where the names of the recipients of char-
ity were written down. Similarly, various 
family endowments serve to protect the 
poor and preserve the Islamic character 
of East Jerusalem. We regard our histori-
cal endowments in Jerusalem not only as a 
heritage of the past, but also as institutions 
that will take us into the future.

We work very hard to revive, revitalize and 
strengthen our endowments in Jerusalem, 
a city that has been under occupation for 
50 years. Our duty is to support you as best 
as we can. Endowments do not include 
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forces. Spreading over an area of 144 du-
nums, Haram al-Sharif includes the Al-Aq-
sa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock and, 
as a whole, belongs only to Muslims until 
eternity. We will never consent to provo-
cations that aim to change the character 
of Jerusalem. Israel must end the harass-
ment, as well as excavation and construc-
tion activities that threaten the sanctity 
and integrity of Haram al-Sharif. I had 
commissioned a book on the archeologi-
cal findings in Haram al-Sharif during the 
term of the former Israeli Prime Minister 
Olmert. We sent this book to all relevant 
places around the world and still do so. 

We will never let the azaan  
be silenced under the  
Jerusalem sky

Another subject is the azaan. There is a 
draft law in the Israeli Parliament that 
aims to stop the morning call for prayer in 
mosques. It is shameful to even consider 
this. It is also unfortunate that those who 
preach to us about freedom of religion and 
conscience at every opportunity remain si-
lent and appear to give their implicit con-
sent to this step. God willing, we will not 
permit the silencing of the aazan under the 
Jerusalem sky.

If you have faith, why are you afraid of the 
freedom of religion? We have no such con-
cerns. Why not? Because we have faith. We 
are not afraid of the freedom of religion. 
The rulers of Israel should not be afraid of 
the aazan if they believe in their own faith. 

In this context, we will never treat the Jew-
ish citizens in our country unfairly. We 
have never done this and we never will.

The best response to this repressive men-
tality came from our brothers in Jerusalem 
who called out the morning aazan from 
their homes. This act reminded me of my 
friends who recited the aazan in our ward 
when I was in prison. Sooner or later, we 
will respond to those who transform the 
world into a prison. I communicated our 
clear position on this issue to the Israeli 
President Mr. Rivlin. We will continue to 
monitor the issue closely as the President 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation.

Esteemed Guests,

I believe that our Palestinian brothers will 
strengthen their unity at this critical junc-
ture and continue to fight for their rights 
and freedoms with a much stronger front. 
We want to see all of our Palestinian broth-
ers including those in Jerusalem, West 
Bank, Gaza and the diaspora acting in uni-
son; this is what is owed to Palestinian mar-
tyrs. This is the yearning and hope of 1.7 
billion Muslims in the world. Palestine is, 
and must be, one with Gaza and the West 
Bank. This is not the time to have divisions, 
this is the time to close ranks. In this con-
text, I regard the Political Document re-
cently declared by Hamas a valuable step 
both for the Palestinian cause and the pro-
cess of reconciliation between Hamas and 
Fatah. This document is a game changer. 
Hopefully, Palestinian’s fight for rights and 
freedoms will become even stronger from 
now on.

tional law and comply with the decisions 
that are taken. Nobody and no country can 
or should be above the law. Yet, “the Law 
of the Supremes” has prevailed over the 
issue of Palestine for many years. Draw-
ing its courage from various powers, Israel 
persistently and obstinately continues to 
disregard law. In spite of all the decisions 
taken against it, Israel carries on with oc-
cupation, persecution, violence and “de-
Muslimization” of Jerusalem. What is the 
difference between the current practices 
of the Israeli administration and the racist 
and apartheid policies pursued against the 
black populations previously in the United 
States and, until recently, in South Africa? 
What are the legal grounds for the Jewish 
settlements that cover the West Bank like 
poison ivy and lay siege to the lives of our 
Palestinian brothers? How can we come to 
terms with the current restrictions in Gaza 
in our conscience? Is there justice or hu-
manity in that? Surely, not!

Then, where does the Israeli adminis-
tration draw its power and heedlessness 
from? Well, they know well that the crimes 
they commit and the massacres they carry 
out in front of the eyes of the whole world 
will not be met with any retaliation. They 
know very well that they will not be held 
accountable in the slightest for the dead 
bodies of innocent children crushed by Is-
raeli bombs while they were playing ball on 
the beach. They also know that there will 
be no sanctions against their violations of 
even the most fundamental human rights. 
Each unpunished crime will make the per-
petrator more daring. This is the reason 

why Israel keeps committing more and 
more crimes in Palestine. Unless Israel is 
held accountable before international law 
for the murders, massacres and brutality it 
has inflicted, the search for peace and sta-
bility in the region will be futile.

The only solution will be the establishment 
of an independent and sovereign state of 
Palestine within the 1967 borders, with 
East Jerusalem as its capital. There has to 
be pressure on Israel for this to happen. Let 
me tell you that we view recent develop-
ments in the Peace Process with cautious 
optimism. We have been supporting the 
diplomatic efforts by Palestine led by Pres-
ident Mahmoud Abbas and will continue 
to do so.

In this context, everyone should act with 
respect and care on issues that pertain to 
the status of Jerusalem. Even the discus-
sion of a possible move of the US Embassy 
in Israel to Jerusalem is wrong. This should 
not be on our agenda. We continue to bring 
this up at the highest levels. For some, this 
may sound like a simple change of place 
for a nameplate. Those who think so ignore 
the vast repercussions of stirring the del-
icate balance in the holy lands where dis-
placing even a stone, let alone a nameplate, 
will have ramifications. 

Another important subject is the attacks 
and harassment against our first Qibla, the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque. There is a very danger-
ous escalation. Only in 2016, over 14 thou-
sand radical Israelis entered the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, accompanied by armed security 
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We hope that the year 2017 will be a turn-
ing point for the Palestinian cause as this is 
the year when there will be many critical 
anniversaries. 2017 is the 1,380th anniver-
sary of the establishment of Islamic rule 
over Jerusalem during the time of Caliph 
Umar, 830th anniversary of Salahuddin 
Ayyubi’s conquest of Jerusalem, 500th 
anniversary of the transfer of the control 
over Jerusalem to the Ottoman Empire, 
100th anniversary of the Balfour Declara-
tion that constituted the first step leading 
to the current problems in Palestine, and 
the 50th anniversary of Israel’s occupation 
of East Jerusalem. In the future, we want 
our children to remember the year 2017 as 

the year when full unity and reconciliation 
came to Palestine.

I hope that this meeting yields beneficial 
results for the happiness of the ummah 
and the future of Jerusalem as Salahuddin 
Ayyubi stated in his will. I would like to 
thank each and every one of you for honor-
ing the International Forum on Jerusalem 
Endowments with your presence. I would 
like to commemorate with mercy and grat-
itude all of our martyrs and everyone who 
gave their lives for this cause. 

I wish you a productive meeting and Al-
lah’s blessings on all of you. All the best.

Esteemed Heads of State and Government, 
Distinguished Participants, 

I greet you all with my deepest respect 
and affection. I would like to thank our 
hosts at this important event, the Chinese 
officials and particularly my dear friend 
President Xi for the hospitality they have 
extended to us.

Dubbed as the New Silk Road, this initia-
tive will have a lasting impact on the future 
as it advances towards its goal of connect-
ing Asia, Europe, Africa and even South 
America. The “Belt and Road” will contrib-
ute to enhancing the infrastructure plans 
and technical standards of the countries on 
its route and help develop intercontinental 
road, maritime and air corridors. The suc-

The New Silk Road Initiative 
Will Contribute to Stability and 

Prosperity in The Region 

Meeting of the Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation
Beijing, China | May 14, 2017
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cess of the project will depend on whether 
the countries on this route facilitate trade, 
cooperate in the field of customs, elimi-
nate non-tariff barriers and encourage in-
vestments. The financial integration of the 
project will be deepened as the national 
funds of the countries on this route join 
the project along with the Silk Road Fund. 
The encouragement of intergovernmental 
cooperation will also enable the flourish-
ing of a strong atmosphere of solidarity in 
the political arena.

Likewise, comprehensive cultural coop-
eration activities in the fields of tourism, 
science, technology and media, and the 
expansion of student and staff exchange 
programs will serve towards reaching the 
goals of the initiative.

The New Silk Road initiative covers more 
than 60 countries around the world and 
extends across an area of more than 40 
million km2. It is a highly significant pro-
ject that covers 4.5 billion people in the 
world. For countries that will benefit from 
the bilateral, multilateral and regional co-
operation schemes, it is essential that this 
initiative is carried out with a “win-win” 
perspective. The setting up of such a sys-
tem that is politically and economically 
compatible will open the door to a new era 
of stability and prosperity in our region.

It is estimated that Asia which is rapidly de-
veloping will need an average of 1.7 trillion 
dollars of investment annually until 2030 
for growth, combatting poverty and for 
taking measures against climate change. 

Efforts on such a large scale require coop-
eration rather than competition. Having 
contributed 2.6 billion dollars to its cap-
ital, Turkey is among the founders of the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and 
has a 2.48 percent voting right in the bank. 
Our goal is to set up joint funding mecha-
nisms to enable development projects that 
are much needed by all of us.

The center of the world economy 
is shifting east

Esteemed Heads of State and Government, 
Distinguished Participants, 

Currently, economic and commercial rela-
tions between Asia and Europe are rapidly 
developing and deepening. The center of 
the world economy is shifting east at 60 
and, according to some, even at 120 kilo-
meters per year. The fact that the trade 
volume between Europe and China alone 
reached 600 billion dollars confirms this 
finding.

Turkey lies at the crossroads of Asia and 
Europe and is one of the leading countries 
on the Silk Road. China’s “Silk Road Eco-
nomic Corridor” initiative integrates with 
our “Middle Corridor” project that aims to 
connect Europe to Central Asia and China 
through Anatolia. As you all know, Middle 
Corridor is a trade route project that starts 
from Turkey and travels to Georgia and 
Azerbaijan, thereafter crossing over the 
Caspian Sea into Turkmenistan, Kazakh-
stan, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan and Paki-
stan, ending in China.
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In this framework, we would like to act 
together with China and other countries 
on this route. In this context, the memo-
randum of understanding that we signed 
with China in 2015 during the G20 Sum-
mit in Antalya has been an important step 
for bilateral cooperation between our two 
countries.

We aim to make the Middle Corridor one of 
the substantial and complementary com-
ponents of the “Belt and Road”. We are tak-
ing steps to realize this initiative through 
various projects we carry out in our coun-
try and region. When the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars 
Railroad Project is commissioned within 
the next few months, an important pillar 
of the Middle Corridor will hopefully be 
completed. Furthermore, our “Caravanse-
rai Project” will enhance cooperation be-
tween customs authorities and enable the 
rapid movement of goods and services. 

Marmaray which connects Asia and Eu-
rope, Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge which 
was inaugurated on August 26, 2016 and 
the Eurasia Tunnel which was inaugurat-
ed on December 20, 2016, as well as Is-
tanbul’s new airport currently under con-
struction and the Çanakkale Bridge where 
construction has already begun, are major 
steps aimed at building our transporta-
tion infrastructure as part of the project. 

The construction of Zonguldak-Filyos, Iz-
mir-Çandarlı and Mersin Ports are impor-
tant efforts that form the maritime pillar of 
this project. The Edirne-Kars High-Speed 
Train Railroad Project across the country 
is another major project proposed by our 
country. We will be happy to complete this 
historic project with our Chinese friends. 

Esteemed Heads of State and Government, 
Distinguished Guests,

I believe that we have a “win-win” project 
before us that will serve peace and stabil-
ity. Therefore, this initiative by the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China deserves all forms 
of gratitude. Covering a vast geographical 
area, the initiative means the construction 
of a brand-new system with economic, 
political, social and cultural interconnec-
tions. The common goal is to ensure that 
this project will upgrade the living stand-
ards of our citizens through sustainable 
growth and development. I am convinced 
that this cooperation model will bring ben-
efits to everyone and be very successful. As 
Turkey, we are ready to offer all kinds of 
support to make this happen. 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
sincerely congratulate my friend President 
Xi and his team for this successful forum. 
Once again, I would like to convey to you 
my respect and affection. Thank you.

Esteemed Representatives of the Turkish 
and American Business Community, Dis-
tinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you all wholeheartedly with my 
deepest respects.

It gives me great pleasure to meet you in 
Washington on the occasion of my visit to 
meet President Trump. I hope that this im-

portant meeting organized by the Invest-
ment Support and Promotion Agency of 
Turkey will help to increase investments 
as well as financial and trade relations be-
tween Turkey and the United States. I am 
convinced that our strategic cooperation 
with the United States that covers a wide 
range of issues will be further strength-
ened through investment and trade. 

Once Our Investments Are 
Complete, Turkey Will Become 
an Investment and Trade Hub 

Reception for Leading US Investors and Fund Managers 
Washington D.C., USA | May 16, 2016
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respect to our country. The first quarter 
of 2017 saw growing international direct 
investments compared to the same period 
last year. Turkey is the 13th largest econo-
my in the world in terms of purchasing 
power parity and we believe that it has 
much more potential in receiving direct 
investments. 

For this purpose, we offer investors like 
yourselves many kinds of facilities through 
various agencies, including the Investment 
Support and Promotion Agency of Turkey 
attached directly to the Office of the Pres-
ident of the Republic of Turkey. Our In-
vestment Support and Promotion Agency 
works to support you in all stages of your 
investments. You can apply to our Agency 
at any stage of your investment.

Dear Guests,

I advise you to take advantage of the in-
vestment opportunities offered by Turkey 
to their fullest. With a domestic market 
of 80 million and a unique geographical 
location, our country offers significant op-
portunities for investors. Nowadays, many 
international companies use Turkey as an 
investment gateway to a large geograph-
ical area. Indeed, its unmatched location 
gives Turkey huge advantages in terms of 
accessing European, Central Asian, Middle 
Eastern and African markets. I can easily 
say that this geo-economic reality provides 
attractive investment possibilities for 
many countries of the world.

In fact, the projects we focused on in my 
visits to India, Russia, Kuwait and China 
during the first half of the month will gen-
erate tens of billions of dollars. Turkey is 
the most effective hub for the transatlantic 
business community thanks to its position 
straddling the continents of Europe, Asia 
and Africa. In confirmation of this, many 
multinational companies have started us-
ing Turkey as a hub for their operations 
in this large geographical area. We are de-
veloping very strong relations with these 
regions to establish a legal basis for trade, 
including the signing of free trade agree-
ments and agreements on the mutual pro-
tection of investments.

Investments such as the new airport in Is-
tanbul, currently under construction, and 
the Istanbul Finance Center reinforce the 
potential of Istanbul as a regional hub. 
Likewise, the vast flight network of Turk-
ish Airlines provides investors with con-
venient access to any significant commer-
cial center in the region. As you can see, we 
work hard to make Turkey a global invest-
ment hub. 

Turkey respects competition 
rules

In this framework, we attach great impor-
tance to the development of infrastructure 
which is essential for direct investments. 
We recently launched Marmaray and the 
Eurasia Tunnel which connect Asia and 
Europe under the Bosphorus Strait. Simi-
larly, Osman Gazi Bridge and Yavuz Sultan 

Today, the United States is one of our most 
important trade and investment partners. 
The United States ranks fifth in our exports 
and fourth with respect to our imports. As 
of the end of 2016, the trade volume be-
tween our countries is around 17.5 billion 
dollars. Surely, we do not consider this to 
be sufficient and hope to increase it by 
many folds. We will do this together with 
you, our valuable partners.

First of all, we need to take simultaneous 
steps in order to address the imbalance in 
our bilateral trade which has existed for 
many years. Last year, our exports to the 
United States was 6 billion 623 million 
dollars, while our imports reached 10 bil-
lion 868 million dollars. This is not a sus-
tainable balance for our country. We can 
improve this situation through a mutual 
increase in investments. 

Today, there are more than 1 thousand 
700 American companies active in Turkey. 
During the past decade, these companies 
invested more than 10 billion dollars in 
direct investment in Turkey. So far, none 
of the international entrepreneurs who in-
vested in Turkey have had any regrets or 
losses. Turkey is a country of opportuni-
ties with a strong banking system, a young 
and dynamic population, political stability, 
unique geographical position and the in-
centives it offers to investors. Since 2002, 
we have been working to expand these op-
portunities.

For the past 14 years, we never lost our 
reformist spirit as the governing politi-
cal body. We aligned ourselves with the 

dynamics of the global economy and con-
stantly updated and renewed ourselves, 
our economy and our political system. 
These reforms resulted in many achieve-
ments. During this period, our economy 
grew by 5.6 percent on average annually in 
real terms. Our per capita income grew by 
three-fold, while we rescued public finance 
from the yoke of populism and established 
firm control over it. We reduced Turkey’s 
public debt from 72 percent of the GDP to 
28 percent and further reduced our budget 
deficit from more than 10 percent down to 
around 1 percent. During the same period, 
we launched world-renowned infrastruc-
ture projects. 

International investor 
confidence in our country 
continues to grow

International investors were quick to no-
tice the economic growth and stability 
achieved by Turkey and invested 180 bil-
lion dollars in direct investments in Tur-
key in the past 14 years. Some may think 
this figure to be too low and, frankly, we do 
not consider it sufficient either. However, 
this achievement can be better appreciat-
ed considering that Turkey attracted only 
15 billion dollars in investments in the 80 
years preceding 2003. I am pleased to say 
that we continue to make good progress in 
this respect. 

Despite regional instability, the threat of 
terrorism and a failed coup attempt in re-
cent years, international investors contin-
ue to remain increasingly confident with 
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Selim Bridge that were recently inaugurat-
ed have shortened the distance between 
commercial and investment centers. When 
the first phase of the new airport in Istanbul 
is completed by the end of next year, we will 
push ahead with a passenger capacity of 90 
million. We have the possibility to increase 
this capacity up to 200 million when all oth-
er phases are complete.

In March, we laid the foundation of the 
1915 Çanakkale Bridge which will be first 
of its kind in the world. Our work on the 
Kanal Istanbul project that will be built to 
twin the Bosphorus Strait continues. Once 
these investments are complete, Turkey will 
become an important investment and trade 
hub for everyone.

Esteemed Friends,

Tonight, we have very important venture 
capital and fund managers among us. I 
believe that they will make best use of the 
opportunities offered by our country by in-
vesting in the right companies in Turkey. 
Let me indicate at this point that the Turkey 
Wealth Fund which we recently established 
is ready to cooperate with large funds such 
as the ones you represent.

Investors should rest assured that Tur-
key is a country which respects compe-
tition rules. We have a free market econ-
omy where goods and services can be 
exchanged among individuals and corpo-
rations without being subject to any obsta-
cles. The private sector leads economic de-
velopment in Turkey. That is why we attach 
great importance to legal arrangements 
and reforms that will enable the private 
sector to invest easily and freely. In princi-
ple, we believe that the role of the state in 
the economy should be designed in such a 
way that it supports the private sector and 
not deters it.

I hope that this meeting will add a new 
dimension to the economic and trade re-
lations between Turkey and the United 
States. Let me reiterate once more that Tur-
key is determined to offer all kinds of facil-
ities to international direct investors. We 
stand ready to do whatever is necessary.

As I end my remarks with these thoughts, 
I would like to thank all institutions and 
organizations who contributed to the or-
ganization of this meeting. I would like to 
convey my gratitude to the business people 
and investors here for their participation 
and wish you success in your future work. 
All the best.

Distinguished Members of the Business 
Community, Distinguished International 
Investors, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you with heartfelt feelings and affec-
tion. I thank the directors of the Turkish Un-
ion of Chambers and Commodity Exchang-
es (TOBB) and the International Investment 
Association (YASED) for this occasion.

We met for the first time on August 2, 
about two weeks after the nefarious coup 
attempt on July 15, 2016. In that meeting, 
I mostly discussed the details of the coup. 
Afterwards, I explained the developments 
in the economy despite the coup attempt 
and stated that the future is bright. Despite 
Gezi events and FETÖ’s 17-25 December 
attack, we were able to close 2013 with 

Turkey is The Safest Haven
in Its Neighborhood 

Turkish Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges 
2nd Consultation Meeting with International Investors 

Ankara | July 12, 2017
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from relying on intermediaries. Instead, 
please refer directly to the Agency for any 
contacts, information and procedures for 
investment. 

Foreign investors continue to be 
interested in Turkey 

I know that both the Turkish Union of 
Chambers and Commodity Exchanges 
(TOBB), and the International Investment 
Association (YASED) take good care of in-
vestors. On my foreign visits, I try to meet 
the representatives of companies that have 
investments in Turkey. Although last year 
was extremely difficult, we were able to 
close the year with 12.3 billion dollars of 
international investment thanks to such 
efforts. In the first four months of this year, 
we reached 3.6 billion and outperformed 
the previous year. 

In our investment portfolio, the share of 
the Gulf and Far East Asian countries keep 
increasing alongside the United States and 
Europe. More importantly, there is greater 
diversification in terms of investment cate-
gories with a pronounced increase in man-
ufacturing and energy. 

However, Turkey is still receiving less than 
one percent of total foreign investments 
globally whereas we deserve much more 
with our current potential. We will all work 
harder to increase the level of investments 
and exports in a way that reflects our po-
tential. I would like to reiterate that we are 

determined to reach our most significant 
and ambitious target of ranking among the 
world’s top 10 economies by 2023. 

Valuable Friends,

I know that the developments in our coun-
try raise question marks in the minds of 
international investors. Yet, you should 
make an assessment by looking at the 
facts. Turkey is located in the midst of the 
most severe conflict and crisis zones in the 
world, but it has never allowed anything to 
threaten its stability and confidence. This 
is why I ask you not to compare, mistake 
or associate Turkey with any of its neigh-
bors. We have a state tradition that goes 
back thousands of years, a presence in this 
geography for almost a millennium, and 
ambitious targets for the future; thus, we 
are different. 

Our geographical position is not a disad-
vantage, but an advantage for us. Turkey 
is different because it is the safe haven in 
its region not only politically and econom-
ically, but also from a humanitarian per-
spective. It is virtually impossible to real-
ize any project in the region or elsewhere 
in the world without including Turkey in 
the equation. We do not exploit our posi-
tion to impose or abuse; quite the contrary, 
we do our best to ensure that our position 
serves for peace and prosperity for us, all 
our friends and our brothers equally. This 
is the fundamental goal of our relentless 
fight against terrorist organizations. 

8.5 percent growth. In 2014, we achieved 
5.2 percent growth even though we had 
local elections followed by presidential 
elections. To the chagrin of those plotting 
against Turkey, we achieved 6.1 percent 
growth in 2015 despite two parliamenta-
ry elections and the escalation in terror-
ist incidents. In 2016, our growth was 2.9 
percent despite having suffered the worst 
trauma in recent history on July 15 and 
our engagement in a strong fight against 
terrorism both domestically and outside 
our territory. As a result, we managed to 
disappoint the people who were expecting 
Turkey’s economy to be destroyed along 
with its democracy. 

We can say that we have a rather good eco-
nomic performance in 2017 as well. We 
were all motivated by the 5 percent growth 
we achieved in the first quarter. I believe 
that we will end the year with a growth rate 
well above the forecasts. Exports maintain 
an upward trend with 8.2 percent growth 
in the first half of this year. Unemployment 
is falling to single digit figures due both to 
the improvements in the economy and the 
mobilization we initiated with the Turkish 
Union of Chambers and Commodity Ex-
changes. The Istanbul Stock Exchange is 
breaking a new record almost every day. 
The foreign currency reserves of the Cen-
tral Bank have reached 110 billion dollars 
and is back on an upward trend. We are 
initiating a new era in tourism to make up 
for past losses. We keep working hard with 
determination and in line with our targets 
as the world’s 17th and Europe’s 6th largest 
economy. 

Dear Friends, 

Investors, entrepreneurs and international 
investments are key to our development. 
I actually have an idea: I would like to in-
stitutionalize contacts with international 
investors by meeting and consulting with 
them regularly on an annual basis. In 
this way, we can review our progress with 
the participation of the Turkish Union of 
Chambers and Commodity Exchanges, the 
International Investment Association and 
relevant ministers, as we do in this meet-
ing. 

Since the 1980s, Turkey has implemented 
a private sector driven growth model. Tur-
key implemented the private sector driven 
growth model successfully between 2003-
2016 in particular by attracting 173 billion 
dollars of international investment. We are 
also pleased that the number of interna-
tional companies in Turkey increased from 
5 thousand to 51 thousand in the same 
period. We introduced reforms to ensure 
equal treatment for domestic and interna-
tional investors and created an attractive 
investment climate for all. We created the 
Investment Support and Promotion Agen-
cy of Turkey in order to support interna-
tional investors. Created for promoting the 
opportunities Turkey offers to the business 
community, the Agency is always at your 
service. Charged with the task of facilitat-
ing business for investors and mainly pro-
viding help regarding bureaucratic proce-
dures, this agency will also enable you to 
contact me personally when necessary. We 
kindly ask the business people to refrain 
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Turkish people define the limits 
for the state of emergency 

FETÖ’s coup attempt on July 15, 2016 tar-
geted not only our democracy and free-
dom, but also our economy. We act very 
diligently to purge all FETÖ elements 
from the state and society in order to safe-
guard the future of our economy. I regret 
to see that our Western friends in par-
ticular are unable to recognize their true 
counterparts. 

I would like to make a reminder to the 
valuable directors of the International In-
vestment Association. Recently, the city 
of Hamburg in Germany hosted the G20 
Summit. During the summit, Hamburg was 
almost on fire with thousands of police of-
ficers trying to ensure security. Two years 
ago, we hosted the Antalya Summit with-
out a single incident. All the colleagues I 
meet said that “Antalya was so different.” 

Dear Friends,

We always act with integrity, sincerity and 
determination. We know what we were do-
ing. Please explain to the companies you 
represent and the countries you come from 
that Turkey is truly a safe haven. 

In Turkey, there is no violation of freedom 
of thought, opinion or the press as alleged. 
After all, there cannot be unlimited free-
dom in the media. When the media abuses 
freedoms for the purpose of creating un-

rest in the country, then the independent 
Turkish judiciary fulfills its duty. I would 
like to remind you that Western countries 
treat the media far worse if they engage in 
similar actions. 

We know what the so-called civil society 
organizations in Turkey are doing. Eu-
ropean countries did not even allow our 
ministers to speak in their cities before 
the referendum. What happened to the 
great importance that you attach to free-
doms? The West is afraid of the freedom 
of thought. However, we are never afraid 
of this freedom because we have confi-
dence in our own thoughts. 

They marched for 25 days in Turkey. Who 
ensured security during this march? Were 
there any incidents? No, there were not. 
Did they hold their rally at the end of the 
march? They did. Under these circum-
stances, who can claim that there is lack 
of freedoms and security in this coun-
try? If these claims still stand, then I say: 
shame on you. 

Some people are critical of the state of 
emergency. Had there not been a state of 
emergency, we would not have had such 
peace and order. Westerners cannot de-
fine the limits of our state of emergency, 
only we can. Our nation defines the limits 
of the state of emergency because we get 
our mandate from this nation. We imple-
ment the state of emergency based on the 
powers bestowed upon us by our own na-
tion in order to ensure peace for our citi-
zens and the business community. Thanks 
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to the state of emergency, we are engaged 
in a very effective fight against terrorist 
organizations. 

The picture is quite clear. On one side, we 
have the Turkish people and the Republic 
of Turkey with its 80 million citizens and 
780 thousand square kilometers of na-
tional territory. On the other side, we have 
a terrorist organization that has pledged 
itself body and soul to a charlatan. The 
choice is a choice between these two sides. 
This question has nothing whatsoever to 
do with human rights, law or justice. The 
fight against terrorist organizations is con-
ducted in Turkey exactly in the same way 
as elsewhere in the world. 

Dear Friends, 

One year ago, on July 15, 250 citizens 
were martyred and 2 thousand 193 were 
wounded. We are trying to live up to their 
sacrifice. Last week, I visited the veter-
ans who are still being treated in GATA 
hospital. I spoke with them. Are we now 
supposed to forget all that happened and 
pretend that a coup did not take place? If 
we lift the state of emergency, these peo-
ple will do as they please. We never make 
concessions to those who want to organ-
ize a coup against the state and the nation. 
As you know, 500 thousand civil servants 
were dismissed at the time of unification 
in Germany. Did anyone contest Germany 
for this implementation? We will contin-
ue the fight against this organization to 
serve peace in our country. 

We respect the rule of law in our 
fight against terrorism 

How can any country act differently against 
an organization and its supporters who 
martyred 250 and wounded 2 thousand 
193 citizens? The same also applies to the 
PKK and the YPG. How could any country 
act differently against this terrorist organi-
zation that martyred almost two thousand 
security officers and is engaged in ethnic 
cleansing, oppression and atrocities in 
places under its control in Syria. We only 
ask for some empathy from our Western 
friends. Imagine an organization that bar-
ricades the bridges in New York and shoots 
at people who approach them, drives tanks 
over people and vehicles on the streets of 
London, bombs the parliament in Berlin 
and the security headquarters in Rome as 
well as the city hall in Brussels. Imagine 
an organization that is attacking your sol-
diers, trespassing your borders and killing 
your citizens all the time. How would the 
governments of the countries where your 
companies are located act under such cir-
cumstances? I certainly know that they 
would have done much more than what 
Turkey is doing; I saw it with my own eyes 
in Hamburg recently.

Rest assured that Turkey will continue to 
conduct its fight against terrorism in com-
pliance with the rule of law, more so than 
any other country. The operations and 
prosecutions take place publicly for every-
one in Turkey and the world to see. I think 
that our country which abides so loyally 

with the law and procedures despite hav-
ing been subjected to such major attacks 
deserves a much more sympathetic, fair 
and reasonable treatment. Currently, the 
main opposition and the opposition sup-
ported by the separatist terrorist organiza-
tion in Turkey are misrepresenting Turkey 
in the West by distorting facts. 

Dear Friends, 

One leader of the opposition fled from the 
airport on the night of July 15. We learn 
more about these developments as doc-
uments are made public. Unfortunately, 
the leader of the main opposition watched 
the events unfolding that night on televi-
sion in the house of the mayor of Bakırköy. 
The leader of the main opposition watched 
what he calls the “controlled coup” on tel-
evision. Now, he is out there claiming he 
would stand in front of the tanks in case of 
a coup. Why then did he not climb on the 
two tanks which were positioned in front 
of Atatürk Airport on July 15? The soldiers 
involved in the coup helped him out of 
there. But, my brave nation stood against 
the tanks and F-16s when I called on them 
to do so. 

The state of emergency is strictly 
for fighting against terrorism 

Esteemed Businesspeople, 

The troubles in our neighborhood or our 
domestic challenges cannot divert us from 
our main goals. We know very well that 
Turkey owes its three-fold growth in 15 

years to the reforms and investments that 
we realized. This is why we are determined 
to carry on with reforms and investments. 
We completely modernized our legal sys-
tem. You are best placed to know that the 
state of emergency introduced after the 
coup attempt on July 15 is in place strict-
ly for the fight against terrorism. It is not 
possible for our citizens or international 
investors to have been impacted by the 
state of emergency. If you were indeed neg-
atively affected by the state of emergency, 
please communicate with my staff or di-
rectly with me. 

We will not tolerate anybody who hinders 
Turkey’s growth and progress by using the 
state of emergency as an excuse. We will 
definitely end the state of emergency rule 
when it is no longer needed in our fight 
against terrorism. FETÖ prosecutions are 
progressing as we speak. We also made 
good progress in the fight against the PKK. 
Therefore, the state of emergency, which is 
imposed in a very limited way, may be lift-
ed in the not too distant future. 

Turkey enacted the greatest government 
reform in its history with the referendum 
on April 16. In addition, the parliament 
adopted a large number of reform laws 
including the new incentive package and 
enacted administrative regulations for 
their implementation. We collaborate and 
consult with the Turkish Union of Cham-
bers and Commodity Exchanges on eco-
nomic reforms. The economy will continue 
to be the main item among our priorities 
and in our reform agenda in the future. 
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We expect positive developments in Tur-
key in line with the relative recovery in 
the global economy. We will work harder 
than ever to reach our target of upgrading 
our status from “emerging” to “developed”. 
Turkish people understand the impor-
tance of democracy and prosperity; there 
is no going back. You should study the pro-
gress achieved in this country in the last 
15 years to understand why I and my party 
still have more than 50 percent support in 
spite of so many events. 

We are strong not only because of our 
commitment to democracy and freedoms, 
but also because of the services we pro-
vide in education, healthcare, transpor-
tation, public housing, communication, 
energy, social welfare and all other are-
as. There are many more investments to 
realize and services to deliver in Turkey. 
We call on all our friends and investors to 
come and work with us so that we can cre-
ate mutual benefit, make more profit, and 
achieve progress for Turkey. You will con-
tribute with your capital, know-how, tech-

nology and organizational skills and we 
will contribute with our market, human 
resources, influence in the region and fu-
ture expectations. We will walk on this 
road together. First, we will walk to 2023, 
then we will leave the 2030s behind and 
keep walking to 2053 and 2071. We will 
stay on track. There are no losers in this 
cooperation. This is a call for a win-win. 

This is not only an appeal for more econom-
ic cooperation, it is also a sincere, frank and 
genuine call from a friend. On this note, I 
convey my condolences to the families and 
friends of the martyrs who were brutally 
massacred one year ago next Saturday on 
July 15. May they all rest in peace. I pray 
for a quick recovery to the veterans. I am 
grateful to each and every one of you for 
trusting us and standing with our nation 
in hard times. 

I warmly thank the Turkish Union of 
Chambers and Commodity Exchanges and 
the International Investment Association 
for this occasion to meet you. I salute you 
all with affection and respect. All the best. 

Sayın Başkan, Sayın Genel Sekreter, değer-
Distinguished President, Secretary Gener-
al, Esteemed Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Distinguished Delegates, 

I greet you with respect on behalf of myself 
and my country. I thank Mr. Peter Thom-

son for the successful work he conducted 
last year as the President of the 71st Gen-
eral Assembly. I would also like to congrat-
ulate Mr. Miroslav Lajcak who took over 
the Presidency of the General Assembly. I 
hope that this General Assembly meeting 

The Security Council Should Be 
Restructured to Become More 
Democratic, Transparent, Fair 

and Efficient 

72nd Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
New York, USA | September 19, 2017
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flux to Europe. We provide for the needs of 
refugees including housing, food, clothing 
and healthcare in a manner which is high-
ly appreciated by officials visiting these 
locations. However, I must stress that we 
did not receive sufficient support for our 
efforts from the international community 
in general and the European Union in par-
ticular. The government, civil society and 
our nation spent as much as 30 billion dol-
lars so far in order to provide for the needs 
of the refugees who live in camps or cities 
in Turkey. On the other hand, the European 
Union has provided only 820 million euros 
of the 3 + 3 billion euros it promised. In the 
meantime, the international community 
extended a mere 520 million dollars of aid 
through the United Nations. 

I would like to emphasize that none of the 
funds we receive for the Syrian refugees 
are transferred to our national budget; all 
aid is distributed to the people in need by 
aid organizations through relevant United 
Nations bodies. In your presence, I would 
like to take this opportunity to call on all 
countries and international organizations 
that left Turkey alone to shoulder the bur-
den for 3.2 million refugees in its territory 
to keep their promises. 

Turkey provides humanitarian aid and 
development assistance on a global scale. 
Our efforts are not limited to hosting refu-
gees in our country; we also extend a help-
ing hand to all victims around the world 
through the work of our national organiza-
tions such as the Turkish Cooperation and 
Coordination Agency (TİKA), the Disaster 

and Emergency Management Presiden-
cy (AFAD), the Red Crescent and various 
non-governmental organizations. For in-
stance, Turkey allocated 1 billion dollars in 
funds for restructuring in Somalia through 
official agencies and non-governmental 
organizations. Our activities and achieve-
ments in Somalia set an example for sim-
ilar projects. 

According to recent OECD data, Turkey 
ranks second in the world in terms of the 
total amount of aid provided and first in 
terms of the ratio of aid to GDP, with 6 bil-
lion dollars in humanitarian development 
in 2016. Turkey is the 17th largest economy 
in the world. By allocating eight per thou-
sand of its national income to humanitari-
an development assistance, Turkey has be-
come one of the six countries to reach the 
target set by the United Nations. 

In short, Turkey is doing its best to reach 
the main goal stated in the theme of our 
General Assembly, namely, “A Sustainable 
Planet”. We will carry on with the same de-
termination in the future. 

There are people who are using 
Daesh to implement their own 
agenda 

Distinguished President,   
Esteemed Delegates, 

Turkey is deeply engaged in fighting 
against bloodthirsty organizations in the 
region such as Daesh and the PKK which 

around the theme of “Focusing on People: 
Striving for Peace and A Decent Life for all 
on a Sustainable Planet” shall benefit all 
the peoples in the world.

Distinguished President,   
Esteemed Delegates, 

Unfortunately, global peace and security 
have suffered a decline since we met in 
this hall last year. Terrorism and war con-
tinue to rear their ugly heads in various 
parts of the world. Existing conflicts help 
terrorists in extending their activities to 
more regions. We are concerned about vi-
olent acts by radical movements that unite 
around xenophobia, cultural racism and 
Islamophobia. The only way to reverse 
these developments is to enhance our co-
operation under this roof. We need to de-
velop a new perspective for world peace. 
No crisis or threat can be resolved by inac-
tion. We must dedicate ourselves to a safer 
and more prosperous world. For these rea-
sons, Turkey is actively engaged in a pro-
active foreign policy approach with a pro-
nounced humanitarian dimension. 

Distinguished President,  
Esteemed Delegates, 

For the last 7 years, the conflict in Syria has 
caused major suffering in that country, the 
region and the world. It Is not only civilians 
and innocent babies who are being mas-
sacred in Syria, but an entire civilization. 
Moreover, terrorism grows and spreads 
like cancer due to the destruction, insta-
bility and violence in Syria and spills over 

borders. Syrian people made a move for 
democracy, freedom, justice and a brighter 
future, but the international community, 
unfortunately, left them on their own. 

Turkey has deep-rooted brotherly and pro-
found historical ties with Syrian people 
of all ethnicities and sects. Therefore, we 
could not have remained indifferent to 
their tragedy. Turkey has been engaged in 
humanitarian and political efforts for the 
resolution of the conflict in Syria since it 
began in 2011. Currently, we are hosting 
more than 3 million Syrian and 200 thou-
sand Iraqi refugees in Turkey. We launched 
Astana talks in collaboration with Rus-
sia and Iran with the participation of all 
parties in the conflict for the purpose of 
achieving a lasting ceasefire and building 
peace in Syria. The Geneva Process which 
was stalled for some time was revitalized 
as a result of these initiatives. We are im-
plementing a new plan to secure the Idlib 
region in accordance with the agreement 
reached in Astana. We support all actions 
that respect the territorial integrity of Syr-
ia, the democratic demands of its people, 
and contributes to stability and prosperity.

Promises made regarding the 
Syrian refugees must be kept  

Distinguished Friends, 

We continue to take all relevant measures 
for the refugees who are coming to Turkey 
since the beginning of the crisis in Syria. 
These measures also prevent a refugee in-
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thrive on the instability in Syria and Iraq. 
Additionally, we continue to fight against 
the FETÖ terrorist organization which at-
tempted to overthrow the democratic re-
gime in our country with a bloody coup. 
We were able to clear 243 settlement areas 
and more than 2 thousand square kilome-
ters of land from Daesh as a result of Oper-
ation Euphrates Shield, which we launched 
in Syria against the cross-border attacks by 
Daesh against Turkey. During the course of 
this operation, 3 thousand Daesh militants 
were neutralized. Almost 100 thousand 
Syrians were able to return and resettle in 
the areas we freed from terrorists. Opera-
tion Euphrates Shield is the most success-
ful operation against Daesh since its occu-
pation of territory in the region. 

I would also like to refer to another point. 
Majority of the groups and forces who 
claim to fight against Daesh do not, in fact, 
have such an aim. These groups and pow-
ers are using Daesh as a tool to implement 
their own agenda. Attempts by the PYD 
and YPG to change the demographic struc-
ture in the regions under their control, con-
fiscate property from the locals, and kill 
or exile the opposition amount to crimes 
against humanity. The world is bound to 
face new threats by organizations similar 
to Daesh if this struggle against them is not 
conducted legitimately. 

Similar considerations are valid also for 
Iraq. Iraq must ensure reconciliation and 
maintain its territorial integrity so that 
the country can begin to build a common 
future based on shared ideals. All parties 
should refrain from demands for their own 

independence as this may potentially lead 
to new crises and conflicts in the region. I 
hereby call on the Regional Kurdish Gov-
ernment in Iraq to drop their initiative for 
independence. Ignoring Turkey’s clearly 
defined and firm position in this matter 
could lead to a situation where the Kurdis-
tan Regional Government in Iraq may even 
be stripped of what they have. We should 
all try to build peace, order and stability in 
the region, instead of igniting the fuse of 
potential conflicts. 

Distinguished President,   
Esteemed Delegates, 

In addition to Syria and Iraq, we are closely 
following developments in Libya and Yemen 
where terrorist organizations are quite ac-
tive. Stability in Libya can be built if the inter-
national community supports the legitimate 
government in that country. It should also 
be kept in mind that if the mistakes in Syr-
ia and Iraq are repeated in Libya, the world 
in general and Europe in particular will face 
greater threats. 

At the same time, we are keenly working on 
finding an immediate solution to the dispute 
in the Gulf region. We think that this process 
should start with the lifting of sanctions that 
have a negative impact on the living con-
ditions of the people in Qatar. We support 
Sheikh Al-Sabah, the Emir of Kuwait, in his 
mediation efforts aimed at finding a solu-
tion to the crisis. We hope that Saudi Arabia 
which has a major influence in the Gulf re-
gion shall willingly and sincerely contribute 
to efforts to find a solution to this problem. 
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Muslims are facing ethnic 
cleansing in Arakan 

The plight of the Palestinians and the his-
torical status of Jerusalem and Haram 
al-Sharif are two unconscionable wounds 
in the world. In July, there was a crisis in 
Haram al-Sharif reminding us all of the 
precariousness of the situation. The peace 
process can move ahead only if Israel im-
mediately ends all illegal settlement activi-
ties and takes steps for a two-state solution. 
On this note, I call on the international 
community to support our brothers and 
sisters in East Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and Gaza in their fight for the independ-
ence of a contiguous State of Palestine.

Despite the lack of active conflicts, the Bal-
kans is another potential crisis zone in light 
of the significant challenges in that region. 
Therefore, the integration of Balkan coun-
tries with Euro-Atlantic organizations is of 
utmost importance. We are committed to 
ensuring peace, stability and prosperity in 
this part of the world that is special for us. 

The key to stability in Southern Caucasus 
is ensuring the territorial integrity of Azer-
baijan and Georgia. For this reason, we 
work hard to settle the disputes in Nagorno 
Karabakh, Abkhazia and Southern Ossetia. 

We must remember that every crisis we ig-
nore today has the potential to ignite the 
fuse of a regional or even a global conflict 
tomorrow. In this context, I would like to 
particularly state that we are against all 
nuclear weapons. Nuclear weapons are an 

important item on the global agenda. There 
is no doubt that global problems cannot be 
resolved unless we strive for a world free 
from the scourge of nuclear weapons. 

We regret that the negotiation process ini-
tiated in 2008 for a comprehensive settle-
ment in Cyprus failed because of the in-
transigence of the Greek Cypriots. We will 
do our best to ensure that the recently dis-
covered natural resources in East Mediter-
ranean serve peace, stability and prosperi-
ty in the region. We are ready to consider 
all settlement proposals as long as they re-
spect the rights of Cypriot Turks. 

Distinguished President,   
Esteemed Delegates, 

The international community was shaken 
by tragic news from Myanmar while trying 
to deal with the global and regional issues 
cited above. The Muslim community in 
Arakan, Myanmar is facing what amounts 
to ethnic cleansing perpetrated on the pre-
text of provoked terrorist acts. Villages of 
the Rohingya who live in abject poverty 
and destitution, deprived even of their cit-
izenship rights, are torched as hundreds of 
thousands of people are being forced to mi-
grate from the region and the country. The 
people who are migrating from the region 
are placed in camps in Bangladesh which 
have such poor conditions that basic hu-
manitarian needs cannot be met. 

As in the case of Syria, the international 
community failed to deal with the human 
tragedy that the Rohingya are facing. Fail-

ure to deal with the unfolding tragedy 
in Myanmar will go down in history as a 
shameful disgrace. First of all, we need to 
ensure the return of the people of Arakan, 
who fled their country to seek refuge main-
ly in Bangladesh, to the lands which they 
inhabited for centuries to live in security, 
peace and prosperity. 

These tragedies result from lack 
of reform of the Security Council 

Turkey is working to find a solution to this 
crisis as well. Recently, we held a special 
session on Arakan in Astana, Kazakhstan 
on the occasion of a meeting of the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation. This after-
noon in the United Nations building, we 
are going to hold the meeting of the Con-
tact Group on Rohingya Muslims of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation. 

On September 7, after the latest crisis broke 
out, my wife, son and our ministers visited 
the camps in Bangladesh to personally wit-
ness the human tragedy there. Turkey’s of-
ficial development assistance agency TİKA 
is the only organization that conducts aid 
activities in Myanmar. In addition, the Dis-
aster and Emergency Management Presi-
dency (AFAD), the Turkish Red Crescent, 
Diyanet Foundation and various non-gov-
ernmental organizations are engaged in 
efforts to provide humanitarian aid to the 
Rohingya in Bangladesh and other coun-
tries. We would like to expand the scope of 
our assistance activities if the countries in-
volved allow us to do so. Today, I discussed 

these issues with the United Nations Secre-
tary General Mr. Guterres and we are pre-
paring to take necessary steps as quickly as 
possible. 

Distinguished President,   
Esteemed Delegates, 

Our call for the restructuring of the United 
Nations Security Council which is symbol-
ized in Turkey’s motto: “The world is big-
ger than 5” is all the more justified in face 
of these developments and human trage-
dies. The drama that is unfolding around 
the world clearly shows that we are already 
running late in reforming the United Na-
tions Security Council. 

If the representatives of the world who 
meet under this roof are unable to show 
the will to prevent murders by terrorist or-
ganizations and humanitarian crises and 
suffering, then everyone will try to solve 
these problems on their own. Such actions 
will draw the world into a new maelstrom 
of oppression and chaos. How can we 
achieve our ideal of a peaceful and decent 
life for all on a sustainable planet if West-
ern countries cannot prevent xenophobia, 
racism and anti-Islamism; countries in cri-
sis zones fail to show the will to effectively 
fight against terrorist organizations and 
poverty; and the community of nations 
does not collaborate to achieve these goals? 

We support the efforts of the esteemed Sec-
retary General with whom we have been 
collaborating closely during his previous 
capacity as the High Commissioner for Ref-
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ugees. It is not in anybody’s interest to insist 
on maintaining a system so dysfunctional 
that it is completely incapable of taking any 
concrete action that will benefit mankind. 

We wish to restructure the Security Council 
so that it functions in a more democratic, 
transparent, fair and efficient manner. Our 
proposal is to build a structure that is com-
posed of 20 members having the same man-
date and power for a term of 2 years with 10 
countries rotating every year. This will en-
sure that all countries in the world will have 
a say in this important organization when it 
is their turn. 

In conclusion, I would like to remind you 
that though we may have different eye 
color or complexions, we all shed tears. I 
call on you to take immediate action to stop 
these tears in different parts of the world. 
I hope that the 72nd Session of the General 
Assembly will contribute to the efforts to 
this end.   

With these feelings, I would like to salute 
all countries and peoples represented in 
this common house of humanity with re-
spect and affection on behalf of myself and 
my nation. All the best.

Esteemed Members of the Turkish-American 
Community, Distinguished Muslim-Ameri-
can Brothers, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you all with heartfelt emotions and 
warmest regards. I thank the Turkish Amer-
ican National Steering Committee for or-
ganizing this meeting.

For many years, the Turkish-American 
Community contributed to the relations be-
tween the two countries and made us feel 
proud of its achievements. I feel confident 
that you will continue to do the same in the 
future. There are 6 million Turkish citizens 
living around the world. Our policy regard-
ing these citizens is to oppose “assimilation” 

Current Crises Point to a Need 
For a New Awakening in The 

Muslim World 

Meeting with the Representatives of the Turkish-American Community 
and the American Muslim Community | New York, USA | September 21, 2017 
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against our country. We are being targeted 
and criticized for our efforts against terror-
ist organizations. I believe that in time, the 
United States and the other countries will 
see the real face of FETÖ and the terrorist 
organizations it collaborates with.

To achieve this, we need the support of a 
powerful public opinion. We expect you to 
tirelessly talk to your friends about the in-
justice FETÖ unleashed in Turkey and the 
blood it shed as well as the murders, activ-
ities and attacks by the PKK and affiliated 
organizations. American public opinion 
must be informed not through channels 
run by terrorist organizations which dis-
seminate lies and slander, but by honest 
and decent people like you. There is no 
doubt that the only way for us to succeed 
is to show the honest people living here the 
true colors of the individuals and organiza-
tions that act on behalf of terrorist organi-
zations in the United States. I trust that as 
representatives of Turkish-American and 
Muslim-American communities, you do 
not harbor anyone connected to a terrorist 
organization, especially FETÖ.

Brothers,

Some circles in the United States and else-
where in the world are working hard to la-
bel our nation with the stain of “Armenian 
genocide”. This is one of the most reckless 
distortions of historical facts. We must 
continue to fight against these unfound-
ed claims and defend our history. We ex-
pect friendly and brother communities in 
the United States, especially the Muslim 
associations, to support these efforts. In 
fact, these claims are the product of hos-

tility against Islam, which some circles in 
the West continuously agitate by using the 
Daesh terrorist organization as a pretext. 

Daesh has nothing to do 
with Islam; it is a terrorist 
organization

We must demonstrate a united front against 
hatred of Islam which has been steadily 
increasing in recent years. I would like 
to highlight one point here. As we speak, 
Muslims of Arakan are being slaughtered 
and close to 1 million people are trying to 
flee to Bangladesh as they face the threat 
of genocide. In spite of this clear massacre 
and genocide, we never said, “Buddhists 
killed the Muslims of Rohingya.”

I say this to the people who try to make 
Buddhists look innocent: how dare you use 
the term “Islamic terror”? Do you know 
who a Muslim is, according to Islam? A 
Muslim is someone who others trust to do 
good deeds and say good things. A Muslim 
will not harm anyone. If a Muslim kills an-
other, he will be deemed to have killed all 
of humanity. This is why the term terror-
ism can never be used together with Islam. 
Nobody should claim that Daesh has an-
ything to do with Islam or being Muslim. 
Daesh has nothing to do with Islam; it is a 
terrorist organization. 

So far, Turkey put forth the greatest strug-
gle against Daesh. We successfully con-
cluded Operation Euphrates Shield against 
Daesh in Syria. Our Armed Forces, togeth-
er with the Free Syrian Army, cleared Ja-

and support “integration”. In this context, 
we regard Turkish-Americans as an asset, 
as they are well-integrated to their society. 

In addition to living in harmony with oth-
er segments of American society, my main 
expectation from you is for you to actively 
participate in the social and political life 
of this country. Greater representation of 
Turkish-Americans in local and federal 
government and standing for elected posi-
tions would benefit all of us.

However, do not forget that in spite of your 
efforts to integrate with society, there will 
be some people who will treat you based on 
your identity as Turkish-Americans. This is 
why you must set aside political, ideologi-
cal and other differences amongst you and 
act in unity and harmony. Being one means 
being big, being strong, being brothers and 
being together to reach your objectives. 
This is why I attach great importance to the 
activities of the Turkish-American Nation-
al Steering Committee that unites our as-
sociations. I believe that the Committee, by 
bringing together all Turkish-Americans 
who are members of different associations 
under the same roof, will contribute to sup-
porting a unified approach when it comes 
to our national interests.

On April 23, the Turkish American Na-
tional Steering Committee organized the 
“Peace and Solidarity Walk”, that was held 
on April 24 in the two preceding years. 
During the festival organized following 
the walk, thousands of Turkish-Americans 
celebrated our National Sovereignty and 

Children’s Day with great joy. I hope that 
this harmony is sustained and further 
strengthened in the years to come.

FETÖ is laundering money 
through its charter schools

Brothers,

Last year, we faced one of the most deplor-
able attacks in our history aimed at our 
freedom and future. On the night of July 
15, the treacherous FETÖ gang attempted 
a coup d’état against our state, country and 
nation. We acted together with our people 
to quash the treacherous FETÖ gang with 
an iron fist and successfully defeated this 
attempt.

The ringleader of this treacherous organ-
ization lives in Pennsylvania, not very far 
from here. Schools, associations and com-
panies affiliated with this terrorist organi-
zation are active all over the United States. 
This terrorist organization raises 700-750 
million dollars, especially from their char-
ter schools. This is also their way of laun-
dering money. We continuously convey 
information about this situation to our 
American friends. We also delivered five 
parcels full of documents containing infor-
mation on this organization to our Ameri-
can friends. 

We made a number of requests to the Unit-
ed States regarding the extradition of the 
leader and members of FETÖ and the pre-
vention of the activities of the organiza-
tion. Unfortunately, these efforts have thus 
far not produced results. A huge smear 
campaign is underway in Western media 



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5” September 2014 - December 2019Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

287286

in his society. The better we are at show-
ing people who a real Muslim is, the more 
successful we will be in defeating attacks 
against our faith conducted under the pre-
text of fighting against terrorist organiza-
tions and terrorists. In this regard, I have 
confidence in the Muslim community, es-
pecially the Turkish-American communi-
ty in the United States. I thank each and 
every one of you for your efforts to demon-
strate the true Islamic perspective in these 
critical times when global Islamophobia is 
on the rise.

Thanks to your efforts, attempts to exclude 
Muslims are bound to fail in the United 
States. You can best respond to those try-
ing to remove Islam and the Muslim iden-
tity from American history and social life 
by your honorable stance, solidarity and 
productivity. The resilience of the Islamic 
community in the United States will pro-
vide a source of confidence and courage 
for Muslims around the world. 

Brothers,

At a time when the Islamic world is facing 
conflicts in many places including Syria, 
Iraq, Libya, Yemen, Afghanistan and hu-
manitarian tragedies in countries like So-
malia, the news from Myanmar once again 
breaks our hearts. Together, we watched 
the tragedy of Muslims in Arakan as they 
were brutally slaughtered, their homes 
were burnt and they were forced to flee 
from their own lands. Since 2012, Turkey 
has extended more than 70 million dollars 
in relief to its brothers in Arakan. During 
the recent crisis, we have been providing as 

much assistance as we can to the people of 
Arakan both in Myanmar and in the camps 
in Bangladesh.

My wife, son and ministers of our gov-
ernment visited the camps in Bangladesh 
where Muslims from Arakan have tak-
en refuge. One cannot but despair at the 
scenes they describe. These people were 
robbed of their rights in the past. Now, their 
homes and villages are burnt, hundreds of 
thousands of innocent people are forced to 
live in dire conditions and leave the coun-
try after having faced oppression and mas-
sacres. The situation of the Rohingya is a 
trial for all humanity, but especially for the 
Islamic world. There is no doubt that this 
situation is also of concern to the Muslim 
community in the United States. I expect 
you to stand by our aggrieved brothers 
and sisters. You must also do whatever is 
in your power to call the attention of the 
American government to this issue. 

During our discussions, I talked to Pres-
ident Donald Trump about the tragedy 
in Arakan. The following day, I heard the 
statement of the Secretary of State on My-
anmar. We also discussed this matter re-
cently in Kazakhstan and yesterday both 
at the United Nations General Assembly 
and at the OIC Contact Group on Rohingya 
Muslims.

Turkey is determined to monitor 
the events in Myanmar closely

It is a crime against humanity to use at-
tacks by an organization with doubtful 
connections as a pretext to eradicate a 

rabulus, Al-Rai, Dabiq and Al-Bab from 
Daesh elements. We neutralized more 
than 3 thousand members of Daesh. Now I 
call upon my American friends: how many 
Daesh members have you neutralized? Our 
intention was to clear Raqqa from Daesh 
not with the support of the terrorist organ-
izations PYD and YPG, but with the help of 
the Turkish Armed Forces, the Free Syrian 
Army and Coalition Powers. However, they 
did not agree to this. 

If we do not reject this campaign built on 
the strategy of portraying all Muslims as 
terrorists, your rights and freedoms here 
will be under threat. In this respect, it is 
important for all friendly and sister asso-
ciations in the United States to act togeth-
er. The Diyanet Center of America which 
we inaugurated last year presents a sig-
nificant opportunity. At the service of not 
only the Turkish community but also oth-
er Muslims living in the Washington area, 
this center will play an important role in 
the promotion of our religion and culture. 
I believe that you must make use of such 
opportunities to further strengthen the 
rights that you have obtained in the Unit-
ed States.

Sadly, the terrorist organizations and ter-
rorists who claim to be Muslims deal the 
biggest blow to this legitimate struggle. 
You represent the real, positive face of Is-
lam against the discourse, actions and pub-
lications of terrorist organizations such as 
Daesh, Al-Qaeda, Boko Haram and FETÖ 
which are entirely the product of schemes 
and provocations.

Thanks to your struggles, the 
efforts aimed at marginalizing 
Muslims will be in vain 

As you know, people belonging to different 
faith groups commit acts of terror all over 
the world. However, only acts perpetrated 
by a Muslim are characterized as “Islamic 
terror”; if the perpetrator belongs to an-
other faith, such acts are considered as an 
incident that will at best be treated as a ju-
dicial case. Have you ever heard of “Chris-
tian Terror”, “Jewish Terror”, “Buddhist 
Terror” or “Atheist Terror” when the perpe-
trator does not belong to any faith? Have 
you ever heard of such a characterization 
regarding those who massacred Muslims 
in Myanmar, a subject that I will be taking 
up shortly? You have not. Because actions 
are defined through the faith of the perpe-
trator only if the perpetrator is Muslim; if 
not, this fact is not even mentioned. Such 
an approach cannot be considered to be 
in good faith. On the contrary, it is a clear 
embodiment of “Global Islamophobia”. It 
is the result of a Western and even global 
effort to match and connect the terms “Is-
lam” and “terror”. Together, we will disrupt 
this game. All we need to do is to be our-
selves because a Muslim does not need to 
do anything special to gain acceptance in 
his society.

Every Muslim who is enriched with the 
moral values of Islam, knowledgeable 
about the messages of the Quran and edu-
cated by the teachings of Prophet Muham-
mad (pbuh) is and must be a role model 
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whole people from their territory. Urgent 
action is needed to prevent an imminent 
tragedy comparable only to those that we 
have seen in Bosnia and Rwanda. Turkey 
will continue to follow up and address this 
urgent matter.

It is part of our faith and culture to protect 
the rights of and provide relief for all ag-
grieved people, wherever they may be in 
the world. In this respect, the people of Ar-
akan are no different. What really saddens 
us is the indifference of the Islamic world 
to this matter. We can also more or less 
guess what would have happened if such 
treatment was accorded to people belong-
ing to another faith. It tears our hearts out 
to see that when it comes to the persecu-
tion of Muslims, the world is silent.

We are living in times when there is ever 
more need to understand the message of 
“mercy in unity and torment in division”. 
God willing, we will also beat this ailment 
called indifference by working together. 
For this, we must first eliminate incite-
ment to sectarianism that divides us. We 
have but one religion and it is Islam. The 
rest is nothing more than details of this 
larger framework. 

In fact, the crises we face show that it is 
time for a new awakening in the Islamic 
world. As Muslims, we must unite around 
the authentic principles and practices of 
Islam and build a new future for ourselves. 

Conflicts have arisen in Islam since the 
passing of our Prophet (pbuh) and have 
been carried to our day. We must initiate 
a resurrection that will resolve these con-
flicts and make use of the great wisdom 
of our faith. To do so, we must stand up 
against deviations from our faith but re-
main as tolerant as possible regarding dif-
ferences in interpretation. 

Any organization involved in terrorism has 
clearly deviated from our faith. The mem-
bers of a religion who accept that “killing 
one human unjustly is killing all of human-
ity” will not and cannot commit massacres. 
There may be people in other cultures who 
see “one person’s death as tragedy and the 
death of a million people as statistics”, but 
for a Muslim, an innocent life is worth the 
whole world.

Opinion leaders, scholars, intellectuals 
and leaders of Muslim societies must re-
main vigilant and stand up against devia-
tions from our faith. In this respect, history 
will question the legitimacy of anyone who 
does not take strong action against and op-
pose such deviations.

So, my brothers, are we ready? We shall be 
one, we shall be great, we shall be strong, 
we shall be brothers, and altogether, we 
shall be the people. Do not forget: we all 
have our own pair of eyes, but we are unit-
ed in our tears.

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim 

Esteemed Guests, Distinguished Ladies, 
Dear Young Sisters,

I would like to greet you wholeheartedly 
and with respect. Assalamu alaikum wa 

rahmatullahi wa barakatuh. May the peace, 
mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you. 

We are very pleased to host you here as 
the distinguished women representatives 
of the vast Islamic geography extending 
from Maghreb to Kuala Lumpur, from the 

Unfortunately, The Islamic 
World Fails to Rally Behind 

a Common Goal 

The Certificate Ceremony of the Leadership and Entrepreneurship 
Program for Young Women Organized by the OIC Women 

Advisory Council | Ankara | November 10, 2017
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Islamic world participated in the United 
Nations Security Council session focusing 
on the events in Myanmar: Presidents of 
Turkey and Iran. Bangladesh and Pakistan 
were represented at prime ministerial lev-
el. The Vice President of Indonesia also at-
tended. The persecutions that the Muslims 
in Myanmar suffer, are they really this neg-
ligible? Is it an issue that we can simply 
pay lip service to? Unfortunately, that is 
the reality on the ground.

Hundreds of thousands of my Muslim 
brothers are dying in Myanmar but who 
cares! People come to me and say, “You sent 
your wife, the First Lady, your children and 
your ministers to the region. Thank you 
very much, we really appreciate this. After 
their visit, things started to change in My-
anmar.” This is all nice and fine, but what 
have you done? We must join hands in this 
effort. If we do not join hands and unite, 
then it is impossible to find a solution to 
the issues that concern Muslims. 

Turkey is determined to do everything 
within its power. We are not an oil-rich 
country; we do not have oil wells. But we 
rank number one in terms of the aid pro-
vided to the least developed countries as 
a ratio of our national income. This is be-
cause we believe in the principle that the 
giving hand is superior to the receiving 
one. For us, every issue that remains unre-
solved is a heavy burden left to future gen-
erations to shoulder. All Muslims should 
approach their problems from this angle 
and face the challenges ahead with cour-
age and determination. 

Undoubtedly, we, the Muslims, neglected 
above all the wellbeing of women. The Is-
lamic world has unfortunately failed the 
test in terms of improving the conditions 
of women who constitute half of the um-
mah. According to Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) heaven lies at the feet of women. By 
prohibiting servitude to any power other 
than Allah, Islam emancipates mankind 
and removes its shackles. Our religion ris-
es on the principles of unity, good morals, 
independence and justice. The body of 
knowledge produced by our civilization 
in the last 14 centuries bears the traces of 
these tenets in everything from art to archi-
tecture, from politics to human relations. It 
was also thanks to these fundamental prin-
ciples that the Islamic world served as the 
center of science, lore, wisdom and justice 
for centuries. Our decline began when we 
lost our focus. Today, we still experience 
challenges because of having lost that fo-
cus. This is particularly the case with re-
gards to issues that relate to women. 

In many Islamic countries, it is social tradi-
tions, rather than Islamic principles, which 
determine women’s social, political and 
public roles. Recently, they began to recir-
culate this concept of “moderate Islam” and 
keep harping on it. Who holds the patent 
of this expression, “moderate Islam”? The 
West. Those who use this expression today 
might claim their ownership of the patent 
for this expression. However, this is not the 
case. I delivered a speech at the European 
Parliament 15 years ago. After the speech, 
parliamentarians started asking me ques-
tions. One of the first questions was “What 
do you think about ‘moderate Islam’?” I 

Balkans to the Pacific, from Central Asia to 
Africa. Welcome to Turkey, welcome to our 
capital city of Ankara. 

I would like to thank the Ministry of Fam-
ily and Social Policy, our Esteemed Min-
ister, the Women Advisory Council of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation and 
the Distinguished Minister presiding over 
the Council for organizing this remarka-
ble program. I hope that the Leadership 
and Entrepreneurship Program for Young 
Women which focuses on the theme “Ally 
for Future” will yield beneficial results for 
the entire Islamic world.

You met with plenty of distinguished fig-
ures both from Turkey and abroad during 
this program which started in Istanbul 
on November 2, Thursday and is going to 
come to end with the certificate ceremony 
we are about to hold. You engaged in de-
bates on a wide array of topics from econ-
omy to diplomacy, from career planning 
to sociology, history, art and literature. At 
the same time, you seized the opportuni-
ty to get to know Turkey and one another 
better. I hope that this program, which has 
a very broad content from what I can see, 
has been useful for you. God willing, the 
information, knowledge and experience 
that you acquired and the friendships you 
forged here will offer you a different per-
spective at every stage of your lives. 

Our ancestors used to say, “First the com-
panion, then the road.” Therefore, the com-
panion comes first. As long as you have 
companions with whom you feel and think 
alike, no road is too long to travel. The com-

munities that have common aspirations, 
goals, faith, hopes and desires are capable 
of overcoming all obstacles. True wealth in 
our life comes from the friends we make 
along the way. I hope that the time you 
spent here has been fruitful and beneficial 
from this perspective as well.

Esteemed Guests, Honorable Ladies, 

With 56 members and 5 observer states, 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
which was established in 1969 is the only 
platform that unites all Islamic countries 
under one roof. As you know, Turkey has 
been the President of the OIC since last 
year. We are trying to make use of this 
2-year-term, which is very important for 
our country and the Islamic world, as ef-
fectively as possible. We are trying our best 
to solve the problems that have inflicted 
bleeding wounds on Muslims and man-
kind at large. Our goal is to shift the focus 
to issues that were neglected, often times 
ignored, and got worse over decades. If you 
ask me whether we have succeeded in our 
endeavors, I will be frank with you and say 
that we are not really that successful. I have 
to express this as a self-criticism. You may 
wonder why. Unfortunately, the Islamic 
world fails to rally behind a common goal. 

My Muslim brothers are dying in 
Myanmar but who cares! 

The atrocities in Myanmar, in Arakan, are 
in plain sight. I wonder whether all our 
partners in the Islamic world share the 
same sentiment in the face of this tragedy? 
They do not. Only two presidents from the 
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remember it very well, my response was: 
“There is no such thing as moderate or im-
moderate Islam. There is only one Islam. 
No one should try to undermine Islam by 
splitting it into categories.” 

They try to undermine Islam by using such 
a divisive discourse. Our religion cannot be 
categorized as moderate or immoderate. 
With all its institutions, Islam is the quin-
tessential religion that came into being 
in the Revelations of Allah. Nobody else 
should dare define our religion. 

We consider any deed performed 
without women’s contribution to 
be incomplete 

Islam is supreme and transcends customs 
and traditions. Traditions are relevant only 
if they align with the spirit of Islam. The 
challenges that women face when they 
try to be present in every facet of life re-
sult from centuries-old preconceptions in-
grained in societies, not from Islam itself. 
As a matter of fact, our history is replete 
with tens of thousands of female figures 
such as Hazrat Khadija, Hazrat Aisha, 
Umm Salama, Razia Begum Sultan, Melike 
Khatun and Mihrimah Sultan, who are 
immortalized thanks to their deeds. Moth-
erhood is definitely the greatest blessing 
and gift that Allah bestowed upon women. 
Shunning motherhood is akin to shunning 
one’s nature, one’s creation. However, a 
Muslim woman, in addition to being a good 
mother, pioneers as a scientist, a politician, 
a teacher and even a daredevil warrior. We 
consider any deed that is performed with-

out women’s effort and contribution to be 
incomplete and inadequate.

Esteemed Young Sisters, 

With this understanding, we have taken 
very important steps in the last 15 years 
to remove the barriers that stand in the 
way of women in our country. We granted 
women the rights that they deserved de-
spite a group of people in our society who 
are “elitist in theory but lumpen in real-
ity” and who mischaracterize moderniza-
tion as an anti-Islam movement. We gave 
freedoms to women who could not study 
in universities or pursue a profession-
al career and were, in a way, condemned 
to stay behind four walls because they 
dressed conservatively based on their re-
ligious beliefs. Today, no one in Turkey is 
otherized due to his or her faith, lifestyle 
or opinions. With or without a headscarf, 
Turkish women can work freely wherever 
they want and can assert themselves in all 
walks of life. God willing, we will contin-
ue to empower women in all areas from 
entrepreneurship to politics, from educa-
tion to foreign policy.

As the President of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation, we want to share this 
knowledge and experience with our broth-
ers and sisters. Women are not active even 
in the OIC whereas we could establish a 
women’s branch within the OIC. Unfortu-
nately, the leaders of member states are 
not exactly on the same page about this 
issue. There was no youth organization in 
the OIC either. A few years ago, at a confer-
ence in Dolmabahçe, I proposed the estab-
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lishment of a youth branch and relevant 
decisions were taken to establish such a 
youth organization. 

It is with the same understanding that we 
attach priority to women’s issues during 
our presidency. Our call at the 13th Islamic 
Summit Conference was eventually heed-
ed by other member states despite some 
initial hurdles and, for the first time with-
in the OIC, an advisory council for wom-
en was created. We are currently holding 
the presidency of this council as well. The 
Leadership and Entrepreneurship Pro-
gram for Young Women which is imple-
mented by the Turkish Ministry of Family 
and Social Policy upon the recommenda-
tion of the Women Advisory Council is the 
fruit of our efforts. God willing, you will 
diversify and strengthen these initiatives 
even further.

On the other hand, I am sorry to have to 
say that the influence and effectiveness of 
women within the Organization of Islam-
ic Conference is still far from being satis-
factory despite our efforts. Unfortunately, 
we encounter internal resistance when we 
want to implement projects about women’s 
issues. God willing, I believe that this resist-
ance will be overcome if we work together. 
Our efforts will result in women gaining the 
status they deserve within the OIC. Vision-
ary young women like yourselves should 
play a significant role in this process. Keep 
in mind that if you do not demand your 
rights, nobody will grant them to you as a fa-
vor. God willing, each and every one of you 
will rise to very important positions and 

shape the future of your countries, the Is-
lamic world and even the entire world. You 
will be the ones to achieve breakthroughs in 
technology, innovation and ICT.

I recently met Elon Musk, who is a world-re-
nowned figure with unique hi-tech projects. 
I had a first-hand opportunity to listen to 
his vision, dreams and endeavors. I could 
see that everything starts with a dream. 
One survives and thrives only as long as 
he can dream. Do not let anyone steal your 
dreams or discourage you. I expect all my 
brothers and sisters here to pursue this un-
derstanding with self-confidence in order 
to prepare for the future. 

Headscarf bans are spreading in 
Europe 

Honorable Ladies, 

As we try to improve the situation of wom-
en both in our own country and in the Is-
lamic world, a foul wind is blowing from 
the Western world. We see that xenopho-
bia, cultural racism and Islamophobia are 
gaining ground in Western countries. The 
liberties of those who are different in terms 
of their appearance, language, religion and 
skin color are curtailed. Europe is turning 
into an open-air prison for such people. At-
tacks against immigrants, houses of prayer 
and workplaces are not even newsworthy 
anymore. Racists parties are becoming 
mainstream in many countries, so much so 
that the votes they get are enough to make 
them coalition partners.

It is the Muslim women who suffer most 
from this sorry state of affairs. Headscarf 
bans are spreading in European countries. 
They are trying to exclude Muslim women 
from public life in a way that resembles 
our past experience in this country by im-
posing a fabricated distinction between the 
private sphere and the public sphere. This 
practice, which will eventually lock Mus-
lim women up in their homes, is spreading 
like a virus. Today many European coun-
tries have considerably curtailed employ-
ment opportunities for women wearing 
a headscarf; some countries even impose 
significant restrictions on access to edu-
cation. Those who seize every opportunity 
to preach democracy and human rights to 
us start applauding when fundamental hu-
man rights are being denied in their own 
countries. Turkey is one of the few coun-
tries that points to this injustice and dou-
ble standard. 

I would like to stress once again in your 
presence that we shall not let anyone take 
away our rights. We shall by no means let 
anyone, under the pretext of terrorism, 
otherize our people or prevent us from ex-
pressing our thoughts. We shall patiently 
continue to fight for our rights, freedoms 
and for justice on a global scale. This is also 
one of the reasons behind our objection 
to the existing system. As we say in many 
platforms, “The world is bigger than 5”. 
Justice is the foundation of the state. Peace 
and prosperity cannot be established in a 
world of injustice where double standards 
are the norm. Turkey’s struggle is on be-
half of the silent masses who are oppressed 

and otherized. Turkey’s struggle is essen-
tially an anti-imperialist struggle. We are 
not trying to start a fight, we do not want 
any conflict; we only want justice. Today, 
in this room, we have sisters from 50 dif-
ferent countries. We have ladies from Ar-
akan, Pakistan, Afghanistan amongst us. 
We have sisters from Africa, Asia and the 
Middle East. We have guests from Somalia 
which was abandoned to its fate by the rest 
of the world for many years. They know 
better than anyone else what it means to be 
treated unfairly and exploited for political 
gain. They are the ones who bear the brunt 
of terrorism, hunger and poverty most. No 
one should expect us to remain silent and 
do nothing in the face of such injustice. 
For, according to our religion, consenting 
to oppression is also a form of oppression. I 
believe that you, my young sisters, will act 
with this awareness and endorse our holy 
struggle for the sake of global peace and 
justice.

Muslims ought to multiply, this 
is indisputable

Esteemed Guests, 

The world is changing at a mind-boggling 
pace. Change is by nature a painful and 
grueling process. Change that we are going 
through right now bears witness to crises, 
tensions and even hot clashes. Due to its 
geostrategic location, Turkey is at the very 
heart of this challenging process of change. 
Hoping that the smoke will not have an ef-
fect on you when your neighbor is on fire is 
only wishful thinking. We cannot remain 
idle when Turkey is surrounded by a ring 
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of fire and countries that hailed one anoth-
er as brothers for thousands of years face 
hardships. Except for a few tropical islands 
in the Pacific which are isolated from the 
rest of the world, there is almost no coun-
try that is free from crises or problems at 
the moment. As a matter of fact, since Cain 
and Abel, the history of mankind has been 
rife with conflicts, crises and tensions. 

Since we cannot avoid crises, we need to 
take necessary steps to resolve them and, 
more importantly, to turn them into oppor-
tunity. The diplomatic and political clout 
of any country is commensurate with its 
ability to manage this process. Praise be 
to Allah, Turkey stood up for democracy, 
freedoms, justice and fairness in the face 
of all the challenges that beset its region, 
particularly in Syria and Iraq. We opened 
our doors to 3 million war-weary refugees, 
mobilized all our institutions to help them 
and thus duly fulfilled our humanitarian 
and brotherly duties. 

With 6 billion dollars of humanitarian de-
velopment aid last year, Turkey ranks first 
in the world in terms of the humanitari-
an aid it provides as a ratio of its national 
income. While developed countries have 
been trying to establish peace behind high 
walls guarded by strict security policies, 
our country set an example to the entire 
world by welcoming millions of people ir-
respective of their ethnicity, religion, lan-
guage or identity. 

Everything in the world is mortal; 
everything is transient. Only good deeds 
remain; it is only our accomplishments 
that last because each person is remem-
bered for what he achieved. We are there-
fore aiming for a legacy of deeds that will 
be remembered with gratitude. We will 
keep working towards this goal till the day 
we transfer this flag to young people like 
you. I believe you will not fear change and 
proceed on this path. 

As I conclude my remarks with these 
thoughts in mind, I would like to express 
my pleasure in hosting my esteemed sis-
ters in our country. In my opinion, you are 
the safeguards of our future.

Our religion explicitly commands: get 
wedded, get married and multiply. Mus-
lims ought to multiply; this is indisputable. 
I highly value Muslim women’s commit-
ment to this issue. The terrorist organiza-
tion in Turkey is also very much commit-
ted to this goal: they have minimum 5, 10, 
15 children. I believe that Allah’s command 
and the Sunnah of our beloved Prophet 
(pbuh) shall be fulfilled.

I regard you as the leaders, businesswom-
en, academics and politicians of the future. 
I pray that Allah guides you on your way 
to success both in your education and pro-
fessional life. Once again, I would like to 
thank everyone who contributed to the or-
ganization of this conference. 

When you return to your countries, please 
convey our regards to your families, your 
friends and your people. I hope and pray 
that Allah will guide your path and help 
you. Good luck and all the best.

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

I salute you all wholeheartedly, with af-
fection and respect as I declare open the 
33rd Ministerial Session of the Standing 
Committee for Economic and Commercial 
Cooperation of the Organization of Islam-
ic Cooperation. As the President of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation and 
the Chairman of COMCEC, I would like to 
welcome all our guests to our country. We 

We Can Overcome The 
Difficulties We Face by Making 

Effective Use of COMCEC 

Opening of the 33rd COMCEC Meeting | İstanbul | November 22, 2017
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serve as places of refuge not just for their 
inhabitants but also for the oppressed 
flocking from all corners of the world now 
bear witness to scenes of crying moth-
ers hugging the dead bodies of their chil-
dren. The sound of the call to prayer is no 
longer heard from the majority of the cen-
turies-old mosques of Aleppo. It has been 
quite a while since stunning Damascus lost 
its glamour. The rich libraries of Baghdad 
and centuries-old manuscripts have been 
pillaged. The locations in Yemen that used 
to enamor its visitors are gradually turning 
into ruins. It is not just our cities but also 
our 1,400-year-old civilization that is be-
ing destroyed before our very eyes. It is not 
just our buildings, artifacts, material and 
moral learnings but also our future that is 
in ruins. It is not just the traces of Islamic 
civilization but also our honor and dignity 
that is fading from these parts of the world.

The culprits behind these deeply troubling 
circumstances are, no doubt, the dicta-
tors oppressing their own people and ter-
rorist organizations that thrive on blood 
and tears. We are all aware of the fact that 
packs of murderers such as Daesh, Al-Qa-
eda, Boko Haram, YPG and FETÖ are cre-
ating a bloodbath in our region including 
in Syria, Iraq, Yemen and Libya. However, 
the pawns taking center stage should not 
prevent us from seeing the real actors, the 
main scriptwriters who are behind the 
scenes. Rumi says, “It is not fire that burns 
one, but one’s own negligence.” We need to 
interpret events in our part of the world 

with prudence and insight as stated in the 
hadith, “Fear the insight of the believer for 
he gazes with the divine light of Allah.” 

What we see points out to a filthy scenario 
aiming to destroy the unity, togetherness, 
richness and, more importantly, the future 
of the Islamic world. These are attempts to 
cause the collapse of Islamic societies from 
within by means of stoking ethnic, reli-
gious and sectarian strife. These are plots 
to deepen the fault lines between Muslims 
and exhaust their energy through internal 
conflict. These are plots aiming to create 
societies beset by strife and conflicts be-
tween neighbors and siblings where Ali 
and Umar see each other as the enemy, 
or even worse, alienate the other. Frankly 
speaking, the West is attempting to guar-
antee its own future by exporting all the 
ill-fated elements of its own history to the 
Islamic world. They stir tensions and ex-
ploit the resources of Muslims through 
weapons companies, usurpers, speculators 
and cash barons. As a result, money that 
should be spent on young people, women, 
those in need, and for the construction and 
wealth of our cities flow into the pockets of 
Western states and companies.

The West built its wealth on the blood and 
resources of the oppressed during the colo-
nial era a few centuries ago. Today, in what 
we may call the neo-colonial era, the West 
is still trying to gain more wealth and ex-
tend this order by exploiting the resources, 
labor and lives of the oppressed. 

are immensely grateful to be hosting such 
an august gathering in the beloved city of 
Istanbul, which is a crossroads for conti-
nents, civilizations and cultures as well as 
being worthy of the praise of Prophet Mu-
hammad (pbuh).

I hope and pray to Allah that this COM-
CEC meeting we are organizing at a critical 
point in time will lead to positive develop-
ments for our region as well as the Islam-
ic world. Allah ordains in the Holy Quran, 
our life guide, that “Their affair is by con-
sultation among themselves.” Our Prophet 
(pbuh) announces the good news that “He 
who consults with a competent person will 
be rewarded by the best possible outcome.” 
Indeed, we have been trying to apply the 
same principle both within COMCEC as 
well as during the 1.5 years of our Presi-
dency of the Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration. We try to collect views, opinions 
and, even more importantly, the criticism 
of our brothers at virtually every opportu-
nity. God willing, we will seize the opportu-
nity today to directly hear the opinions of 
our dear friends present here. 

We are going to discuss current develop-
ments in our region and in the Islamic 
world as well as economic, social and com-
mercial issues that are part of our agenda. 
As COMCEC, we are going to take stock of 
the past year and review our projects for 
the future. I would like to extend my sin-
cere thanks in advance to all my brothers 
who will contribute to our meeting with 
their suggestions, observations, criticism 
and comments. 

However, I would also like to draw your at-
tention to an issue that we feel is lacking 
in this platform. Consultations must be 
frank and decisions that are taken must 
be implemented in order for consultation 
to reach its aim. No matter how vision-
ary, ideas that are not implemented are 
doomed to remain as merely nice words. 
Meetings of this kind must have some 
meaning beyond being a simple exchange 
of opinions. Therefore, we have to work to-
gether to move from intention to action on 
the issues we discuss and agree on. Only 
in this way will the efforts we deploy find 
true meaning and lead to outcomes that 
will solve the problems of the ummah. God 
willing, I believe that COMCEC will pursue 
this path in the future with your contribu-
tions and dedication. 

There are plots to exhaust the 
energy of Muslims through 
internal conflict

Dear Brothers, 

We say, “Troubles make one talk.” Today, I 
want to talk to you “without drawing a cur-
tain between my heart and my words”. It is 
obvious that we, in the Islamic world, have 
been going through quite a painful period 
in recent years economically, politically 
and socially. It has indeed been a period 
of fitna. Our cities that used to be impor-
tant destinations for travelers of science, 
learning and wisdom for centuries are un-
fortunately ravaged by destruction, suffer-
ing and tears today. Our towns that used to 
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They are trying to deplete the 
lifeline of Islamic civilization 

Esteemed Friends,

Clearly, they do not aim solely for our 
oil, natural resources and manpower. It 
is not just our wealth above and beneath 
the ground that is being plundered. Their 
main intention is to deplete the lifeline of 
Islamic civilization. Their objective is to 
break the backbone of Muslims in order 
to paralyze us all economically, politically 
and socially. However, Muslims are still 
able to exert global influence despite the 
numerous challenges, problems and at-
tacks they had to face in the past two centu-
ries. Unity, justice, freedom and ethics still 
stand strong as the load-bearing pillars of 
Islam as a religion. Islam is the only way 
for salvation from the grip of nihilism and 
materialism that hold the modern individ-
ual hostage as the reputation of Western 
institutions, organizations and values are 
deeply tarnished with each passing day.

The global system which was established 
after World War I and reinforced in the 
aftermath of World War II falls short of 
providing justice and freedom in many in-
stances and has, in fact, become one of the 
greatest obstacles to ensuring its founding 
purpose. The indifference regarding the 
brutality that is going on in Syria for the 
last 7 years, the inhuman treatment ac-
corded to refugees at borders and the lack 
of reaction against the genocide in Arakan 
reveal to us the true colors of the West. Val-
ues such as democracy, human rights and 

freedom are replaced by Islamophobia, 
Neo-Nazism and racism. The list goes on 
and on.

My Brothers,

Given these circumstances, I believe that 
we must be sincere in asking ourselves the 
following questions. Who benefits from 
the hundreds of billions of dollars that Is-
lamic countries pay to procure weapons 
from the West? Who does it serve when 
brothers and sisters, who turn to face the 
same Qibla 5 times every day, become en-
emies because of their ethnic origin, sect 
or sometimes ideological differences? 
Who does it benefit when our countries 
are once again divided based on artificial 
borders? I believe that sincere answers to 
these questions will shed light on a new 
perspective and help us adopt a different 
attitude regarding these issues. When we 
do so, we will undo their trap and prevent 
them from getting richer by exploiting our 
resources. 

Muslims cannot accept the role crafted for 
them without question and consent to the 
ruining of their future by way of internal 
conflict. We know who created, embold-
ened and supported the proliferation of 
these packs of murderers and we cannot 
remain indifferent when these terrorist 
organizations act as tools that help dissem-
inate Islamophobia. Their intention is to 
blame Muslims for the actions of terrorist 
organizations and usurp our fundamental 
rights by using this as a pretext.
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On the other hand, one needs to have re-
sources to have ambitions. In this respect, 
Muslims have tremendous means in terms 
of population, underground resources and 
geographical connections. It is important 
to make the best use of these elements in 
the same way we would combine flour, 
sugar and butter to make halvah. Our re-
sponsibility is to transform the Islamic re-
gion into a prominent manufacturing hub 
through economic, technological and cul-
tural development by working on models 
for such progress. It is crucial to improve 
economic and trade cooperation amongst 
us in order to provide well-deserved pros-
perity to our people. To do so, we need to 
find ways of making more effective use of 
platforms such as the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation and COMCEC. 

However, this is where we still encounter 
major problems. We fail to use our means 
as effectively as we should. We are unable 
to intervene in developments in our region 
or problems affecting our countries in a 
timely manner. We observe that our eco-
nomic and human relations in particular 
are not at the desired level. We must mobi-
lize all of our resources and use COMCEC 
as an effective platform to overcome the 
difficulties that we are currently facing.

As you know, cooperation activities, al-
beit still not at a sufficient level, picked 
up some steam with the implementation 
of the COMCEC Strategy in 2013. The 
COMCEC Working Groups and the Pro-
ject Funding Mechanism that have been 
established with a view to implementing 

the strategy are pursuing their work with 
the support of our member states. The pol-
icy recommendations of these groups are 
implemented via multilateral cooperation 
projects that we support within the frame-
work of COMCEC Project Funding. In this 
manner, we mobilize both the institution-
al and human resources capacities in our 
countries and foster a culture of working 
together to solve common problems. I in-
vite member states to benefit more active-
ly from the Working Groups and COMCEC 
Project Funding.

There is no obstacle we cannot 
overcome as long as we join 
forces

Dear Brothers,

We need to focus our attention on projects 
that aim to increase our trade. Therefore, 
we need to implement the Preferential 
Trade System, which has been on our agen-
da for a long time, as soon as possible. Let 
me be clear; every single day we fail to take 
a step in this matter is a day lost. I invite 
all concerned member states to act in this 
direction.

I also consider the work done by the Stand-
ards and Metrology Institute for Islamic 
Countries, which we host here in Turkey, 
to be very important. The Institute un-
dertakes substantial activities regarding 
standards in numerous fields, notably in 
determining halal standards globally. We 
contribute to these activities at the highest 

level. In this context, we established a Ha-
lal Accreditation Committee. We are look-
ing forward to the active participation of 
member countries in the activities of the 
Committee.

As we increase our trade and investments, 
we also need to improve our capacity to 
solve our problems. As I stated in my speech 
at the 13th Islamic Summit last year, we 
need to develop a mechanism for the res-
olution of trade and investment disputes 
between member countries. I underlined 
the importance of establishing the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation Arbitration 
Center for this purpose. I follow closely the 
joint efforts of the Union of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges of Turkey and the 
Islamic Chamber of Commerce, Industry 
and Agriculture on this issue. I believe that 
this center can settle disputes in trade and 
investment fairly, swiftly and in a finan-
cially feasible manner.

Moreover, I hope that the efforts to estab-
lish the COMCEC Real Estate Securities 
and Gold Exchanges will be completed 
soon. We will be happy to share with you 
the substantial know-how and infrastruc-
ture that exists at Borsa Istanbul on this 
subject. 

Esteemed Guests,

An old-time saying states, “If you are con-
cerned with a year from now, plant some 
wheat. If you are concerned with ten years 
from now, plant a tree. If you are concerned 
with a century from now, educate people.” 

Therefore, we need to attach special impor-
tance to young generations who represent 
our future. To do so, we must ensure that 
young people are brought up conscionable, 
self-confident and equipped with qualifi-
cations. This year, we took a valuable step 
in this direction and organized the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation Summit on 
Science and Technology in Astana. At the 
summit, we took very important decisions 
regarding cooperation in the field of science 
and technology between our countries. We 
also adopted the 2026 Science, Technology 
and Innovation Agenda Document of the 
Organization. Developments in science, 
industry and innovation as well as innova-
tions in manufacturing technology and ser-
vices will make crucial contributions to our 
economic development and cooperation.

We need to increase the mobility of stu-
dents and academicians to ensure the full 
implementation of our decisions. Turkey 
provides higher education opportunities 
to 4 thousand 500 students from 155 coun-
tries through Turkey Scholarships every 
year. The vast majority of these students 
are our sons and daughters from Islamic 
countries. 9 thousand 500 students from 
member states of our organization are 
currently studying in Turkish Universities 
thanks to these scholarships. God willing, 
this number will continue to increase with 
each passing year.

None of our problems are insurmountable. 
There are no obstacles we cannot overcome 
as long as we act in solidarity and join our 
forces. We need to improve cooperation not 
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just among member states but also among 
our diaspora communities scattered across 
dozens of countries around the world. Our 
people living abroad are especially im-
portant in the context of fighting against 
Islamophobia, xenophobia and cultural 
racism. I applaud the recent steps taken in 
this regard and hope that more will follow.

I consider it to be highly important that the 
theme for this year’s Ministerial Exchange 
of Views Session was determined to be 
“Improving Transnational Transport Cor-
ridors in Member States”. I believe that our 
ministers will make important decisions 
with regard to improving transport corri-

dors. Moreover, the different approaches of 
stakeholders to transport corridors will be 
thoroughly discussed in tomorrow’s special 
sessions. I invite all delegates to actively 
participate in these important activities. 

As I conclude my remarks with these 
thoughts, I would like to reiterate my pleas-
ure for having the opportunity to host you 
in Istanbul. I hope that the 33rd COMCEC 
Meeting will lead to a positive outcome for 
our countries and wish success to all par-
ticipants in their endeavors.

May Allah be your companion. May the 
mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you. 
All the best.

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Head of the State of Pales-
tine and My Esteemed Brother Mahmoud 
Abbas, Distinguished Heads of State and 
Government, Distinguished Secretary 

General, Esteemed Guests,

I would like to salute you wholeheartedly with 
affection and respect. Assalamu alaikum wa 
rahmatullahi wa barakatuh. May the peace, 
mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you. 

The United States Must 
Renege on This Provocative 

and Unlawful Step 
As Soon As Possible 

Extraordinary Summit of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
İstanbul | December 13, 2017
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way. How can I possibly not? Terrorist sol-
diers pile 10-year-old children into iron 
cages. Around 20 soldiers and police of-
ficers strike 14-year-old blindfolded chil-
dren with rifle butts. In yet another inci-
dent, a girl is beaten with rifle butts. Are 
they not terrorists and occupiers? Those 
who call themselves human and claim to 
have a conscience need to draw lessons 
from these scenes.

President Trump, do we need to explain 
further? It is all in plain sight! We do not 
need to explain anything to Israel either. 
These facts are out there for all to see. This 
decision of the United States amounts to 
rewarding Israel for all the terrorist acts it 
has carried out. Trump is the only one who 
extended this reward, but such “faits ac-
compli” do not result in any achievements. 
You may take such a decision on your own, 
but there is more to the world than just 
you. The United Nations has 196 members. 
I believe that all these countries will adopt 
a stance against Trump’s decision.

As the United States, you may be a pow-
erful country and have your weapons, 
even nuclear weapons. However, you are 
mighty only if you are right; might does 
not make right.

By siding with those who make peace im-
possible, the United States has played into 
the hands of all fanatics even as we pursue 
an intense struggle against terrorism. We 
have seen this in Syria as well. They are 
fighting against Daesh which is a terrorist 
organization through the agency of an-

other terrorist organization, the YPG and 
the PYD. You cannot wipe out a terrorist 
organization through the agency of an-
other terrorist organization. More than 4 
thousand truckloads of armored carriers, 
tanks, artillery and ammunition have been 
transported into northern Syria. Why are 
these weapons sent to northern Syria?

The Jerusalem decision lights a fuse that 
cracks open the door to threats against 
the United States and Israel as well as all 
mankind. Other problems occurring in our 
region cannot make us or the rest of the 
world forget or disregard the Palestinian 
issue. One cannot talk about lasting peace 
and stability on a global scale without a 
just and lasting solution to the Palestinian 
issue. These unlawful and unconscionable 
steps also undermine the confidence in 
the international system and the United 
Nations. We cannot remain indifferent on 
this subject which concerns our common 
future.

We will never give up on our 
demand for an independent 
Palestinian State 

My Brothers,

The Jerusalem decision by the United 
States not only violates international law 
but is also a heavy blow to our civiliza-
tion. Our ancestors carefully tended to this 
holy site and fulfilled their duty regarding 
Jerusalem by guaranteeing the welfare, 
security and freedom of worship of all its 

I would like to convey my respect and 
greetings to all my brothers whose hearts 
beat with us right now, and to the friends 
of Jerusalem from Istanbul, the sister city 
of Jerusalem. 

We meet here to discuss the violation of 
the historical and legal status of our Je-
rusalem, the city of the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
which is the first Qibla of Islam and one of 
its three holiest sites. I am grateful to you 
all for your participation in this meeting of 
historic importance for Muslims and for 
mankind.

The President of the United States who 
should lead the peace initiative on Pales-
tine, instead, recognized Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel on December 6 in con-
travention of international law. There is 
no need for words; anyone who spends a 
couple of minutes walking the streets of 
the ancient city of Jerusalem will realize 
that it is under occupation. Indeed, there 
can be no validity to such a declaration re-
garding this occupied city. Resolution 478 
adopted in 1980 at the United Nations Se-
curity Council where the United States has 
the right of veto stipulates that no country 
may have their embassy in Jerusalem.

Only Israel, which continues to occupy Je-
rusalem, supported this unlawful decision 
by the United States. We are grateful to all 
countries for not recognizing this illegiti-
mate decision. This firm position with re-
gard to Jerusalem has been confirmed in 
all conversations I have had so far, includ-
ing with the Pope. Islamic countries cate-

gorically and unequivocally rejected the 
decision of the United States on Jerusalem 
from the start.

As the President of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation, I made an appeal to in-
ternational public opinion and announced 
that this decision is null and void because 
it is unconscionable, unlawful and defies 
moral values and history. Above all else, 
this decision means punishment for the 
Palestinians who have proven their desire 
for peace and their opposition to violence 
many times over. 

America’s decision rewards 
Israeli terror 

I will now demonstrate it to you on the 
map. We need to see what has happened in 
Palestine since 1947. Here is an overview 
of the situation in Palestine and Israel in 
1947. With this partition plan, Palestine 
shrinks considerably while Israel’s terri-
tory grows. Between the years 1949 and 
1967, there is a substantial decrease in the 
lands of Palestine whereas Israel continues 
to grow. Today, Palestine has, unfortunate-
ly, been reduced to the size of Israel back 
in 1947. Even the wolf, in the proverbial 
struggle between the wolf and the sheep, 
would not attempt this kind of a partition. 
The Palestinian lands have been reduced 
to its present situation since 1947.

This shows that Israel is an occupying 
state. Moreover, Israel is also a terrorist 
state. People ask why Erdoğan talks this 
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inhabitants without any discrimination. 
The inscription “La ilahe illallah, Ibrahim 
halilullah” on the Jaffa Gate built by the Ot-
toman Empire along the city walls during 
the reign of Suleiman the Magnificent is a 
manifestation of the significance that our 
civilization attaches to Jerusalem.

The delicate balance between sects that 
has kept the wooden staircase on the balco-
ny of the church which carries tremendous 
significance for the Christian world in its 
current state for the last 162 years says a 
lot about the city. Those whose decisions 
trample on the sanctity of Jerusalem today 
have a lot to learn from the Caliph Umar 
who entered Jerusalem with great humili-
ty to take over this holy site. 

I am thankful to the Pope who respects the 
importance of Jerusalem for all faiths, to 
sensible Jewish people who work for equi-
table peace, and to everyone maintaining 
a firm stance despite being provoked to do 
otherwise. 

Above all, I am grateful to my Palestinian 
brothers for the unwavering service and 
protection they accorded to Jerusalem so 
honorably for centuries. 

Peace in our region and in Jerusalem is 
possible only through the efforts of hon-
est and fair people with high moral values 
who come from all segments of society, all 
nations and faiths. I hereby invite all coun-
tries that uphold international law and jus-
tice to recognize Jerusalem as the occupied 
capital of the Palestinian State. As Islamic 

countries, we will never give up on our de-
mand for a sovereign and independent Pal-
estinian State with Jerusalem as its capital. 
We condemn the oppression inflicted by 
Israeli soldiers on our Palestinian brothers 
who are protesting America’s decision re-
garding Jerusalem. We hereby honor the 
memory of all martyrs of the Palestinian 
cause.

Last week marked the 100th anniversary of 
the end of Islamic rule in Jerusalem. May 
Allah have mercy on the souls of all mar-
tyrs who fought and died on the Palestini-
an fronts for the defense of Jerusalem and 
Palestine.

The duty that falls upon Muslims is to pro-
tect and preserve Jerusalem under any and 
all circumstances. We ask all our brothers 
and sisters in our country and everywhere 
else in the world to travel to Jerusalem 
whenever possible and visit Haram al-Sha-
rif because there, in prayer, they will find a 
call to peace and wellbeing, a cry for mercy 
and salvation for mankind.

We need to mobilize all of our 
material and moral resources for 
Jerusalem

Allow me to state here once again that Je-
rusalem is our red line. The 144 dunums of 
Haram al-Sharif where the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
and the Dome of the Rock are located will 
belong to Muslims for eternity. We will 
maintain our firm stance, in cooperation 
with our brother King Abdullah II of Jor-
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dan who has assumed the custodianship 
of the site, against the increasing attacks of 
settlers who target Haram al-Sharif in what 
may be described as a racist campaign. 

We owe it to our Palestinian brothers and 
sisters to solve our internal issues and to 
act in unity in the face of these challenges. 
The golden recommendation of the con-
queror of Jerusalem Salahuddin Ayyubi 
should guide us all. “Those who meddle 
with their friends cannot defeat their ene-
mies.”

Dear Brothers, 

It is important for countries that have 
not yet recognized the Palestinian State 
to take this important step in order to up-
hold a fair and reasonable balance in the 
region. Europe should not be shackled 
with Israeli rhetoric which claims, even 
as it continues to expand settlements, that 
peace will be prevented if the Palestinian 
State is recognized. 

It defies reason to see that the state which 
wants peace and agrees to the 1967 bor-
ders which is one fifth of ancient Palestin-
ian lands is not recognized while the state 
which continues with its occupation is in 
fact recognized. In light of the recent an-
nouncement by the United States, the rec-
ognition of the Palestinian State is the only 
way to keep the hopes for peace alive.

Israel should not be allowed to divert the 
world’s attention as it continues to seize 
even more land from the Palestinians. 
For those who presumably defend a two-
state solution in rhetoric, allowing Isra-
el to erode a two-state-solution with each 
passing day should be unacceptable. Re-
maining neutral between the occupier 
and those who are occupied is to support 
oppression. Therefore, the least we can do 
is to accelerate Palestine’s accession to in-
ternational agreements and organizations. 
As Islamic countries, we must adopt a firm 
stance about the full representation of the 
Palestinian State in the diplomatic arena. 
Everyone with a conscience and a sense of 
responsibility for future generations must 
mobilize all of their material and moral re-
sources for Jerusalem. 

As the President of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation, I invite the United 
States to renege on this completely wrong, 
provocative and unlawful step as soon as 
possible. We expect the entire internation-
al community to assume responsibility for 
world peace and stability since the United 
States, by taking this step, has disqualified 
itself from the peace process and lost its 
ability to mediate. I believe that the mes-
sages from this meeting today will be seri-
ously considered by the entire world.

I would like to thank you once again for 
your participation.

Distinguished Representatives of the Busi-
ness Community, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to greet you all wholeheart-
edly and with respect on behalf of myself 
and my country. I am happy to be back in 
Paris, one of the most beautiful cities in 

the world, after my last visit in 2015. I am 
grateful to all officials, notably President 
Macron, and the French people for the 
hospitality and attention that have been 
extended to me personally and my delega-
tion since the beginning of this visit.

Turkey is The Fastest Growing 
Economy Among G20 and OECD 

Countries

Meeting with Representatives of the Business Community in France 
Paris, France | January 5, 2018
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Dear Friends,

This visit is very important in the sense 
that it focuses on both the bilateral rela-
tions between Turkey and France and re-
gional matters. We signed three important 
agreements during this visit. One of these 
agreements is about Eurosam, another one 
is about the purchase of Airbus aircraft 
and the third one is in the food sector. In 
addition to these agreements, we also dis-
cussed regional issues. I believe that our 
close cooperation is very important for re-
gional and international peace.

The discussions we had today with my 
dear friend President Macron were very 
positive and productive. We consider our 
robust trade and economic ties as well as 
our bilateral investments to be one of the 
strongest components of our relations.

While France is the 5th largest economy 
in the world and the 2nd largest in Europe, 
Turkey is the 13th largest economy in the 
world and 5th largest in Europe in terms 
of purchasing power parity. France is the 
3rd leading country globally in incoming 
and outgoing investments while Turkey 
continues to attract the highest amount 
of investment in the region referred to as 
West Asia since 2012. These figures alone 
demonstrate that our bilateral trade vol-
ume, which has not even reached 14 billion 
dollars, does not reflect the true economic 
potential of our countries. I believe that we 
must work together and implement new 
projects in order to raise our bilateral trade 
volume to a well-deserved level.

As you know, our country faced a coup 
attempt on July 15, 2016. Our democra-
cy and Republic overcame this challenge 
and grew in strength thanks to the cour-
age and sacrifice of our people. Turkey’s 
export volume is currently 157 billion dol-
lars. This is a tremendous figure despite all 
the negative developments. Our economy 
successfully overcame the effects of this 
heinous attack and all the traps preceding 
and following the coup attempt. We broke 
a new record with 11 percent growth in 
the third quarter of 2017 and 7.4 percent 
growth in the first three quarters; so much 
so that numerous credit rating agencies 
and international economic organizations 
had to significantly revise Turkey’s eco-
nomic growth data. We believe that we 
will have another successful result in the 
fourth quarter and complete the year 2017 
with a growth rate of over 7 percent. This 
growth rate once again makes Turkey the 
fastest growing economy among the G20 
and OECD countries. You can rest assured 
that we will maintain this successful trend 
in the future.

Those who invest in Turkey 
always win 

Distinguished Participants,

We will celebrate the centenary of our Re-
public in 2023. Economic goals have a sig-
nificant place in our vision for 2023. We 
are implementing our 2023 vision step by 
step to become one of the 10 largest econo-
mies in the world. Within this framework, 
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we have ongoing large-scale investments. 
It is no coincidence that 6 of the 10 meg-
aprojects in the world that are ongoing 
or recently completed are in Turkey. The 
cost of the large-scale projects we have un-
dertaken over the past 10 years alone has 
reached 200 billion dollars. For instance, 
we inaugurated the Osman Gazi and Yavuz 
Sultan Selim bridges as well as the Eurasia 
Tunnel in 2016. We also laid the founda-
tion for the Çanakkale 1915 Bridge which 
will be the longest bridge in the world. We 
are aiming to bring into service the first 
section of the world’s biggest airport in Is-
tanbul in 2018.

Our country is also a center of attraction 
for investments by our French friends. 
Despite ongoing regional crises, Turkey 
managed to attract approximately 180 bil-
lion dollars of foreign direct investment 
between the years 2003 and 2016. Our 
domestic market of 80 million people, 
competitive and dynamic private sector as 
well as the significantly advanced techno-
logical infrastructure in telecommunica-
tions and energy are all attractive features 
for international investors. With a 4-hour 
flight from Istanbul, you can reach more 
than 50 countries and a vast market that 
represents one fourth of the global econ-
omy. Approximately 58 thousand foreign 
companies operate in Turkey. Those who 
invest in Turkey always win. As you can 
confirm through French business people 
who already have investments in Turkey, 
an international investor who comes to 
our country is no different than a Turk-
ish business person in our eyes. The same 
rights and obligations are applicable. 

Our country boasts one of the most ambi-
tious incentive systems in the world. We 
meet regularly with international investors 
and discuss investment incentives tailored 
to their needs. We are determined to facili-
tate investments through our project-based 
incentive system which prioritizes tech-
nological input. Our French friends have 
submitted bids for 13 different projects 
in various fields including transportation, 
energy and the environment within the 
framework of our 2023 projects. A cooper-
ation agreement was signed between Air-
bus and Turksat in early November. This 
agreement signified a leap forward for our 
country, with contributions from France, 
in the field of manufacturing and launch-
ing of satellites. This cooperation will most 
definitely trigger other examples of coop-
eration in other industries. I believe that 
the Declaration of Intent signed between 
Turkish Airlines and Airbus as well as the 
agreement signed between the Undersec-
retariat for Defense Industries, Aselsan, 
Roketsan and the Eurosam Consortium 
are of strategic importance. Similarly, the 
agreement signed between Turk Eximbank 
and BpiFrance Assurance Export will con-
tribute to further improving our economic 
relations. I am sure that there will be other 
examples of cooperation in the future.

You can benefit from investment 
incentives in our country 

Distinguished Participants,

As two close allies, we operate on the ba-
sis of Strategic Action Plans. Our greatest 

advantage is that the administrations of 
both countries are absolutely determined 
to maintain this relationship. We need 
your support, the support of the business 
people, in order to harness this determina-
tion and take greater and more balanced 
steps in our bilateral trade and economic 
relations. My message to you here today 
is that you could become part of Turkey’s 
economic progress. You will not face the 
slightest obstacle in terms of benefiting 
from investment incentives. 

France was our 7th biggest trading partner 
in 2016. I know that France has a larger 
potential than that. Last year, our bilater-
al trade volume was approximately 13.5 
billion dollars. However, our objective is 
to reach 20 billion euros. France is the 10th 
biggest investor in our country with almost 
7 billion dollars in investments. There are 
around 1,500 French companies in our 
country. I know that it is possible to do bet-
ter in this area as well. The Joint Econom-
ic and Trade Commission is a significant 
mechanism that can support you. We have 
been able to solve various problems thanks 
to the strong ties established through this 
commission. We lifted restrictions im-
posed on the import of live animals from 
France due to disease. I believe that a sim-
ilar approach will be adopted by France 
concerning the purchase of cherries from 
our country and that this problem will be 
solved as well. 

We are getting ready to undertake joint 
work with a view to amending the Agree-
ment on the Prevention of Double Taxa-

tion. Moreover, we are aware of our respon-
sibility regarding the steps required in the 
field of road transport for the smooth func-
tioning of our trade. It is our ultimate goal 
to completely liberalize the transport. 

Distinguished Participants,

We are keenly aware of the importance, 
power and potential of France. We have 
been following closely the pace of your 
economic growth and the high level of in-
vestments with appreciation. We have no 
doubt that the reforms undertaken with 
great determination under President Ma-
cron’s wise leadership will succeed. These 
developments will encourage Turkish 
business people to do more business with 
France and to act together in third coun-
tries. We are also making recommenda-
tions in this direction. 

We believe that our French friends will re-
ciprocate our efforts. There are certain con-
crete steps that we need to take in order for 
this to happen. For instance, let us convene 
the Joint Economic and Trade Commis-
sion as soon as possible in order to reach 
our 20-billion-euro goal in bilateral trade. 
Let us bring together our business people 
to complement the efforts of this commis-
sion and enable them to talk to each other 
directly. Business forums could become a 
regular part of our bilateral economic re-
lations. 

It is also obvious that it would be in our 
advantage to work together to access 
markets in third countries. We must 
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provide more support to the French and 
Turkish private sector representatives 
in their efforts to establish strategic 
partnerships. Efforts to establish a joint 
communication network must also gain 
impetus. The meeting of the Joint Com-
mission on Land Transport must be held 
as soon as possible. We must also work 
swiftly to complete the amendments 
to the Agreement on the Prevention of 
Double Taxation. 

As my friend President Macron and I 
work to together to achieve these goals, 
we extend support to our business peo-
ple through the Action Plan of the two 
countries. I wish you a successful, fruit-
ful and peaceful new year. Now I will be 
happy to hear your opinions. 

I salute each and every one of you whole-
heartedly.

Distinguished President and My Esteemed 

Friend, Distinguished Members of the Del-

egation, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, 

I greet you wholeheartedly. I would like to 
first of all welcome my esteemed friend, 
President of the Russian Federation Mr. 
Putin, and his delegation to our country. 

Today is a truly historic day for the devel-
opment of our country and our energy co-

We Will Crown The Centenary 
of Our Republic With a Historic 

Monument in Energy

Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant Groundbreaking Ceremony 
Ankara | April 03, 2018
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operation with the Russian Federation. It is 
a great pleasure for me to break ground for 
the Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant. I would 
like to express my gratitude to President 
Putin and his delegation for sharing our 
enthusiasm on this meaningful day. 

The significant progress achieved by our 
countries in our bilateral relations in the 
last 15 years is an important reference 
for our future. The High-Level Coopera-
tion Council which will hold its 7th meet-
ing today is a concrete reflection of the 
state of affairs in our relations. Moreover, 
we are also implementing several strate-
gic projects together with the Russian 
Federation. Some of these projects are 
the S-400 Air Defense Systems, the Turk-
Stream Natural Gas Pipeline and the Ak-
kuyu Nuclear Power Plant for which we 
are breaking ground today. Furthermore, 
our countries are also engaged in close 
cooperation to bring an end to the threat 
of terrorism and clashes in Syria as soon 
possible.

Esteemed Friends,

Turkey’s average growth rate between 
2013-2017 was 5.8 percent. In 2017, we 
successfully achieved a growth rate of 7.4 
percent. Our target is to become one of the 
10 largest economies of the world by the 
centenary of our Republic in 2023. This 
will increase our energy requirements. 
In the last 15 years, we implemented oil, 
natural gas and renewable energy pro-
jects that were impossible to dream of 
in the past. We continue to invest in all 

areas of the energy sector as part of our 
efforts to develop energy security. 

Nuclear energy holds a significant place 
in our plans for a reliable and sustainable 
energy supply to our country in the future. 
Currently, 31 countries around the world 
obtain most of their electricity from 450 
nuclear power plants in operation. There 
are currently 55 nuclear power plants un-
der construction in 16 countries. We lay 
the foundations of the world’s 56th nucle-
ar power plant in Akkuyu today. When the 
first reactor of the Akkuyu Nuclear Power 
Plant is commissioned in 2023, Turkey 
will join the family of countries using nu-
clear energy. Thus, we will have crowned 
the centenary of our Republic with a his-
toric monument in energy. 

This plant will contribute to our 
energy security

When the Akkuyu Power Plant becomes 
fully operational, it will single-handedly 
provide 10 percent of our country’s elec-
tricity requirement. This will balance our 
energy portfolio which is currently large-
ly dependent on oil, natural gas and coal. 
Nuclear power plants with no carbon diox-
ide emissions are clean sources of energy. 
Therefore, this plant will contribute to our 
energy security and will play an important 
role against climate change. These efforts 
will also contribute to the training of com-
petent and world-class personnel in nucle-
ar energy. As a matter of fact, hundreds of 
our young people are currently being edu-
cated on nuclear energy in the universities 
in Russia. God willing, these young people 
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will complete their education and assume 
important posts in our country upon their 
return. 

Esteemed Friends,

As with other investments and efforts we 
realized in Turkey, it was our privilege to 
realize the Akkuyu Project, a dream for 
half a century. We worked very closely 
with all Russian authorities, President Pu-
tin in particular, at the political and techni-
cal level from the moment we decided on 
the Akkuyu project. Their cooperation was 
truly commendable. The reason behind 
our swift progress in a short period of time 
on such a complicated project is the spirit 
of cooperation displayed by both parties 
throughout the process. For this, I would 
like to thank first of all my friend Presi-
dent Putin and all other Russian officials. 
Moreover, I would like to thank our Hon-
orable Prime Minister, the Speaker and the 
Parliamentarians of the Grand National 

Assembly of Turkey as well as my former 
Ministers of Energy for their support in 
this process. I would also like to extend my 
congratulations to our Minister of Energy 
and Natural Resources who brought this 
project to life by working day and night 
with his team as well as all officials who 
have been part of this project.

We will continue to work together to 
achieve our goal of commissioning the 
first of the 4 reactors of this plant by 2023. 
Similarly, we are determined to maintain 
and expand our cooperation with Russia 
on regional issues.

As we break ground today, I hope that the 
construction of this plant will be complet-
ed as soon as possible and that it will yield 
benefits for both of our countries. 

I salute you with affection and respect. All 
the best.

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Officials of the Presidency 
of Religious Affairs, Distinguished Guests, 
My Beloved Brothers, Ladies and Gentle-
men,

I greet you wholeheartedly. Assalamu alai-
kum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuh. May 
the peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be 
upon you.

Welcome to Turkey and the magnificent 
city of Istanbul, a capital of civilizations 

“Project-Based” 
Terrorists Try to 

Smear Islam

Opening Session of the World Muslim Minorities Summit
İstanbul | April 16, 2018
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erhood and love. We may be separated by 
thousands of kilometers, but our hearts all 
face Qibla. We are of the same ummah al-
though we may have different citizenship 
and hold different passports. Allah refers 
to this in the Surat-al-Hujurat as, “Believ-
ers are but brothers.” The rest of the verse 
urges to “make settlement between broth-
ers.” Yes, it is interesting that Muslims are 
tasked with “mediation” immediately after 
being reminded of their brotherhood.

There is no discrimination in Islam. How-
ever, do we see discrimination among 
Muslims? Unfortunately, yes. In fact, we 
see how this discrimination violently plays 
out in some regions in the Islamic world 
when both the killer and the victim shout 
“Allahu Akbar”. The whole situation is in-
comprehensible. There was a time when 
our forefathers put pages of the Quran on 
their spears to kill and be killed. We must 
reverse the course of the same history re-
peating itself today. 

It is natural for Muslims to have disagree-
ments, resentments and, from time to 
time, even fights and conflict in the normal 
course of life. “Brothers at War” is part of 
humanity since the time of Cain and Abel. 
There was continued discussion and de-
bate in the Islamic world after the passing 
of the Prophet (pbuh). Unfortunately, there 
have been times when these tensions led to 
wars where brothers fought against broth-
ers and aimed their swords at each other 
as in the Battle of Siffin and the Battle of 
Jamal. 

Our religion, Islam, asks the believers to 
find ways of solving these worldly chal-

lenges instead of neglecting them. The law 
of brotherhood in Islam requires support-
ing other believers, sharing their problems 
and even being involved in solving them. 
A believer cannot isolate himself from the 
community he lives in. A believer cannot, 
for whatever reason, resort to indifference 
or callousness. A believer has the respon-
sibility to engage and help solve problems 
between brothers, neighbors and friends. 
In other words, a true believer in Islam 
does not “let sleeping dogs lie” or just do 
nothing.

Muslims are always actively engaged in life 
and set an example to others with their ed-
ucation, trade, attitude and morality. Mus-
lims are always trustworthy; they are peo-
ple of their word and actions. Muslims are 
so well integrated in the community that 
they are unable to sleep when their neigh-
bors go hungry. It was for these reasons that 
our religion spread mainly through writing, 
trade and learning instead of by the power 
of the sword. This has been why wise peo-
ple, for centuries, carried the flag of Islam 
in their hearts. Therefore, we must all be ac-
tively engaged in life wherever we are and 
whatever we do. We must help our brothers 
overcome the problems and challenges they 
face and try to unravel the tensions, prob-
lems and challenges that engulf us. 

At the moment, we are unable to solve our 
own problems and conflicts. Others who 
are not part of Islam wish to solve our 
problems for us. What happens when they 
try to solve problems? Barrel bombs start 
raining down. These bombs are character-

and Islam. I am pleased to host you in this 
beautiful city worthy of praise from Proph-
et Muhammad (pbuh). I am grateful to Al-
mighty Allah for bringing us together with 
this spirit of brotherhood. I express my 
gratitude to the Presidency of Religious 
Affairs as well as all other institutions for 
their efforts to organize this summit.

As the President mentioned a moment ago, 
we are hosting approximately 250 Muslim 
religious leaders, representatives, schol-
ars, academicians and authors from more 
than 100 countries here today. Our broth-
ers in Islam come from all four corners of 
the globe, from South Africa to Argentina, 
Sri Lanka to Mexico, Europe to America 
and India. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to express my special thanks to our 
distinguished guests for travelling from 
thousands and tens of thousands of kilom-
eters away to contribute to this important 
meeting.

I am of the opinion that the first World 
Muslim Minorities Summit organized in 
our country will provide a good opportuni-
ty to discuss the problems of the ummah, 
find solutions to these problems and ex-
plore broad-based cooperation schemes. 
In addition, I believe that this summit will 
strengthen the friendship, solidarity and 
communication between our brothers who 
come from different parts of the world. I 
pray that the consultations, criticisms and 
ideas that will be expressed here for the 
next four days will bring about positive re-
sults for the Islamic world.

At the outset, I would like to start by em-
phasizing an important point. There is no 

doubt that it is important to identify prob-
lems and find solutions to them. However, 
it is even more important to implement 
the decisions that are taken. Otherwise, 
all the time and effort put into these ide-
as will have been in vain. My compass 
throughout my political and administra-
tive life has been based on four principles. 
I repeat these four principles to young 
people very often since they represent our 
future. “Read, think, implement, achieve.” 
If this chain of four principles is broken 
at any point, it becomes impossible to 
achieve our goals.

Therefore, it is very important to imple-
ment the decisions that will be taken in 
the next four days during the debates and 
discussions at this summit. If necessary, a 
separate platform or an institutional struc-
ture within the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation where we currently serve as 
President may be established to ensure the 
continuation of the work that will be initi-
ated here. I believe that the World Muslim 
Minorities Summit will constitute an ex-
ample in this respect.

A believer cannot remain 
isolated from his community

My Dear Brothers,

We love one another for Allah’s sake and 
meet to fulfill His purpose. We may be of 
different race, language or culture, but we 
are united in our belief in the same religion, 
Prophet (pbuh) and Holy Book. Our differ-
ences can never detract us from our broth-
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grounds. It is as if the Great Prophet (pbuh) 
foreshadowed our time when he said in a 
hadith; “There will come a time when the 
one holding on to religion will be like the 
one holding on to hot coals.” Muslim mi-
norities in particular are facing pressure 
and oppression similar to that which has 
been described by our beloved Prophet 
(pbuh). Worse still, there are hundreds of 
thousands of Muslims who are massacred 
or displaced simply because they are Mus-
lims. We have millions of brothers who suf-
fer persecution and oppression in, among 
others, Arakan, Turkistan, Sri Lanka and 
some Central African countries because of 
their ethnic and religious identity. Tens of 
millions of Muslims are forced to convert 
by missionaries or have their children tak-
en away from them.

Brothers,

As Muslim minorities living in different 
parts of the world, you have personal expe-
rience of these problems. You face Islamo-
phobia in your countries and bear its brunt 
more than anyone else. Your attitude and 
stance will be very important in this pro-
cess. As Muslims, the task before us vis-à-
vis this deteriorating situation is clear. As I 
stated at the beginning of my remarks, we 
should never be intimidated by attacks or 
withdraw to our shell. Historically, Mus-
lims have had no problem living in peace 
with people who believe in other religions. 
All ancient Islamic Centers including 
Al-Andalus, Istanbul, Damascus, Cairo, 
Timbuktu and Jerusalem have been home 
to many religions.

We must join forces, increase our dialog 
and strengthen our cooperation to disrupt 
the conspiracy against us. We must not al-
low our young people to be drawn into a 
dilemma between “pacifism or violence” 
by these project-owners. We must never 
give up on our rights, we must always in-
tegrate with the community we live in and 
we must never allow those who defy law 
and morality to take the upper hand. We 
will do our utmost to legitimately protect 
our rights. We must make use of our expe-
rience, develop ourselves in many fields 
and look for ways of becoming influential 
in politics, education, trade and culture.

Even Muslim leaders fail to 
grasp the significance of  
“The world is bigger than 5”

We should not allow our ethnic and cultur-
al differences to harm the spirit of brother-
hood between us and to become a seditious 
tool for tyrants. There is a fine but clear dis-
tinction between identifying with one’s na-
tion and nationality, and racism. Further-
more, he who gives greater credence to his 
ethnic identity over his religious identity 
is ignorant because we are Muslims first, 
and then Turks, Arabs, Persians, Africans, 
Pashtuns, Somalians, Malays, Indians or 
Kurds. These identities do not contradict, 
but rather complement our Islamic broth-
erhood; they are inseparable. Our faith tells 
us to “love the creator because of the creat-
ed”. We love people because they are hon-
orable. As the Quran cites, “The reason we 
made you of different tribes and families is 

ized in different ways; sometimes, they are 
called chemical weapons. At other times, 
they become conventional weapons. These 
types of weapons are treated differently. 
Why? Because they say there are treaties! 
They say that these treaties are valid only 
for chemical weapons! To me, type of the 
weapon is irrelevant if it ends up killing 
people. To every one thousand people 
killed in the Middle East with chemical 
weapons, hundreds of thousands of people 
have been killed with conventional weap-
ons. However, no one seems to care about 
these deaths. 

The West uses Islamophobia  
to impose its ideology

Dear Friends,

I believe that these observations are very 
important under the current circumstanc-
es. Since the terror attacks on 9/11, Mus-
lims are being attacked in all directions 
and in many ways. They try to cast a dark 
shadow over our future and aim to deprive 
us of our rights and freedoms by using 
gangs with blood on their hands. Terror 
attacks by packs of murderers such as 
Daesh, Boko Haram, Al-Shabaab and FETÖ 
not only harm us, but also provide Islam-
ophobes with long-awaited opportunities. 
No one cares about the innocence of Mus-
lims who are brutally massacred by these 
organizations or whose lives are never the 
same as a result of these attacks. The blame 
for these brutal murders is laid squarely on 
believers and our religion. Many Western 

countries are fanning these flames to stifle 
their internal problems. They are not inno-
cent at all; they are indecent. They are the 
ones who carried out the worst massacres. 
Nonetheless, they have no shame in point-
ing their finger at us. Did they not murder 
5 million people in Algeria? They should 
be held accountable for such actions and, 
I might add, many others. 

The West uses Islamophobia to impose its 
ideology and lifestyle. Islam is smeared by 
project-based terrorists, even though it is 
the only religion that can solve the crises 
of modern men. This is the reason why cul-
tural racism, xenophobia and Islamopho-
bia are rampant in many developed coun-
tries and even Neo-Nazis can rise to power.

Today, attacks against Muslims and ref-
ugees are routine in many countries that 
purportedly defend democracy and the 
rule of law. Businesses, homes and places 
of worship of Muslims are targeted by rac-
ists and fascist groups almost every day. 
Attacks against Muslims are ongoing in 
Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium and 
France. Muslim women are harassed on 
the street, in the market and in the work-
place only because they put on a scarf. A 
case in point is France. France expelled 
the Roma despite the acquis of the Euro-
pean Union. They think they have a right 
to discriminate. However, this is not our 
view. People with names such as Ahmed, 
Mohammed, Ali and Mustafa have a hard 
time finding jobs in the public or the pri-
vate sector. Muslim children are deprived 
of their rights to education on flimsy 
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face to face with Muslim leaders, they 
agree with us. This being the case, we must 
act because, otherwise, we will not be able 
to solve these issues. 

What counts is quality,  
not quantity

On the other hand, we continue to witness 
hypocrisy by our so-called friends and allies 
regarding our operations across the border 
to fight terrorism. Western countries con-
stantly criticize the legitimate measures 
we have taken against FETÖ which mar-
tyred 251 citizens on the night of July 15 
and wounded another 2 thousand 193 peo-
ple. The PKK which massacred almost 50 
thousand people is playing games with the 
alphabet to forfeit our sacrifice in the last 
34 years against them. On the other hand, 
these same circles do not utter a single 
word when young people are massacred 
by Israel at the Gaza border. Those who 
harshly criticize us in our legitimate strug-
gle have nothing to say when Palestinians 
are shot dead before cameras. Countries 
that point fingers at our country over so-
called journalists who are imprisoned for 
theft, extortion or terrorist crimes almost 
applaud the killing of journalists whose 
only “crime” is to document Israel’s massa-
cres. Those who pressure Islamic countries 
about minority rights turn a blind eye to 
ethnic cleansing against Muslim minori-
ties in many African and Asian countries.

Brothers,

We cannot allow this hypocrisy to divert 
us from our path and legitimate struggle. 
Muslims must work for justice and law 
in the world for the sake of Allah. We are 
charged with fulfilling the means to this 
end. Our responsibility is to carry the flag 
of Almighty Allah to the top. Our broth-
erhood is the greatest source of strength 
on this journey. We will remain steadfast 
as Muslims to the extent we cherish our 
brotherhood. If Muslims act as ordained 
by Allah, no mortal power can stop them. 

There are no obstacles for a community 
united in hearts, faith, hope and compas-
sion. Being a minority in a country is no 
disadvantage. As Allah heralds, “Many a 
minority have persevered over many a 
majority by the grace of Allah.” History is 
replete with examples of many minorities 
that were able to dominate and direct com-
munities that had the upper hand. As our 
own poet of independence Mehmet Akif 
says:

“Enemies cannot exploit a nation that is 
not afflicted with discord,

Cannons fail to intimidate when hearts 
beat together.”

Yes, the whole point is to act as one, work 
together and build our efforts like bricks in 
a wall. Strength lies not in quantity, i.e. the 
population numbers, but in quality. 

so that you may know each other.” Our be-
loved Prophet (pbuh) refers to this in his fi-
nal sermon as “An Arab has no superiority 
over a non-Arab, nor does a non-Arab have 
any superiority over an Arab; except by pi-
ety.” We have no choice but to consider Is-
lam as our common denominator and love 
each other for the sake and mercy of Allah. 
I am convinced that we can strengthen our 
unity and togetherness if we apply these 
fundamental teachings and act decisively 
in the global arena.

Dear Brothers,

Distinguished Guests,

Much like a compass, Muslims firmly plant 
one foot in their own society and focus on 
their own issues while visiting the world 
with the other one. In our faith we belong 
to the 1.7 billion strong in the Islamic world 
even as we are part of the 7 billion people 
who make up humanity. As a member of 
the ummah, we share a common responsi-
bility for ourselves, our families, neighbors 
and billions of brothers. We have an obli-
gation to protect Syrian victims, children 
in Yemen who are dying of hunger and dis-
ease and the Palestinian children. We must 
defend our rights over Jerusalem, that no-
ble and sacred hearth which is the apple 
of our eye, at the expense of our lives. We 
cannot remain indifferent to the problems 
of our brothers as we deal with our own. 
We must be in the field against the double 
standards imposed on Muslims when their 
lives and livelihoods are at stake. 

We all observe how Western powers create 
havoc when things go against their inter-
est. For example, we know that these coun-
tries can come running from thousands 
of kilometers away like hounds sniffing 
blood when oil, gold, diamonds or market 
share issues make an appearance. On the 
other hand, we are also aware of how they 
can dismiss with a shrug the massacres in 
Palestine, the genocide in Arakan, and the 
oppression in neighboring Syria that cost 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of inno-
cent people. The problem is not only one 
of turning their backs on the plight of the 
innocent. The real problem is their effort 
to translate humanitarian crises, conflict 
and civil war into opportunity instead of 
preventing them. Their goal is to exploit 
the resources of a country on the pretext 
of fighting Daesh while supporting new 
terrorist organizations to serve their ends.

Another problem is the fact that organiza-
tions such as the United Nations Security 
Council which, on paper, has a responsi-
bility to ensure global stability have them-
selves become the greatest obstacle to 
peace and security. As Turkey, we express 
our concerns with respect to this dou-
ble standard that holds the world system 
hostage in every platform by saying “The 
world is bigger than 5”. Unfortunately, 
even the leaders of Muslim countries fail 
to grasp the significance of “The world is 
bigger than 5”. This is because they, too, are 
used to policies of slavery. When we speak 



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5” September 2014 - December 2019Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

329328

Mr. President, Distinguished Members of 
the Foreign Economic Relations Board, 
Distinguished Representatives of the Busi-
ness Community, Esteemed Guests, 

I would like to greet you wholeheartedly. 

I hope that this General Assembly of the 
Foreign Economic Relations Board DEİK 

will yield positive results for our country, 
our nation, the business community and 
members of DEİK. I would like to express 
my thanks to all colleagues who have con-
tributed to the work of DEİK since its es-
tablishment. 

I follow very closely the work of the council 
established to support the Turkish private 

God willing, this summit will be an oppor-
tunity to enhance the spirit of cooperation 
and solidarity between Muslim communi-
ties. I believe that all of you will feel strong-
er and more hopeful as you leave here at 
the end of these four days.

With these thoughts, I would like to con-
clude my remarks. May Allah make our 
brotherhood and affection for each other 
last eternally. I pray to Allah that we are 

never denied the Light of the Holy Quran 
and we are guided on our path of righteous-
ness by our beloved Muhammad Mustafa. 
I rejoice with you during these holy three 
months. Please convey my messages of 
friendship and brotherhood as well as our 
greetings to your countries and people. 

I salute you all wholeheartedly. May the 
mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you. 
All the best.

We Bear No Ill Will Against Our 
Business People

DEİK General Assembly | İstanbul | April 21, 2018
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Project-based Incentive System with 23 
projects having a total investment value of 
135 billion TL. These investments are ex-
pected to increase our exports by 6.3 bil-
lion dollars and decrease our imports by 
12.3 billion dollars; they will also provide 
direct employment to 34 thousand people 
and indirect employment to 134 thousand 
people. 

As you know, we must double the size 
of our economy in order to achieve our 
2023 goals. There are some technical and 
psychological barriers that we must over-
come in order to reach these goals. We can 
overcome the question marks about the 
Turkish economy that is created by some 
domestic and international circles if we 
adopt a new perspective regarding technol-
ogy and capital. Investments in high-tech 
is one of the most important areas in this 
context. Such investments will reduce our 
dependence on imported high-tech prod-
ucts and contribute to the improvement of 
our current accounts deficit. This is the un-
derstanding that guides us as we invest in 
many areas, including in renewable sourc-
es of energy, the Akkuyu Nuclear Plant, the 
domestic car manufacturing industry and 
the national defense industry. 

We know that high-tech investments in-
volve a significant amount of capital, ca-
pacity and new export opportunities. That 
is why we launched the Project-based In-
vestment Incentive System to meet this 
need. This incentive system provides very 
attractive opportunities to investors for 
large projects exceeding 100 million dol-

lars. We are providing very important in-
centives such as customs tax exemptions, 
VAT exceptions for machinery, equipment 
and construction expenditures, corporate 
tax relief, payroll incentives, financing sup-
port and, even, the free allocation of public 
lands to investors. I would like to take this 
opportunity to invite all entrepreneurs and 
international investors to contact the Min-
istry of Economy to benefit from these in-
centives. 

Dear Friends, 

When others take a single step towards 
Turkey politically or economically, we re-
spond by taking not 3-5 steps, but by run-
ning in that direction. To this day, no one 
has regretted doing business in Turkey. 
Investors relate their satisfaction about do-
ing business in Turkey in our discussions 
with them during our visits. On the other 
hand, some people are creating rumors 
that some companies and business people 
in Turkey are moving their assets to other 
countries. We have always been very proud 
of our national and international invest-
ments. Today, the total value of our assets 
abroad has reached 233 billion dollars. We 
support and promote investments by our 
business people in Africa, in the Balkans 
and around the globe. We consider our 
trademarks and commercial enterprises 
that invest around the globe and do busi-
ness in other countries as our flagships. 

We can solve all problems in 
Turkey

sector in promoting foreign trade, access-
ing new external markets and increasing 
exports.

DEİK is providing important services 
through 101 founding organizations, 135 
bilateral business councils, 5 sectoral busi-
ness councils and 2 special purpose busi-
ness councils. We support the activities or-
ganized by our business people under the 
umbrella of DEİK during our international 
visits. In our discussions with our coun-
terparts during these visits, we bring up 
problems encountered by institutions and 
companies with a view to solving them. 
Frankly speaking, I do not know of any oth-
er president in our country who has shown 
such close interest to the problems of the 
business community and who specifically 
addressed these issues during his interna-
tional meetings. In doing so, we do not dis-
criminate between business people; we are 
not interested in who they are, what they 
believe in, their origins or political views. 
For us, the impact of their problems on our 
country, nation and state have always been 
more important; everything else pales in 
comparison. 

We covered significant distance in the 
last 15 years in close collaboration with 
the business community. The size of your 
businesses and the value of the companies 
represented by members here have grown 
tens of times in the last 15 years. Goals 
which seemed unattainable for our entre-
preneurs and investors yesterday have, 
thankfully, become just a matter of time 
and planning today. As a result of these 

developments and our growing self-con-
fidence, our exports grew from 36 billion 
dollars to 160 billion dollars. However, we 
have bigger goals. Our goal is to raise for-
eign trade to 1 trillion dollars and national 
income to 2 trillion dollars in Turkey. We 
have a pact with the business community 
to reach these goals; we will work tirelessly 
and achieve our 2023 goals. 

We must increase investments

Dear Colleagues, 

Turkey lies at the heart of a geography that 
has maintained its importance throughout 
history as a center of attraction. Our coun-
try is at the crossroads of not only the con-
tinents of Europe, Asia and Africa, but also 
of different cultures and economies. From 
this point of view, the economic potential 
of our country is not limited to our own 
market. A commercial enterprise based in 
Turkey has access to 1.6 billion people with 
a total income of 30 trillion dollars within 
a few hours of flight time. Therefore, what 
could be more attractive than investing in 
a country like Turkey? Turkey received 
180 billion dollars of foreign direct invest-
ment from 2006 through the end of 2017. 
However, we consider this level of invest-
ment to be insufficient because we have 
larger goals; we must increase investments 
even more. To do so, we will make use of 
our own resources, but also attract Interna-
tional investors to our country.

We took a very important step in this di-
rection in recent weeks. We initiated a 
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There is no doubt that our international 
investments will increase significantly 
with the growth of our economy. There is 
no problem in this respect. However, we 
will not forgive those who take their mon-
ey out of the country to hide it instead of 
investing in the growth of their business, 
trade or investments. Neither we nor the 
81 million people in this country will let 
go, in this world or the next, of those who 
resort to such action. It is most befitting 
for those who receive benefits in this 
country and from this people to recip-
rocate in kind by investing in our coun-
try and its people. My comments are not 
about those who invest abroad, but about 
those who move their assets abroad to 
hide them. After all, we can solve all prob-
lems in Turkey. 

As President, I never paid attention to the 
identity of the business people when try-
ing to solve their problems as they were 
brought to my attention. The Prime Min-
ister also has close ties to the business 
community. The Deputy Prime Minister 
is well respected for his expertise on mac-
roeconomic issues. The Minister of Econ-
omy himself is a business person. In the 
same way, other ministers and bureau-
crats have always believed in supporting 
the business community. There may be 
shortcomings, problems and even mis-
takes in the system. The important thing 
is for this to be communicated to the right 
people through the right channels. If you 
cannot solve your problems in this way, I 
am ready to help you. I must be the most 

accessible President of Turkey because I 
attend many public events every day or-
ganized by different segments of society 
and have a chance to talk to many people. 

I regularly meet the representatives of the 
business community such as DEİK and 
other businessmen’s associations. I also 
hold smaller meetings on a sector basis. 
For example, the tourism sector represent-
ed under the umbrella of TÜRSAB visited 
me recently and we had a very good meet-
ing. Business people in this country have 
the opportunity to express their concerns 
at every level of government all the way 
to the President. Our job is to support peo-
ple who are doing the right things, but it 
is not to provide cover for mistakes. I have 
always supported business people who 
needed my support to help them do the 
right thing and I will continue to do so. 
In light of the support that is extended to 
the business community, I am inclined to 
think that people who smear our country 
and state and go abroad must have anoth-
er agenda. 

Dear Friends,

Doing business, making money, building 
facilities and having more opportunities 
are necessary to meet personal needs, but 
only up to a certain point. Beyond that 
point, one must take into consideration 
his responsibility to the country and the 
nation. If a business person is caught up 
in a vicious circle that focuses solely on 
making money, then he is not aware of this 
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broader responsibility. I do not wish to be 
misunderstood; I am not talking about 
not making money: I am, however, talking 
about what one does with one’s earnings. 
If business people decide against invest-
ments and keep their money under wraps 
when their country needs their invest-
ment, they have to question their sense of 
responsibility. Far worse are business peo-
ple who go abroad with their money. In 
large economies, there have always been 
people who made the right investments 
to support their country in critical times. 
Major global brands in automotive, elec-
tronics, consumer durables, food, textiles, 
finance, petrochemicals, media, metal, 
and tourism are all established by entre-
preneurs who started off with the ideal of 
contributing to their country and nation 
during critical times. A very telling case 
in point in this respect is the lack of do-
mestically manufactured cars in Turkey. 
God willing, we will start to manufacture 
automobiles domestically. 

We have entrepreneurs who were able 
to develop their business, but also oth-
ers who were, unfortunately, prevented 
and discouraged. We learn from our past 
mistakes and consider these lessons a cor-
nerstone of our system of government. 
Against this background, it is unthinkable 
for us to bear ill will towards any business 
person. However, we have to act very care-
fully in light of our recent experiences. I 
suppose that everyone will understand 
why we feel the need to tread carefully in 
light of the last 4-5 years. 

The State of Emergency is 
strictly for fighting against 
terrorism

Nonetheless, we never lost sight of the im-
portance of supporting the business com-
munity and facilitating their work. We 
hear from time to time some complaints 
about the state of emergency being used 
to discourage investments. I would like to 
tell the audience here as well as the whole 
business community that the state of emer-
gency is strictly for fighting against terror-
ism.

You will remember that there was a state 
of emergency 15 years ago when we were 
first elected. If you go back 20 years, you 
will remember strikes in the industry. Why 
were there strikes? We all remember what 
happened to the industrialists because of 
these strikes. If a state of emergency had 
not been declared after July 15, things 
could have been worse. The state of emer-
gency helped us prevent others from dis-
couraging investments. 

Rest assured that the state of emergency 
aims only to fight against terrorism. The 
state of emergency does not restrict the 
activities of our entrepreneurs or business 
people. Nevertheless, it is sad to see that 
some business associations make state-
ments about lifting the state of emergency. 
Is the state of emergency preventing dem-
ocratic struggle in Turkey? Does it deprive 
people of their rights and freedoms? The 

aim of the state of emergency is to elimi-
nate terrorist organizations. We will con-
tinue to extend the state of emergency for 
the sake of peace in our country. 

If anyone anywhere threatens, intimidates 
or tries to manipulate business people for 
whatever reason, please inform the nearest 
authority and, if necessary, even me. We 
will have no pity for people who act in this 
way, no matter who they are. Turkey is a 
state of law. It is our responsibility to hold 
to account those who act illegally or exploit 
their authority to conspire against others. 
One of the reasons why we hold these po-
sitions is our responsibility to protect our 
country and nation from these traitors and 
usurpers. 

In the past, FETÖ used this method to de-
stroy many people. We will not allow the 
repetition of this mistake. History and our 
people will condemn us if we make such a 
mistake. I pay particular attention to this 
point. All I truly want is to make sure that 
you can invest freely, keep the wheels turn-
ing, increase employment, and promote 
exports. We stand ready to do our best to 
help you.

Dear Friends, 

As you know, we will hold early elections 
on June 24. In fact, presidential and parlia-
mentary elections were to be held in No-
vember 2019. I could have stayed in my po-
sition for the next 17-18 months if that had 
been my ambition, but the main opposi-
tion was constantly challenging me for ear-
ly elections. After Mr. Bahçeli’s statement, I 
met with my colleagues and discussed this 

option. In the end, we reached a consensus 
on holding early elections. Later, we decid-
ed to hold early elections on June 24, 2018 
after consulting with Mr. Devlet Bahçeli. 

It is very difficult to refrain from an elec-
tion once that discussion starts. This sug-
gestion by the General Chairman of MHP 
was important to us and meant that we 
needed to discuss the details of our “Peo-
ple’s Alliance”. Therefore, we made a sacri-
fice and gave up the remaining 1.5 years of 
our term for the government and the pres-
idency to hold an early election so that we 
can go back to working on our main goals 
as soon as possible. 

We will be happy to have 
business people in the cabinet

Rest assured that we will have the oppor-
tunity to solve major issues firmly and 
swiftly as a result of the new system of 
government that will take effect after the 
election. Many of the issues that are of 
concern to you will be eliminated after the 
election when the new government struc-
ture falls in place. When executive powers 
are transferred to the president, many of 
the scattered and, frankly speaking, inef-
ficient things will be better organized and 
done more effectively. I hope to meet many 
times after the elections to talk about prob-
lems and solutions and embark upon their 
implementation as soon as possible. 

As you know, it will be possible to appoint 
ministers directly in the new presidential 
system. With this system, we will know the 
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valiant. We will see whether the business 
people we invite to the cabinet will ac-
cept this responsibility. We will be happy 
to have business people in the cabinet. 

Turkey’s achievements today are a far 
cry from 20 years ago. Although we find 
it difficult to explain that old Turkey to 
our youth, those of you who are mid-
dle-aged and older will know and appre-
ciate what I mean. God willing, Turkey 
in the future will be even more advanced 
than the present. 

We achieved a lot so far with the cooper-
ation of our business people and we will 
continue to walk on this path together with 
you. I would like to thank each and every 
one of you for your contributions to the de-
velopment, growth and prosperity of our 
country and nation. 

I would like to express my best wishes to 
the General Assembly of the Foreign Eco-
nomic Relations Board and hope that it 
brings good tidings to you and our country. 

I salute you all with love and respect. All 
the best.  

Distinguished President of e United Nations 
General Assembly Mr. Lajcak, Distinguished 
Ambassadors, Distinguished Guests, Ladies 
and Gentlemen, 

I would like to convey my sincere greetings 
and regards. I am very pleased to welcome 
you to e Presidential Complex, home of e na-
tion, on e occasion of e 10 Conference of Am-
bassadors. 

I hope at is conference which began yester-
day will be beneficial for our country, na-
tion and diplomatic circles. I would like to 
welcome our foreign guests and ank em in 
advance for eir valuable contributions to e 
conference. I congratulate e Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs, e distinguished minister and 
his team.

Some People Shoot eir Strategic 
Partner In e Foot

10 Ambassadors Conference  | Ankara |  August 13, 2018
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As you know, we had a very busy agenda 
wi respect to our domestic and foreign po-
licy since I began serving as president. In 
accordance wi e pledge I made to e nati-
on during e election rallies, I strive to be a 
president who keeps his word and works 
diligently instead of sitting in his office. 
Our efforts are aimed at enhancing our 
country’s influence in international af-
fairs while we also pay close attention to 
issues at home in all 81 provinces of our 
country. In e last four years, a total of 113 
foreign visits including state visits, wor-
king visits and summit meetings were 
organized. We sought ways to extend e 
scope of our cooperation especially wi 
African and Latin American countries wi 
whom we traditionally had limited relati-
ons. Likewise, we received visits from 60 
heads of state, 50 of which were official 
state visits. We successfully hosted many 
high-level meetings in our country such 
as e G-20, World Humanitarian Summit, 
D-8 and e Organization of Islamic Coope-
ration Summits.

I had an opportunity to meet our distin-
guished ambassadors numerous times on 
e occasion of ese summits and during my 
visits. However, e Ambassadors Conferen-
ce has a special place. Now a tradition, is 
meeting is a crucial platform at convenes 
our ambassadors under e same roof for 
consultations where e current state, road-
map and future of Turkish diplomacy are 
discussed and decisions are taken based 
on your collective wisdom. e conference 
also provides a valuable opportunity to 
broaden our vision wi respect to e current 

state, future and success of our interna-
tional relations. is year’s meeting is even 
more significant because it is e first con-
ference since e adoption of e presidential 
system of government.

Turkey adopted a presidential model of 
government, ankfully rough democratic 
means, at many renowned Turkish politi-
cians such as Özal, Erbakan, Türkeş and 
Yazıcıoğlu only dreamed of. e presidential 
system is e most appropriate model at be-
fits our history and culture as well as our 
nation’s expectations and, of course, our 
country’s needs. Our nation will never 
witness shameful bargains like e “Güneş 
Motel” incident, suffer undue tension or 
deal wi instability caused by e system ever 
again. In fact, discussions pertaining to 
such previous concerns did not arise sin-
ce e vote on June 24 determined a new pa 
for our country. On at day, our nation cast 
its vote to determine bo e legislative and e 
executive pa for our country. 

Our nation deserves praise for implemen-
ting is change rough e ballot box and by 
putting democratic rules into action. is 
historic change at could have led to ten-
sion, polarization and bloody clashes in 
oer regions of e world was adopted wi a 
celebration of democracy in Turkey. In is 
respect, e referendum on April 16 and e 
elections on June 24 reflect e maturity of 
Turkish democracy. is maturity was attai-
ned after weaering many storms and pas-
sing many tests in e last 16 years, and sets 
an example to e whole world.

We cannot let anyone block  
e system

Distinguished Ambassadors,

No matter how perfect e system is, its suc-
cess or failure is determined by e human 
factor. No system is successful if it disre-
gards people. No model can achieve its go-
als if it does not motivate people. Wiout a 
doubt, e bar of success wi respect to e new 
system of government will also be determi-
ned by e human factor. e smoo functioning 
of e presidential system of government is 
possible only rough a mutual understan-
ding and shared ideals at we must estab-
lish at all levels of our state administration 
from e bottom to e top. Everyone, including 
all civil servants, supervisors, experts, di-
rectors, governors and ambassadors must 
work in excellent coordination wi each oer 
in order to achieve e vision for a great and 
strong Turkey. In is regard, we shall not to-
lerate institutional ambitions, conflicts or 
inefficiency due to unfounded concerns or 
lack of coordination.

In e presidential system of government, e 
personnel are as important as eir superi-
ors. e duty of e workers who maintain our 
roads is as critical as at of a governor. e role 
of guards who sacrifice a good night’s sleep 
for e security of our citizens is as signifi-
cant as at of a general manager. e job of our 
personnel who undertake various duties 
at e chancery building is as indispensable 
as at of an ambassador. Regardless of eir 

status, position or title, all personnel wor-
king for e state must have e same dedica-
tion and sense of duty to serve. We cannot 
let anyone block e system or slow it down. 
Wiout a doubt, ensuring is performance is 
primarily e duty of e senior staff working 
at state institutions. e new system requires 
senior staff to undertake much greater res-
ponsibility an ey did before. In particular, 
is means greater responsibility for our am-
bassadors who represent e state and e offi-
ce of e president in eir countries. 

As e children of a great country and a great 
nation, you fulfill your responsibilities suc-
cessfully in e countries where you are sta-
tioned. You take part in various diplomatic 
efforts in line wi e foreign policy vision of 
our state and government. You success-
fully represent our state heritage dating 
back ousands of years as well as e foreign 
affairs traditions at form an integral part of 
our established practices. You enhance our 
country’s position in e countries and inter-
national institutions you serve in wi diplo-
matic finesse. On behalf of my country and 
nation, I would like to ank each and every 
one of you for your hard work.

As ambassadors, you played a very impor-
tant role in Turkey’s international victori-
es in recent years in support of e firm and 
dedicated efforts of e government. A state 
wiout a robust foreign service cannot be 
expected to have weight in international 
relations. In is respect, our country has 
competent and qualified foreign service 
personnel who follow developments in 
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Turkey and elsewhere closely, and have an 
intrinsic understanding of e ancient va-
lues at define our country. I am well awa-
re of e strengs and competencies of our 
diplomats, including eir experience, self-
confidence and many oer superior qualiti-
es. To be honest, I believe at we have not 
been able to utilize is potential as well as 
we should. God willing, we expect you to 
achieve even greater success in e future.

Fluctuations in e exchange rate 
have no economic basis 

Dear Friends,

Events in recent weeks remind us of e sa-
ying, “we do not need a guide when e villa-
ge is in sight”; in oer words, no explanation 
is necessary when ings are as clear as day. 
As in oer areas, Turkey is facing a siege on 
its economy. It is clear at e string of attacks 
starting wi e Gezi events, followed by e De-
cember 15-25 attempt which en moved to 
e next level wi e treacherous coup attempt 
on July 15 will continue for some more 
time. We must be better prepared for vari-
ous types of attacks targeting Turkey’s in-
dependence, economic interests, national 
honor, dignity and character. 

e most significant reason why we faced a 
series of operations in recent years at inc-
lude terror attacks and economic mani-
pulations has to do wi e firm position we 
adopted wi respect to our national inte-
rests. Ever since taking office, we upheld 

and honored what has been entrusted to 
us by e nation. We did not allow manipu-
lations in e political sphere to become an 
instrument of tutelage and we warted soci-
al conflict scenarios by standing shoulder 
to shoulder wi our nation. Furermore, we 
swiftly unraveled and prevented machina-
tions staged rough terrorist organizations. 
We did not allow e establishment of a ter-
rorist corridor along our borders under e 
pretext of fighting Daesh in Syria. In e eco-
nomy, we did not allow financial lobbies to 
fill eir pockets by exploiting e livelihood of 
e poor and destitute. 

Everyone, friend and foe alike, agrees at 
e fluctuations in e exchange rate have no 
economic basis and at ey are, in essence, 
an attack against our country. Consider 
e World Trade Organization: how can we 
reconcile recent events wi e principles of 
e World Trade Organization? We cannot 
accept is “fait accompli”. President or not, 
a person cannot simply wake up one mor-
ning and announce tariffs on iron and steel. 
Continuity is paramount in international 
trade. How can one speak of any trust in 
trade relations after recent developments? 
One cannot claim to be a strategic partner 
while shooting at same strategic partner in 
e foot. Furermore, he teams up wi e same 
strategic partner in Afghanistan, Somalia 
and NATO, and en stabs us in e back in is 
way! is is unacceptable! It is impossible for 
us to tolerate ese actions.

What we see today cannot be compared 
wi e crises in 1994, 2001 or 2007. is is a 

completely different situation. e Ministry 
of Treasury and Finance and oer relevant 
economic units are taking necessary steps 
against ese attacks and will continue to do 
so. ere is no economic explanation for e 
current level of e exchange rate which, in 
any case, is not sustainable. 

e currency will soon go back to reasonable 
levels in line wi e functioning of e economy. 
In is process, we did not and will not make 
any concessions regarding e free market 
economy. No one should pay attention to 
rumors at claim oerwise. Some people on 
social media are engaged in an effort to 
terrorize oers over e economy. e judiciary 
has taken necessary steps against em and 
will pursue ese matters. We will impose ne-
cessary sanctions e moment we catch em 
because ey are engaged in treason. We will 
not allow ose involved wi such treacherous 
networks to walk freely. 

As I said yesterday, we recognize e game be-
ing staged. We made our position clear by 
stating at we shall remain firm in is context. 
Furermore, we continue on our journey in 
oer areas wi e same determination. What 
do ey say? ey are talking about some “plan 
C”. Confiscating assets… What is e real mo-
tivation behind making such claims? Do 
ey claim to read my mind? Are ey fortune 
tellers? Have I made such a statement? ese 
are treacherous networks. We will never 
indulge ese treacherous networks. We will 
make ese speculators pay e price for what 
ey do. Not only did we prevent attacks of 
e treacherous FETO network and e sepa-

ratist terrorist organization who bo reaten 
our national security, but we also destro-
yed em in eir own hideouts.

We have to go beyond patterns 
of old, break e mold and change 
our ways

We helped Turkey become e hope of hund-
reds of millions of people in addition to 
its own citizens. e increasing number of 
attacks against our country in recent years 
do not aim solely at individuals, political 
parties or institutions. ere is no excuse for 
treating a country at has paid a high price 
as a NATO ally wi such hostility. As e Tur-
kish saying goes, eir aim is “not to eat e 
grapes but to beat e vineyard owner”, and, 
if at all possible, even to knock his tee out 
and wreak vengeance. e real issue here is 
to make Turkey give up on its position, go-
als and its unwavering pursuit of justice 
and fairness. All ese machinations before 
us aim to subdue Turkey and turn it into 
a giant hollow paper tiger. is is e real aim 
of is operation regardless of e pretexts or e 
fancy concepts ey use as cover-up. 

We can survive ese attacks wi dignity and 
honor only wi e unity, solidarity and sup-
port of our nation. e contributions at you 
will make as our ambassadors to ese ef-
forts in your countries is critical in is con-
text. We simply do not have e luxury of 
being a mere spectator in e face of e deve-
lopments in our geography whose fate was 
“shaped by e claws of a scorpion ”, as e poet 
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puts it. We have to go beyond patterns of 
old, break e mold and change our ways. We 
will eier find a way or make one. God wil-
ling, we will disrupt is game togeer. Togeer, 
we will resist e operations against Turkey. 
Togeer, we will prevent efforts to defame 
our state. Togeer, we will defeat e scenarios 
targeting our nation. I invite all ambassa-
dors to work for is purpose and to mobilize 
wi is spirit by using e energy, dynamism 
and possibilities offered by e presidential 
system of government in e best way pos-
sible. I believe at you will undertake even 
more effective and productive efforts in e 
future.

Dear Friends,

Our presence in is geography as a nation 
has been neier gifted nor bestowed upon 
us. Behind every victory is e sacrifice and 
sweat of our nation’s brow adorned by blo-
od, lives and struggle. Behind every suc-
cess lies e courage of our heroes who fo-
ught for eir country and prayed “May God 
take all my loved ones and possessions 
from me if he will, but may he not deprive 
me of my one true homeland for e world ”, 
and e dignified solace of eir families who 
bore eir sorrow in eir hearts. Whatever eir 
names, titles, positions or eir self-entitled 
roles are, e bullies of e global system can-
not be allowed to have e audacity to lay a 
hand on what is country gained wi its own 
blood. Above all, no one can force such 
lawlessness down our roat in e name of so-
called lawfulness. 

Turkey’s foreign policy paradigm and red 
lines are very clear. Our aim is to ensure e 
peace and security of our nation as well as 
e stability of our region and e whole world, 
starting wi our close neighbors. e funda-
mental priority of our foreign policy is “pe-
ace at home, peace in e world” as stated by 
e founder of our republic, Ghazi Mustafa 
Kemal. However, building peace requires 
not just e talk but also e walk. Peace-buil-
ding is possible only by taking an active 
role on all fronts and rough e power and e 
ability to convince oers to agree wi you. In 
is context, our ambassadors play a crucial 
role in terms of executing our active fore-
ign policy. While it is true at one has to be 
in e field to ensure a presence at e negotia-
ting table, it is also true at success in e field 
on its own is futile wiout proper represen-
tation at e negotiating table. Trying to ma-
intain peace wiout having a presence bo at 
e negotiating table and in e field is noing 
but fantasy. 

As e poet says:

“Wi is old saying in mind all nations find 
eir salvation

If you want peace, prepare for war” 

Indeed... e key to success for a peace-lo-
ving state lies in always being prepared to 
go to war. Our actions are always guided 
by is principle. A testament to is princip-
le is e fact at e only regions in Syria whe-
re peace and order truly prevail are places 
where our country has ensured security. 
is understanding guides us as we take ac-

tion on many issues such as e refugee cri-
sis, fight against terrorism, humanitarian 
crises and stopping e bloodshed in our re-
gion. European countries are imprisoning 
people behind barbed wires in defiance of 
e principles ey have been upholding for ye-
ars while we shoulder e responsibility in 
e refugee crisis. Since 2011, we welcome 
refugees, who come running for eir lives 
and arrive at our door step, regardless of 
eir language, religion or enic identity and 
host em in a way at honors human dignity. 
According to e United Nations calculati-
ons, we spent about 32 billion dollars from 
our national budget to meet eir needs. e 
European Union is far behind its promise 
to share e burden. 

In e meantime, we observe at European po-
litics comes under e increasing influence 
of racism, xenophobia and Islamophobic 
discourse. e fact at racist and xenophobic 
movements increase eir votes in every 
election and become part of governments 
is a serious reat to e whole world as well as 
for e six million Turkish citizens living in 
European countries. Having experienced 
two great world wars in e last century, Eu-
rope is uniquely placed to know better an 
anyone else e possible repercussions of ese 
developments. As a country where people 
from different cultures, religions and enic 
identities have co-existed in peace for cen-
turies, Turkey is ready to take initiative to 
help overcome is challenging process.

We will improve our relations wi 
Central Asia furer

Distinguished Ambassadors,

We strive to implement our active and 
initiative-taking foreign policy vision in e 
context of bo regional and global issues. 
In matters like Syria, Iraq and Iran, which 
are critical for Turkey, our position is not 
based on e sticking points in our bilate-
ral relations but on core principles. We 
made progress in our relations wi Russia 
in line wi e interests of our country. We 
collaborate wi our broers in e Gulf region 
on ending regional crises and we work 
togeer in trade, diplomacy and bilateral 
cooperation. e fact at China’s economic vi-
sion and our own economic targets are in 
alignment translates into new and crucial 
opportunities. We became e eyes, ears and 
voice of humanity to provide at least some 
relief to e Muslims in Arakan and worked 
to ensure at ey can exercise eir fundamen-
tal rights. Our outreach efforts covering 
Africa, Latin America and Asia are ongo-
ing wi full vigor. We strengened our rela-
tions furer wi e Turkic World in general 
and wi Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Azer-
baijan in particular. In e upcoming peri-
od, we will increase e number of visits to 
Central Asia to furer improve and deepen 
our relations. We will intensify our efforts 
to purge e FETO terrorist organization 
from our broerly countries.
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Our joint efforts wi all Balkan countries 
wiout exception, wi whom we share histo-
rical, cultural and social ties, continue to 
focus on stability and security and are gro-
wing in number. e Palestinian cause and 
e legal struggle of our Palestinian broers 
and sisters are among our top foreign po-
licy priorities. We always raised our voice 
regarding e violation of e status of our first 
Qibla, Jerusalem, and we will never rema-
in silent on is issue.

Turkey is a great and important country 
whose area of inf luence cannot be defi-
ned by a single region. Our face is tur-
ned bo to e east and e west, just like e 
Seljuk Eagle. Wi is understanding, we 
are trying to deepen our cooperation wi 
regional organizations such as BRICS, 
e African Union and ASEAN. In e upco-
ming period, we will pick up e pace, bro-
aden our horizon and extend our room 
for maneuver. We will never give up on 

our projects and act swiftly to realize 
our 2023 targets. 

In is context, you will have crucial respon-
sibilities as ambassadors. In light of recent 
developments, you have a great responsi-
bility especially in terms of increasing our 
foreign trade volume and informing inter-
national investors about e opportunities 
offered by e Turkish economy. I have full 
confidence in you as our ambassadors be-
cause you all know e challenges facing our 
country better an anyone else. 

As I conclude my remarks wi ese oughts, 
I would like to ank each and every one of 
you for honoring e Presidential Complex, e 
Home of e Nation, wi your presence. I hope 
at e Ambassadors Conference will be suc-
cessful and productive. I wish you success 
in e countries you serve in. 

May e mercy and blessings of Allah be 
upon us all. All e best.

My Dear Brother President İlham Aliyev, 

Heroic Members of the Azerbaijani and 

Turkish Armed Forces, Distinguished Gu-

ests, My Dear Brothers and Sisters from 

Baku, 

I would like to convey my sincere greetings 
and regards.

I would like to express my gratitude to Pre-
sident Ilham Aliyev for his kind invitation 
and hospitality. 

We Will Not Let Anyone Forget 
The Epic Struggle Etched İn 
History With The Blood Of 

Thousands Of Martyrs

Military Parade for the 100th Anniversary of the Liberation of Baku
Baku, Azerbaijan  | September 15, 2018
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I would like to start my remarks by hono-
ring the memory of our martyrs who died 
for the independence of Azerbaijan. May 
Allah forgive and have mercy on the souls 
of our heroes who died for their mother-
land, for the azaan and for Islam a century 
ago. They made history with their bravery 
as they sacrificed their lives during an epic 
struggle; they will always be remembered 
with pride for generations to come and 
will stand as the symbol of eternal Turkey-
Azerbaijan brotherhood. Our country has 
78 memorials for martyrs in 34 countries. 
Azerbaijan comes second only to our own 
country in terms of the number of memo-
rials and graves of martyrs; there are 1,132 
graves in Azerbaijan. Our martyrs who are 
buried here side by side symbolize the sha-
red fate of our countries. Turkey and Azer-
baijan are brothers who share the same 
history, culture, language and religion. As 
the great poet late Bakhtiyar Vahabzadeh 
puts beautifully, we are:

“Two sons of a mother, 
Two branches of one aim. 
Each equally great, 
Azerbaijan and Turkey.

Same religion, same language, 
Same moon, same calendar, 
Same love, same destiny 
Azerbaijan and Turkey.

We resemble one another
In our joys and sorrows. 

One crescent on two flags, 
Azerbaijan and Turkey.

I settled down on the motherland, 
Fell in love with the motherland, 
My motherland, my fatherland 
Azerbaijan and Turkey.”

Indeed... Turkey and Azerbaijan set the 
best example for the brotherhood embo-
died in these verses. We are here today to 
celebrate the centenary of the liberation of 
Baku from persecution following the epic 
struggle of the Islamic Army of the Cau-
casus and our Azeri brothers. At the same 
time, we are also here as “One Nation, Two 
States”, a motto that symbolizes “our brot-
herhood to the bone” as entrusted to us by 
our martyrs.

Some people try to belittle the 
great victory of 1918 and make 
it seem insignificant

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I find it crucial to underline that the war 
which was fought on September 15, 1918 
on the very land we stand on today was 
not an ordinary event. The struggle that 
took place here a century ago symbolizes 
our brotherhood, friendship, unity and 
solidarity. One cannot appreciate the true 
meaning of our solidarity here at Azadliq 
Square today without knowing our history 
and understanding the reasons why Nuri 
Pasha and his soldiers rushed from Istan-

bul to Baku and Ganja a century ago. We 
cannot fully appreciate the value of our 
independence today without grasping the 
extent of the struggle then. The atrocities 
our brothers and sisters faced under occu-
pation a century ago were such that when 
Nuri Pasha arrived in Ganja, the children 
of Azerbaijan let out these cries of joy:

“The train comes slowly
To honor the people of Ganja
The brave youth of Ganja
Are ready to die for Baku.” 

The sad story of the famous Azeri ballad 
called “Laleler” tells the story of the perse-
cution our brothers endured as well as the 
relief provided by the Islamic Army of the 
Caucasus. From a distance, the image of 
thousands of soldiers with their red fezes 
and black tassels on their heads deployed 
to the Ganja region resembled a poppy fi-
eld. The word “lale” means “poppy” in Azeri 
Turkish and “tulip” in our language. Upon 
the arrival of the soldiers, poet Telman Ha-
cıyev described his feelings with the follo-
wing verses:

“Yazın evvelinde gence çölünde
Çıhıblar yene de dize laleler
Yağışdan ıslanan yaprağlarını
Seripler dereye düze laleler

Meylim üzündeki gara haldadır
Hicranın elacı ilk vüsaldadır
Ne vahdır aşığın gözü yoldadır
Bir gonağ gelesiz bize laleler”

The arrival of Nuri Pasha and the Islamic 
Army of the Caucasus in Baku and Ganja 
led to such joy and hope for our Azeri brot-
hers and sisters.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We know that some people try to belittle 
the great victory of September 15, 1918 
and try to make it seem insignificant. They 
are the grandchildren of those who never 
recovered from their shameful defeat and 
their collaborators who served as their 
abettors. Unfortunately, The Armistice of 
Mudros signed by the Ottoman Empire 
gave them a great opportunity and led to 
the withdrawal of the Islamic Army of the 
Caucasus from this land. Worse still, the 
same circles did everything in their power 
to eliminate the People’s Republic of Azer-
baijan in the same period and, unfortuna-
tely, they succeeded 22 months after the 
declaration of Azerbaijan’s independence. 
However, the operations carried out by the 
Islamic Army of the Caucasus and the Aze-
ri army in 1918 ensured the territorial in-
tegrity of Azerbaijan and laid the foundati-
on of its independence as we know it today.

Azerbaijan is the rising   
star of the region

The fact that Turkey was the first country 
to recognize Azerbaijan after the country 
regained its independence in 1991 is not 
a coincidence, but a natural consequence 
of our “brotherhood to the bone”. Turkey 
always supported Azerbaijan in every pos-
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sible way starting from the early years of its 
independence. Today, Turkey is the most 
important partner of Azerbaijan in poli-
tics and military affairs as well as in trade, 
economy, culture and other areas. Since 
Azerbaijan’s declaration of independence, 
more than 125,000 Azeri citizens comp-
leted their studies in Turkey. Currently, 
more than 15,000 Azeri students study at 
Turkish universities. Our soldiers carry 
out joint military exercises and they are 
on joint missions in different parts of the 
world including in Afghanistan. Undoub-
tedly, the skillful leadership of Azerbaijan’s 
nationwide leader Heydar Aliyev until his 
passing and the remarkable efforts of my 
dear brother Ilham Aliyev played a great 
role in these achievements.

Today, Azerbaijan has kept up with chan-
ging global geopolitical considerations to 
become the rising star of its region in a very 
short period of time. The joint projects we 
implemented such as the Baku-Tbilisi-Cey-
han Crude Oil Pipeline, Baku-Tbilisi-Erzu-
rum Natural Gas Pipeline, Baku-Tbilisi-
Kars Railway and TANAP have had a 
significant influence in the region. Turkey 
is also one of the top investors in Azerbai-
jan. God willing, Azerbaijan will soon have 
similar levels of investment in Turkey.

No matter how great our achievements, we 
will always strive for more. We have much 
greater tasks ahead of us. It is our duty to 
strengthen the ties between our countries 
and leave a lasting legacy to future genera-
tions. It is our duty to deepen our coopera-
tion in line with the principle of “One Nati-

on, Two States” by implementing projects 
that will further strengthen our eternal 
friendship that was built on the blood of 
thousands of martyrs.

Mr. President,

Dear Friends,

Azerbaijan’s joy is our joy, its pride is our 
pride. By the same token, its troubles are 
also our troubles. Nagorno Karabakh which 
is Azerbaijan’s biggest concern is an issue 
that is equally concerning for us. Turkey 
will continue to fully support Azerbaijan’s 
endeavors to end this conflict. We want to 
see an end to the suffering of more than 
one million brothers and sisters who have 
been longing for their homeland for years. 
It is futile to expect us to open our borders 
to those who occupy 20 percent of the land 
of our brothers and prevent more than one 
million of our brothers and sisters from re-
turning to their homeland.

Turkey has made its position on this issue 
very clear. The first step must be taken by 
the occupiers; by those who caused a ye-
arning for their homeland in the hearts of 
one million brothers and sisters. We certa-
inly would like to establish and maintain 
good relations with all our neighbors. Ho-
wever, the resolution of the Nagorno Ka-
rabakh conflict is a sine qua non in terms 
of any improvement in our relations with 
Armenia. We do not take history lessons 
from those who not only refuse to be held 
accountable for the events in Khojaly 25 
years ago or for those killed in Nagorno Ka-
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We Are Pleased To See That 
Muslim Americans Show A 
Growing Interest In Politics

Meeting with the Representatives of the Turkish-American 
Community in the United States | New York, USA | September 23, 2018

rabakh, but also make heroes out of mur-
derers. 

Turkish soldiers are here in Azerbaijan to 
celebrate the centenary of the great victory 
that we won together shoulder-to-shoulder 
a century ago. This celebration is the grea-
test gift we can leave to future generations. 
We will never let anyone forget the epic 
struggles etched in history with the blood 
of thousands of martyrs one century ago. I 
believe that young people in both nations 
have a lot to learn from today’s celebrati-
ons and our shared history.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
take this opportunity to commemorate the 
founders of the People’s Republic of Azer-
baijan and the independent Azeri Armed 

Forces who honored us with this great 
victory, Enver Pasha who deployed the Is-
lamic Army of the Caucasus to Azerbaijan, 
and Nuri Pasha who was the commander 
of that victorious army. May Allah have 
mercy on the souls of all commanders of 
the Islamic Army of the Caucasus and our 
martyrs who sacrificed their lives for these 
lands. 

May Allah never let us stray off the righteo-
us path paved by our martyrs. Once again, 
I would like to express my gratitude to my 
dear brother İlham Aliyev for his kind invi-
tation and hospitality. Happy Centenary to 
the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Repub-
lic of Turkey and the great Turkish nation! 

May Allah bless you!

Esteemed Members of the Turkish-Ame-
rican Community, Distinguished Muslim 
American Brothers and Sisters, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

I would like to convey my most sincere gre-
etings and regards. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa ba-
rakatuh

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Al-
lah be upon you.

I would like to thank the Turkish-American 
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National Steering Committee for organi-
zing this meeting and bringing us together. 

Our citizens who live in this country have 
contributed greatly to Turkish-American 
relations both through their individual 
efforts and with the non-governmental 
organizations they established. When we 
had limited means, they did everything in 
their power to inform the American public 
on Turkey and the principles it advocates. 
Their efforts to prevent Armenian lies re-
garding the 1915 events deserve particular 
attention. Through you, I extend my gra-
titude to all voluntary envoys of Turkey. I 
would also like to thank our non-Turkish 
friends who have always defended Turkey 
out of their love for our country and nati-
on. God willing, we will stand shoulder to 
shoulder and cooperate in similar endea-
vors in the future.

Turkey has more than six million citizens 
living around the world, mostly in Europe. 
Turkish citizens have a significant presen-
ce in every field of life, from politics to art, 
science to trade, sports to culture. They 
also contribute to the economies of their 
adopted countries with the businesses they 
establish. Their political achievements in 
these countries serve not only the people of 
their adopted countries, but also represent 
Turkey in the best way possible. Turkish 
citizens such as Professor Aziz Sancar ac-
hieve significant breakthroughs in science 
thereby contributing to progress. We have 
renowned professors and academics who-
se studies are widely praised and highly 
regarded. We have entrepreneurs, compa-

nies and successful young people who have 
become the face of Turkey. We are proud of 
the success of all our citizens, regardless of 
their political opinions, as long as they do 
not fall into the pit of treason. They are the 
pride and joy of the Turkish nation. With 
this understanding, we always protect and 
support our diaspora around the world.

The emotional borders of our 
country extend far beyond our 
official borders

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I would like to draw your attention to a very 
important point. Turkey grows stronger as 
you grow stronger in your adopted countri-
es. Stronger Turkey becomes, the more ca-
pable it is of protecting its brothers, sisters 
and friends as well as those who are opp-
ressed and persecuted. In the same way, 
your weakness will weaken Turkey as well. 
This is also true for our Muslim brothers 
and sisters who come from other countri-
es and have settled in the United States as 
their adopted country. In fact, they are no 
different than our own citizens as far as we 
are concerned. In addition to 81 million ci-
tizens and a diaspora of 6.5 million, Turkey 
also has hundreds of millions of brothers 
and sisters across the world in Africa, Asia 
and the United States.

Turkey has emotional borders as well as 
official borders. The emotional borders of 
our country extend far beyond our official 
borders. That is why we go the extra mile 

to heal the wounds of our Muslim brothers 
and sisters in Arakan although we do not 
have any geographical ties with the regi-
on. That is why we concern ourselves with 
the problems of our brothers and sisters in 
Somalia regardless of the distance. That is 
why we strive to strengthen our ties with 
Turkic Republics with whom we have blo-
od relations. We embrace the concerns of 
the oppressed and persecuted around the 
world and strive to be the voice of silent 
masses. Our Muslim American brothers 
and sisters are also part of the emotional 
borders of our country which extend be-
yond our official borders. 

With this understanding, we strive to en-
hance our contacts with you both indi-
vidually and through non-governmental 
organizations like the Turkish-American 
National Steering Committee. Last year’s 
meeting hosted by the Turkish-American 
National Steering Committee was very pro-
ductive. We had the opportunity to meet 
in New York and talk to our brothers and 
sisters from different ethnic origins living 
across the United States. I am delighted to 
be in your company at this year’s meeting 
as well. 

We observe that Muslims Americans have 
a growing fondness for our country. Our 
country’s firm position in matters concer-
ning the Islamic world plays a critical role 
in this growing interest. Praise be to Allah, 
our country is engaged with the problems 
facing the ummah, especially the Syrian 
crisis and the Palestinian cause. At a time 
when countries with far better national 

economies make every effort not to admit 
refugees, we opened our doors to more 
than 3.5 million Syrian brothers and sis-
ters. We did not hand over a single Syrian 
who sought refuge in our country to blo-
ody-handed murderers. We stood with the 
Syrian people in their fight for rights and 
freedoms. We ensured peace in an area of 
four thousand square kilometers which 
used to be under the occupation of PYD/
YPG terrorists and Daesh murderers right 
next to our borders. 

We made it possible for around 260 thou-
sand Syrian brothers and sisters to return 
to their homeland thanks to the operati-
ons we conducted where our soldiers fell 
martyr. As in the recent Idlib crisis, we 
engaged in intense diplomatic efforts to 
prevent even a single civilian from being 
hurt. We now begin to reap the fruits of 
our efforts. Syrian children are now able 
to attend school without any fear in areas 
that were once under the occupation of ter-
rorists. God willing, we will continue to ex-
pand the safe zones in Syria, including in 
the east of the Euphrates. We will not stop 
until the terrorist threat against our co-
untry is eliminated and gangs threatening 
the future of Syria are eradicated.

Likewise, we will not allow Jerusalem, our 
first Qibla, to fall prey to the ambition of 
the occupiers and those exercising state 
terrorism on Palestinians. We will fight 
against the harassment by the Israeli and 
American administrations that trample on 
the dignity and honor of Jerusalem. We 
will make every effort for the implementa-
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tion of the decisions taken by the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation at the Extraor-
dinary Summit held in Istanbul.

Lack of unity undermines the  
power of the Islamic world 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I believe that we must draw lessons from 
recent events and consider them as a 
wake-up call. The main reason why Mus-
lim countries have limited influence on 
global issues is their failure to stand uni-
ted. Allah says in the Quran, “wa-’tasimu 
bi- abli llahi jami’an wa-la tafarraqu”. Al-
lah says “Hold fast, all of you together, to 
the rope of Allah, to his Quran, be not divi-
ded among yourselves”. And, he adds, “If 
you get divided, you will fall weak”. Un-
fortunately, the Islamic world has fallen 
weak because of this very reason. Things 
would have been very different had we 
stood united in solidarity and in a manner 
befitting our brotherhood. 

Muslims must be like the “organs of the 
same body” or “bricks in the same wall” as 
our beloved Prophet (pbuh) and the Quran 
state. However, the Muslim world is yet to 
reach such unity. We fail to achieve consen-
sus on issues concerning our own religion 
and future, let alone global issues. To put 
it bluntly, the reason why the Palestinian 
issue has not been resolved for many years 
has more to do with the lack of unity in the 
Muslim world than Israel’s disregard for 
law. The current divisions among Muslims 

also allowed some blood-thirsty Buddhists 
to brutally massacre our brothers and sis-
ters in Arakan before the cameras. Lack of 
foresight on the part of leading countries 
in the Islamic world paved the way for the 
persecution going on in Syria for the last 
seven years.

We recognize the ineptitude of organiza-
tions such as the United Nations Security 
Council, which are supposed to be the gua-
rantors of global peace and stability, in the 
failure to resolve the deadlock on such is-
sues. We know that these organizations, by 
default, often serve to protect the interests 
of certain powers rather than global pea-
ce. However, we must admit that we are to 
blame as well because we let others solve 
our own problems. As Muslims, we cannot 
expect other states to make constructive 
contributions in matters for which we take 
no responsibility. Moreover, the blame lies 
entirely on our shoulders if we seek help 
from countries that have designs on our 
region. Trying to put the blame on others 
is nothing but a waste of time. Therefore, 
we shouldn’t look too far for a remedy; we 
must provide our own remedy. Instead of 
blaming others, we must find the coura-
ge and wisdom to face our own mistakes. 
Only then may we learn from our mistakes 
and prevent history from repeating itself.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In the Holy Quran, Allah says, “Hold fast, 
all of you together, to the rope of Allah, be 
not divided among yourselves”. We must 
obey this divine command. Only when we 
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obey the command “All believers are brot-
hers and sisters”, can we achieve good re-
sults. To do so, we need to maintain our 
brotherhood. We must protect our solida-
rity regardless of color, race or nationality. 

Unity starts with us and our individual ef-
forts. We need to ensure brotherhood, soli-
darity and unity before others. The way to 
do this is to love and tolerate one another 
for Allah’s sake. We have to learn to treat 
our brothers and sisters with humility, not 
arrogance; we must learn to tolerate their 
mistakes and forgive when necessary. Lo-
ving one another with our shortcomings is 
the only way for us to find salvation. 

We must interpret sectarian and ethnic 
differences as a symbol of diversity in the 
ummah instead of a reason for conflict or 
competition. We must seek ways to be uni-
ted based on the shared values of huma-
nity without excluding people from other 
religions. Being Muslim requires us to don 
the teachings and values in the Quran and 
Sunnah at all times. As the ummah of a 
Prophet known as “Mohammed-ul Amin”, 
“the Trustworthy Muhammad”, even be-

fore he received the divine revelations, we 
are obliged to set a good example to other 
people through our way of living, demea-
nor, kindness and honesty.

We must seek ways to gather strength in 
politics in particular. Politics is the most ef-
fective way to convey our demands, expec-
tations and concerns to decision-makers. 
No matter how large, no group can achieve 
their goals without political means. In this 
respect, I am delighted to see the growing 
interest among Muslim Americans in poli-
tics and the upcoming elections. God wil-
ling, I believe that we will see many of our 
brothers and sisters in office and as decisi-
on-makers following the elections. I would 
like to say that Turkey is ready to share its 
experience in this regard.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
convey my sincere greetings and wish you 
every success in your deliberations. 

May Allah protect our unity and solidarity. 
May Allah bless you all.

All the best.

Our Call For “The World İs 
Bigger Than 5” Is The Voice

Of The Collective Conscience
Of Humanity

73rd Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations
New York, USA | September 25, 2018

Your Excellency the President, Honorable 
Secretary General, Distinguished Heads of 
State and Government, Esteemed Delegates, 

I greet you with respect on behalf of myself 
and my country. I would like to thank Mr. 

Lajcak for the successful work he conducted 
last year as the President of the 73rd General 
Assembly of the United Nations. I would also 
like to congratulate Madam Espinosa who 
took over the Presidency of the General 
Assembly. I hope that this year’s General 
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Assembly will be beneficial for all peoples 
of the world.

Esteemed Delegates,

We hold this meeting on the 100th an-
niversary of the end of World War I. The 
League of Nations, which was established 
after the war, was replaced by the United 
Nations in the aftermath of World War II. 
There is no doubt that the United Nations 
undertook significant efforts that deserve 
praise and achieved great success in the 
last 73 years. However, it is also a fact that, 
over time, the United Nations fell short of 
meeting expectations for peace and pros-
perity. The Security Council in particular 
seems only to serve the interests of its five 
permanent members who wield their veto 
power and merely watches like a bystander 
the suffering in other parts of the world. 

The massacres in Bosnia, Rwanda, Soma-
lia, recently in Myanmar and the ongoing 
massacre in Palestine have all been com-
mitted before the very eyes of the United 
Nations Security Council. Efforts to redu-
ce the aid provided to the Palestinians and 
lack of action against the oppression they 
face all but encourage the oppressors. Ho-
wever, even if the whole world turns its 
back, Turkey will continue to side with the 
oppressed people of Palestine and stand up 
for the historical and legal status of Jerusa-
lem, our first Qibla. 

Unfortunately, events such as ethnic clean-
sing and mass killings that none of us wish 
to face rear their ugly heads in many parts 

of the world. Likewise, there is a general 
sense of dissatisfaction with the work car-
ried out under this great roof in areas such 
as health, education, food and culture. We 
do not wish to see such a critical organiza-
tion earn a reputation for constant failure. 
That is why we take every opportunity to 
reiterate that the United Nations needs 
extensive reform with respect to its orga-
nization and functioning, starting with 
the Security Council. We believe that our 
call for “The world is bigger than 5” is the 
voice of the collective conscience of hu-
manity. Things have changed significantly 
since the end of World War II. There are 
representatives from 194 countries in this 
house. Why shouldn’t all 194 countries be 
represented at the United Nations Security 
Council?

Limiting United Nations reform solely to 
budgetary matters will neither contribute 
to the solution of the real issues nor satisfy 
anyone. I consider this organization to be 
fundamental for the future of our world. 
However, the United Nations must enhan-
ce its effectiveness in areas such as secu-
rity, development and social equality.  

Only justice can ensure world  
order and save the world

Esteemed Delegates, 

Turkey believes that the United Nations 
can do a lot of good around the world as 
well as in our region. We believe that only 
justice can ensure world order and save the 

world by making it a better place. In our 
civilization, “circle of justice” is a key con-
cept that represents the smooth and balan-
ced functioning of the relations between 
society, laws, state administration, state po-
wer, economy and justice. These elements 
of the circle which are all interrelated have 
been crushed into pieces in many parts of 
the world today. This is the reason why the 
world suffers in the grip of political, social 
and economic instability today. 

To achieve peace and security for all, we 
must ensure that humanity’s search for 
justice results in its manifestation. There is 
a problem if the wealth of the 62 richest pe-
ople in the world equals the wealth of half 
of the world’s population which is approxi-
mately 3.6 billion people. There is a prob-
lem if 821 million people around the globe 
go to bed hungry most nights while 672 
million people are diagnosed with obesity. 
There is a problem if 258 million people 
around the world leave their homes in se-
arch of better conditions and some 68 mil-
lion are forcefully displaced. There is also 
a problem if an African baby is nine times 
more likely to die within the first months 
of life than a baby born in this city. 

Rumi who shines like a light from the cent-
ral Anatolian city of Konya and enlightens 
millions of souls around the globe defines 
justice as “putting things in their right 
place”, that is, giving someone their due. 
Let us put everything in its right place in 
the world and transform the United Nati-
ons into an organization that represents 
mankind’s expectation for justice and 

enforces them. Let us establish a global 
system that will shield the oppressed, lend 
a helping hand to the hungry and unshelte-
red, and instill hope in future generations. 
Only then will the statements, observati-
ons and proposals voiced on this podium 
will mean something. According to Rumi, 
oppressors are those who fail their due. We 
must dedicate ourselves more fully to our 
duties in order to make the United Nations 
a source of justice rather than oppression. 

Esteemed Delegates, 

Turkey conducts its global humanitarian 
diplomacy to ensure more justice in the 
world. We currently host more than 4 mil-
lion refugees, including 3.5 million from 
Syria, and provide them with services un-
matched anywhere else in the world. The 
amount we spent so far for Syrian refugees 
alone has reached 32 billion dollars. Furt-
hermore, we are delivering all kinds of 
humanitarian aid to millions of people in 
Jarabulus, al-Rai and Afrin which we previ-
ously secured as well as in the de-escalation 
zone in Idlib, Syria. 

More than 600 thousand Syrian students 
attend school in our country. Like our citi-
zens, refugees in our country have access 
to all public healthcare and pharmacy ser-
vices free of charge without any discrimi-
nation. We meet all needs of the refugees 
staying in camps. However, external finan-
cial support we received so far consists 
of 600 million dollars from international 
organizations and 1.7 billion dollars from 
the European Union. Since the European 
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Union’s financial commitment which is 
divided into two equal tranches of three 
billion euros is conditional upon projects, 
it cannot be used effectively enough. Ho-
wever, we continue to provide services to 
refugees every day without interruption 
and without making them conditional on 
any project. We expect more generous and 
flexible financial support to be provided to 
Turkey in light of the fact that Turkey has 
prevented a large influx of refugees to the 
rest of the world, and to Europe in parti-
cular, with the services it has provided to 
refugees. 

Moreover, Turkey provides humanitarian 
aid in all corners of the world in addition 
to the aid it provides to refugees within 
and beyond its borders. As of this year, 
Turkey ranks sixth in the world in terms 
of total development aid and first in huma-
nitarian aid. That Turkey is among the top 
donors of humanitarian and development 
aid despite being the 17th largest economy 
in the world shows the great importance 
we attach to this issue.  

We aim to root out all terrorists 
in Syria, starting with Manbij

Esteemed Delegates,

As reflected in the General Assembly’s 
theme for this year, the world needs global 
leadership and responsibility-sharing 
more than ever to ensure peace, justice 
and sustainability in societies. Turkey has 
made substantial efforts in this direction 

under the roof of the United Nations. The 
Mediation for Peace Initiative, which we 
launched in 2010 with Finland, has been 
supported by the Friends of Mediation 
Group with 56 members. We have also taken 
significant steps on this subject within the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation where 
Turkey is currently serving as president. 
The Alliance of Civilizations Initiative 
which we launched with Spain is a United 
Nations Initiative with the participation of 
146 member states. 

We are currently implementing a 
development program to help Somalia, 
which is fighting famine, get back on its 
feet. I believe that this program will set 
an example for the rest of the world. We 
mobilized our means and efforts to help 
millions of people who are oppressed miles 
away from our country in Arakan. We made 
sincere efforts to solve the Gulf crisis. We 
are encouraging all parties in Iraq to work 
towards a common future for the country. 
In addition, we work to curb rising racism, 
xenophobia and Islamophobia in various 
parts of the world and, in particular, in 
Europe. 

We actively follow developments in Syria 
where various countries export the radical 
groups within their own borders. We are 
working for peace in Syria by engaging in 
the Geneva and Astana processes as well as 
by creating safe zones on the ground. We 
cleared Daesh from Jarabulus and al-Rai 
and PKK/PYD/YPG terrorist organizations 
from Afrin. In other words, we transformed 
an area covering four thousand square 

kilometers into a safe and peaceful zone 
for millions of Syrians. 

The Sochi Agreement we signed with Russia 
recently prevented the regime’s bloody 
assaults targeting the de-escalation zone in 
the Idlib province which has a population 
of 3.5 million civilians. We believe that 
preventing a repetition of the Aleppo, 
Hama, Homs, Daraa and Eastern Ghouta 
massacres in Idlib will make it possible 
to ensure peace and a political solution in 
Syria. Our aim is to clear Syrian territory 
all the way from Manbij to the Iraqi border 
from terrorists. I invite all parties to adopt a 
constructive approach and support efforts 
for a fair and sustainable political solution 
in Syria. 

We would like to see a principled stance 
against terrorist organizations. Those who 
equip terrorists with tens of thousands of 
truckloads and thousands of planeloads 
of arms and ammunition to serve their 
tactical interests will most definitely suffer 
from the consequences of their actions in 
the future. Safety and prosperity cannot 
be guaranteed by supporting terrorist 
organizations and closing borders on 
refugees while putting the entire burden 
on the shoulders of a few countries like 
Turkey. On the contrary, the issues that 
remain unaddressed in such a manner 
are bound to escalate to such extent that 
current measures will fail to overcome 
them. Therefore, let us work more 
sincerely and constructively to provide 
solutions for current dispute areas such 
as Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Libya, Afghanistan 

and Ukraine as well as potential dispute 
areas in the Balkans, Caucasus, North 
Africa, Central Africa, the Gulf and Eastern 
Mediterranean. 

We must all remember that peace and 
prosperity around the globe is necessary 
for us all to feel safe within our borders. 

Esteemed Delegates, 

Armed conflict is not the only source of 
power for terrorist organizations. Some 
of them use more complex, covert and 
deceptive methods. FETO which attempted 
a coup d’état on the night of July 15, 2016, 
where 251 citizens were martyred and 
two thousand 193 were wounded, is a 
terrorist organization employing such 
methods. This organization conducts 
its activities under the guise of non-
governmental organizations or businesses 
and hides behind glittering concepts such 
as education, charity and dialogue. This 
terrorist organization, which used such 
deceptive methods to establish itself and 
expand its reach in our country for 40 
years, showed its true colors once it had 
sufficient power. It initiated consecutive 
coup attempts first through its operatives 
within law enforcement and the judiciary, 
and then by infiltrating our armed forces. 
This organization attempted to use the 
economic and bureaucratic power it 
harnessed over time to take control of 
politics, society and the state.
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FETO receives 763 million 
dollars a year through its charter 
schools in the United States

We eliminated majority of FETO elements 
in our country with the support of 
our nation, thanks to our determined 
efforts over the last five years. Now we 
see that this terrorist organization is 
carrying out similar activities around the 
world. Countries who paid attention to 
Turkey’s warnings and learned from its 
experiences are one by one deciphering the 
machinations of this terrorist organization 
and expelling it from their lands. However, 
it appears that many countries including 
the United States and European countries 
are not yet aware of the true danger. For 
instance, in 27 US states, the FETO terrorist 
organization receives 763 million dollars 
from the budget through its charter schools 
alone. This is how they get their resources. 
This figure does not include the income 
earned from FETO-affiliated businesses 
involved in all sorts of money laundering 
or other organizations disguised as non-
governmental organizations but who 
actually have hidden agendas. I invite all 
countries of the world to be careful and 
take action against the FETO terrorist 
organization. We must show the same 
kind of solidarity against this insidious 
organization as we do against armed 
terrorist organizations and bloody-handed 
regimes. In this context, we are ready to 
share our experience and the information 
we have with every country that wishes to 
cooperate. 

Esteemed Delegates, 

Throughout history, trade wars have done 
nothing but harm to humanity. Today, we 
are already on the verge of and, truth be 
told, in an era of trade wars. None of us 
can remain silent vis-à-vis the arbitrary 
cancellation of trade agreements, rising 
popularity of protectionist policies 
and the use of economic sanctions as a 
weapon. These twisted developments 
will eventually have damaging effects 
on each country. We must work together 
to prevent the world trade order from 
being damaged as a result of unilateral 
decisions. Nobody wants to face a new 
global economic breakdown at a time 
when we need to join our forces to achieve 
the United Nations 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals. It is easy to wreak 
chaos, but difficult to maintain order. 
Today, some countries insist on trying 
to wreak chaos. There is no greater 
danger than a world order where mercy, 
conscience, justice, equality and hope 
cease to exist. Unfortunately, this is 
exactly the type of danger we face today. 

Turkey has always been in favor of free 
trade and free movement of persons. Any 
setback on either of these two issues will 
have dire consequences. It is even more 
upsetting to watch setbacks on these 
issues supported by threats, force and 
with a complete disregard for the history 
of bilateral relations. We prefer solving 
our problems through constructive 
dialogue on equal terms. 
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We expect everyone to act responsibly 
in economic relations as in all other 
areas. We have effective, harmonious 
and constructive cooperation with our 
counterparts at international platforms 
such as the World Trade Organization, 
the G-20, the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation and the Customs Union 
which we have established with the 
European Union. We always reiterate 
that we are in favor of working with our 
counterparts with a win-win approach. 
We consider it unfair when our sincere 
efforts are challenged by allegations and 
pressure against us. We believe that we can 
join forces with countries and institutions 
who share our perspective and overcome 
the political and economic chaos that 
others are trying to create. We expect your 
support in this respect. 

I would like to touch upon two points before 
I conclude my remarks. First, we believe 
that an organization should be established 
under the auspices of the United Nations 
for young people who are our future. We 

propose establishing a United Nations 
Youth Organization as soon as possible and 
suggest Istanbul, one of the most important 
cities in world history, as its headquarters. 
We can allocate the premises of a youth 
center that is already under construction 
in Istanbul to this organization. 

Secondly, 2019 was announced as the 
International Year of Older Persons at the 
World Aging Summit held in our country 
in 2005. In this context, the United Nations 
Agency for Older Persons is set to be 
established in our country. We would like 
to invite you to the 3rd World Assembly on 
Ageing, which will take place in Istanbul 
on December 10. 

I wish success to the 73rd Session of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations. 
I would like to greet all countries and 
peoples represented in this common house 
of humanity with respect and affection on 
behalf of myself and my nation. 

All the best.

We Must Protect Our Countries 
From Exchange Rate And 

Foreign Currency Pressures

Turkey-Africa Economy and Business Forum
Istanbul | October 10, 2018

Mr. President, Honorable Prime Minister, 
Distinguished Ministers, Distinguished Gu-
ests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you with my warmest regards. It is a 
great pleasure to host you in my country on 
the occasion of the Turkey-Africa Economy 
and Business Forum. I would like to welcome 
our distinguished guests from across the Af-

rican continent. I would like to thank the Mi-
nistry of Commerce, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and other institutions for organizing 
this important event. I hope that the Turkey-
Africa Economy and Business Forum will 
contribute to the growth of trade relations, 
investments and solidarity between our co-
untries. I would also like to congratulate the 
companies who will receive awards today.
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Distinguished Guests,

Turkey attaches great importance to our 
cooperation with the African continent. 
During my time as Prime Minister, we 
announced 2005 as the Year of Africa. Since 
then, we have picked up the pace. We hope 
to advance our relations in all areas on the 
basis of an equal partnership and a win-
win approach based on mutual respect. 
Since taking office, we remained true to this 
understanding and strived to strengthen 
our cooperation with the entire African 
continent. 

We reaped the fruits of our efforts in many 
areas since we initiated our Africa Outreach 
Policy in 2003. I visited 21 African countries 
as President alone. We placed importance 
on including business people and investors 
in our delegations during my visits. In the 
same period, we hosted heads of state and 
government from 16 African countries. We 
organized two Turkish-Africa Partnership 
Summits, the first one in Istanbul in 2008 
and the second in Malabo in 2014. We plan 
to organize the third summit in Istanbul in 
2019.

We hosted the Fourth United Nations 
Conference on the Least Developed 
Countries which is of great importance 
for our brothers and sisters in the 
African continent. The 12th Session 
of the Conference of the Parties to the 
United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification and the first-ever World 
Humanitarian Summit were also held in 
our country. We organized meetings in 

many areas including agriculture, health, 
trade and manufacturing prior to and after 
these summits. When threats from terrorist 
organizations such as Daesh, Al-Shabaab 
and Boko Haram continued to grow, we 
hosted summits and meetings in our 
country with the participation of our friends 
from different faiths and diverse ethnic and 
cultural backgrounds. We increased the 
number of our diplomatic missions, signed 
military cooperation agreements, allocated 
scholarships to students, enhanced 
our activities in tourism and provided 
development aid in order to deepen our 
cooperation in a wide range of areas.

The value of our country’s 
investments in Africa is more 
than 6.2 billion dollars

While Turkey’s outreach was visible only in 
some regions and with respect to a limited 
number of areas until 10-15 years ago, 
we now have the 6th largest diplomatic 
network in the world. As part of these 
efforts, we increased the number of our 
embassies on the continent from 12 to 
41 since I took office. We established our 
biggest diplomatic mission in the world 
in Somalia in Africa. In addition to our 
embassies, we expanded our presence on 
the continent through various institutions 
such as TİKA, Yunus Emre Institute, the 
Maarif Foundation, Anadolu Agency and 
Turkish Airlines. We had 12 counsellors 
in 11 African countries; now we have 37 
counsellors in 26 countries. For instance, 
TİKA conducts development aid activities 

across the continent with 21 coordination 
offices. We provide support in terms of 
capacity building, infrastructure and job 
creation to ensure that young people and 
women in particular have a hopeful outlook 
on life.

Thanks to Türkiye Scholarships, there are 
now five thousand students from more 
than 50 African countries studying in 
undergraduate and graduate programs in 
Turkey. The Maarif Foundation, Yunus Emre 
Institute, Turkish Red Crescent and AFAD, 
the Disaster and Emergency Management 
Authority, are active in various regions 
across the continent. Our non-governmental 
organizations work very hard, sometimes 
in very difficult circumstances, to provide 
solutions to the problems of our brothers 
and sisters on the continent.

The value of our country’s direct investments 
in Africa is more than 6.2 billion dollars. 
Turkish contractors have undertaken one 
thousand 150 projects worth 65 billion 
dollars across the continent. Turkish 
Eximbank provides commercial funds and 
affordable loans for infrastructure projects 
in Africa. We concluded Trade and Economic 
Cooperation Agreements with 46 African 
countries so far and established Joint 
Economic Commission mechanisms. We 
also concluded Agreements on Reciprocal 
Promotion and Protection of Investments 
with 28 countries, Free Trade Agreements 
with 5 countries, and Agreements on the 
Prevention of Double Taxation with 12 
countries.  A large part of these agreements 
are now in force.

In addition, Business Councils were 
established with 43 African countries 
under the auspices of the Foreign Economic 
Relations Board.  Turkey’s trade volume 
with Africa increased from 3.7 billion 
dollars in 2003 to 20.6 billion dollars in 
2017. Our trade volume with sub-Saharan 
African countries, which was 1.17 billion 
dollars in 2003, reached 7.1 billion dollars 
in 2017. We provide support in terms of 
capacity building, infrastructure and job 
creation on the continent to ensure that 
young people and women in particular have 
a hopeful outlook on life. The projects we 
have implemented in Somalia since 2011 
are an important example demonstrating 
our approach to the African continent. 

Dear Friends,

The heartfelt support of our African 
brothers and sisters to our country’s efforts 
is the most rewarding part of this process. 
Turkey’s Africa Outreach has had a serious 
influence across the continent and attracted 
a great deal of attention. The friendly 
hand we extended has never been left 
unreciprocated by African countries. As we 
strengthened our diplomatic presence on 
the continent, African countries increased 
the number of their diplomatic missions in 
Turkey from 10 to 33. Our African friends 
have always supported us on international 
platforms such as the United Nations and 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
in our righteous struggle to ensure global 
peace and justice. For instance, Turkey and 
African countries were the first to react to 
the escalation of harassments, attacks and 
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violations against Jerusalem by the Israeli 
administration. And for that, I thank you. 
African countries stood up for the people 
of Palestine and the Palestinian cause while 
others who miss no opportunity to issue a 
democracy and human rights score card to 
Turkey and criticize our country even on 
the flimsiest of excuses remained silent in 
the face of the murders committed by Israel 
in front of the cameras.

The burden of war andmigration 
lies on the shoulders of 
underdeveloped and developing 
countries

I was in Hungary yesterday. Our Hungarian 
friends made an offer about the Hungarian 
Eximbank and the Turkish Eximbank 
making joint investments in Africa. We said 
that we could make joint investments. God 
willing, Turkey and Hungary will make 
joint investments in Africa in the upcoming 
period. 

Regional platforms such as the African 
Union show great effort to maintain 
democracy, stability and security across the 
continent. While many countries welcomed 
the putschists with open arms, the African 
Union has always sided with democracy and 
law. The African Union played a leading role 
in the change of power through democratic 
means in West Africa. Our African 
brothers and sisters have taken a similar 
humanitarian and moral position on the 
issue of irregular migration. While wealthy 
Western countries condemn the refugees 

that seek refuge on their door step to death, 
hunger and poverty, many African countries 
with almost no means host millions of 
refugees. Contrary to popular belief, it is the 
least developed and developing countries 
that bear the burden of wars, conflict and 
migration in the world, not the Western 
countries. Just like the Turkish nation who 
welcomed 3.5 million Syrians in the last 
seven years, African nations have shown 
the world that sharing is a matter of faith, 
empathy and heart rather than wealth and 
resources.

Distinguished Guests,

Today, borders and distances are 
increasingly insignificant. Like a “vortex”, 
this process sucks in all countries and 
nations. In one way or another, we are 
all socially, culturally and individually 
influenced by globalization in all aspects 
of our lives, be it positively or negatively. 
Globalization brings along standardization. 
However, some Western countries 
interpret the concept of globalization as 
“uniformization”. We observe that a single 
formula, a single growth-development 
model, a single government system and, at 
times, even a single cuisine, outfit and sense 
of beauty are imposed on other countries. 
Local differences and regional dynamics 
are usually disregarded. The unique 
sensitivities, values, and historical and 
cultural characteristics that are peculiar to 
each society are undervalued. In fact, these 
differences are at times seen as threats or 
hurdles to be eliminated. According to this 
understanding, the only way to achieve 

economic growth is to borrow loans by 
compromising your sovereignty and 
accepting the conditions attached to these 
loans. If you want to save your nation from 
the burden of inflation, there are one-size-
fits-all formulas that you need to apply. This 
means that you always come up against 
the same templates and limitations when 
you try to boost employment, strengthen 
your industry, and use your own resources 
in agriculture, trade, tourism, energy and 
mining.

When it comes to strategic industries like 
defense, pharmaceutical, space technology 
and information technologies, they never 
want you to shift from being a consumer to 
a producer. They certainly do not approve 
of your efforts to process and sell your 
own underground resources in a way that 
will create added value. Now that we have 
African countries here, let me ask all of 
you: what happened to the gold, diamond, 
platinum and chrome reserves in Africa? 
I wonder who took these resources to the 
West. Wasn’t this the reason why they came 
to Africa in the first place? Westerners still 
have the same mentality. They never said, 
“We profit, let our African friends profit, 
too.” They never want you to reduce your 
energy costs by building nuclear power 
plants, which is a technology that they have 
been using for years themselves. In terms of 
social and political issues, they require you 
to adhere to a uniform definition of human 
rights, freedom and democracy.  

Let us implement the win-win 
principle in our countries

According to them, the only way to take part 
in the global system is to unconditionally 
accept the current order where the fate 
of the whole world is under the heel of 5 
countries. They do not like it when you 
point out the failings of organizations that 
are responsible for ending persecution and 
ensuring justice, security and stability. In 
this context, many countries face pressures 
and impositions. African countries in 
particular are subjected to an undeservedly 
poor treatment. As in Rwanda, Somalia and 
the Central African Republic, our African 
brothers and sisters are left to pay the 
heavy and brutal price of the problems that 
stem from this system. In the face of these 
hardships, our brothers and sisters in these 
countries are prevented from exercising 
their right to determine their own fate and 
future.

The same holds true for underground 
resources. There are significant injustices 
with respect to the utilization of agricultural 
lands and underground resources. We need 
to fix this together. Let us join forces and 
implement the win-win principle in our 
countries. Let us manufacture together. Many 
countries are prevented from abandoning 
the skewed practices of the colonial period. 
This clearly amounts to neo-colonialism; this 
is nothing but a modernized implementation 
of the old colonial order.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The history of Turkey and many African 
countries represented here today is full 
of objections raised against this order 
of persecution and oppression. Turkish 
and African peoples do not owe their 
independence to the benevolence of any 
superior power but to the blood and sweat of 
their sons and ancestors. We all paid a heavy 
price to be here today and we never allowed 
shameful bargains. Our independence was 
not handed to us on a silver platter; on the 
contrary, we fought tooth and nail for it. We 
gained our independence by defeating so-
called undefeatable powers and by crowning 
many a struggle with victory though they 
were deemed impossible by many.

We fought for political independence then, 
and we fight for economic independence 
now. We achieved successful results in the 
defense industry. We reduced the external 
dependency of our defense industry by 
half from 80 percent 15 years ago. We now 
produce modern weapons such as Armed 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. We are putting 
into use various resources such as nuclear 
power plants in order to reduce our energy 
dependency. We do not only focus on selling 
what we produce, but we also aim to enhance 
the diversity of our markets through long-
term partnerships. 

We want to protect our country and trade 
activities against the risks from volatile 
exchange rates. We strive to use national 
currencies in promoting trade. We must 
protect our countries from exchange rate 
and foreign currency pressures. We have to 
take action in this regard.

Following the speculative attacks against us 
in recent weeks, this issue is now a priority 
on our agenda. We also made some progress 
in the negotiations we have been conducting 
for some time now with countries such as 
Russia, China and Iran. I believe that there 
will be important gains in this process. We 
are ready to use national currencies in order 
to boost trade relations not only with our 
main trading partners, but with all other 
countries, including our African friends. 
The priority here is to change our mentality. 
The first step is to believe that there are 
alternative ways. As Nelson Mandela, the 
“Madiba” of Africa, said, “It is our light, not 
our darkness that most frightens us.”

In this context, Turkey is open to all kinds 
of cooperation with a win-win approach in 
line with our bilateral interests. I believe 
that you will also work hard to deepen your 
cooperation with our country and find new 
horizons in our cooperation. 

As I conclude my remarks, I express my 
hope that the Turkey-Africa Economy and 
Business Forum will be a turning point for 
our long-term cooperation. I would like to 
thank you in advance for your contributions, 
ideas and efforts. I hope that the Forum 
will be beneficial for our countries and our 
business community. 

I kindly recommend that you visit this 
beautiful city in your free time. I convey my 
most sincere greetings and regards.

All the best.

Turkstream
Is A Historic Project

TurkStream Natural Gas Pipeline Ceremony
Istanbul | November 19, 2018

Distinguished President and My Esteemed 
Friend Putin, Distinguished Guests, Ladies 
and Gentlemen,

I greet you with respect. I would like to wel-
come my esteemed friend, the President of 
the Russian Federation Mr. Putin and his 
delegation to our country. It is a great plea-
sure to host you in our country. 

We are here today to witness yet another 
highly significant step in our energy coo-
peration which, in my opinion, symbolizes 
the comprehensive nature of Turkish-Rus-
sian relations. It fills us with joy that the 
offshore section of the TurkStream natural 
gas pipeline, running through the Black 
Sea, has been completed and the pipeli-
ne has reached our territory. We are now 
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in the final phases of this historic project 
which we initiated in 2014 and implemen-
ted with an intergovernmental agreement 
signed in 2016. 

We worked hard with our Russian friends 
for TurkStream which is a historic project 
in the context of our bilateral relations and 
the energy geopolitics in our region. The 
TurkStream Project consists of three sec-
tions, namely the land section in Russia, 
the offshore section, and the land section 
in Turkey. It will be ready to use once the 
tests are concluded in 2019. The offshore 
section of TurkStream has just been comp-
leted and consists of two 930-kilometer 
long pipelines laid in parallel at depths ex-
ceeding two kilometers. The construction 
of the reception terminal in Kıyıköy where 
the pipeline reaches land is moving ahead 
rapidly.

Projected to transport 31.5 billion cubic 
meters of natural gas annually, TurkStre-
am Project offers many advantages not 
only to our country and nation, but also to 
our neighbors and the environment. We 
plan to transfer at least half of the natural 
gas we receive to Europe. The critical pro-
duction and export centers in our country 
such as Istanbul, Bursa, Kocaeli and İzmir 
will have a new supply line. Thus, Turkey 
will be able to meet its domestic demand 
for natural gas while meeting the demand 
of European countries without experien-
cing transit risks. I believe that together 
with our Russian friends, we have raised 
the bar in the industry by implementing a 
technically challenging project on the hig-

hest reliability, safety and sustainability 
standards.

Dear Friends,

The importance of natural gas and supply 
security in the global energy markets is inc-
reasing. The economic feasibility of energy 
projects is the most crucial point here. 
Each country’s decision with respect to the 
origin and supply route of its natural gas 
must be respected. Pressures that violate 
a country’s sovereign rights and prevent it 
from serving its own citizens will benefit 
no one. For us, the Russian Federation is a 
reliable friend with whom we can establish 
long-term cooperation, and an important 
natural gas supplier in projects such as this 
one.

We never allowed pressure 
from other countries to define 
the framework of our bilateral 
relations with Russia 

Turkey has bought a total of 387 billion 
cubic meters of natural gas from Russia 
since 1987. This is a very significant 
amount. This figure also shows that our 
relations in the field of energy, as in 
other areas, have withstood challenges. 
Reinforced after long years of cooperation 
and many a challenge, the Turkish-Russian 
friendship leads to outcomes that benefit 
both sides. We never allowed pressure from 
other countries to define the framework 
of our bilateral relations with Russia. 
We always worked towards establishing 
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long-term cooperation with Russia. We 
worked with our Russian friends to ensure 
fairness, justice, peace and stability both in 
our region and worldwide. Our common 
position greatly contributed to alleviating 
the humanitarian crisis caused by conflicts, 
particularly in neighboring Syria.

Distinguished Guests,

Our cooperation with the Russian 
Federation is ongoing in a wide range of 
areas. In addition to TurkStream, we are 
jointly launching the Akkuyu Nuclear 
Power Plant Project where we broke 
ground in early April. We are developing 
our bilateral trade by taking advantage of 
the fact that our economies complement 
each other. We achieved a 30 percent 
increase in our trade volume last year. 
Our goal is to reach a trade volume of 100 
billion dollars. 

The bilateral investments of Turkey and 
Russia have a value of more than 10 billion 
dollars on each side, excluding the Akkuyu 
Project. We broke a new record this year 
in tourism by hosting 5.1 million Russian 
tourists in the first nine months. Both 
countries will celebrate 2019 as the year of 
culture and tourism. The events to be held 
next year will allow the two nations to get 
to know each other better.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
thank everyone who contributed to the 
rapid implementation of the TurkStream 
Project. I believe that our solidarity with 
President Putin and the Russian people 
will be the harbinger of much bigger 
projects and good news for our countries. 
I salute you with my deepest regards. 
All the best.

We Must Solve Our
Own Problems İnstead
Of Looking To Others

For Solutions

34th COMCEC Meeting | Istanbul | November 28, 2018

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim
Distinguished Ministers, Distinguished 
Secretary General, Dear Brothers and Sis-
ters,
Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa ba-
rakatuh

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Al-
lah be upon you.

I convey my most sincere greetings and re-
gards as I declare open the 34th Ministerial 
Session of the Standing Committee for Eco-
nomic and Commercial Cooperation of the
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Organization of Islamic Cooperation. As 
the President of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation Summit and the Chairman of 
COMCEC, I would like to welcome all our 
guests to our country. I am very happy to 
host you in the beautiful city of Istanbul, 
the cradle of ancient civilizations and 
the pride and joy of humanity. Through 
you, I extend my warmest regards to our 
brothers and sisters around the world and 
to all the oppressed who intently watch 
and listen to us.

We are in the beautiful city of Istanbul, 
praised by our beloved Prophet who 
heralded its conquest. I greet all sister 
cities of Istanbul from Mecca to Medina, 
Sarajevo to Islamabad, Cairo to Kabul. 
Above all, I greet Palestine, the homeland 
of civilization, peace and goodness, and 
our most beloved Al Quds Ash Sharif 
which is sacred for Palestine and the whole 
Islamic world. I extend my greetings to 
the women and young sons and daughters 
of Palestine who sacrificed their lives to 
protect and defend Al Quds, and to the 
Palestinian refugees who have longed for 
their homeland for 70 years. I would like 
to address my brothers and sisters with 
the late Mahmoud Darwish’s magnificent 
verse, which, like an arrow, pierces the 
hearts of the occupiers.

“And I have vowed
To fashion from my eyelashes a kerchief,
And upon it to embroider verses for your 
eyes,
I shall write a phrase more precious than 

honey and kisses:
Palestinian she was
and still is!” 

God willing, Palestine will exist as long as 
there are Muslims and people who defend 
fairness, justice and freedom in the world.

God willing, no oppression or persecution 
will be enough to put out the fire of freedom 
in the hearts of Palestinians. As long as 
all Palestinians, men and women, young 
and old, each a monument of courage and 
sacrifice, uphold their cause, the occupiers 
will never reach their goals.

I pray to Allah the Almighty that the 34th 
Ministerial Meeting of COMCEC will be 
most beneficial for Palestine, our region, 
our countries and humanity in general. 
I pray to Allah that we can implement 
the decisions taken today following our 
consultations. I believe that my dear 
friends representing their countries here 
today also share the same feelings and 
sensitivities.

Muslims are still facing the 
effects of World War I

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Dear Guests,

This year’s COMCEC Ministerial Meeting 
is taking place on the centenary of the 
end of World War I which determined the 
destiny of our region. We still experience 

the trauma of World War I a century later, 
although it was supposed to be “a war to 
end all wars”. Our region experienced one 
of the most devastating and destructive 
effects of that war. The only way for us 
to solve the problems that result directly 
from World War I is to identify and verify 
the root causes of these problems. The 
centenary of the Great War is not merely a 
commemoration for us; we should see it as 
an opportunity for deeper “realization and 
comprehension”. As Muslims, and more 
importantly, as nations whose fates have 
been interwoven in the same geography 
for thousands of years, it is extremely 
important that we do that without feeling 
inferior to anyone. For us, history is not 
merely a series of past events; it is a source 
of power, courage and inspiration as well 
as a record of lessons to be learned. For 
Muslims, every incident in the past, good 
and bad, is part of a series of events that 
must be duly interpreted, analyzed and 
taken into consideration.

That said, history can be unveiled only if we 
keep an open mind and act with sincerity in 
our endeavors. Interpreting history based 
on points of view imposed on us will not 
help us grasp its significance; it will only 
reinforce existing prejudice. Approaching 
our own history with an orientalist 
perspective will serve the efforts of those 
who feed on conflicts among Muslims. 
It is vital that we free ourselves from the 
shackles of stereotypes and prejudice 
before we approach this issue. Today, we 
can see plainly that although the war ended 
a century ago, the devastation it caused in 

our region is yet to be healed. In the human, 
political, economic and social spheres, 
Muslims still face the difficulties that are 
direct consequences of World War I. While 
those who brought war to the Middle East 
and Africa with imperialist ambitions are 
now living in peace and prosperity, we are 
still paying the price of the conflicts and 
tensions they caused a century ago.

Those who once tore our region into 
pieces are now cementing their solidarity 
through various partnerships and unions 
while we are at odds with one another and 
becoming even more divided by the day. 
Let me be clear, the nefarious plans that 
led to the Great War are the root cause of 
many of the crises, tensions, bloodshed 
and tears across our region from Syria to 
Iraq, Yemen to Palestine. If millions are 
starving and have no shelter in Yemen, we 
do not need someone else to blame. Who is 
responsible for all that? It is us, the Muslim 
world. 

Unfortunately, the Palestinians have been 
the greatest victims of these nefarious plans 
designed in Western capitals and executed 
by dark figures such as Lawrence. Millions 
of Palestinian brothers and sisters not only 
lost their land, but were also subjected to 
the world’s gravest injustices. Policies that 
are incompatible with the history of our 
region and its social and human dynamics 
have caused pain and destruction by 
pitting brother against brother not only in 
Palestine but also elsewhere in our region. 
Western countries used World War I to 
export the diseases that gnawed their roots 
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for centuries to the Middle East. While 
they gained security and prosperity in this 
trade off, all we were left with was conflict 
and misery. 

We must not draw new borders 
and build new walls around our 
hearts 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Of course, we cannot rewind history. We 
cannot deny the past and ignore what 
happened. So, what should we do as 
Muslims? On the centenary of the end of 
World War I, we must take a look at history 
and learn some lessons. Our duty is to take 
inspiration from the past and build a much 
brighter future. We should no longer fall 
into the traps set up by those who believe 
that “a drop of oil is more valuable than a 
drop of blood”. We should not build new 
borders and new walls around our hearts 
in this region where borders have been 
drawn in blood. We should no longer fall 
prey to the machinations of those trying to 
highlight our differences in a bid to set us 
against one another.

Racism and sectarianism are among the 
diseases that were injected into our region 
with World War I, after they held Western 
societies captive for years causing great 
destruction and carnage. The bigotry of 
sectarianism in particular is the most serio-
us problem of our day debilitating Muslim 
communities across the world and leaving 
them vulnerable to foreign interventions. 

This is fitna that manifests itself as putting 
one’s personal preferences and practices 
before one’s religion and treating one’s 
sect as a religion; as such, it has no place in 
Islam. Our religion tells us that everyone 
who turns to face the same Qibla and be-
lieves in the same god, the same prophet 
and the same holy scripture are brothers 
and sisters of faith. No one has the right 
or the authority to exploit the boundaries 
of the Islamic brotherhood drawn by Allah 
and our beloved Prophet. The heart of a be-
liever does and should have enough room 
not only for the 1.7 billion in the Muslim 
ummah, but for all humanity. This is what 
our beloved Prophet commands us in his 
Farewell Sermon:

“Hear me well... Your God is one and your 
father is one. Your religion and Prophet 
are also one. You are all children of Adam 
and Adam was created from clay. No one 
has superiority over anyone on the basis of 
their lineage or family. In the presence of 
Allah, the only superiority is by piety. Mus-
lim is a Muslim’s brother. So, all Muslims 
are brothers and sisters. Your blood, your 
lives, your right to live, your property, your 
bodily integrity, your decency, dignity and 
honor are inviolable and worthy of respect 
and protection until the day you will meet 
Allah.”

Indeed, our beloved Prophet showed 
the way to salvation for Muslims and 
for all humanity with his orders and 
recommendations 14 centuries ago. No 
one has the right to remain indifferent to 
these red lines, let alone breach them.

Dear Friends,

No one can stand in the way when our 
hearts beat together. Our problems are not 
insurmountable as long as we maintain our 
brotherhood and act in unity and solidarity. 
We must solve our own problems instead 
of looking to others for solutions. We must 
rely not on others but each other, on our 
brothers and sisters, to seek help to solve 
our issues. There is no point in expecting a 
remedy from those who are the very cause 
of our problems. 

Over the last century, we have indeed seen 
how futile it is to expect help from other 
countries in many incidents and injustices 
that caused us great suffering. Internati-
onal organizations left us disappointed 
when we knocked on their door to find so-
lutions to problems such as civil wars and 
the Palestinian issue. We experienced first-
hand how organizations such as the United 
Nations Security Council which, on paper, 
are responsible for ensuring global peace 
and stability mostly serve to protect the 
interests of its permanent members. Un-
fortunately, we returned empty-handed in 
every crisis when we expected these orga-
nizations and so-called powerful states to 
contribute to regional peace. We witnessed 
how they do not care about the starving 
children in Somalia as much as they care 
about the decreasing number of whales in 
the North Pole. We saw time and again that 
concepts like democracy, human rights and 
freedom are significant so long as they ser-

ve their own interests. We now know very 
well that there are few things they value 
more than money, oil, diamonds and gold.

These bitter experiences, disappointments 
and double standards led Turkey to call on 
the world frequently with the motto “The 
world is bigger than 5.” Our efforts to re-
form the United Nations system rest on 
these reasons. This is also the motivation 
behind our efforts during our presidency 
to render the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation more active and involved in 
world affairs. It is time for us to establish a 
comprehensive policy by taking into acco-
unt the inability of existing international 
organizations and their desperation to find 
solutions to problems. As I always say, we 
have to take matters into our own hands.

We must use national currencies 
in our trade relations

We, not others, must be the ones to solve 
the crisis in Syria by respecting its territori-
al integrity. We must take initiative to end 
the conflicts that condemn thousands of 
children to starvation and death in Yemen. 
We must be the first to condemn the tre-
acherous actions against those praying in 
a mosque in Afghanistan. Whether it be in 
Berlin, Paris, Brussels or Moscow, we must 
be the first to stand against the killing of in-
nocent people, regardless of the identity of 
the terrorists. We must be the first to react 
to the thuggery and state terror imposed 
by those who do not hesitate to massacre 
Palestinian civilians before the eyes of the 
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whole world. We must be the first to de-
fend the rights and fair treatment of Pales-
tinian refugees who have been longing for 
their homeland in camps in Lebanon and 
Jordan for 70 years. We must encourage 
our citizens to visit Al Quds so that we can 
prevent the occupiers from putting out the 
candles of Al Quds. We must be the first to 
raise our voice in the face of the ethnic cle-
ansing against Rohingya Muslims in Ara-
kan whose houses are being burned down. 
We must not sit and watch as they destroy 
the ancient cities of Islamic civilization 
and establish terrorist states in our region 
by using Daesh as an excuse. We must not 
let terrorist organizations such as FETO, 
PKK, Al-Qaeda, Boko Haram and Al Shaba-
ab, which are the offshoots of a bigger pro-
ject, destroy the future of our region. We 
must be the first to take action to prevent 
the deaths of thousands of hopeful African 
immigrants who drown in the rough seas 
of the Mediterranean every year. We must 
be the first to protect Syrian refugees who 
are displaced and subjected to war and 
persecution. As the followers of a religion 
that preaches, “Killing a single human be-
ing is like killing all of humanity,” we must 
be the first to stand against extrajudicial 
executions and brutal murders. We must 
be the first to raise our voice in the face of 
persecution and injustice wherever it may 
take place in the world. We must maintain 
good neighborly relations without paying 
heed to the borders drawn by imperialist 
powers.

We must not let them damage our brother-
hood. We must not allow the shedding of 

blood due to ethnic, cultural and sectarian 
fault lines. In the centenary of World War 
I, we must learn our lessons and act with 
prudence and foresight in order to prevent 
similar suffering and we must disrupt si-
milar designs on our region. Only then can 
we find at least some relief to our pain and 
leave a peaceful and secure future to our 
children.

Dear Guests,

We need to make the best of the platforms 
and tools at hand in order to solve our own 
problems. If we want to get rid of the impe-
rialist shackles cast on our arms, we need 
to use national currencies in our trade re-
lations. As member states of COMCEC, the 
more we invest in each other’s economies 
and increase our trade volume, the stron-
ger we get. I would like to underline the im-
portance we attach to increasing the trade 
volume within the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation to 25 percent. I invite the rele-
vant member states to update their lists of 
concessions and complete other procedu-
res so that the Trade Preferential System of 
the Organization of the Islamic Conference 
can take effect. There is no way out other 
than using our national currencies. Other-
wise, we will continue to be crushed under 
the exchange rates. I invite all member co-
untries to participate in the activities of 
the Islamic Development Bank and its sub-
sidiaries in order to facilitate trade.

As you know, the current administration 
in the United States raised tariffs, which 
increased protectionist tendencies in glo-
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bal trade. It is obvious that trade wars will 
seriously damage global trade, production 
and prosperity. Reducing non-tariff barri-
ers and facilitating customs procedures 
will be the lifeline that will provide a new 
opening in global trade. 

Moreover, we need to urgently modernize 
the infrastructure in our customs, use in-
formation technologies more widely and 
simplify customs procedures further. I 
find it extremely meaningful and approp-
riate that we are addressing the issue of 
“Facilitating Trade: Improving Customs 
Risk Management Systems in the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation Member 
States” in this year’s COMCEC exchange 
of views session. 

We need to speed up our efforts so that 
initiatives such as the Trade Preferential 
System, Gold Exchange, Real Estate Exc-
hange and Istanbul Arbitration Center can 
be put into effect as soon as possible. I wo-
uld like to point out that we expect your 
valuable support in all these matters.

Carrying out the activities of COMCEC in 
a more effective manner requires a strong 
national infrastructure for coordination 
and monitoring. To that end, we establis-
hed the COMCEC National Coordination 
Committee within the Strategy and Budget 
Department of the Presidency of Turkey. I 
hope that this Committee, which will con-
vene at least twice a year, will add a signifi-
cant impetus to our cooperation. We know 
that some of our member states have a na-
tional coordination system for COMCEC 
activities. I invite other member states to 
take measures they deem appropriate for 
the coordination of COMCEC activities at 
the national level.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
state that it is a great pleasure to host you 
in Istanbul. I hope that the 34th COMCEC 
Meeting will be beneficial for our countri-
es. May Allah be with us and help us. Thank 
you very much. May Allah bless you. 
All the best.

Those Who Want To Hang The 
President Of This Country Must 

Be Held Accountable

DEİK Financial General Assembly | Ankara | December 23, 2018

Distinguished President, Distinguished 
Members of the General Assembly, Es-
teemed Representatives of the Business 
Community, Politicians, Members of Civil 
Society and the Media, Ladies and Gent-
lemen, 

I greet you with my deepest regards.

I hope that the 2018 General Assembly 
of the Foreign Economic Relations Board 
will yield positive results for our country, 
nation, economy and democracy. I would 
like to express my gratitude to the busi-
nesspeople who exerted great efforts in 
DEİK since its establishment for the de-
velopment and growth of our country. I 
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would also like to pay tribute to our late 
brothers and sisters who worked for DEİK 
in the past. May Allah have mercy on the-
ir souls. On the occasion of this General 
Assembly, I would like to express my best 
wishes to all participants and businesspe-
ople. May Allah guide your path.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

With a new organization and manage-
ment, DEİK has become the driving force 
of our business community and our ex-
porters in particular, at a time of signifi-
cant changes in the world. I consider the 
five thousand events organized by DEİK 
since January 2016, including business 
forums and council meetings, as a testa-
ment to DEİK’s success. Another testa-
ment to the great achievements of DEİK is 
the fact that 63 of the 100 biggest Turkish 
companies, 28 of the 46 biggest internati-
onal contractors and 21 of the largest 70 
exporters in our country are DEİK mem-
bers. Of course, quality is as important 
as quantity in terms of membership. Like 
many umbrella organizations operating 
in various fields in our country, the most 
significant changes in DEİK had to do 
with its own organization.

Steps taken recently helped DEİK become 
a much more inclusive and comprehensi-
ve organization embracing all colors and 
differences of our country. This structu-
ral transformation further strengthened 
DEİK and made significant contributions 
to its national and international influen-

ce. We need to maintain and build on this 
achievement which is very important not 
only for DEİK, but also for our country. I 
believe that we can raise the bar even hig-
her by making sure that this impetus is 
transferred to the coming year. Your 2019 
motto states “Our mission is to carry our 
force to the world”. To achieve this goal, we 
expect you to carry the economic force of 
our country to the world, starting with ne-
ighboring regions. In addition to its focus 
on execution, DEİK must engage in intellec-
tual efforts that will expand the horizons of 
the business community and set out a road 
map in order to achieve its mission. DEİK 
should prepare reports on strategies concer-
ning foreign economic relations, see to their 
implementation and monitor the outcomes 
closely. We will always continue to support 
you in your efforts towards these goals.

As you know, I paid special attention to 
DEİK’s efforts during my tenure as Prime 
Minister for more than 11 years and I con-
tinue to do so during my Presidency. We 
invited DEİK to all of the countries we vi-
sited from Africa to South America to build 
bridges between the business communities. 
We made serious efforts to solve your prob-
lems and supported our companies, big and 
small. We concerned ourselves with every-
thing from cutting red tape to letters of gua-
rantee, issues with customs processes to the 
problems of our truck drivers. We did all 
that to ensure a more reliable and permis-
sive trade ecosystem for our business com-
munity. We worked hard to raise our export 
volume, increase our investments, and bo-
ost employment, growth and production.

Turkey received 201 billion dol-
lars in foreign direct investment 
in the last 16 years

Our export volume will reach 170 billion 
dollars as of the end of this year, up from 
36 billion dollars in 2002. The number 
of exporting companies increased more 
than two fold from 31 thousand to 71 
thousand. A new regulation that came into 
force made eight thousand 582 exporters 
eligible to receive green passports to ease 
visa requirements for many countries. 
We increased the capital of Eximbank 
from 3 billion liras to 10 billion liras. We 
provided our exporters with more than 2 
billion liras of cash support last year alone. 
While the value of direct investments to 
our country between 1975-2002 was only 
15 billion dollars, we reached a direct 
investment amount of more than 201 
billion dollars in the last 16 years.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Together, we visit different continents and 
countries around the world every year. We 
also host heads of state and government 
on the occasion of official state visits as 
well as during the international meetings 
we host in our country. Most recently, we 
organized a meeting to bring together 
our business community with the 
President of Iran, Hassan Rouhani. We 
are determined, we work hard, and we 
will continue to work hard. These visits 
and contacts show that Turkey now has 
an impressive presence not only with its 

official missions, but also with its business 
community, companies, products and 
non-governmental organizations even in 
countries where Turkey was completely 
unknown until 15-20 years ago. We 
helped our country become visible and 
recognizable all over the world with 
our contracting services, TV series, 
movies, culture and healthcare services. 
Turkish entrepreneurs now conduct 
manufacturing and trade activities that 
provide employment to hundreds of 
thousands of people in regions where we 
had almost no investments when we took 
office in 2002.

Our contractors make us proud with 
their projects in various regions such 
as Africa, Russia, Kazakhstan and the 
Balkans. For instance, you land at an 
airport built by Turkish contractors when 
you fly to Dakar, the capital of Senegal. 
You make use of the electricity generated 
in giant power vessels built in Turkish 
shipyards when you travel to Ghana, 
Gambia, Lebanon or Indonesia. South 
Africans use the refrigerators, washing 
machines, ovens and home appliances 
manufactured by Turkish companies. 
From Pakistan to Kuwait, many countries 
use the ammunition and military vehicles 
developed by the Turkish defense industry 
to ensure their national security.

Praise be to Allah, you see a product with 
the “Made in Turkey” stamp and hear 
the success story of a Turkish company 
on all continents. Today, along with our 
diplomatic missions, Turkish companies 
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and the business community fly the 
Turkish flag in hundreds of countries 
across the globe. Turkey has now earned 
a good reputation in “trade diplomacy” in 
addition to its humanitarian aid activities 
and diplomatic initiatives. Almost every 
statesman we meet refers to the success, 
honesty and dynamism of Turkish 
investors and their commitment to their 
word. Turkish companies undertake 
projects that were left unfinished by 
foreign companies for years and complete 
them in record time. I would like to thank 
all of you from the bottom of my heart 
for representing the values of our nation 
and making me and our country proud. 
Without a doubt, this success belongs to 
all of us. This success belongs to our people 
who are ready to sacrifice their lives for 
their country, national will, democracy, 
future and independence.

These achievements show that Turkey 
has self-confidence and self-esteem, 
and is ready to realize its true potential 
which remained unfulfilled for decades. 
These achievements are the result of our 
country’s progress in many areas such as 
in exports, investments and the economy 
along with our achievements in politics, 
international relations and many other 
areas. Our country achieved such progress 
thanks to a sense of mobilization adopted 
by its 81 million citizens, including 
its president, bureaucrats, politicians, 
workers, industrialists and shopkeepers. 
God willing, Turkey will continue to make 
history as long as we work towards the 
same goals, share the same enthusiasm 

and unite like bricks in a wall. In this 
respect, 2019 will be a completely 
different year. No mortal power can stop 
our country’s leap forward as long as we 
do not give way to pessimism and despair.

The main opposition leader is no 
different than the people digging 
trenches in Southeastern Turkey

Dear Friends, 

No victory is presented on a silver plat-
ter. As in commercial, academic and per-
sonal success, success in state governan-
ce requires patience, perseverance and 
an uphill struggle. We faced many chal-
lenges and attacks while supporting our 
country’s growth in economy, diplomacy, 
democracy, trade, exports, employment 
and investments. We faced the machina-
tions of the domestic powers aiming to 
impose tutelage while also countering 
the efforts of our enemies abroad who 
do not want Turkey to grow stronger. In 
the early years after we came to power, 
we experienced resistance from peop-
le who had ingrained themselves in the 
state and treated it as their own property. 
These circles were poised over civilian 
politics like “the sword of Damocles” and 
were ready to organize a military coup 
when they saw fit. They showed their an-
noyance to our power in various ways. 
Our struggle for democracy was tested 
by provocations and political assassina-

tions as well as calls for a coup, in much 
the same way as provocations were used 
to hinder development efforts underta-
ken by late Menderes. They used ideolo-
gically motivated judicial decisions that 
disregarded law to prevent many of our 
projects which would have helped mo-
dernize Turkey.

None of these attempts kept us from ser-
ving our nation, but they slowed us down 
and wasted our nation’s time. When the-
se methods failed, they galvanized street 
protests. We faced a preposterous attack 
at a time when we had fully repaid our 
debt to the IMF, lowered interest rates to 
record levels and broke records in exports 
and the amount of reserves at the Central 
Bank. They targeted our economy by gal-
vanizing the streets under the pretext of 
a handful of trees being transferred from 
Gezi Park. Remember those days... Certa-
in circles constantly praised those who 
plundered small shops, shot at our police 
officers, burned down streets, workpla-
ces and municipal buses that were paid 
for by the taxpayer. 

They mistook Turkey for France or the 
Netherlands, and they were wrong. We 
showed them how wrong they were on 
July 15. A certain someone escaped to 
the Bakırköy Municipality building to 
avoid tanks, but we stood with our na-
tion against the putschists. How can he 
call himself a patriot? How can he claim 

to love his nation above all else? And he 
calls himself the leader of the main oppo-
sition! Had he and others like him been 
patriots, they would not have encouraged 
and provoked the Gezi protesters. How 
could our nation support the defenders 
of the people who tried to bomb the Pri-
me Minister’s Office in Istanbul or those 
digging tunnels for terrorists in the sout-
heast? Leader of the main opposition is 
no different than those digging trenches 
in southeastern Turkey. Gezi protesters 
were constantly encouraged by national 
media outlets, the main opposition party 
and certain international powers. 

Now, it turns out that they are going to 
use the media outlets of the main oppo-
sition party to hang me. And, this is per-
petrated by so-called artists and intellec-
tuals. Let them call themselves artists. 
We set out with a different mindset. Who 
are they to hang me? I believe in marty-
rdom, so I am ready to pay the price. It 
is time for those so-called artists to appe-
ar in court and give an account of what 
they said. We cannot let those statements 
go unpunished, so they will pay for it. If 
they have the audacity to hang the presi-
dent of this country, then they must be 
prepared to pay the price in court. 

These incidents were constantly enco-
uraged by national media outlets, the 
main opposition party and certain inter-
national powers. Those who set up tents 



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5” September 2014 - December 2019Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

389388

in Istanbul and Ankara during the Gezi 
Events to broadcast everything live for 
hours do not react to the events in Paris 
today. Those who criticized our security 
forces by claiming that they used dispro-
portionate force say nothing about the 
police response to the protests in Paris. 
Praise be to Allah, we managed to repel 
this attack by joining forces with our na-
tion, the business community and non-
governmental organizations against all 
this hypocrisy.

Then, the coup attempt in the judiciary 
and the police force took place on 
December 17-25. After that failed 
attempt, the terrorists who had infiltrated 
our army perpetrated a military coup 
on July 15. On the night of July 15, 
we defeated the traitors thanks to the 
resistance of our 81 million citizens, 
young and old, with 251 falling martyr. 
It was not just our democracy but also 
the future of our country which was 
saved that night. Together, we made 
history with a victory underwritten by 
our unwavering national will. I would 
like to thank my nation who defeated the 
hashashin of the demon in Pennsylvania 
on July 15 and fought against those who 
hired themselves out to him for a dollar 
each. I salute the memory of our martyrs 
with gratitude. They sacrificed their 
lives in this second war of independence 
in our history, much like their ancestors 
who did the same one century ago. I 

would like to express my gratitude to our 
veterans for their sacrifice and bravery 
on behalf of my country and nation.

We firmly believe in our 
business community and defy 
scaremongers

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The attacks on our currency following 
the elections on June 24 is no different 
than previous attacks. The timing of the 
latest operation speaks volumes just like 
the Gezi Events, the trench protests and 
the treachery of July 15. Gezi Events 
were perpetrated right after the Turkish 
economy gained its independence from 
the IMF. Likewise, the latest economic 
attack took place right after Turkey 
passed a most difficult test in democracy. 
It is clear as day that recent f luctuations 
in exchange rates do not reflect the real 
dynamics of our economy and Turkey as 
a whole. Scaremongering politicians and 
so-called economists who kept heralding 
an economic crisis on television day and 
night were proven wrong. 

Let me be clear, the main opposition 
party in particular failed this test 
spectacularly. As always, the leader of the 
main opposition party tried to demoralize 
our nation and business community by 
quoting fictitious figures from hastily 
prepared documents. He tried to lecture 
us, forgetting that the Social Security 
Institution went under while he served 

as its General Manager. As if oblivious to 
this fact, he continues to lie and slander 
instead of apologizing to the nation.

Praise be to Allah, our business 
community, industrialists, entrepreneurs 
and our nation do not pay heed to him 
and his doomsday scenarios. The person 
he praised so much and took under his 
wing now calls him every name in the 
book. I do not need to mention his name, 
you probably know who I am talking 
about. Likewise, the person he selected 
as his party’s presidential candidate also 
speaks ill of him. He says, “He lost three 
elections”. This is the kind of team he has 
as a party leader. Would it be possible 
to carry on with someone like him? 
Absolutely not. 

Today, our country’s economy has a 
dynamic structure and resilience that 
leave plenty of room for maneuver. 
Fluctuations in financial markets started 
to fizzle out and things have calmed 
down, entering a period of normalization 
thanks to our timely and firm actions. 
We see an improvement of 20 percent in 
the exchange rate compared to the end 
of August. Thus, Turkey decoupled from 
many other developing countries in a 
positive way. Our country’s risk premium 
improved by 225 points while 10-year 
government bond interest rates dropped 
by 460 basis points in the same period. 

We also prepared and launched the 
New Economy Program that will help us 
achieve our 2023 goals. Our priority is 

to ensure stability and reduce inflation 
and the current account deficit. We 
also launched the All-Out Fight Against 
Inflation to curb inflation which has 
been on the rise due to the fluctuation in 
the exchange rate. We achieved positive 
results in price movements in November 
thanks to the firm support from our 
companies. Inflation started to decline in 
November against all odds. This process 
of rebalancing brought about positive 
developments in current accounts 
and foreign trade. Turkish economy 
registered a current account surplus for 
three consecutive months. The strong 
performance in exports and tourism 
supported our growth and helped 
reduce the current account deficit. The 
ratio of exports to imports exceeded 
95 percent in November. This positive 
course also led to an improvement of 
six percent and nine percent in the real 
sector and economic sector confidence 
indices respectively. We expect recent 
improvements in financial markets and 
expectations to trigger a strong rally in 
our economy in the upcoming period. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It is easy to complain, criticize and pass 
judgment from the sidelines. What is 
difficult is to assume responsibility and 
take action for the future of the country 
and nation. We never took the easy 
way out. We always chose the hard way. 
We show our love for Turkey through 
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our actions not words, and with the 
successful projects we implement. We 
expect the same from everyone who set 
their hearts on this country. Our greatest 
capital in the last 16 years has been to 
believe in this country, trust this nation 
and rely on our exporters. We continue 
to firmly believe in our business 
community and defy scaremongers. I 
believe that we will join forces with our 
business community, exporters, workers, 

farmers and shopkeepers to overcome 
the challenges ahead.

As I conclude my remarks, I wish 
success to the General Assembly of 
DEİK. I congratulate all of you for your 
contribution to Turkey’s growth, welfare 
and peace.

May Allah guide our path. May his 
blessings be upon you. All the best.

Regarding Turkey Merely As A 
Market Does Not Do Justice To 
The True Spirit Of Our Alliance

Meeting with the American Turkish Council and American Chamber
of Commerce Delegation | Ankara | February 7, 2019

Distinguished Presidents, Distinguished 
Representatives of the Business Commu-
nity, Distinguished Guests, 

I greet you all with my warmest regards.

I am very pleased to host the esteemed rep-

resentatives of the American Turkish Co-
uncil and the American Chamber of Com-
merce in our country. I hope your visit will 
contribute to the strengthening of Turkish-
American cooperation and our economic 
and commercial relations in particular.
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We last met in October 2017 and had a 
very productive meeting. God willing, 
today’s consultations will also offer new 
horizons and opportunities for our count-
ries.

Turkey faced many a challenge since our 
last meeting. The resilience of Turkey-US 
relations was tested during this period of 
challenges, shocks and crises. Praise be 
to Allah, we successfully overcame all 
challenges and proved our resilience. To-
day, we are hopeful about the future of 
Turkish-American relations despite the 
hurdles we faced recently. We know that 
the similarities outweigh the differen-
ces in our views. Undoubtedly, the close 
dialogue and communication between 
myself and my dear friend President 
Trump played a key role in replacing re-
cent tensions in our relations with coope-
ration and solidarity.

President Trump’s latest initiative regar-
ding Syria in particular frustrated the 
plans of others trying to undermine Tur-
kish-American relations. In this process, 
the American Turkish Council and the 
American Chamber of Commerce also 
made significant contributions to impro-
ve our relations, solve problems and put 
our cooperation back on track. I would 
like to thank all our friends, especially 
the investors present in this room today, 
on behalf of my country and nation. God 
willing, I believe that our cooperation will 
be further strengthened with your efforts 
in the coming period.

Dear Friends,

Turkey and the United States have a strong 
and comprehensive strategic alliance ba-
sed on mutual interests. Although we ex-
perience some ups and downs in our rela-
tions from time to time due to differences 
of opinion, our partnership has survived 
many challenges. At this stage, we would 
like to look ahead and focus on a positive 
agenda with respect to our bilateral rela-
tions and regional cooperation. President 
Trump agrees with me on this issue. He 
also wishes to improve and strengthen the-
ir cooperation with Turkey on the basis of 
mutual interests and goals. Our Minister 
of Foreign Affairs attended the Meeting of 
the Global Coalition Against Daesh in Was-
hington, D.C. yesterday and held bilateral 
meetings. Turkey-US Joint Working Group 
meetings were held in Washington on Feb-
ruary 5.

Turkey is ready to assume 
responsibility in areas where 
the United States will be 
withdrawing from

It is extremely important that the withdra-
wal of the United States from Syria does 
not create an authority gap in the region 
that will be exploited by terrorist orga-
nizations. Turkey is ready to assume res-
ponsibility for the fight against terrorism 
in areas where the United States will be 
withdrawing from. I conveyed Turkey’s 
position to the President when I told him, 
“You are likely to face problems if you have 

concerns about fighting Daesh and plan on 
using other terrorist organizations to eli-
minate it. We can conduct a determined 
fight against Daesh to destroy it. We sho-
wed our capabilities in Al-Bab, where we 
neutralized around three thousand Daesh 
members. It is not right for our strategic 
partner to team up with these terrorist or-
ganizations for this purpose.” Nonetheless, 
such a course of action was, as you know, 
followed with the YPG/PYD. My guess is 
that we will see the consequences of this 
action in years to come.

With the Euphrates Shield and Olive 
Branch operations, we neutralized thou-
sands of terrorists and helped nearly 300 
thousand Syrians return home. Today, the 
safe zones created by Turkey are the most 
peaceful and secure areas in Syria. 

There are 1 million Arameans in the regi-
on. Arameans leave Syria because their li-
ves are threatened by PYD/YPG terrorists. 
Turkey welcomed all of them. During the 
Kobani operation, 300 thousand people 
fled from Kobani to Turkey. They are still 
in our country. We did not send them away. 
Why? Because we never turn our back on 
refugees. This is what we learned from our 
history and civilization. 

Therefore, Syrians from different faiths 
and cultural backgrounds who speak dif-
ferent languages live in peace in the areas 
controlled by Turkey from Jarabulus to Af-
rin. Our brothers and sisters in this region 
have access to healthcare services, educati-
on, trade, security and agriculture. 

It is possible to replicate this situation in 
Afrin, Al-Bab, Azaz and Jarabulus in all 
regions along the Turkish-Syrian border. 
President Trump’s plan regarding the fight 
against terrorism in an area which is 30-32 
kilometers deep and our positive approach 
to his plan were very important because 
this area was a terror corridor. Naturally, 
we had to take necessary measures against 
any attack that could be directed against 
our country from this terror corridor; and 
we have done exactly that. Our country is 
fully prepared to achieve our goals. We are 
determined to fight against all terrorist or-
ganizations, especially Daesh, that pose a 
threat to our country, region and the world 
at large. We believe that Turkey and the 
United States share the same sensitivities 
on this issue. That is what befits our alli-
ance.

In this context, I would like to emphasize 
one issue. Some remnants of the former 
administration that tried to replace Daesh 
with another bloody-handed terrorist orga-
nization have engaged in smear campaigns 
against our country from the beginning. 
They are trying to portray Turkey’s fight 
against the PKK/PYD/YPG as a fight aga-
inst the Kurds. We never had an issue with 
the Kurds. A large number of my party’s 
deputies represent these constituencies. 
We always had Kurdish ministers in our 
cabinet before we adopted the new presi-
dential system. We also have Kurdish mi-
nisters in our cabinet now. Therefore, we 
do not discriminate.
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Unfortunately, this slander campaign be-
came more intense after the latest decisi-
on by President Trump. However, Turkey 
does not have a problem with the Iraqi 
Kurds or the Syrian Kurds. We never had 
a problem with them. In fact, Turkey al-
ways took Kurds under its wing and stood 
up for them in challenging times. Whether 
it be the Saddam Hussein regime, Daesh 
attacks or the PKK/PYD persecution they 
fled from, our Kurdish brothers and sisters 
always sought refuge in Turkey.

We support efforts to create a 
“safe zone”

Furthermore, we all know that latest US 
intelligence reports describe PYD/YPG as 
an extension of the PKK terrorist organi-
zation. This bloody-handed terrorist orga-
nization even armed children and forced 
them to fight in the fronts. It would be the 
biggest insult to our Kurdish brothers and 
sisters to associate the local people in the 
region with the PKK/PYD terrorist organi-
zation. It is impossible to comprehend why 
these murderous gangs are supported and 
provided with ammunition and weapons 
when world public opinion is fully aware 
of their actions.

I would like to share a disheartening piece 
of information. With the latest shipments, 
23 thousand truckloads of weapons have 
been delivered to that terrorist organiza-
tion so far. These weapons are provided 
to a terrorist organization. Who receives 
these weapons? The YPG/PKK terrorist or-

ganizations. While the United States does 
not consider them as terrorist organizati-
ons, latest US intelligence reports describe 
PYD/YPG as an extension of the PKK ter-
rorist organization. We have visual eviden-
ce and documents to prove this point. We 
expect the support of our friends such as 
yourselves to explain this situation to the 
American public. 

On the other hand, we support efforts to 
create a “safe zone”. I always mentioned 
creating a “safe zone” during the Obama 
administration. I said to President Obama, 
“Let us create a safe zone in this region”. 
And, he said, “You are right, let us do it.” 
Unfortunately, it never happened. Now I 
see that Trump is talking about a safe zone 
or a buffer zone. Let us take necessary 
steps, let us do this as soon as possible. 

As a matter of fact, I made this proposal at 
the beginning of the Syrian crisis. I under-
lined in every meeting the need to estab-
lish a zone that is cleared from terrorists 
so that refugees can safely return to their 
homes. A humanitarian approach “to open 
doors to refugees” necessitates the estab-
lishment of container cities in safe zones. 
Instead, weapons and ammunition are be-
ing traded. Let us not devote our energy to 
selling arms, but to implementing these 
solutions. German Chancellor Angela Mer-
kel and the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia 
promised to support the creation of safe 
zones. Not a single penny came from eit-
her of them. We spent 35 billion dollars so 
far. The European Union did not keep its 
promise either. We received only one bil-

lion 750 million euros from the European 
Union. Moreover, I did not receive a posi-
tive response from our allies or coalition 
partners to my proposal which offered a 
long-term solution to the refugee crisis and 
terrorist threats. Turkey has the capability 
to establish and manage these safe zones in 
line with our common interests as long as 
our allies provide necessary logistical sup-
port. We are ready to take necessary steps.

Turkey faces another terrorist organizati-
on called FETO which threatens our nati-
onal security. This terrorist organization 
made an attempt against our democracy 
on July 15, 2016, killing 251 and injuring 
two thousand 193 citizens. FETO terrorists 
martyred 29 in the area around the Presi-
dential Complex alone. Therefore, it pains 
our nation and the families of our martyrs 
to see that the ringleader of FETO carries 
on in Pennsylvania as if nothing happened.

We know that FETO-affiliated institutions 
are involved in many shady deals such as 
tender rigging, money laundering, forging 
documents and bribery. We expect US offi-
cials to take necessary steps against them 
as soon as possible.  If we are NATO allies 
and strategic partners, both sides need to 
do what is required of this relationship as 
soon as possible.

We are pleased to see that American law 
enforcement began to take action against 
FETO recently. We expect the representati-
ves of the private sector to remain vigilant 
against this terrorist organization as well. 
We need your support to reveal the dark 
and bloody face of FETO.

We expect double tariffs on our 
steel exports to be lifted 

Dear Friends, 

Turkey continues to be an island of stability 
in its region despite the challenges. In 
terms of gross national revenue, Turkey 
is the 13th largest economy in the world 
and 5th largest economy in Europe. We 
continue to make Turkey more attractive 
to investors for infrastructure investments 
and for doing business. As a testament 
of our efforts in this respect, Turkey rose 
17 places in the World Bank’s latest Ease 
of Doing Business Index compared to the 
previous year.

Over one thousand 800 American 
companies operate in our country today. 
These companies invested more than 10 
billion dollars directly in our country over 
the past decade and they continue to do so. 

On the other hand, a trade volume of 20 
billion dollars between Turkey and the 
United States is unacceptable. This figure 
is well below the potential of our countries. 
I brought this issue to President Trump’s 
attention before.  He proposed to increase 
our trade volume to 75 billion dollars in 
our recent phone calls. We gladly accepted 
this offer and started working on what we 
can do to achieve this goal. 

In this context, services sector offers 
important opportunities for the two 
countries. Turkey also has a great tourism 
potential. The number of visitors from the 
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United States to Turkey increased back 
up to 450 thousand following a decline 
in the previous year. This figure is too low 
considering the fact that we receive 40 
million tourists annually. I believe that 
there are many steps to be taken in this 
respect.

Perhaps the most important obstacle 
preventing an increase in our trade 
volume is the trade policy measures 
implemented by the United States. In this 
context, we expect double tariffs on steel 
exports imposed recently and solely on 
our country to be lifted. We would like to 
see the “assessment” process initiated in 
the Generalized System of Preferences to 
be concluded as soon as possible. Faced 
with such unfair practices, we took our 
own measures based on the principle of 
reciprocity. We also took the issue to the 
World Trade Organization. The World 
Trade Organization evaluated our request 
and found it justified. We are also keen to 
make sure that the measures we take do not 
harm investors or the business community 
in general. 

We do our best to ensure that recent 
developments between the two countries 
do not take a toll on mutual trade and 
investments. In this respect, our position 
is clear; we believe that political and 
commercial matters should not be 
confused. 

Investors who create added value and 
employment in our country are very 

important for us. I believe that your 
efforts in raising awareness within the US 
administration regarding opportunities 
in Turkey will be very helpful. We would 
like more American companies to invest 
in our country and take advantage of 
the incentives we offer to international 
investors. In particular, I attach great 
importance to joint investments with the 
United States in the defense industry. In 
this context, regarding Turkey merely as a 
market does not do justice to the true spirit 
of our alliance. So, let us invest together. 
Turkey has a population of over 82 million 
and incredible brain power. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
invite the American business community 
to take advantage of the investment 
opportunities in our country and to explore 
new opportunities. We provide both legal 
and institutional support to foreign direct 
investments. As the President, I have always 
provided my full support to increasing 
investments in Turkey. All institutions and 
the Presidency of the Republic of Turkey 
Investment Office in particular are ready 
to provide you the support you need. You 
can always refer to our Investment Office 
before and as you make your investments 
and, more importantly, after completing 
your investments. 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
thank you for your visit. I hope that our 
meeting and your consultations will yield 
beneficial results.

We Are A Guarantor Country In 
Cyprus, But What Is France Doing 
İn The Eastern Mediterranean?

26th General Assembly of the Turkish Exporters Assembly (TİM)
and Export Champions Award Ceremony | Istanbul | June 16, 2019

Esteemed Members of the Turkish Expor-

ters Assembly, Distinguished Guests, Ladi-

es and Gentlemen,

I greet you with my warmest regards. 

Every day is Father’s Day and Mother’s Day 
in our culture. They are imposing a foreign 
approach on us and picking a single day in 
a year as Mother’s Day or Father’s Day. We 
love and respect our parents every day of 
the year. 
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I hope that the 26th General Assembly of 
the Turkish Exporters Assembly will be 
beneficial for our country, economy, expor-
ters and for the participants in particular. 
I would like to congratulate our compa-
nies and businesspeople who will receive 
Export Champions Awards. This distin-
guished institution bringing 83 thousand 
exporters in our country under the same 
roof is, in my opinion, the flagship of our 
trade diplomacy. I always supported and 
will continue to support you in your efforts 
towards the 5S vision for Strong Turkey, 
Strong Economy, Strong Exports, Strong 
Human Resources and Strong Infrastruc-
ture & Exports Ecosystem. 

We were in Tajikistan for the Conference 
on Interaction and Confidence Building 
Measures in Asia yesterday. In this mee-
ting, important decisions were taken to 
improve regional cooperation. The Asian 
continent is a very important part of the 
globe. Asia is a vast continent in terms of 
surface area. China has a particularly spe-
cial place on the continent. We are all awa-
re of China’s position in the world. On the 
other hand, Russia has a special place, too. 
India is another important country on the 
continent. We conducted discussions with 
these regional actors in order to discuss 
steps for future collaboration and to carve 
out a pioneering role for our exporters.

Last year, the number of companies with 
an export volume of over one billion dol-
lars increased from 10 to 13. Likewise, the 
number of companies with an export volu-
me of over 100 million dollars increased 

from 145 to 171. Average number of emp-
loyees working for the top one thousand 
export companies increased from 704 in 
the previous year to 781 last year. In ot-
her words, every step forward in exports 
results in employment for tens and hund-
reds of thousands of people. Unit value of 
exports is constantly increasing as well. 
Last year, top one thousand Turkish expor-
ters were from 50 cities in our country sho-
wing that Turkey is engaged in an all-out 
development process. 

We closed 2018 with an export volume 
of 168 billion dollars. Our export volume 
increased to 171.4 billion dollars as of May 
this year. The rise in exports is positive, but 
not enough. We need to exceed 200 billion 
dollars as soon as possible.

Turkey continues to be a center 
of attraction even at a time of 
global decline in investments

Dear Friends, 

While the increase in the exchange rate 
causes problems in some areas such 
as the financial sector, it also provides 
great opportunities for our exporters. 
Furthermore, rising exchange rates made 
imports more expensive and motivated 
the domestic production of a great 
number of goods as well as the search 
for new export markets. As a result, our 
annual current account deficit decreased 
to 8.6 billion dollars as of April. In fact, the 
deficit is only 2.6 billion dollars when gold 

is excluded. Excluding energy in addition 
to gold from the equation results in a 
surplus of almost 36 billion dollars in the 
last 12 months. Foreign direct investments 
reached 13 billion dollars in the last 12 
months despite the campaigns against 
our country and negative developments 
in our region. Furthermore, this level of 
investment was achieved despite declining 
direct investments globally and shows that 
our country continues to be a center of 
attraction. 

We concluded a fruitful season in tourism 
as well. We continue to receive good news 
indicating that we will reach our target of 
50 million tourists this year. Our goal to 
reach 70 million tourists and 70 billion 
dollars of tourism revenue in 2023 is no 
longer a dream but an achievable outcome, 
which we get closer to every day. 

These developments reduce the need for 
foreign financing and benefit mostly our 
exporters. I expect you to make the most 
of these opportunities. Unlike China or 
Russia, Turkey does not have the means 
to devalue its national currency explicitly 
or implicitly. Unlike the countries that 
resort to such means, Turkey is integrated 
to the global economy and the economies 
of the European countries in particular. 
Therefore, the steps that we take must 
adhere to the rules of a functioning free 
market economy. 

We must keep the economic aspect of our 
relations with Europe robust no matter 
how volatile our political relations, because 

most of the international investments in 
our country come from Europe and more 
than half of our exports are to European 
countries. We will maintain our consistent 
policies with respect to our trade with 
Europe even though the European Union 
has remained silent in the face of the 
recent speculative attacks on our currency. 
We will comply with the trade rules set 
out in our trade relations with developed 
countries and with Europe in particular, 
and increase our export volume by 
constantly searching for new markets and 
expanding existing markets. I know that 
you have the determination, tenacity and 
courage to achieve this goal. 

If trade is 90 percent of our country’s 
livelihood, 90 percent of trade is bravery. 
We know that some foreign circles and their 
proxies in our country have always done 
everything in their power to demoralize 
our nation and our business community. 
Do not pay heed to these lies, slanders 
and distorted news and never postpone 
your investments or hesitate to extend 
the reach of your businesses. I hereby 
appeal to our entrepreneurs, business 
people, industrialists, tradespeople 
and manufacturers: have faith in your 
country, have faith in the state, have faith 
in your future. Direct your resources to 
investment, production, employment and 
exports. This is how you succeed and help 
to achieve your children’s dreams. Turkey 
is very close to becoming a country with 
a current account surplus instead of a 
current account deficit. We believe in you. 
We want you to believe in us, too. Let us 
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join forces and achieve our 2023 goals. 
When we do so, you may rest assured 
that we will live in a different and much 
stronger Turkey that we all have longed for 
and dreamed of. 

The physical modernization 
of our customs entry points is 
ongoing

Dear Friends,

Since taking office, our aim has been to 
ensure democratic and economic growth 
in Turkey. Economic development has 
always been a key topic for us. In this 
context, we have always focused on 
production, employment and exports in 
particular. We implemented major reforms 
in many areas to support our exporters. 
We are determined to carry on with our 
efforts to increase exports by upgrading 
our foreign trade infrastructure and 
introducing improvements to our customs 
procedures. The physical modernization 
of customs entry points is ongoing. We 
also focus on digitalization projects in 
customs. We removed paperwork in export 
transactions and ensured the electronic 
filing of customs declarations and related 
documents. The certificates of origin 
and circulation used in exports as well 
as the entry into the TIR system can also 
be electronically completed. Entry and 
exit to free trade zones can be processed 
electronically. We initiated the “Export 
Accompanying Document” for exports by 
land to save time and money in export 

operations. The “Single Window System” 
offers all information and documents 
required for foreign trade goods from a 
single point of contact. The “Container and 
Port Tracking System” allows the effective 
monitoring of our ports which account for 
92 percent of container traffic. Thanks to 
recent initiatives with countries which are 
our largest trading partners, we are now 
in a position to electronically share export 
and transit data and thereby simplify 
customs procedures. 

We allocated two billion liras last year 
and 3.1 billion liras this year to support 
our exporters. We increased the capital 
of Turkish Eximbank from 3 billion liras 
to 10 billion liras. Last year, we provided 
the sector 44.2 billion dollars in financial 
support including loans and insurance 
support. As a result, we financed 26 percent 
of our total exports. 11 thousand 489 
companies including SMEs benefited from 
the support we provided to our exporters. 

Every step we take to boost production 
and employment directly or indirectly 
supports our exporters. Now, I have more 
good news for you. I signed a Presidential 
Decree today which will be published in 
the Official Gazette tomorrow. The new 
decree extends exemptions to members of 
exporters unions and industrial registry 
certificate holders when they buy foreign 
currency. In other words, our exporters 
will no longer pay 0.1% tax on foreign 
currency transactions. This step allows 
us to ensure that the measures we take to 
counter foreign exchange speculations 
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issued orders to arrest the personnel on 
our vessels. Try as they might, they cannot! 
Who do they think they are! Our armed 
forces will do everything in their power 
to protect our personnel. It is our duty to 
protect them. Our efforts in the Eastern 
Mediterranean will continue.

Truth be told, one would have to be 
hoodwinked to think that the Palestinian 
issue, Jerusalem, Libyan conflict and the 
developments in Iraq, Iran and the Gulf 
are just insignificant regional conflicts. 
As I said to the journalists on the plane on 
our way back yesterday, we are not a tribal 
country. We are the Republic of Turkey. 
We need to understand what this means. 
Our history dates back two thousand 200 
years. Turkey is at the center of these 
discussions because our future will be 
determined by the course of events in these 
regions. The President of France wants us 
to quit exploration activities in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. And, I say to him, “What 
are you talking about? First of all, what 
are you doing over there? We are a littoral 
state. We are a guarantor country in Cyprus 
like Greece and the United Kingdom. What 
entitles you?” He has no legitimate reason 
to be there. If he is speaking on behalf of 
the company Total, where is his power of 
attorney? He seems to have resigned from 
his office as President to work as a lawyer. 
When Tayyip Erdoğan speaks, he speaks 
as a guarantor country. Greece and the 
United Kingdom also have the right to 
speak as guarantor countries. What makes 
him entitled to speak? We know very well 
what our responsibilities are. 

We do not aim to cause diplomatic, 
military or social tensions, disputes, 
conflicts or suffering. Our hearts ache 
each time we receive the terrible news of 
a fallen martyr. We feel the burden of each 
company or citizen falling on hard times 
on our shoulders. Each vanishing social or 
economic asset is a loss. 

As the President of this country, I could 
have opted for a much lighter schedule 
like many of my predecessors. As the most 
senior politician of this country, I could 
well have chosen to enjoy the perks of 
being in power without risking the support 
and prestige that comes with the role. Had 
I done so, I would probably have a very 
comfortable presidency, but at the expense 
of many setbacks for my country and 
nation. I chose to work hard for my country 
and nation, instead of remaining a mere 
bystander for my own benefit. That is why 
we face an uphill battle that we knowingly 
picked. That is why we will be under fire 
from all directions on this path. There are 
times in history when your achievements 
are only as good as your sacrifice, struggle, 
suffering and the risks you take. These are 
such times for Turkey. Therefore, our duty 
to our country and nation is to work with 
all our might to come out victorious. 

A politician’s power is measured by the 
support he receives from the public. I 
receive the greatest support from our 
nation in this epic struggle. For instance, 
our nation showed its support on March 
31 elections where we received 60% of the 
votes in provincial council elections, 52% 

will not impact our exporters. I hope that 
this Presidential Decree will be beneficial 
for our exporters and our economy. 

Dear Friends, 

A new economic and political world 
order is emerging. These global economic 
developments are highly relevant for 
Turkey whose economy ranks in the group 
following the United States, the European 
Union, China, Russia, Japan and India. 
One of the most important goals among 
our 2023 targets is to become one of the 
top 10 economies in the world. 

We will attend the G-20 Summit in Osaka 
at the end of this month. Ministers and 
officials from the Central Bank and other 
institutions are currently attending 
preliminary meetings. In Osaka, I will 
have bilateral meetings with all leaders 
including President Trump, President Xi 
Jinping and President Putin. From Japan, 
we will travel to China. God willing, we 
will conduct important negotiations in 
the context of our relations with China. In 
fact, I talked to Xi Jinping yesterday, but 
we left the main discussion to our visit to 
China. We will attend the United Nations 
General Assembly in September. We will 
have important meetings there as well. 

As we plan these meetings, others have 
different designs and intentions about our 
country. However, as I always say, it does 
not matter what other people say; what 
matters is what we say, what we want and 
what we do. God willing, no one can stop us 

as long as we embrace our goals and take 
action accordingly. Recent events in our 
country are nothing but a manifestation of 
this great struggle. One would have to be 
either blind or malicious to still think that 
the July 15 coup attempt was a charade 
or just a small group in the army that 
went astray. Anyone who still considers 
the S-400 issue an ordinary discussion 
over defense systems fails to see the big 
picture. Anyone who reduces the Syrian 
issue to a discussion on why Syrians are 
wandering at the beach are oblivious to the 
evil machinations in our region. In fact, 
some are so misguided as to claim that the 
government put the Syrians on payroll. 
We did not put any Syrian refugee on 
payroll. The Republic of Turkey provides 
salary benefits to orphans, the poor and 
destitute who are citizens by making salary 
payments to such individuals through 
public administrative bodies. Our citizens 
know this to be true.

Our efforts in the Eastern 
Mediterranean are ongoing

One would have to be completely ignorant 
to still think that discussions about 
hydrocarbon exploration in the Eastern 
Mediterranean are just a matter of oil 
and national gas. We will conduct our 
exploration activities in exclusive economic 
zones in the Eastern Mediterranean. 
We have four vessels. Three are drilling 
vessels and two are exploration vessels. 
Our frigates and aircraft are on stand-by 
to protect these vessels if anyone so much 
as moves a limb. I heard that somebody 
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In Times Of Crises, We Always 
Defended Democracy,
Freedoms And Justice 

Mukogawa Women’s University Honorary Doctorate Degree
Presentation Ceremony | Kyoto, Japan | June 27, 2019

Distinguished Rector, Distinguished 
Members of the Senate, Esteemed Mem-
bers of Faculty, Dear Students, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

I would like to greet you with my warmest 
regards on behalf of my country and nation. 

I would like to begin by expressing how 
pleased I am to be among you here in Kyo-
to, the ancient capital of the friendly co-
untry of Japan. I would like to thank the 
university administration for the warm 
hospitality extended to me and my delega-
tion. I would like to express my heartfelt 

in metropolitan mayoral elections and 
55% in other mayoral elections. Previously 
on June 24, our nation declared its support 
in the ballot box when I received 53% of 
the votes in the presidential elections. 
Although some look down on these results, 
they indicate an unprecedented success in 
Turkish political history.

The decision to renew the 
elections was completely based 
on lawful grounds

There will be a renewal of the election 
for the mayor of Istanbul Metropolitan 
Municipality. A large part of the Istanbul 
Metropolitan Municipal Council, all com-
missions and all deputies are under AK 
Party’s control. In any case, he is just the 
window dressing... What must be will be in 
this election. I wonder why foreign media 
are so interested in Istanbul elections right 
now. Why are their politicians so interes-
ted in our elections? Why are some gro-
ups who pretend to be non-governmental 
organizations so interested in our electi-
ons? Terrorist organizations are declaring 
their support for some candidates. I think 
that tells a story in itself. We attach great 
importance to the Istanbul Metropolitan 
Municipality elections because we are aga-
inst terrorist organizations. The decision 
to renew the elections was based on lawful 
grounds. Anyone who respects democracy 
and law must acknowledge and accept the 
outcome of the election on Sunday. Wha-

tever the outcome may be, it will be to the 
benefit of Turkey. 

Dear Friends,

If you noticed, I constantly mention 
democracy and the economy in the same 
breath. No country can truly achieve 
sustainable development without either 
one of these pillars. We know from many 
examples around us that wealth or freedom 
on their own do not ensure a prosperous 
society. Turkey is unique because it has 
the will to rise on both of these pillars to 
achieve its goals. God willing, we will use 
global change to the best of our advantage. 
Our exporters have very important duties 
in this regard. As a prerequisite to achieve 
our goals, we will join forces to increase 
production and employment, and ensure 
that the current account deficit becomes a 
current account surplus. Praise be to Allah 
for making our exporters, who fly our flag 
around the world and make us proud, our 
best companions on our path to success. 

At the end of my remarks, I would like 
to wish you success at the 26th General 
Assembly of the Turkish Exporters 
Assembly. I would like to congratulate 
the top 10 exporters in Turkey and the 
27 exporters who are the leaders in their 
respective sectors who will receive awards. 

I extend my greetings and respect to you 
all. All the best.
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gratitude to Mukogawa Women’s Univer-
sity, its Honorable Rector and members of 
its Senate for this honor.

I would also like to say that I take great 
pride in being granted an Honorary Doc-
torate Degree by Mukogawa Women’s 
University which is one of the unique uni-
versities in Japan. I regard this honorary 
degree as a new sign of Turkish-Japanese 
friendship.

Today, I had the opportunity to make a 
new observation in Japan: I believe that 
the cooperation between Mukogawa 
Women’s University and Bahçeşehir Uni-
versity and Turkey will continue to grow 
stronger. 

There are 800 universities in Japan. 10 
percent of these universities are women’s 
universities. This is, of course, very sig-
nificant for us. We do not have women’s 
universities in our country. What would 
have happened if we had one is another 
question. Japan is a great example in this 
regard. It is especially important to point 
out that the university has 10 thousand 
students. I would like to congratulate the 
university administration, the rector and 
members of the university senate. 

I am visiting Japan on the occasion of the 
G-20 Summit and it gives me great plea-
sure to start my visit to Japan with such 
a meaningful event. I hope that our mee-
tings on the margins of the G-20 Summit 
as well as my official visit will be benefici-
al for our countries and humanity.

Dear Friends,

Our two countries are on the eastern and 
westernmost end of Asia. Despite the dis-
tance between our countries, the friendship 
and close cooperation between Turkey and 
Japan deserve praise. We always attached 
great importance to supporting one anot-
her through thick and thin, even before the 
highly advanced means of communication 
and transportation available today. No two 
countries with different cultures, faiths 
and languages have maintained such clo-
se relations and mutual affection towards 
each other as Japan and Turkey.

The following Japanese proverb describes 
the tenacity of the Japanese people: “Fall 
down seven times and stand up eight”. Ja-
panese people have managed to overcome 
all kinds of difficulties thanks to their hard 
work, courage, discipline and perseveran-
ce. The Japanese always managed to make 
a fresh start even after major traumas in 
their history. The history of the Turkish na-
tion dates back to more than two thousand 
200 years and is embellished with new be-
ginnings where we rose from ashes, much 
like the history of the Japanese.

On this subject, I would like to draw your 
attention to an important point. Our faith 
tells us that with every hardship is follo-
wed by some facility. Again, our faith tells 
us that there is good in every evil. What 
seems to be against us today may be a 
blessing in disguise for the future. In this 
context, there are hundreds of examples 
both in my personal political journey and 

in the history of my nation. When I was 
sentenced to prison for reciting a poem, 
some thought it would be “the end of me”. 
However, that event initiated a whole new 
journey for me. Some people wanted to put 
an end to our political journey with a court 
decision in 1999. However, we are more 
powerful than ever before because we rose 
from those ashes with a brand new iden-
tity, a new dynamism and a stronger team 
in 2001.

We need to strengthen the 
foundations of the strategic 
partnership between Turkey 
and Japan 

Likewise, our nation’s history is also full of 
events that initially caused us pain, suffe-
ring and distress and then turned out to be 
a blessing. There is an İnebahtı incident in 
our history. Facing defeat at İnebahtı, the 
Grand Vizier of the Ottoman Empire Sokul-
lu Mehmet Pasha had said, “They shaved 
off our beard in İnebahtı. One day we will 
cut off their arm. Shaven beard will grow 
back stronger, but their lost arm will not.” 
For him, a defeat was not the end. It was 
a new beginning. As the Japanese proverb 
I referred to before says, a defeat is an op-
portunity to get up. In fact, the foundations 
of the Turkish-Japanese friendship, envied 
by many a country today, were laid as a re-
sult of a tragic incident. Friendly relations 
between Turkey and Japan began with the 
Ertuğrul Frigate disaster which took place 
129 years ago and cost the lives of 532 Tur-
kish seamen. It is our duty as politicians 

and academics to further strengthen this 
long-standing friendship that was built on 
the sacrifice of 532 seamen and pass it on 
to future generations. It is very important 
to enhance the political cooperation betwe-
en Turkey and Japan, and consolidate the 
foundations of our strategic partnership.

Our meetings with my dear friend Prime 
Minister Abe will focus on deepening our 
bilateral relations in every area. Internati-
onal free trade faces challenging times. In 
this context, we attach great importance to 
enhancing our bilateral economic coopera-
tion with a “win-win” approach. We must 
focus not only on our political and com-
mercial relations, but also on our cultural 
relations. That is why we declared 2019 as 
the “Year of Turkish Culture” in Japan. We 
are organizing various events to introduce 
the cultural heritage of Turkey to our Ja-
panese friends. We held the first event in 
Tokyo recently. The Topkapı Palace exhi-
bition titled “Treasures and the Tradition 
of “Lale” in the Ottoman Empire” was very 
well-received in Tokyo.

Almost 170 thousand art enthusiasts visi-
ted this important exhibition. The exhibiti-
on will remain open to visitors at the Nati-
onal Museum of Modern Art in Kyoto until 
the end of July. We will visit the exhibition 
with Princess Akiko in the coming days. 
During my visit, we will open a photog-
raphy exhibition in the Tofuku-ji Temple, 
one of Kyoto’s historic temples, by Ara Gü-
ler who is considered to be one of the top 
7 photography artists in the world. I wo-
uld like to take this opportunity to invite 
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all our Japanese friends to this exhibition 
which is organized under the auspices the 
Office of the President of Turkey.

Dear Friends, 

There are many harrowing events taking 
place in our part of the world in the re-
cent years. Our country is dealing with the 
Syrian civil war that has been going on for 
the last 8 years in the south, with irregular 
migration in the west and with instability 
in the east. We are right in the middle of 
a crisis zone extending from Afghanistan 
to Iran and from North Africa to Yemen 
and Libya. We have to deal with all events 
in this crisis zone due to our geographical 
location as well as our historical, cultural 
and social ties in the region. 

Turkey always defended democracy, free-
doms, justice and fairness in the face of all 
regional challenges, particularly in Syria 
and Iraq. We opened our doors to over 3.6 
million Syrian refugees without any disc-
rimination. We mobilized all public insti-
tutions and non-governmental organizati-
ons to solve the problems of those in need. 
We spent more than 37 billion dollars so 
far for Syrian refugees according to Uni-
ted Nations calculations. For the last two 
years, Turkey has ranked first in the world 
in terms of humanitarian aid as a ratio of 
national income. How about the support 
we receive? Only two billion euros. Tur-
key sets an example to the whole world by 
embracing millions of people regardless of 
their ethnic background, faith, language or 
sect. Unfortunately, many of our Western 

neighbors are choosing to hide behind 
high walls and barbed wire to find peace. 
The cries of mothers hugging the dead bo-
dies of their children, the images of tortu-
re in prisons or the tears of little children 
have failed to galvanize them into action.

Women suffered most following 
the coup against democracy in 
Egypt

Sadly, women stand to suffer most in all 
regional or global crises. Women pay the 
highest price in Syria. In Egypt, women 
suffered most following the coup against 
democracy. Women suffer most from 
the ongoing occupation and blockade in 
Palestine. Likewise, women suffer most in 
Yemen, Myanmar, Iraq and Afghanistan 
today. Similarly, women, and refugee 
women in particular, are the biggest 
victims of cultural racism which is on the 
rise in Western countries. Women fall 
victim to discrimination because of how 
they dress in the workplace, at school or at 
university. We observe the painful drama 
of the women who face physical assault, 
mobbing at work or social exclusion. All of 
these actions put democracy and freedoms 
to shame. We also know that women and 
children work in terrible conditions and 
for measly incomes in many countries 
around the world. Often times, women are 
regarded as cheap labor and their hard 
work is not protected. As a result, they do 
not receive what they deserve in terms of 
remuneration and social benefits.

Dear Friends,

At a time of growing discrimination and 
exclusion against women, we implemen-
ted a host of historic reforms on women’s 
rights in Turkey in the past 17 years. We 
always supported women in their fight for 
rights and stood up against their abuse 
and belittlement on the basis of their gen-
der. Personally, I attach great importance 
to working and collaborating with women 
in my political work. Women’s support, 
labor, input and their selfless efforts cont-
ributed to all of my achievements in my 
political career which spans 40 years. Du-
ring my tenure as Mayor of Istanbul Met-
ropolitan Municipality, women assumed 
leading positions in both political and 
social activities. During my time as Prime 
Minister, finding solutions to women’s 
problems was always a priority for me. 
During my Presidency, I act with the same 
keenness and I will continue to do so.

We are doing everything in our power so 
that women can work, lead, create, have 
an education and guide our country to 
the future. Likewise, we give priority 
to women at every level in our political 
party which I founded and currently 
lead. There is no other political move-
ment in Turkish political history that 
made women more visible and central to 
its policies than our own. The Women’s 
Branches of AK Party are strong and very 
well organized at the grassroots with a 
membership of 4.5 million.

In our country, women are represented in 
senior positions as academics, judges, te-
achers, diplomats, architects, bankers and 
in various other fields. In Turkey, women 
make up over 38 percent of the workfor-
ce in public sector employment. Since we 
came into power, women’s participation 
in the workforce increased from 28 per-
cent to 34 percent and women’s employ-
ment increased from 25 percent to almost 
30 percent. Nine million women in our 
workforce add strength to our country and 
make us proud with their achievements 
and capacity. 

While these numbers are significant, they 
are not enough. God willing, we will conti-
nue to ensure that women enjoy every op-
portunity they deserve in all areas of life. 
Turkey will continue to stand with the vic-
tims of oppression and persecution under 
all circumstances regardless of their ethnic 
identity, faith and skin color. We will act as 
the conscience of humanity to ensure pea-
ce, justice and freedom against the uncons-
cionable actions taking place today.

The Honorary Degree I receive today from 
the Mukogawa Women’s University will 
encourage and motivate me further in my 
efforts. I will learn more about this uni-
versity. In addition, I hereby assign our 
Ambassador to conduct research on the 
80 women’s universities in Japan so that 
we can initiate similar projects in our co-
untry. Knowing that we have conscientious 
friends thousands of kilometers away will 
further deepen the determination of 
Turkey and the Turkish nation.
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As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
thank the distinguished rector and the uni-
versity administration for organizing such 
a wonderful event.

I believe that Mukogawa Women’s Univer-
sity will further strengthen its ties with 
Turkish universities. I hope that existing 
cooperation will be further improved thro-

ugh exchange programs for students and 
academics in particular. I wish success to 
the university administration, academics, 
researchers and students of Mukogawa 
Women’s University in their efforts. 

I greet you with my warmest regards. All 
the best.

Our Aim Is To Increase The 
Number Of International Students 

To 200 Thousand In 2023

Turkey Scholarships and the 8th International Students
Graduation Ceremony | Ankara | July 3, 2019

Distinguished Directors of the Presidency 
for Turks Abroad and Related Communi-
ties, Distinguished Professors, Dear Stu-
dents and Alumni, Dear Guests,

I would like to greet all of you with my war-
mest regards. I salute young people aro-

und the world and the wonderful display 
of brotherhood in this room resembling a 
United Nations Assembly. We are here to-
day for the graduation ceremony of one 
thousand 500 students. I would like cong-
ratulate each and every one of you. I wish 
success to all international students who 
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study in our universities as recipients of 
the Türkiye Scholarships.

I would like to greet our alumni who are 
serving their nations in 165 countries after 
completing their studies in our country. I 
would like to welcome our alumni and the-
ir families who are here. 

I see future ministers, prime ministers, po-
liticians, industrialists and, God willing, 
scientists who will be Nobel Prize laureates 
in this hall. I see young people in this room 
who will serve their countries and huma-
nity with dedication through their efforts 
and achievements. I hope and pray that Al-
lah will guide your path and help you.

Dear Friends, 

I regard international students and alum-
ni as part of the bigger Turkish family and 
as ambassadors for Turkey in your home 
countries. The heart of our nation and the 
doors of our state are always open to the 
students and alumni who study in our co-
untry with Türkiye Scholarships and with 
their own means. We will never forget you. 
I believe that you will always have room for 
us in your hearts, too. 

Since the program started, 150 thousand 
students completed their studies in our 
country thanks to Türkiye Scholarships. 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
commemorate the 8th President of the Re-
public of Turkey, Turgut Özal, who laid the 
foundations of the international students 
project 25 years ago. I extend my gratitude 

to everyone involved in the Türkiye Scho-
larships program for the last seven years.

We must take action to establish a 
women’s university

Türkiye Scholarships received about 147 
thousand applications this year alone, sho-
wing that this important program is gro-
wing exponentially to reach its aim. App-
lications come mostly from regions facing 
serious problems such as Syria, Palestine, 
Afghanistan, Yemen, Iraq, Somalia and 
Myanmar. I believe that this is an indica-
tion of the success of the program. We are 
determined to further improve our scho-
larship program as a global platform for 
equal opportunity. 

We host 150 thousand students from 182 
countries who study in our country either 
with their own means or on a scholarship. 
I expect universities in our country to en-
hance their competences in order to meet 
the academic and social needs of interna-
tional students. Our aim is to increase the 
number of international students to 200 
thousand in 2023. God willing, Turkey, as 
home to some of the oldest educational 
establishments in the world, will become 
one of the top countries in education in the 
world. We already took the first steps to ac-
hieve this goal by increasing the number of 
universities from 76 to 206 and academic 
staff from 70 thousand to 166 thousand. 

We were in Japan for the G-20 Summit re-
cently. We were informed that 80 out of 

800 Japanese universities, in other words 
10 percent of all universities in the co-
untry, are women’s universities. One of 
these universities granted me an honorary 
doctorate degree. These women’s universi-
ties take a student from kindergarten age 
and educate her until she graduates from 
university. We find this method to be very 
important. I ask the President of the Coun-
cil of Higher Education to conduct research 
on this method. Turkey must take a similar 
step. We used to have girls and boys scho-
ols in our country. Then they made them 
co-educational and made some odd chan-
ges. We are now working on reintroducing 
these schools. The example in Japan was 
very interesting indeed. 

The Maarif Foundation inaugurated two 
universities, 269 schools and 35 dormi-
tories abroad. We know that many non-
governmental organizations have similar 
initiatives at home and abroad. Now is the 
time to further strengthen this infrastruc-
ture and raise quality. I invite all instituti-
ons to cooperate further so that we can re-
alize this goal. 

Dear Friends, 

In addition to providing undergraduate, 
graduate and postgraduate education, I 
believe that it is also very important to clo-
sely follow the career of our alumni. Their 
graduation should not end our relations-
hip with the students. The Presidency for 
Turks Abroad and Related Communities 
will follow up on them. We will know what 
they do and where they work when they 

return to their countries. We will continue 
to have contacts with our brothers and sis-
ters. To us, you are the ambassadors of your 
countries in Turkey. We currently have 23 
alumni associations in 22 countries. We 
must have such contact points in every 
country where we have an alumni commu-
nity. To that end, I believe that we should 
speed up the establishment of alumni asso-
ciations in other countries as well. 

The alumni community may rest assured 
that Turkey will always support them, both 
in their own countries and wherever else 
they may live. This is because you are our 
brothers and sisters. And brothers and sis-
ters must look out for one another. In our 
culture, brotherhood is not restricted by 
time and space. Brotherhood is an affecti-
on, a connection and a relationship to be 
continued until your last breath. Further-
more, I believe that we have established an 
emotional bridge with our international 
students which will be passed on to our fa-
milies and children. 

I expect our students and alumni to always 
remain in touch with this country and 
with each other wherever they live. Such 
a huge network is an invaluable asset in 
today’s world. Most importantly, Turkish is 
now the lingua franca of this community. 
We have a diaspora of more than 6 million 
people of Turkish origin in Europe. Tur-
kish language is still going strong in the 
Balkans. You can communicate, conduct 
business and pursue your life in Turkish in 
a vast geography covering North Africa to 
Central Asia and Eastern Europe to South 
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Asia. Let us make the best of this commu-
nication network and invaluable language 
advantage. 

There is no challenge that unity and soli-
darity cannot overcome even in times of 
unrelenting political, commercial and mi-
litary struggles such as we see around the 
world today. We must work tirelessly until 
we build a global order based on conscien-
ce, morals, compassion and justice. This is 
the only legitimate way to build a legacy 
for future generations.

You are in a great country that 
opens its heart to the oppressed

Dear Young People,

Distinguished Guests,

As you know, we live in an information 
age with breathtaking progress in 
communication technology, making 
our world smaller. Today, events in 
the remotest corner of the globe make 
headlines in seconds and we can make 
our voices heard through alternative 
media channels. While these technological 
advances translate into many benefits, 
they also create significant challenges 
and asymmetric threats. This process also 
creates major changes in our conceptions, 
perspectives and perceptions. Every day, 
we are introduced to new concepts which 
did not exist or were not necessary before 
and face asymmetric threats. We live in 
an era where perceptions replace facts, 
digital wars become more destructive 

than conventional warfare, and the line 
between fiction and reality is blurred even 
further with each passing day. What can 
we do in the face of all that? Obviously, we 
cannot rewind history and ignore what 
has been happening. Our job is to try to 
manage these developments on the basis 
of our values and principles. As politicians, 
leaders, academics and students, we must 
develop methods to help us cope with this 
new reality and new world so that we can 
use them to our own advantage. We have 
to do this not only for our nation and our 
country, but also for your future and for 
future generations. 

Every step we take as Turkey is based on this 
understanding as we determine our future 
direction in light of these developments. 
We are trying to build our future by 
drawing strength from our history and 
by studying lessons learned. We try to 
increase the number of our achievements, 
broaden the impact of our victories and 
correct the mistakes made previously. 
Praise be to Allah, we have come a long way 
in the last 17 years. We achieved progress 
in many areas including politics, trade, 
education, health, technology and defense. 
The well-respected Turkish passport and 
our regional and global weight are, no 
doubt, the outcome of the steps we have 
taken recently. Our call for “The world is 
bigger than 5” is another testament to our 
well-deserved self-confidence based on our 
achievements. It is thanks to our success 
during our tenure in government that 
Turkey speaks up against injustice and 
unfairness around the world. It is thanks 

to Turkey’s economic and diplomatic 
victories that we embrace the Palestinian 
cause, lend a helping hand to Africa and 
look out for our brothers and sisters in 
Central Asia and the Balkans. We speak not 
only for ourselves but also for our friends, 
brothers and sisters on all platforms 
including at the United Nations, G-20, 
NATO and other international cooperation 
platforms. God willing, we will always 
maintain this honorable stance on behalf 
of our friends and for our own country. 

Dear Friends, 

I find it useful to remind our international 
students that you are in a great country 
that has been opening its heart and doors 
to the oppressed and victims throughout 
its history regardless of their religion, 
language, color and cultural background. 
You are here as the guests of a nation 
that has been fighting for justice, peace, 
prosperity and welfare of humanity for 
centuries. 

Looking back on this great history of 
victories and defeats alike, we prefer to 
draw lessons for our future instead of 
encouraging hostility or boasting about 
our victories. Despite many a suffering, 
persecution and betrayal in our history, we 
have never fallen into the pit of revenge, 
hatred, discrimination, marginalization 
or contempt. Revenge has never been our 
motivation while protecting our homeland, 
fighting terrorism abroad and reacting to 
persecution around the world. All we want 
is justice. We want to ensure the rights, 

freedoms, security and welfare of our own 
citizens as well as our brothers and sisters 
around the globe. 

We will never fall into the trap that bloody-
handed terrorist organizations such as 
Daesh, PKK, Neo-Nazis or FETO - which 
did not shy away from shooting at our 
citizens - try to drag us and the Islamic 
world into. They are all different faces of 
the same coin and parasites feeding on the 
same swamp. We never used violence as a 
systematic method for struggle. We never 
resorted to illegitimate methods since we 
have legitimate grounds, legitimate means, 
democratic and diplomatic methods and 
the ballot box. God willing, we will maintain 
this principled stance in the future. We will 
not abandon legal, democratic, moral and 
legitimate platforms in our fight against 
the injustices we face.

Education is the most effective 
way to break the invisible chains 
of modern slavery

Inspired by our ancient history, we see 
education as the most effective way to break 
the invisible chains of modern slavery. With 
this understanding, we made education 
our top priority both for our country and 
for our brothers and sisters. The reason why 
our country is investing in education is not 
because it has an abundance of resources. 
It is because we think that education is the 
only tool to achieve political and economic 
independence and prosperity. I kindly ask 
you to remain loyal to these values all your 
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life as the opinion leaders and role models 
that I believe you will become in your 
home countries.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like 
to congratulate all international students 
who are graduating this year. I wish you 
every success in your lives. Please convey 
the warm greetings of my nation and 
myself to our brothers and sisters when 
you return to your home countries. 

I would like to extend my gratitude to 
everyone who contributed to the success 
of Türkiye Scholarships. I would like to 
thank the Presidency for Turks Abroad 
and Related Communities and our 
professors who share their knowledge and 
experience with international students in 
our universities.

I greet all of you with love and respect. All 
the best.

Distinguished Ambassadors, Esteemed 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to convey my sincere greetings 
and regards. I am pleased to welcome 
you to the Presidential Complex, home 
of the nation and a battle-scarred venue, 
on the occasion of the 11th Ambassadors 
Conference. I would especially like 

to thank our foreign guests for their 
contributions. We are delighted to host 
them in our country on the occasion of 
such a meaningful and important event.

Now a tradition, the Ambassadors 
Conference offers a broad opportunity 
for consultation for the foreign service as 
well as other institutions. This conference 

If The European Union Wants 
To Be A Global Actor, They Must 

First Win Over Turkey

11th Ambassadors Conference | Ankara | August 6, 2019



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5” September 2014 - December 2019Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

419418

gives us an opportunity to take stock of the 
past year as well as to assess global issues 
and our foreign policy priorities. In this 
context, we have been exchanging ideas 
about many important topics with the 
contributions of our distinguished guests 
and I have made every effort to meet you 
during my tenure both as Prime Minister 
and President.

The theme of this year’s Ambassadors 
Conference is “Strong Diplomacy on the 
Ground and at the Negotiating Table”. I find 
the title of the conference very relevant 
in terms of taking stock and highlighting 
the current focus of Turkish foreign 
policy. Samsun is hosting the conference 
together with Ankara to commemorate 
the centenary of the beginning of our War 
of Independence. I pray to Allah that our 
meeting will be beneficial for our country, 
our nation, and the people of all friendly 
and brotherly countries. I would like to 
thank the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, our 
distinguished minister and his team for 
organizing this annual conference.

Dear Friends,

The world is going through a time of major 
diplomatic transformation in addition 
to technological innovations. It is no 
longer possible to make an assessment 
about the present by using the patterns 
of old and the dynamics from 20 or 30 
years ago. States, along with individuals, 
companies and societies must capture the 
spirit of the times and determine their 
policies accordingly. The hallmark of the 

new era is undoubtedly the evolution of 
the international system towards a multi-
centered structure. This shift increases 
unpredictability and creates new risks 
for decision-makers. In light of current 
political and economic vulnerabilities, 
one could say that we no longer have a 
system, but that we face the consequences 
of “the lack of a system”. We observe signs 
of this emerging situation in many areas 
such as irregular immigration, terrorism, 
Islamophobia, rising cultural racism in 
Western societies and xenophobia as well 
as in the opposition to refugees. I consider 
trade wars that increasingly occupy the 
international agenda also as an echo of 
“this lack of a system”.

Those without a conscience 
have no reference, direction or 
consistency 

The rules we are accustomed to are shelved 
for the sake of short-term gains and, 
unfortunately, not replaced by better, more 
inclusive or effective ones. Organizations 
tasked with ensuring global security and 
stability can no longer meet expectations. 
The international community is gradually 
losing its ability to develop long-lasting 
solutions to issues such as security concerns 
and terrorism that threaten its future, and 
is unable to address fundamental problems 
like famine, instability and global warming. 

Two billion people live in poverty even 
as we discuss digitalization, artificial 
intelligence, economic growth and obesity. 

While American politicians discuss the 
fight against obesity and food waste, 
politicians in Somalia, Haiti and Guinea 
are trying to find solutions to the poverty, 
destitution and despair that claim the lives 
of their citizens. Something is not right if 
the wealth of the 60 richest people in the 
world is equivalent to that of half of the 
global population, some 3.6 billion people. 
Something is not right if luxury, opulence 
and wastefulness dominate one part of the 
world while nearly a billion people go to bed 
hungry most nights. Something is not right 
if the double standards in favor of terrorist 
organizations are not eliminated but run 
rampant and terrorist leaders are being 
hosted in presidential palaces. Something 
is definitely not right if children continue 
to die in Syria, Myanmar, Libya and Yemen.

Global security and peace cannot be 
achieved unless people are valued first and 
foremost as human beings. Clearly, no one 
has the luxury to say “I do not care about 
others” in an era where communication 
has become ubiquitous, distances have no 
significance and the world has become a 
global village.

Distinguished Ambassadors,

Those without a conscience have no 
morals or values, or any reference, 
direction or consistency. Under the 
current circumstances, we must adopt a 
conscientious view of events and develop 
rational policies. An “initiative-taking and 

humanitarian foreign policy” approach 
which constitutes the foundation of 
Turkish diplomacy was developed to 
address this situation. The leader of our 
republic Ghazi Mustafa Kemal’s wish for 
“peace at home, peace in the world” can 
only be realized with an initiative-taking, 
proactive and brave vision of foreign 
policy. That is because peace is costlier 
than war; it requires more patience, more 
effort and a mountain of hard work. 
Preserving peace requires a difficult 
and long term struggle. In this context, 
we have always chosen the hard way as 
opposed to the easy way. We must be a 
global actor determining the direction of 
events and issues instead of being a mere 
spectator. Turkey must take initiative not 
only for its own future, but also for peace 
and security in its region. Recent events in 
Syria indicate that “we cannot have a seat 
at the table unless we are on the ground”. 
We will definitely defend our national 
interests through dialogue, elements of 
soft power, means of ‘coercive diplomacy’ 
and the use of actual force when needed.

Our foreign service and distinguished 
ambassadors play a key role in 
implementing our foreign policy both 
in the field and at the negotiating table. 
Today, Turkish foreign service is one of 
the five largest diplomatic and consular 
networks in the world with 243 diplomatic 
missions. Institutions such as TİKA, the 
Yunus Emre Institute, the Turkey Maarif 
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Foundation, Presidency for Turks Abroad 
and Related Communities and the Red 
Crescent are your biggest supporters in 
the field. 

Our centuries-old tradition of diplomacy 
will continue to guide our foreign policy 
even as we are surrounded by a ring of fire. 
You are all well aware of the importance of 
security policies. We consider our NATO 
membership spanning more than 60 ye-
ars to be the cornerstone of Euro-Atlantic 
defense and the main pillar of our secu-
rity policy. The indivisibility of security, 
solidarity with the Alliance and fair risk 
and burden-sharing are at the core of our 
perspective with respect to NATO. In this 
context, we expect our NATO ally and stra-
tegic partner, the United States, to take ne-
cessary steps in a way that befits a true ally. 

We have been engaging with these insti-
tutions in order to develop our relations 
further. We have done more than our part 
and always insisted on engagement and di-
alogue. On the other hand, Turkey has the 
right to eliminate any threat to its survival 
as a nation, whether with or without its alli-
es. Putting an end to the terror quagmire in 
northern Syria is our country’s top priority. 
Turkey will not be safe until the cancerous 
organization which is supported with he-
avy weaponry by our allies is eliminated. If 
we do not act today, God forbid, we might 
have to pay a heavier price tomorrow.

Turkey’s security is vital for the 
security of NATO and our entire 
region

I hope that we will take the process we 
began with the Euphrates Shield and Olive 
Branch Operations to another level very 
soon. We will establish a peace corridor 
where our Syrian brothers will live in peace, 
prosperity and safety. We hope that this 
step will alleviate the pressure of irregular 
migration originating from Syria both for 
our country and for Europe. We also aim 
to accelerate the return of Syrian refugees 
who have longed for their homeland for 
the past 8 years.

Dear Friends,

I would like to underline that Turkey’s 
security is vital for the security of NATO 
and our entire region. There is no concrete 
evidence which suggests that the S-400s 
will harm NATO or F-35s. In fact, many 
NATO and EU member states have 
previously purchased similar air defense 
systems from Russia. We do not see any 
goodwill in making an issue out of this 
situation in the case of Turkey, especially 
when such matters were never a problem 
in the case of other countries. Above all, it is 
absolutely misguided to question Turkey’s 
relations with the West over the S-400s. 
On the issue of S-400s, Turkey made not a 
“strategic” but a completely “commercial” 
choice regarding its security. It was the 
uncompromising attitude of our allies that 
forced our country into this decision.

From the very beginning, we made every 
effort to resolve this issue by agreement, 
including offering to have a joint commit-
tee. However, our efforts were either stalled 
or buried in red tape. President Trump’s 
statement at the G-20 Osaka Summit abo-
ut “Turkey not having been treated fairly” 
is a confirmation of this fact at the highest 
level. I believe that President Trump will 
maintain this sound position and will not 
allow S-400s to take Turkish-American re-
lations hostage. We also expect to see clear 
steps taken by the United States with res-
pect to the extradition of the ringleaders of 
FETO and a cessation of the efforts to arm 
the PKK/YPG terrorist organization.

I would also like to express that we remain 
committed to our goal of full membership 
to the European Union. If the European Uni-
on wants to become a global player, it must 
first win over Turkey. Turkey’s membership 
should not be sacrificed to the ambitions of 
a few countries. Despite all, we continue to 
seek full membership with a positive agen-
da as we did for the past half-century. We 
want to provide the convenience our people 
deserve by quickly meeting the remaining 
six criteria for Visa Liberalization. In this 
context, our Judicial Reform Strategy will 
also be a very important step. I believe that 
the Parliament will take necessary steps re-
garding the judicial reform packages when 
the new legislative term begins.

We expect the European Union to start ne-
gotiations for the updating of the Customs 
Union and to remove political obstacles re-
garding the opening of the chapters for ne-

gotiation. We also place great importance 
on the fulfilment of the promises made to 
our country regarding Syrian refugees. So 
far, none have been fulfilled.

Distinguished Ambassadors,

We are in close cooperation with Russia 
on a wide range of issues, including Syria, 
trade, energy, tourism and defense. We are 
nearing the completion of the TurkStream 
project which will transport Russian na-
tural gas to Europe through our country. 
God willing, we will start using the pipeli-
ne by the end of this year. The constructi-
on of the Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant is 
also proceeding as planned. We made sig-
nificant progress towards a lasting soluti-
on in Syria with the Astana Process which 
was conducted with the participation of 
Iran. We prevented a great tragedy in Id-
lib with the Sochi Agreement. The prepa-
rations for the establishment of a Consti-
tutional Committee are almost complete. 
God willing, we will soon hear good news 
on this subject.

We also place special emphasis on the 
peace, welfare and security of our neigh-
bor, Iraq. We have proven that we are lo-
yal friends to the Iraqi people by standing 
with them even in the worst of times. We 
clearly demonstrated the importance we 
attach to the territorial integrity and sta-
bility of Iraq, not only in words but also 
with our actions.
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We will root out the PKK scourge 
from Iraqi territory

We express the challenges faced by our 
Turkmen brothers on every occasion. I 
send my greetings to the Turkmens in Iraq 
and assure them that Turkey will, as al-
ways, stand with them. We will reopen our 
Consulates in Mosul and Basra soon. We 
conveyed our request to open Consulates 
in Kirkuk and Najaf to the Iraqi authorities.

Our colleague Osman Köse who was wor-
king in the Erbil Consulate was martyred 
in a heinous attack. I pray that Allah will 
have mercy on him and offer my condo-
lences to his family, colleagues and his lo-
ved ones. We did not let the death of our 
martyr go unavenged thanks to the efforts 
of our intelligence unit, the Iraqi central 
administration and the Northern Iraq Re-
gional Administration. We either caught 
or eliminated all of the perpetrators of this 
terrorist act with a successful operation. 
We are determined to root out the scour-
ge of PKK from Iraqi territory. Operation 
Claw in Northern Iraq continues to be suc-
cessfully conducted in line with our goals. 
We share similar views with the Iraqi and 
Iranian governments regarding the fight 
against terrorism.

The policy of “maximum pressure” on Iran 
harms the economies of Turkey and other 
countries in the region. So far, unilateral 
sanctions have had no effect other than 
punishing civilians. We believe that sanc-
tions will not work in Iran and that prob-
lems will only be solved through dialogue. 

The Palestinian issue remains the blee-
ding wound in our region. Moreover, the 
issue is further fueled by unilateral ac-
tions. Recently, the vision of a two-state 
solution which is the only guarantee for 
lasting peace in the region has been un-
der unprecedented threat. In addition to 
Israel’s policy of unlawful occupation, 
persecution and destruction, interventi-
ons by some external actors undermine 
the hopes for peace. The establishment 
and recognition of an independent and 
sovereign Palestinian State based on 1967 
borders with East Jerusalem as its capital 
is no longer a “choice”, but an obligation. 
No plan that ignores the inalienable rights 
of the Palestinians will be accepted by the 
international public opinion. Turkey will 
continue to stand up for a fair and just so-
lution regarding the Palestinian issue. We 
will never leave Jerusalem, our first Qib-
la, at the mercy of invaders.

The stability of the Eastern Mediterranean 
is undoubtedly important in the context 
of the security of the Middle East, North 
Africa and Europe. Stability in Cyprus 
and the Eastern Mediterranean is possib-
le only if the rights and interests of Tur-
key and the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus are protected. We cannot remain 
indifferent to the attempts carried out in 
this region under the guise of “drilling” 
which amount to “extortion” and “sabota-
ge”. We are determined to protect the legi-
timate rights of both our country and the 
rights of Turkish Cypriots.

We are fortifying our ties with the Turkic 
World. We will celebrate the 10th anniver-
sary of the Turkic Council in October in 
Azerbaijan. 

The momentum in our relations with Af-
rica continues to grow stronger. We will 
determine the roadmap for the coming ye-
ars at the Third Turkey-Africa Partnership 
Summit which will be held in 2020 in our 
country. 

We are achieving our goals in the Action 
Plan for Latin America and the Caribbean 
one by one.

The importance and weight of Southeast 
Asia and the Pacific region in our foreign 
policy grow every day. We are planning to 
implement an outreach policy for the Asi-
an region called “Asia Anew”. 

Similarly, we are closely monitoring the 
recent worrying events in Kashmir. Yes-
terday I had a phone call with the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan. We will 
try to reduce tensions by talking to Prime 
Minister Modi of India as well.

We will continue to support stability and 
prosperity in the Balkans as well as their 
process of integration to Euro-Atlantic ins-
titutions.

You must protect the Turkish 
communities wherever you serve

Dear Friends,

The attacks in New Zealand and Sri Lanka 
this year clearly demonstrate the reach of 

terrorism and radicalism. Likewise, the at-
rocious acts that took place in the United 
States yesterday and the day before expo-
sed the bloody face of racist terror to the 
whole world. The misconception of sorting 
out terrorists according to their color, ide-
ology or ethnic identity should be abando-
ned. Neither the Breivik Massacre in 2011 
which claimed the lives of 77 people nor 
the Christchurch savagery where 52 brot-
hers and sisters were martyred spurred 
awareness with respect to the Neo-Nazi 
threat. We must fight against the PYD/
YPG, FETO or the Neo-Nazi terrorist orga-
nizations in the same way as we fight aga-
inst Daesh. 

Citizens of our country lost their lives in 
racist murders that took place in Solingen 
and NSU. Today, more than six million of 
our people live abroad. We receive news 
of attacks on the workplaces, masjids and 
the homes of our citizens in Europe al-
most every day. Defending the rights and 
fair treatment of our people abroad is the 
most important duty you have as the rep-
resentatives of our government. We must 
make every effort to prevent racist attacks 
and find the perpetrators. As with the NSU 
murders, we must not allow anyone to tri-
vialize such racist acts by calling them na-
mes like “the kebab murders”. 

It is very important for Turkish communi-
ties to participate, as equal citizens, in the 
political, social and economic life of the 
countries they reside in while preserving 
their native language, religion and culture; 
it is important to be “integrated” without 
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being “assimilated”. I want you to protect 
the Turkish communities in the countries 
you serve, to deal with their problems and 
make them feel that they are truly the ci-
tizens of the Republic of Turkey. You need 
to strengthen your communication with 
Muslim minorities, our kin and all groups 
that feel an affinity towards our country.

I expect to see your efforts for the manifes-
tation of justice in the case of the elected 
President of Egypt President Mursi who 
died in the courtroom before the eyes of 
the world and for the case of journalist Ja-
mal Khashoggi. We cannot live in a world 
which watched Mursi struggle for 25 mi-
nutes in front of the judges as he died in 
agony. Those who prevented his wife from 
going to his burial must not have received 
their share of humanity. These two events 
are a litmus test for the international com-
munity. The conscience of the people will 
not be satisfied until the mystery surroun-
ding Mursi’s martyrdom is solved and tho-
se responsible for the Khashoggi murder 
are brought to justice. It is not our inten-
tion to make enemies or create animosity 
on account of these matters. Our position 
rests clearly on principles; we believe in Al-
lah, justice and righteousness. I expect our 
distinguished ambassadors to base their 
actions on a vision and perspective built 
upon these values.

We will take steps to make our country the 
center of important gatherings, conversati-
ons, discussions and the focus of new ideas 
in the coming years for the global political 
and economic circles. Your efforts will of 
course be critical in this process. The de-
dicated efforts of our diplomats opened 
new horizons for our country in the last 
17 years. Turkish foreign policy has grown 
stronger and more reputable. Our joint ef-
forts combined with the efforts of the bu-
siness community led to record-breaking 
levels of exports in the history of our Re-
public. God willing, we will continue to bu-
ild on this momentum. We will definitely 
achieve the dreams and goals of Turkey.

With these thoughts, I would like to conc-
lude my words. I hope that the 11th Am-
bassadors Conference will serve the best 
interests of our country. As the representa-
tives of our State and the President abroad, 
I believe that you will overcome every obs-
tacle both in the field and at the table with 
your experience, competence, dedication 
and sense of duty. I kindly request that you 
convey the message of sincere friendship 
and brotherhood to the countries where 
you serve and their people.

I wish you success in your work. May the 
mercy and blessings of Allah be upon us 
all. All the best.

Distinguished President, Esteemed Heads 
of State and Government, Distinguished 
Secretary General, Distinguished Delegates, 

I greet you with respect on behalf of myself 
and my country. I would like to thank Ma-
dam Espinosa for her excellent work in the 
last year. I would also like to congratulate 

Mr. Muhammad-Bande who took over the 
Presidency of the General Assembly. I hope 
that the General Assembly meeting will be 
beneficial for the world and for humanity.

Esteemed Delegates,

Our world faces many problems and chal-
lenges caused by injustice on a global sca-

What Good Is The United 
Nations If It Cannot Prevent

The Israeli Occupiers?

74th Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations
New York, USA | September 24, 2019
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le. Rumi, the great scholar of our civiliza-
tion, defines justice as “distributing rights 
and duties equally and giving everybody 
their due”. It is evident that neither rights 
nor responsibilities are distributed as they 
should in the world today. Injustice crea-
tes instability, power struggles, crises and 
waste. The institution we are gathered in 
today was established after World War II 
to eliminate injustice. However, the inter-
national community is losing its ability to 
develop long-lasting solutions to problems 
such as terrorism, famine, poverty and cli-
mate change that threaten its future.

I find the theme “Galvanizing Multilateral 
Efforts for Poverty Eradication, Quality 
Education, Climate Action and Inclusi-
on” for this year’s General Assembly very 
appropriate. However, it is even more im-
portant to talk about what we can do to-
gether. It is unacceptable for some parts 
of the world to live in prosperity and lu-
xury while poverty, famine and ignorance 
run rampant elsewhere. It is tragic to note 
that more than two billion people live in 
poverty and nearly one billion below the 
threshold for hunger, while a fortunate mi-
nority discusses digital technology, robots, 
artificial intelligence and obesity. We can-
not ignore the fact that none of us will be 
safe unless all of us are safe. 

For many years now, I have been stating 
from this rostrum that the fate of humanity 
cannot be left in the hands of only a few 
countries. Today, I would like to reiterate 
that “The world Is bigger than 5”. It is high 
time that we changed our thinking, insti-

tutions and rules. The inequality between 
nuclear and non-nuclear countries alone 
is sufficient to undermine global balances. 
The fact that weapons of mass destruction 
with nuclear capability are, instead of be-
ing eliminated, used as leverage in every 
crisis should be a cause for concern for us 
all. Such power should either be forbidden 
or permissible for all. Come, let us find a 
fair solution to this problem to ensure a pe-
aceful future for all mankind. 

None of us can remain indifferent to the-
se problems when 13 people die from air 
pollution every minute and global war-
ming threatens our future. We must first 
enhance the potential and effectiveness of 
the United Nations. We must immediately 
implement deep-rooted reforms, especially 
in the Security Council, that are fair and 
equitable.

The world forgot Baby Aylan 
very quickly 

Turkey makes every effort to find just 
solutions to problems by embracing the 
world and humanity with its initiative-
taking and humanitarian vision in foreign 
policy. Therefore, it is no wonder that 
Turkey is distinguished as “the most 
generous donor of humanitarian aid” and 
“the state that hosts the highest number 
of displaced people”. Another concrete 
example of this policy is the Third African 
Union-Turkey Partnership Summit which 
will be held in our country in 2020. I invite 
all countries in this hall to support our 

policies and initiatives which are based on 
justice, moral imperatives and conscience. 

Esteemed Delegates,

Syria has become a symbol of global 
injustice and an issue that sears the 
conscience of mankind. The regime, 
terrorist organizations and the powers 
that support these organizations have been 
aggravating the crisis in this country since 
2011. It is time to end the Syrian crisis 
which led to the deaths of approximately 
one million people and the displacement 
of over 12 million, half of whom became 
refugees in other countries. 

Turkey stands to suffer most from the 
Daesh threat. This organization has 
targeted not only our borders, but also our 
cities with suicide bombers who claimed 
the lives of hundreds of our citizens. It was 
Turkey that dealt the first and most serious 
blow to Daesh in Syria. We neutralized 
approximately 3,500 Daesh members with 
Operation Euphrates Shield and triggered 
the collapse of the organization in Syria. 
We also lead efforts to identify terrorists 
from all over the world who aim to join 
Daesh; we either bar their entry to our 
country or deport them. 

On the other hand, Turkey currently 
ranks highest in terms of per capita 
humanitarian aid. We host five million 
refugees who fled from conflict, famine 
and persecution. In other words, Turkey 
hosts more refugees than the population of 
any one of 29 states in the United States. 

3 million 650 thousand of the refugees in 
our country come from our neighbor Syria. 
As a result, the number of Syrian refugees 
we host equals half the population of New 
York City. We spent 40 billion dollars on 
refugees in the last eight years. However, 
did Turkey receive anything? The support 
we received from the European Union 
is 3 billion euros so far, but this was not 
contributed to our national budget. 

365 thousand refugees in our country have 
returned to the safe zones we established 
in Syria. Nearly half of the Syrian refugees 
are under the age of 18. The number of 
Syrian children born in our country is 
approaching 500 thousand. We provide 
shelter as well as other services including 
education and healthcare to the refugees. 

The world quickly forgot about the millions 
of innocent people whose journey for 
survival ended either in the dark waters 
of the Mediterranean Sea or at the wire 
fences erected along borders. They quickly 
forgot about Baby Aylan whose picture 
I hold in my hand. Never forget that the 
same may happen to you one day because 
Baby Aylan does not represent one person, 
but thousands or even millions… We must 
take measures against such tragedies. We 
saved 32 thousand irregular migrants 
from drowning at sea in just the first eight 
months of this year. We also sent back 58 
thousand non-Syrian irregular migrants to 
their countries in the first eight months. 

Even so, Turkey hosts five million victims of 
conflict in its territory including refugees 
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from other regions. Unfortunately, we were 
left on our own in our selfless efforts to help 
refugees. No returns have taken place to 
the regions controlled by the regime, PKK/
YPG or Daesh in Syria. The only places 
where the return of refugees was possible 
are the safe zones created by Turkey.

One to two million refugees may 
be settled in the safe zone

There are three important issues we must 
carefully address to solve the humanitarian 
crisis in Syria. 

The first is the effective and efficient ope-
ration of the Constitutional Committee, 
which we consider to be a critical process in 
the establishment of the territorial integrity 
and political unity of Syria. We made signi-
ficant progress on this subject together with 
Russia and Iran as a result of the decisions 
we took at the Ankara Summit earlier last 
week. The territorial integrity of Syria will 
be assured once a permanent political solu-
tion is found.

The second important issue is to prevent 
possible massacres in Idlib and the consequ-
ent wave of migration which could impact 
almost 4 million people. The agreement we 
reached with Russia on this issue in Soc-
hi remains in force despite some setbacks. 
Turkey has neither the desire nor the capa-
city to receive another wave of immigrants. 
Therefore, we look forward to the support 
of all countries to Turkey’s efforts for estab-
lishing security and stability in Idlib. 

The third important issue is the eliminati-
on of the PKK/YPG terrorist organization 
to the east of the Euphrates. This organiza-
tion occupies a quarter of Syrian territory 
and is legitimized as the so-called Syrian 
Democratic Forces. A long-lasting solution 
in Syria cannot be found until all terrorist 
organizations are treated equally. 

Our discussions with the United States re-
garding the creation of a safe zone are on-
going. Our intention is to initially establish 
a Peace Corridor which is 30 kilometers 
deep and 480 kilometers long, and to en-
sure the settlement of two million Syrians 
here with the support of the international 
community. The line you see in the pictu-
re is our border and below that line is the 
area of the safe zone. We can easily settle 
one to two million migrants and refugees 
here once the safe zone is established. We 
can move refugees from tent cities and 
container camps to the safe zone with the 
combined efforts of the United States, the 
coalition forces, Russia and Iran. Coopera-
tion is essential on this matter. This is not 
something Turkey can handle alone. We 
can return as many as three million Syri-
ans from Turkey, Europe and other parts of 
the world to their homeland if we stretch 
the depth of this zone as far as the Deir ez-
Zor and Raqqa line. 

Turkey is making preparations in this res-
pect and we are determined to undertake 
this effort. We are planning to hold an in-
ternational conference within this frame-
work, led by our country and with the par-
ticipation of Lebanon, Iraq and Jordan. We 

also place great importance on the success 
of the Global Refugee Forum which will be 
co-chaired by Turkey in Geneva in Decem-
ber. We believe that the United Nations can 
organize a donors conference to support 
the return to the safe zones. We must also 
ensure the effective implementation of the 
Global Compact for Migration and the Glo-
bal Compact on Refugees adopted by the 
United Nations last year. 

Establishing stability and security in a fair 
and equitable manner in Syria will also 
help neighboring Iraq overcome the thre-
ats emanating from Daesh and the PKK. 
From the rostrum at the United Nations 
General Assembly, I call on the world to 
take initiative in order to put an end to 
this humanitarian crisis and support our 
efforts. 

Esteemed Delegates,

In addition to the human tragedies caused 
by the Syrian crisis, the Mediterranean ba-
sin faces other problems resulting from the 
developments in the Eastern Mediterrane-
an. The Cyprus issue remains unsolved des-
pite negotiations spanning more than 50 
years, mainly due to the uncompromising 
attitude of the Greek Cypriots. The Greek 
Cypriots are insistent on a policy that is 
not fair and equitable by refusing to share 
any political power or prosperity with the 
Turkish Cypriots. On the other hand, Tur-
key has deep-rooted historical and cultu-
ral ties with the Turkish Cypriots and is a 
guarantor based on international treaties. 
In this context, claiming that the Cyprus 

problem can be solved with “zero security, 
zero guarantees” is ill-intentioned. Turkey 
will continue to make every effort to find 
a solution that guarantees the security and 
rights of the Turkish Cypriots.

I ask from this rostrum at the 
United Nations: what are the 
borders of Israel?

On the other hand, we consider the energy 
resources in the Eastern Mediterranean as 
an important opportunity for cooperation 
if we adopt a “win-win” strategy. However, 
certain countries in the region disregard 
our reasonable approach and try to create 
issues and conflict out of energy resources 
with the unilateral steps they take. We will 
defend the legitimate rights and interests 
of both Turkey and the Turkish Cypriots in 
the Eastern Mediterranean. We will always 
be open to proposals that seek cooperation 
and a fair distribution of resources. 

Libya is another critical region in the Medi-
terranean where we are working to ensure 
security and stability as well as the estab-
lishment of a democratic government ba-
sed on the will of the people. The political 
and economic empowerment of Libya will 
be a relief for North Africa and Europe. We 
believe that respecting the will of the Lib-
yan people is essential for a viable solution. 

The interventions in Yemen and Qatar had 
serious humanitarian and economic con-
sequences. Solving the crisis in the region 
which was reignited by the attacks on oil 
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production facilities would be in the best 
interest of us all. 

The judicial process regarding the brutal 
murder of Jamal Khashoggi last year is on-
going. Turkey will continue to monitor the 
developments regarding this incident. The 
first elected president of Egypt, Moham-
med Mursi who died under suspicious cir-
cumstances in a courtroom this year, has 
become a symbol of the dire need for jus-
tice and equality in the region. The agoni-
zing death of an elected president of Egypt 
in a courtroom and the fact that his family 
was not allowed to attend his burial will be 
a bleeding wound. 

We hope that the disputes regarding Iran’s 
activities and threats directed at this co-
untry will be resolved in a rational manner 
as soon as possible. 

Esteemed Delegates,

Today, the Palestinian territories occupied 
by Israel loom large among the injustices 
in the world. Words fail to describe the in-
difference around the world when images 
of an innocent Palestinian woman being 
murdered on the street by Israeli security 
forces do not move people to action. In ad-
dition to such murders, the current Israeli 
administration violates not only interna-
tional law, but also all human values with 
the inhuman blockade of Gaza, illegal sett-
lement activities and attacks on the histo-
rical and legal status of Jerusalem. Turkey 
has a clear position on this issue. The so-
lution is to establish an independent and 

contiguous Palestinian state based on 1967 
borders with East Jerusalem as its capital. 
No other peace plan will be fair, acceptable 
and viable. 

Where is Israel exactly? What territory 
does it cover? What were the borders of 
Israel in 1947, 1949, 1967 and what are 
they now? As you can see on these maps, in 
1947 most of the land belongs to Palestine, 
no Israel. Then in 1947, Palestine shrinks 
and Israel grows with the partition plan. In 
1967, Israel’s territory continues to grow 
larger than in 1949 while Palestinian terri-
tory shrinks. In the present day, almost all 
land belongs to Israel and there is almost 
no Palestine to speak of. Is this enough for 
Israel? No, it is not. Israel is now going after 
the rest of the remaining territory. What 
about the resolutions that the United Nati-
ons Security Council and the United Nati-
ons have passed regarding Israel? Are they 
implemented? No, they are not. Then what 
purpose does the United Nations serve? 
How can justice prevail if we cannot enfor-
ce the decisions we take? This is a problem.

I ask from this rostrum at the United Na-
tions: what are the borders of the state of 
Israel? Are they the 1948 borders, the 1967 
borders or another border? If the Golan 
Heights, the settlements in the West Bank 
and occupied Palestinian territories were 
not within the borders of Israel in the first 
place, how can they usurp these lands befo-
re the eyes of the whole world? Is the aim 
of the “deal of the century” to completely 
eliminate the Palestinian state and its pe-
ople? Are they after bloodshed?

All actors of the international community 
and the United Nations in particular sho-
uld provide concrete support to the Pales-
tinian people instead of empty promises. 
In this respect, it is very important that the 
activities of The United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East are carried out effectively. As 
always, Turkey will continue to stand with 
the Palestinian people.

Racist and Islamophobic 
tendencies are on the rise

An important issue that must be solved to 
ensure justice and peace in the future is the 
conflict in South Caucasus. The occupation 
of Nagorno-Karabakh and the surrounding 
Azeri territory in spite of the resolutions to 
the contrary is unacceptable. 

Another problem that the international 
community cares little about is the 72 year-
old Kashmir conflict. The stability and pros-
perity of South Asia cannot be considered 
separately from the Kashmir issue. At the 
moment, Kashmir is virtually under lock-
down despite the resolutions of the United 
Nations Security Council and the United 
Nations. Unfortunately, eight million peop-
le are unable to leave Kashmir. This issue 
must be solved not by conflict, but in a fair 
and equitable manner in order to ensure 
security for the people of Kashmir along 
with their neighbors in India and Pakistan. 

The world remains indifferent in the face 
of the human tragedy facing Muslim Ro-

hingya as well. The Independent Com-
mission of Inquiry established under the 
United Nations recorded the existence of 
“genocidal intent” behind the events in the 
Arakan province of Myanmar. Turkey will 
continue to take initiative to ensure the 
security and fundamental rights of the Ro-
hingya and carry on with the humanitari-
an relief activities it has undertaken since 
the very first day. 

In Afghanistan, occupation, conflict and 
terrorist activities have been the order of 
the day for nearly 40 years with global ra-
mifications. The time has come for peace 
and security in this ancient region. As the 
international community, we must take 
responsibility and work together on this 
issue as well. 

Esteemed Delegates,

Rising racist, xenophobic, discriminatory 
and Islamophobic tendencies are some of 
the biggest threats to global peace and se-
curity today. Muslims are the biggest vic-
tims of hate speech, insults against sacred 
values and discrimination. The terrorist at-
tack that took place in Christchurch, New 
Zealand last March is the most striking 
example of this situation. Acts of terrorism 
targeting Christians in Sri Lanka or Jews 
in America are just as abominable as the 
attacks against Muslims in New Zealand. 
Many are responsible for converting this 
disease into an epidemic. The list begins 
with populist politicians who seek to gar-
ner votes by provoking such trends and 
groups that normalize hate speech under 
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the pretext of freedom of expression. An-
yone who approaches immigrants, especi-
ally Muslims, with ignorance and prejudi-
ce, and tries to marginalize them paves the 
way for these malignant tendencies. This 
problem can only be overcome through 
our combined will and effort. 

In this context, promoting inclusiveness 
and tolerance in our discourse and taking 
concrete measures as part of our respon-
se are important duties we have as states-
men. The Secretary General announced 
the “Plan of Action to Safeguard Religious 
Sites” prepared by the Alliance of Civili-
zations which was founded as a result of 
Turkey’s initiative. We hope that this plan 
will help raise awareness on this issue. I call 
on the United Nations to declare March 15, 
the day of the Christchurch attack, as “the 
International Day for Solidarity Against Is-
lamophobia”. I also make an appeal to the 
Islamic world to engage in deep introspec-
tion with respect to divisive issues such as 
the Sunni-Shia divide that cause internal 
strife and are exploited to advance politi-
cal interests.

We are willing to assume the 
Presidency of the 75th General 
Assembly

Esteemed Delegates,

Turkey is the successor to the collective he-
ritage of both eastern and western civiliza-
tions due to its location at the center of the 
ancient world. Therefore, we have a duty 

to follow the developments on both sides 
of the world closely, assume responsibility 
and take initiative. We will continue to ful-
fill our responsibilities in the name of hu-
manity because our country is directly and 
indirectly affected by all crises, including 
many that I did not mention here. If the 
United Nations, and the Security Council 
in particular, is reformed in a way that up-
holds justice, moral imperative and consci-
ence, then it will once again become a bea-
con of hope for humanity. Turkey is ready 
to provide any kind of support in this con-
text. With this understanding, we are wil-
ling to assume the Presidency of the 75th 
General Assembly. We nominated Ambas-
sador Volkan Bozkır, former Minister of 
European Union Affairs and the current 
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee of the Grand National Assembly of Tur-
key, for this important task. We are confi-
dent that Mr. Bozkır who is an experienced 
diplomat and politician will successfully 
shoulder this responsibility. I believe that 
you will also offer him your full support. 

We want to make Istanbul, our biggest city, 
which is currently home to the regional 
offices of various United Nations agencies 
into an even bigger global hub for the Uni-
ted Nations. The United Nations Techno-
logy Bank for the Least Developed Count-
ries became operational in the vicinity of 
Istanbul last year. We are also pleased with 
the positive and encouraging reaction to 
the idea of establishing a United Nations 
Youth Center in Istanbul which was a pro-
posal I made from this rostrum last year.  
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The Group of Friends of Mediation, 
which we co-chair, now has 59 members. 
We introduced this initiative at the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation 
in Europe and the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation in addition to the United 
Nations. I believe that it is possible to find 
fair, equitable and morally acceptable 
solutions to every global issue we face. 

I conclude my remarks with the following 
wishes:  

Freedom for All… 

Peace for All… 

Prosperity for All… 

Justice for All… 

A Peaceful and Safe Future for All…

I wish for the success of the 74th General 
Assembly. I greet you all with utmost 
respect on my behalf and on behalf my 
country.

My Dear Brother Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you wholeheartedly. I hope and pray 
to Allah that our meeting will be beneficial.

I would like to start my remarks by 
offering my condolences to the victims of 
the earthquake that occurred in the Azad 
Kashmir region yesterday. I pray that Allah 
will have mercy on those who lost their 

lives and help the recovery of the wounded. 
As Turkey, we are ready to offer any kind of 
help that is needed. 

I would like to thank my dear friend 
Imran Khan for organizing this event. 
Hate speech is frequently used as an 
instrument of Islamophobia, populism, 
racism and xenophobia which are on the 
rise around the globe. Unfortunately, such 
rhetoric is normalized, almost trivialized, 

Muslims Are The Biggest
Victims Of Hate Speech

Roundtable on “Fighting Hate Speech”
New York, USA | September 25, 2019
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every hour of the day on social media, in 
television programs and in the national 
and international speeches of politicians. 
We must never forget that hate speech 
preceded the perpetration of some of the 
biggest crimes against humanity such 
as the Holocaust, Bosnia, Rwanda and 
Myanmar. Nonetheless, the international 
community still has not learned its lesson 
from these painful experiences each of 
which constitute a black mark in history.

The terrorist attack on two mosques in 
Christchurch on March 15, 2019 which 
resulted in the death of 51 Muslims 
reminded the world of the gravity of this 
issue. Undoubtedly, this incident is an 
expression of a deep-rooted animosity, 
obsession and a vicious hatred towards 
Muslims. I pray that Allah will have mercy 
on our martyrs and offer my condolences 
to their families and friends. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the people 
of New Zealand whose actions after the 
terrorist attacks were exemplary.

The terrorist act in Christchurch is neither 
the first nor the last attack targeting 
Muslims and innocent people. Communities 
of Muslims and other religious groups 
have been subjected to violence, bullying 
and massacres before. In 1993, Neo-Nazis 
martyred five of our citizens unscrupulously 
by setting their houses on fire in Solingen. 
In 1994, an Israeli occupier martyred 29 
Muslims and wounded another 125 during 
morning prayers at the Al Khalil Ibrahimi 
Mosque in Al Khalil. In 2011, 77 people on 
the island of Utoya near Oslo were killed by 

a murderer who believed in the supremacy 
of the white race. In 2015, three young 
people were shot and killed by a racist in 
their homes in Chapel Hill. In 2017, six 
Muslims lost their lives in an attack at a 
mosque in Canada.

Hate Speech should never be 
tolerated in the name of free 
speech

Unfortunately, Muslims are the biggest vic-
tims of hate speech, cultural racism, discri-
mination and insults against sacred values. 
Businesses, homes and the places of wors-
hip of Muslims are targeted by racists and 
fascist groups almost every day. Muslim 
women are harassed on the street, in the 
market and at the workplace simply becau-
se they cover their heads. Our country has 
6.5 million citizens who live abroad and 
they are affected by hate speech and attacks. 
Therefore, we cannot remain indifferent to 
this problem. I reiterate my condemnation 
of hate speech that populist politicians and 
the media try to normalize. 

Loopholes in law must be addressed and 
hate speech should never be tolerated in the 
name of freedom of speech. Doubts with 
respect to impunity for hate speech must be 
alleviated. The records and reports of comp-
laints made to the police, the judiciary and 
other relevant authorities, and relevant pro-
cedures must be processed transparently. 
This is how we can prevent various pretexts 
from being used as a cover-up for crimes. 

In the context of the events in Kashmir, how 
can one defend atrocities such as the whip-
ping and beating with machetes of young 
Muslims or their condemnation to death in 
India for simply eating cow meat? For ea-
ting cow meat! Can such a ridiculous men-
tality and treatment be justified? We eat 
cow meat too, are we going to be punished 
as well? Are we to ask for their permission 
first? You cannot possibly expect everyone 
to become a vegetarian. This is not how one 
preaches “freedom of belief” or “freedom of 
thought”. This is not how my faith works, 
even if theirs might operate in this way. Why 
do they not respect my belief when I respect 
theirs? There are people who eat pork in my 
country. We never once asked them, “Why 
are you eating pork?”, nor will we ever do 
so. Why? Because their faith allows it and 
so they are free to eat. It is none of our busi-
ness. However, it is not possible to unders-
tand this other version of freedom of belief. 

The position of India in Kashmir is incomp-
rehensible. Kashmir is now almost like an 
open-air prison. I cannot begin to imagine 
the kinds of bloody acts that will take place 
in the region in the future. 

The Indian Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
their ambassador in our country state that 
they do not agree with Turkey’s position on 
Kashmir. Are they implying that we need to 
ask for advice or permission from the aut-
horities of another country before we deter-
mine our policy with respect to the develop-
ments in that country? Does this practice 
actually exist? It is impossible to accept or 
explain such an approach in global politics.

Dear Friends,

Education is the first step in combatting 
hate speech which feeds on ignorance. All 
state institutions have important duties in 
this regard. Concrete initiatives underta-
ken by states bilaterally as well as by regi-
onal and global international organizations 
must be rendered more effective. The direc-
tor is here... We founded the Alliance of Ci-
vilizations to overcome these problems and 
to resist a clash of civilizations. We said, “If 
the Alliance of Civilizations succeeds, we 
will prevent such things from happening.” 
Right now, the developments in Kashmir 
do not bode well. We must bolster our ini-
tiatives especially at the United Nations, 
the Council of Europe and the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation and adopt a result-
oriented approach. The Secretary General 
launched the Plan of Action to Safeguard 
Religious Sites prepared by the Alliance of 
Civilizations. We support the idea of cre-
ating a database at the United Nations re-
garding hate speech. Furthermore, we re-
commend creating a platform at the United 
Nations where victims of hate speech can 
swiftly file complaints and such complaints 
may be monitored.

Associating Islam with terrorism is 
an immoral slander

Turkey will continue to lead the efforts 
against rising Islamophobia, racism and 
hate speech. During our Presidency of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation Sum-
mit, we conducted important work to pro-
mote cooperation on these issues. 
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As my brother Imran just stated, the West has 
repeatedly insulted our beloved Prophet 
in writing and visually. We patiently sto-
od up to these actions. Furthermore, we 
never once uttered a bad word about the 
Prophets Isa (pbuh), Moses (pbuh) or Da-
vid (pbuh). Like our Prophet, they too are 
holy to us and we respect them. We expect 
the same from the rest of the world. No 
one can defame our religion with phrases 
like “Islamic terror” or “Islamic terrorism”. 
In Arabic, the word Islam comes from the 
word ‘silm’. “Silm” means peace; Islam is a 
religion of peace. Associating a religion of 
peace like Islam with terrorism is immoral, 
it is slander. This is simply unacceptable. 
Every religious group has terrorists among 
them. Can we sully the religion itself beca-
use of a few individuals? Religion is one 
thing and terrorism is another. As in other 
issues, we are fighting against such slander 
and will continue to do so in the future.

After the terrorist attack in New Zealand, 
we took important initiatives at the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation and the 
United Nations. We have to work toget-
her as states, international organizations, 
technology companies, educational insti-
tutions, the media and non-governmental 
organizations to take necessary steps in 
order to eradicate this problem.

In the same way, we are determined to take 
necessary measures in Jammu Kashmir as 
soon as possible in order to protect the rights 
of the Muslims living there and to ensure free 
entry and exit for them.  

In fact, I find the developments in Kashmir si-
milar to what is happening in Palestine right 
now. Are the people in Palestine allowed to le-
ave? No, they need the permission of the State 
of Israel. I would like to end my remarks with 
one final example. I went to Israel as Prime 
Minister. My wife and I had to wait in the car 
for half an hour as we crossed from the Israeli 
side to Palestine. I did not understand why I 
had to wait. I was in Tel Aviv for an official vi-
sit at the time. I was going there from Tel Aviv 
when this incident occurred. I always refer to 
this incident and I will always do so in the fu-
ture. This is the attitude Israel adopts towards 
heads of state and prime ministers. The doors 
are open for whom they like, but shut for the 
others. They preach freedom with words but 
not with deeds. 

As I end my remarks with these thoughts, 
I would like to thank the organizers of this 
event which addresses these fundamental 
issues.

Distinguished Members of the Turkish 
Business Community, Respected 
Ambassadors, Esteemed Representatives 
of non-governmental organizations, Ladies 
and Gentlemen, 

I greet you all wholeheartedly. Welcome 
to Azerbaijan which we consider to be 
our second homeland. I say “welcome”, 

because we feel at home here, not as guests. 
To quote the beautiful verses of the late 
Bakhtiyar Vahabzadeh:

“Same religion, same language,

Same moon, same calendar,

Same love, same destiny

Azerbaijan and Turkey.”

Stronger Turkish World Means 
Stronger Turkish Diaspora

The World Turkish Business Council Meeting
Baku, Azerbaijan | October 14, 2019
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Though we may be two separate states, we 
are the descendants of the same nation. 
This is why we always say, “One Nation, 
Two States.” Like Azerbaijan, we consider 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan 
and Turkmenistan as a homeland. The 
Turkestan region is our ancestral home, our 
motherland. We are a large family of 300 
million who all speak the same language, 
believe in the same religion and share a 
mutual history, culture and civilization. 
I also know that our Kazakh, Kyrgyz, 
Uzbek, Tajik and Turkmen brothers and 
sisters think the same of Turkey and they, 
too, consider our country as their second 
home. God willing, this meeting will 
further strengthen our ties of brotherhood 
and love.

I would like to congratulate the Foreign 
Economic Relations Board of Turkey, the 
Presidency for Turks Abroad and the World 
Turkish Business Council for organizing 
this wonderful meeting. I would also like 
to express my gratitude to our guests, the 
entrepreneurs and respectable directors 
of non-governmental organizations 
who travelled from around the world to 
participate in this meeting. I hope that this 
World Turkish Business Council meeting 
will help strengthen economic and 
commercial relations in the Turkic World.

Dear Friends,

Distinguished Investors,

In today’s world, borders and distances 
have no significance and the world has 

become one giant global village. In parallel 
with globalization, regional cooperation 
is becoming more important in global 
politics and economy. We see that nations 
that share a geography, culture, history 
and language are cooperating on mutual 
platforms and projects more frequently 
than in the past. The 7th Turkic Council 
Summit which will be held tomorrow is the 
most critical cooperation mechanism that 
the Turkic world has implemented in this 
context. The ideal of integration expressed 
by the late Ismail Gaspirali as “unity in 
language, in mind and in business” has 
finally become a reality with the Turkic 
Council a century later. The Council grows 
even stronger with the recent addition 
of Uzbekistan as a full member. Having 
Hungary join the Turkic Council as an 
observer is also a significant achievement 
for the future of our organization. I believe 
the Turkic Council, which celebrates its 
10th anniversary this year, will further 
reinforce its key position with the full 
membership of Turkmenistan. Our desire 
and aim is to establish a strong, far-
reaching and inclusive body that leaves 
none of our brothers or kin out. Only then 
can the Turkic World with a population of 
300 million fully realize its extraordinary 
potential.

We have already made great progress in 
utilizing this potential compared to 15 or 20 
years ago. However, any project not driven 
by the business community is doomed to 
fall short or fail altogether. That is because 
our businessmen are the Alperens of 
our commercial and economic relations. 

Political and cultural relations cannot 
survive crises and shocks unless they are 
supported by commercial cooperation. 
Thus, we place great importance on any 
effort that brings our businessmen and the 
Turkish business community together. We 
are removing obstacles for bilateral trade 
and shortening the distance between our 
countries through joint transportation 
projects. Increasing your competitive 
strength will continue to be one of our 
priorities in the future.

We are doing our best to 
strengthen the Turkish diaspora

Dear Brothers,

People of the Turkic World migrate 
to other Turkic countries as well as to 
various countries in America and Europe. 
Thousands of people migrate to other 
countries each year for work, education 
or to build a better future for themselves 
and their children. Turkey sent many of 
its citizens abroad as workers since the 
1960s. Recently, Turkey also became a 
destination receiving a significant number 
of immigrants from the neighboring 
regions. Currently, 6.5 million Turkish 
citizens live in hundreds of countries 
around the world, especially in Europe. 
More than 20 million people of Turkic 
origin are estimated to live in North Africa 
and the Middle East. We have brothers 
and sisters who remained in places like 
Western Thrace and Eastern Europe more 
than one century ago. We have millions 

of brothers from other Turkic Republics 
who live away from their homeland. In 
other words, we have a diaspora. As my 
dear friend Ilham Aliyev said, “A nation 
cannot have two diasporas.” We consider 
all our Kazakh, Uzbek, Turkmen, Azeri, 
Kyrgyz, Tatar, Circassian, Ahiska and 
Chechen brothers as natural members of 
the Turkish Diaspora.

Most of our people who moved abroad 
temporarily to provide for their families 
ended up settling in those countries over 
time. They never broke their ties with 
their homeland even as they started 
planning their future in their adopted 
countries. Our people living abroad 
include not just workers but also doctors, 
politicians, academics, ministers and 
even mayors who were elected to run 
their cities. Additionally, the number of 
Turkish entrepreneurs moving abroad 
to establish businesses and to invest and 
engage in trade is steadily increasing. We 
are immensely proud of the achievements 
of our brothers and sisters who overcame 
impossible hurdles for success.

Turkey is doing its best to further empo-
wer the Turkish diaspora. To that end, we 
established the Presidency for Turks Abro-
ad and Related Communities. The World 
Turkish Business Council is another im-
portant project aiming to vitalize the eco-
nomic and commercial potential of the 
Turkish diaspora at the highest level. It is 
clear that an economically advanced Tur-
kic community with a strong presence in 
their host country can contribute more to 
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their motherland. The World Turkish Bu-
siness Council is a meeting point and re-
ference for all Turks living abroad regard-
less of their country and origin. This roof 
embraces and welcomes everyone, and 
devotion to one’s nation is highly valued. 
We consider the World Turkish Business 
Council not as a competitor to other as-
sociations and foundations, but as a plat-
form that supports them and contributes 
to their efforts. I invite all entrepreneurs 
living abroad to become members of the 
World Turkish Business Council. I kindly 
ask the World Turkish Business Council 
administration and its President to reach 
out to Turks wherever they live and es-
tablish a presence in their countries, even 
with only one representative. 

We must not forget that so long as the pe-
ople of Turkey and Azerbaijan are guided 
by the principle of “One Nation, Two Sta-
tes”, they will face no obstacle too great to 
overcome no matter which country they 
go to. The stronger Turkey and Azerbaijan 
are, stronger our brothers and sisters li-
ving abroad will be. Likewise, Turkish di-
aspora will gain strength and look to the 
future with confidence only if the Turkic 
world grows stronger. We must continue 
working together without letting our dif-
ferences overpower our similarities and 
mutual interests. We need to look for ways 
to strengthen our cooperation in all areas 
such as with civil society, universities, bu-
sinesses and culturally.

Dear Friends,

Terrorism is the main threat against 
the peace and security of humanity. No 
country in the world is free from the 
danger of terrorism today, no matter how 
developed it is. However, our country is 
more exposed to the threat of terrorism 
than others due to its geographical 
location. Turkey has been fighting against 
separatist terrorism for the past 35 years. 
Turkey has been targeted by some of the 
most vicious terrorist organizations in the 
world such as Daesh, FETO, PKK and Al 
Qaeda, and has lost tens of thousands of 
its citizens in terrorist attacks. Therefore, 
our nation is no stranger to the pain 
caused by terrorism. 

We experienced many events in our 
35-year-long fight against terrorism. We 
witnessed political brinkmanship by 
countries whom we considered as friends 
and allies. However, we were never treated 
to such double standards and hypocrisy 
as in the Syrian crisis in all our years of 
fighting against terrorism. We observed 
the empowerment of a genocidal and 
brutal terrorist organization under the 
pretext of fighting Daesh and how this 
organization was armed with 30 thousand 
truckloads of weapons and ammunition. 
We witnessed one of the supposedly 
most prestigious journals of the world 
decorate its covers with photographs 
of terrorists. We were threatened with 
embargos, economic sanctions and many 
other unimaginable scenarios simply for 

fighting against terrorism. But we never 
regretted the steps we took at home and 
abroad for the survival of our country.

We will root out terrorism in the 
east of Euphrates with Operation 
Peace Spring

The sole purpose of Operation Peace Spring 
is to clear northern Syria from the terrorist 
organizations PYD/YPG and Daesh, and 
to return this area to its true owners. We 
had success in this regard in Al Bab where 
we neutralized 3 thousand 500 Daesh 
members. Yet the world does not see this; 
they are both blind and deaf to the truth. We 
also purged Jarabulus of these terrorists, 
didn’t we? Are there any Turks occupying 
Jarabulus right now? No, only its rightful 
owners are there. Don’t they see that this 
is the case? They do. I ask the European 
Union: don’t you see the truth? I ask the 
Arab League: don’t you see the truth? And 
this is the same Arab League that expelled 
Syria! The same people who expelled Syria 
from the Arab League are now acting to get 
Syria back because of this operation. This is 
very difficult to comprehend.

Turkey is a member of NATO, as are almost 
all of the member states of the European 
Union. So, when did defending terrorist 
organizations against a NATO member 
become an appropriate course of action? 
Were these terrorist organizations admitted 
to NATO as members without us being 

aware of it? This is incomprehensible. It is 
not possible to comprehend this hypocrisy 
and insincerity. 

The PKK is on the European Union’s list 
of terrorist organizations. PYD and YPG 
collaborate with the PKK. Do you know 
whose pictures we found in their base 
during the operation? None other than the 
leader of the terrorist organization himself. 
Here is your proof...  It is claimed that they 
are “not the PKK”. Who do they think 
we are? We know all the facts very well 
thanks to our intelligence organizations, 
yet they still feign ignorance. Why? This 
is deliberately done to contain Turkey as 
we grow stronger. However, we will not 
back down from our efforts. We are there 
on the ground with our soldiers and the 
soldiers of the Syrian National Army. We 
will proceed on this journey today and 
in the future. We support our brothers, 
soldiers and the Free Syrian Army as they 
fight. We will continue to support them in 
the future. We will not give up the fight. 
Our nation is currently united as one and 
the only dissenting voice comes from the 
so-called political extension of the terrorist 
organization. 

We never abandoned our “will to root out 
terrorism” in spite of the many terrorist 
organizations we face and the forces of evil 
that act as their mastermind. Operations 
Euphrates Shield and Olive Branch 
symbolize our determination to fight 
against terrorism without discriminating 
between terrorists. We were able to clear 
Daesh and the PKK/YPG terrorists from 
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an area covering four thousand square 
kilometers west of the Euphrates River 
with these two operations. We aim to rid 
the east of the Euphrates from terrorism 
with Operation Peace Spring which began 
on October 9.

Our operation has two important 
objectives: the first of is to completely 
remove the PKK/YPG terrorist threat 
in northern Syria because PKK/YPG 
terrorists trained in northern Syria 
are behind the recent terrorist attacks 
targeting our security forces and civilians. 
International organizations document 
that this terrorist organization forcefully 
displaces local people, uses child soldiers, 
conducts ethnic cleansing, and kills any 
dissenters in the areas it occupies. 

Why does the European Union turn a blind 
eye to the mothers who are crying in front 
of a certain party building in Diyarbakır for 
weeks with the pictures of their children 
in their hands? Why don’t they send 
members of their parliament there? They 
were very quick to do so when it served 
their interests on other occasions. They 
should send their people to Diyarbakır 
and talk to those mothers. But that won’t 
happen. In any case, we continue our fight 
with determination.  

More than 700 mortars and rockets were 
fired on the cities of Mardin, Şırnak and 
Gaziantep since the start of Operation 
Peace Spring. 18 people died, one of whom 
was a 9-month-old refugee baby, and 148 
people were injured in these attacks. We 

have neutralized over 550 terrorists so far. 
500 of them died, 26 were injured and 24 
surrendered. 

We don’t discriminate between 
Kurds and Arabs

We are currently hosting 3 million 650 
thousand Arabs on our land. Why doesn’t 
the Arab League acknowledge them? 
Where did all these people flee from? 
They fled from Syria of course, from barrel 
bombs. Now we take care of them. We do 
this because it is our duty as brothers. 
Have they, in the name of Allah, given a 
single penny to support them? No. Yet they 
make it their business to take nonsensical 
decisions regarding Turkey. If that is what 
they wish to do, then don’t let us get in the 
way. Likewise, the European Union is yet 
to fulfill its promise of monetary support 
for Syrian refugees. 

Dear Brothers,

Claims that Operation Peace Spring is 
targeting the “Kurds” and that it will get in 
the way of the fight against Daesh, change 
the demographic structure, prevent a 
political solution or lead to a humanitarian 
disaster are lies and slander. Our problem 
is with terrorists. Currently, 50 of the 
291 members of parliament from the AK 
Party group are of Kurdish origin. I don’t 
know how many there are in the main 
opposition or in other parties. We make 
no such discrimination. 

The people of Syria, our country and 
region will have no peace until we stop 
the terror quagmire in northern Syria. The 
second aim of the operation is to fulfill 
the longing for their homeland of the 3 
million 650 thousand Syrians who have 
been in our country for the past 8 years. 
We also host 350 thousand Kurds. Where 
did they flee from? They fled from Kobani 
during the presidency of Obama. Why 
don’t they acknowledge all this? We do not 
discriminate between Kurds and Arabs. 

Turkey is among the countries most 
affected by the waves of irregular 
immigration from Syria and paid a heavy 
price politically, economically and socially. 
We spent over 40 billion dollars on the 
approximately 4 million refugees in our 
country. I proposed creating a safe zone in 
northern Syria to all leaders. I presented 
our projects. I offered to do this together. 
None offered their support. Regardless, 
we declared an area that is 32 kilometers 
deep and 444 kilometers long in northern 
Syria as a safe zone. Refugees in Turkey 
will be settled there. We received little 
support from the international community 
during this undertaking. The promises 
made to our country were not fulfilled and 
the sacrifices made by our nation went 
unnoticed. Even worse, the same Western 
countries tried to legitimize the YPG/PYD 
terrorist organization.

In light of these events, Turkey has reached 
the end of its patience and decided to take 
matters into its own hands. Our position 
has always been that a solution to the 

refugee issue must be found within Syria. 
In fact, we made a concrete proposal to the 
world that could solve this problem four 
years ago at the G-20 Antalya Summit. Yet 
no action was taken in these four years 
other than a few kind words while Syrian 
mothers, fathers and children whose tiny 
bodies washed up on shore as well as 
Turkey, Europe and the rest of the world 
paid the price for it. None of those who 
tirelessly criticize us today did anything in 
the face of the tragedies of people who were 
massacred or displaced by the terrorist 
organization. The 9-month-old Muhammad 
Omar who was brutally martyred two days 
ago at the hands of terrorists received not 
even a fraction of the empathy shown for 
the terrorists we neutralized. Hopefully, 
we will do what others won’t with 
Operation Peace Spring. We will secure the 
entirety of our Syrian border and create 
an environment where the refugees in our 
country can safely return to their land. We 
will build new settlements in areas cleared 
from terrorists with the contributions of 
the international community. Thus, we will 
ensure the security of our country and the 
return of Syrian refugees and establish the 
territorial integrity and political unity of 
Syria by eliminating the separatist terrorist 
organization.

We will see our operation 
through without giving in to 
threats and pressure 

The reactions we received in the last week 
prove that we foiled the machinations of 
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those who would profit from the current 
situation. Operation Peace Spring is as 
vital a step by Turkey as the Cyprus Peace 
Operation in 1974. We are determined to 
carry out this operation without giving 
in to threats or pressure. Let me be clear: 
we will definitely finish what we started. 
As the late Mammad Amin Rasulzadeh 
said, “The flag once raised will never fall.” 
We will continue our fight until we reach 
victory. 

We know that we have the support and 
prayers of the Turkic world with us in this 
effort. Likewise, I know that our brothers 
and sisters in the Middle East, Africa, South 
Asia and the Balkans also pray for Turkey’s 
success. I would like to express here that 

we also expect major support from our 
distinguished businessmen. I would also 
like to take this opportunity to thank all 
our brothers and sisters, Azerbaijan in 
particular, who showed solidarity with our 
country from the very first moments of the 
operation.

As I conclude my remarks with these 
thoughts, I pray that the World Turkish 
Business Council Baku meeting is 
beneficial for everyone. I extend my 
greetings, respects and wishes for success 
to all our esteemed entrepreneurs from 
around the world. 

I greet you all with respect and affection. 
May Allah bless you.

In the Name of Allah, the Compassiona-
te, the Merciful 

Distinguished Guests, Dear Brothers, 
Esteemed Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you with my sincere respects. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 

barakatuh

Our Goal İs Not To Exploit 
African Countries But To 

Develop Our Relations İn An 
“Equal Partnership”

Opening of the 3rd African Summit of Muslim Religious Leaders
 Istanbul | October 19, 2019
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May the peace, mercy and blessings of Al-
lah be upon you. Welcome to our country 
and our beautiful city of Istanbul.

At the outset, I would like to convey, thro-
ugh you, my love and regards to my brot-
hers and sisters around the world. From 
the meeting point of continents and cultu-
res in Istanbul, I send my greetings to Tim-
buktu, the capital of Islamic civilization in 
Africa, to Cairo, Marrakech, Zanzibar and 
Khartoum, to Darussalam, the land of pe-
ace and well-being, and to Harar, the city 
of saints. Likewise, I extend my greetings 
from Anatolia to all my brothers and sis-
ters living in the 54 capitals of “Mama Afri-
ka” who are with us today in spirit. I salute 
the working women of Africa who bear the 
weight of the world on their shoulders, the 
brave youth, the disconsolate mothers who 
lost their beloved children to famine, and 
the self-sacrificing fathers who work tire-
lessly for the sake of their children.

I am pleased to welcome you to Istanbul, 
the brother of Jerusalem, the confidant of 
Mecca and Medina, and the jewel of the 
Islamic world on the occasion of the 3rd 
African Summit of Muslim Religious Le-
aders. Today we grieve the loss of a great 
master and a lover of Jerusalem, Nuri Pak-
dil. May Allah have mercy on his soul. As 
the President of Turkey, I thank every one 
of you for travelling thousands of kilome-
ters from every part of the continent and 
honoring our meeting with your presence.

I congratulate the Presidency of Religious 
Affairs, its director and his team for organi-

zing this important summit, and other ins-
titutions for their contributions. I pray to 
Allah that our summit, which starts today, 
will be beneficial for all African Muslims.

God willing, you will conduct productive 
consultations on many important topics 
over the next three days. You will discuss 
many sensitive issues including foreign 
policy, education, terrorism and threats 
against Muslims in Africa. You will contri-
bute to the peace and security of the whole 
world as well as Africa with the decisions 
you will take. I believe this summit which 
coincides with critical regional develop-
ments will strengthen the solidarity bet-
ween us and provide solutions to the prob-
lems of the Islamic world. Events such as 
this one are important platforms for us to 
get to know each other better and talk abo-
ut our issues freely. These meetings provi-
de guidance and offer new perspectives for 
politicians who bear the responsibility of 
running countries. I urge you to sincerely 
share with us any criticism, proposal and 
opinion you have. I offer my thanks to each 
and every one of you for your contributi-
ons to the summit.

We elevated Turkey-Africa 
relations to a level unimaginable 
15 years ago

Dear Brothers,

As a politician, I feel love and friendship to-
wards Africa. I made great efforts to make 
up for the years of neglect and to improve 

our relations with the continent after be-
coming Prime Minister in 2003. I visited 
27 African countries during my tenure as 
Prime Minister and President. Majority of 
these visits were undertaken “for the first 
time” in the history of our country. I visited 
some countries such as South Africa, Sene-
gal, Somalia and Algeria multiple times on 
different occasions. During these visits, I 
also had the opportunity to meet and con-
sult with many of our brothers and sisters 
who are in this hall today. We declared 
2005 the “Year of Africa” in our country 
and adopted a brand new approach to our 
relations.

Praise be to Allah, through our efforts, we 
elevated Turkey-Africa relations to a level 
that would be unimaginable 15 years ago. 
We strive to increase the number, capacity 
and resources of our missions in African 
countries. We increased the number of our 
embassies in the continent from 12 when 
we were first elected to 42. We established 
the largest Turkish diplomatic mission in 
the world in Somalia. I was the first lea-
der to visit Somalia with my wife in 2011 
as the international community turned a 
blind eye to the tragedy of millions of pe-
ople there. We also increased the number 
of diplomatic missions from African co-
untries in Turkey. Africa is represented in 
our country with 36 embassies today; in 
2008, there were only 10 embassies. Then, 
we organized two Turkey-Africa Partners-
hip Summits. The first was held in Istan-
bul and the second in Malabo, the capital 
of Equatorial Guinea. God willing, we will 
hold a third one in our country in 2020.

We expanded our presence even further 
with institutions such as TİKA, the Yunus 
Emre Institute, the Maarif Foundation, 
Anadolu Agency, Turkish Airlines and the 
Red Crescent. TİKA leads in the implemen-
tation of the Turkish development model 
across the continent with 22 Program Co-
ordination Offices. Our flagship carrier, 
Turkish Airlines, operates flights from 
Istanbul to 58 destinations in 38 African 
countries. Hundreds of thousands of our 
African friends travel to the holy lands and 
many other countries through Istanbul to-
day.

Türkiye Scholarships provide free edu-
cation to approximately 4 thousand 500 
African students for their undergraduate, 
graduate and doctorate studies. 10 thou-
sand 480 students who graduated in the 
last 25 years serve African communities as 
ambassadors of peace from Turkey. We are 
proud to see doctors, imams, politicians, 
academics, engineers and business people 
who are graduates of Turkish schools in 
every country we visit.

Our non-governmental organizations aid 
our African brothers whenever they can 
in every part of the continent, even when 
there are serious risks. Our investors focus 
on projects that will create jobs and help 
Africa develop and prosper, instead of only 
trying to sell products. Turkish entrepre-
neurs are welcomed all over the continent 
thanks to their approach that respects the 
deep-rooted values of Africa. Praise be to 
Allah, we are in the golden age of our rela-
tions with the continent. Our bilateral tra-
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de, which has reached 24 billion dollars, 
is increasing every day. Tourism is develo-
ping, our cooperation is getting stronger, 
and reciprocal visits are becoming more 
frequent at every level. Hopefully, trade 
between Turkey and Africa will exceed the 
50-billion-dollar mark in the future.

Dear Brothers,

Those who are unaware of the thousand-
year history between Turkey and this con-
tinent ask “What are you doing in Africa?”. 
Some Western states are very uncomfor-
table with how we embrace our brothers 
and sisters in Africa. Those who exploited 
this continent and built themselves a for-
tune out of the blood, soul, diamonds and 
oil of the Africans they persecuted over 
many years cannot stand the cooperation 
between Turkey and Africa that is based 
on equality and mutual respect. They want 
the peoples of Africa to remain dependent 
on them. They want the resources of Afri-
ca to enrich Western companies and states 
instead of the continent. They want Afri-
can children and babies to die of hunger 
and poverty before they even learn how to 
walk. They do not want Africa to prosper or 
realize the enormous potential it has, nor 
do they want to see peace across the con-
tinent. What they consider as “rights” for 
their own citizens, they consider a “luxury” 
for Africa and other parts of the world. 
They think freedom is “too much” for you 
and for us. They think democracy is “too 
much” for you and for us. They think pros-
perity, peace and economic development 
are “too much” for you and for us. So, they 

attack with whatever means they have, be 
it by provoking ethnic and religious diffe-
rences or by instigating coups, civil wars or 
sanctions

The hubris of Westerners based 
on their belief in the supremacy 
of the white race remains 
unchanged

This is partly the reason why the history 
of this continent is filled with destruction, 
genocide and conflict. The whole world 
knows which colonialist state is behind the 
Rwandan Genocide in 1994. The Western 
world and the United Nations watched as 
800,000 people were brutally murdered 
in Rwanda over a period of three months. 
The body count was so great that the Kage-
ra River became a giant graveyard where 
the bodies of 60 thousand people washed 
up on shore in one day. Those who impose 
a weapons embargo on us today because 
of Operation Peace Spring rained weapons 
and ammunition down on bloody-handed 
murderers in the past. Western states did 
not even entertain the idea of stopping the-
ir sale of weapons to the perpetrators of the 
genocide despite the carnage they caused. 

Likewise, we all know who benefited from 
years of civil war in Somalia. Same groups 
threw the Central African Republic, one of 
the most peaceful countries of the conti-
nent for a long time, into total disarray. We 
also know who sponsors the warlords in 
Libya with the sole purpose of preventing 
its stability. Fingerprints of Western arms 
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own on all international platforms. We de-
monstrate our firm reaction to injustice by 
stating that “The world is bigger than 5” 
and that “Jerusalem is our red line”. In Tur-
key and in Africa, we carry out our efforts 
based on the principle that “you can touch 
other people’s hearts only if your own ef-
forts come from the heart”. Our goal is to 
cooperate with African countries in a spi-
rit of “mutual respect”, “justice” and “equal 
partnership” instead of exploiting them. 
We believe in cooperation where no one is 
marginalized or treated unfairly, making it 
possible for both parties to win. We never 
approved of the patronizing, interventio-
nist and disrespectful treatment of African 
countries by the Western states and we ne-
ver will.

Artificial borders drawn to 
separate us cannot determine 
our future

My Dear Brothers,

We are the ummah of a Prophet who was 
known as “the trustworthy one” in his com-
munity before he became “Rasul”. When 
our Great Prophet describes his ummah, 
he says: “A Muslim is one from whose ton-
gue and hand the Muslims are safe, and a 
believer is one in whom people place the-
ir trust in regard to their life and wealth.” 
Indeed, the effort of Muslims, especially 
Muslim merchants, who have taken these 
blessed words of advice to heart is one of 
the reasons how Islam was able to spread 
to so many different regions in such a short 

time. These Muslims, who possessed good 
morals and tolerance, set an example with 
their lives by always upholding justice and 
equality. They pioneered the Islamization 
of Africa, and even named some countries 
in the continent such as “Mozambique”. 

However, we observe that Africa where 
more than half of the population used to 
be Muslim until the last century is gradu-
ally turning away from Islam. While only 
seven percent of the continent believed in 
Christianity in the early 1900s, this rate 
is approaching 55 percent today. Muslims 
are now a minority in many countries to 
the east and west of Africa where 70 to 80 
percent of the population used to be Mus-
lims. During our visits, we come across 
many people whose names are Mustafa, 
Ahmet, Abdullah, but who no longer have 
any ties with Islam. Without doubt, missi-
onary activities carried out under the pat-
ronage of the great powers for many years 
played a role in creating this heartbreaking 
situation. On the other hand, terrorist or-
ganizations such as Daesh, Boko Haram, 
Al-Shabab and FETO contribute to this 
process with their evil acts. International 
media organizations are trying to turn the 
public against Islam with biased, false and 
malicious news. This is the underlying rea-
son for their insistence on using the term 
“Islamic terrorism” after every unfortu-
nate incident. Associating Islam, which li-
terally means peace, with terrorism is the 
greatest insult against our religion. It is 
impossible for us to accept this for Islam is 
a religion of peace. Note that none of the-
se media outlets use the phrase “Christian 

and oil companies can be found behind 
almost every conflict in the continent. Al-
most all who preach equality, law and fre-
edom to us today have a dark history of 
massacre, occupation or colonialism.

I would like to share this quote from a 
Western statesman as an example: “A 
drop of oil is worth more than a drop of 
blood.” This sentence uttered by Winston 
Churchill at the House of Commons a cen-
tury ago remains valid as a historical con-
fession. These are the same people who 
established the largest slave market in the 
world 300 years ago in Dakar. They pac-
ked thousands of people from Gore Island 
into ships and carried them to America 
and Europe. They turned the rubber fields 
of the Congo into fields of death. They left 
a black mark in the history of humanity 
with the murders they committed in Al-
geria and the massacres in Namibia. The 
perspective of these people towards ot-
hers has not changed, especially in terms 
of their interests. The way that the whi-
te man sees Africa, Asia, Latin America 
and the Middle East has not changed in 
so many centuries because the hubris of 
Westerners based on their belief in the 
supremacy of the white race remains unc-
hanged. Colonialism, which allegedly no 
longer exists, lives on in new forms and 
new methods. Neocolonialism is the rea-
son why this continent is still remembe-
red for famine and poverty today despite 
its wealth of riches.

Dear Brothers,

We are members of a religion that consi-
ders people as “the most honorable crea-
tures”. In our civilization, “each human 
is a stroke of paint drawn by the biggest 
brush there is”. The friends of Allah, who 
spread the word of Islam on these lands, 
commanded us to “Love the creatures due 
to the Creator.” Our ancestors upheld jus-
tice and equality in every part of the 22 
million square kilometers of land they ru-
led over. There is no racism, colonialism or 
any occupation, cruelty or massacre at any 
time during thousands of years of our his-
tory. Our country and nation never sought 
prosperity through the natural resources, 
sweat, labor and blood of any society. We 
never discriminated against or persecuted 
anyone because of their language, color 
or religion. We did not see this continent 
as a means for gold, diamonds or oil like 
the imperialists did. We sought to develop, 
revitalize and rebuild every land we went 
to throughout our history. That is why we 
come across mosques and madrasas, places 
of wisdom and knowledge in all corners of 
the continent from Cape Town to Suakin 
Island and from Harar to Tripoli today. We 
are sincerely welcomed both by the public 
and the state in every country we visit in 
Africa. Inspired by our faith, values and 
unique history with the continent, we visit 
every friend we have in Africa, aid every 
soul in need, and cooperate with every sta-
te willing to work with us.

We defend the rights and freedoms of our 
African brothers as much as we defend our 



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5” September 2014 - December 2019Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

455454

My Dear Friend the Distinguished Presi-
dent, Esteemed Ministers, Esteemed Mem-
bers of the Press,

I greet you on behalf of my delegation and 
my country.

First of all, I would like to thank my dear 
friend President Trump and the First Lady 
of the United States for their hospitality.

We had sincere and comprehensive dis-

cussions with President Trump today abo-

ut the issues on our agenda. We agree on 

deepening our cooperation and building 

upon the robust and sound foundations of 

Turkish-American relations. We are deter-

mined to open a new chapter in our relati-

ons that befits our long-standing alliance. 

I Returned The Letters To 
President Trump

Joint Press Conference with President Donald Trump
 Washington D.C., USA | November 13, 2019

terrorism” when referring to the attack on 
a mosque in New Zealand or the phrase 
“Buddhist terrorism” for the brutality in 
Arakan. We are aware that this is not a co-
incidence, and that there is hatred against 
Islam underlying these deliberate actions.

But we firmly believe that “the truth of 
Islam cannot be hidden” no matter what 
they do, for it is the religion of Allah, the 
Lord of the worlds. Of course, this fact does 
not release us from our duties as Muslims. 
Each of us needs to fight for equality, justi-
ce, peace and security on earth under the 
guidance of the Quran and the Sunnah. 
Allah will surely help us if we redeem our-
selves and live our lives in a manner that 
befits a Muslim. So, we will hold on tight 
to the rope of Allah, we will never fall for 
fitna, and we will never let harm come in 
the way of our brotherhood. We will not al-
low the imperialists to divide us into Shia 
and Sunni or black and white or Turkish, 

Kurdish, Arab, or Persian. We will love one 
another not because of our ethnic identity, 
tribe or race, but for the sake of Allah and 
Allah alone to earn His blessings. As Mus-
lims, we will always uphold the ummah, 
our brotherhood and our close relations. 
Artificial borders drawn to separate us 
cannot determine our future. Our horizon 
should include not only our countries but 
all of Africa and, in turn, the whole world. 
I pray to Allah that we are never denied the 
Light of the Holy Quran and always guided 
on our path of righteousness by our belo-
ved Muhammad Mustafa.

As I end my remarks, I hope that our mee-
ting brings prosperity to the world of Islam 
and humanity. Please convey our messages 
of friendship and brotherhood as well as 
our greetings to your countries and people.

I extend my greetings and respect to all of 
you. Be safe and may Allah be with you.
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With President Trump, we reconfirmed 
our mutual will to combat terrorist organi-
zations that threaten our national security. 
We underlined the importance of continu-
ing our joint efforts against Daesh. As you 
know, we have approximately 2 thousand 
200 detained or convicted Daesh members 
in our prisons and there are other Daesh 
members who escaped from prison in 
Syria after the death of al-Baghdadi.

Turkey took a new and significant step aga-
inst terrorism with Operation Peace Spring 
which started on October 9. Our country 
dealt a heavy blow to the separatist agen-
da of the PKK/YPG in Syria with this ope-
ration. We believe that our agreement on 
October 17 provides an important oppor-
tunity to further develop our cooperation 
in Syria. The PKK/YPG carries out provo-
cative attacks that target our soldiers and 
civilians to undermine this agreement. 13 
civilians were killed in a bomb attack at a 
market in Tel Abyad earlier this month. 19 
instances of harassment and attacks were 
conducted by the terrorist organization 
in the last 24 hours. However, we remain 
committed to our agreement with the Uni-
ted States to find a lasting solution to the 
crisis in Syria. 

We observe that certain groups that 
sympathize with terrorist organizations 
are disturbed by our cooperation and try 
to confuse public opinion and harm our 
relations through disinformation. They 
even resort to twisting and distorting his-
torical matters to manufacture issues to 
hinder our bilateral relations. I told Presi-

dent Trump that the resolutions passed at 
the House of Representatives on October 
29 serve this very purpose of compromi-
sing our relations and that they are offen-
sive to the Turkish people. Decisions about 
an incident that took place 104 years ago 
in wartime should be made by historians 
rather than politicians. We are confident 
with respect to this issue and have nothing 
to hide. Turkey favors dialogue and open 
discussion regarding this issue. Our propo-
sal to the Armenians for the establishment 
of a joint historical commission is still on 
the table. Our archives are open. There are 
more than one million documents in the 
archives of our Armed Forces. They are 
welcome to visit and examine these docu-
ments at any time.

We host more than four million 
refugees

Turkey and the United States can work to-
gether to end the threat of Daesh and bring 
peace and stability to Syria. Turkey is and 
remains the most reliable partner of the 
United States in this region to achieve this 
goal. Our country is the only NATO ally 
who is fighting Daesh directly and whose 
citizens fell martyr in this fight. We have 
captured and deported 7 thousand 680 fo-
reign terrorist fighters so far. We banned 
the entry of approximately 77 thousand 
people who were suspected of having con-
nections with Daesh to our country. Cur-
rently we have one thousand 216 Daesh 
members from 40 countries in our prisons. 
We captured 287 individuals, including 

women and children, who fled from camps 
under the control of PKK/YPG and cros-
sed into the region controlled by Turkey. 
We are determined to continue our fight 
against this terrorist organization that per-
sonally targets me in its broadcasts and is 
responsible for the deaths of 304 Turkish 
citizens.

In this context, the repatriation of foreign 
terrorist fighters to their countries is also 
important. We share a common understan-
ding with President Trump on persuading 
these countries, especially those in Europe, 
to take them back.

Distinguished Members of the Press,

Turkey’s border with Syria is 911 kilome-
ters long. Our country was affected signifi-
cantly by the conflict in Syria that started 
nine years ago. We currently host more 
than 4 million refugees including 3 million 
650 thousand Syrians. We spent over 40 
billion dollars from our budget on them. 
Similarly, we provide regular humanitari-
an aid to 3 million people living in Syrian 
territory. Thousands of people died beca-
use my proposal at the G-20 Antalya Sum-
mit in 2015 to establish a safe zone in the 
region was not implemented soon enough. 
We cannot let this problem fester. 

We previously cleared four thousand squ-
are kilometers from terrorist elements 
with Operations Euphrates Shield and Oli-
ve Branch. I agree with President Trump’s 
demand for the declaration of a safe zone. 
I believe that safe zones will be a very im-

portant step. So far, 365 thousand Syrians 
were able to return to their homeland. Pe-
ople are also returning to the cities and vil-
lages we have secured with Operation Pea-
ce Spring. If we can realize the project that 
we prepared and shared with President 
Trump with the support of the United Na-
tions and the international community, the 
number of people returning to Syria could 
increase further. Our goal is to settle one 
million people in a 20-mile-deep area bet-
ween the Iraqi border and Jarabulus. That 
number can be doubled if we can settle an 
additional one million in the area between 
Raqqa and Deir ez-Zor. 

As you know, FETO is a terrorist organiza-
tion that tried to disrupt the constitutional 
order in Turkey through a failed coup at-
tempt. These terrorists who killed 251 and 
injured two thousand 193 Turkish citizens 
even had the temerity to bomb our parlia-
ment building with planes. In our discus-
sions, we reiterated our expectation with 
respect to the elimination of the presence 
of FETO in the United States. 

We discussed with President Trump ways 
to reach our trade volume target of 100 
billion dollars as soon as possible. We beli-
eve that political and commercial matters 
should not be confused. Our Secretaries of 
Commerce are working diligently to reach 
our 100-billion-dollar target. Our hope and 
desire is to avoid taking any steps that will 
make it difficult to achieve this goal.

Our deep-rooted relations in the defense 
industry was also on our agenda. We can 
overcome the challenges we face in this 
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context, such as the S-400 system and the 
F-35 program, through dialogue. My Dear 
Friend President Trump talked about the 
unfair treatment of Turkey over the Patri-
ot missiles in Osaka. I reiterated that Tur-
key could buy Patriot missiles if a suitable 
offer is made. I told President Trump that 
we are ready to continue our engagement 
with the United States Congress through 
constructive dialogue. 

I hope that our meeting with President 
Trump will have good results. I would like 
to thank President Trump for his kind invi-
tation and warm hospitality.

Q&A SESSION

QUESTION- Has Turkey given assurances 
that it will protect the Christians in Syria?

PRESIDENT RECEP TAYYİP ERDOĞAN- 
We are making every effort to ensure the 
safety of the Chaldeans, Yazidis and 
Christians in the region. We rebuilt their 
places of worship which were destroyed 
during the conflict in Syria and made 
it possible for the people in the region to 
visit these places of worship once again. 
The Chaldeans, Yazidis, Arameans and 
Christians who crossed over to our side 
have nothing to worry about. In the 
meantime, we are taking extra care to 
accommodate those that remain in Syria. 
We bring them food, clothes and medicine.

Q- Have there been any developments in 
the Turkish-American relations regarding 
FETO?

PRESIDENT RECEP TAYYİP ERDOĞAN-
We presented many documents on this 
matter during this visit. These documents 
demonstrate that FETO is a terrorist 
organization. They are the perpetrators 
of an attempted coup against our state 
where 251 citizens were martyred and 
two thousand 193 citizens were injured. 
The fact that the perpetrator of these 
events lives on a 400 acre compound in 
America and controls other places around 
the world is unacceptable. We brought 
new documents during this visit. We will 
present these documents as well. I hope 
that in light of these documents, they will 
hand over this terrorist like we have done 
in the past when we were requested to.

Q- Was the letter sent to you by President 
Trump brought up during your discussions? 

PRESIDENT RECEP TAYYİP ERDOĞAN- 
Of course, I returned the letter to President 
Trump earlier today. I am saddened to 
see that the president of a country like 
the United States would deal with this 
terrorist called Ferhat Abdi Şahin. Ferhat 
Abdi Şahin is a terrorist responsible for the 
deaths of hundreds of our citizens. He is a 
terrorist whom the currently incarcerated 
Abdullah Öcalan considers to be “his 
adopted son”. We are saddened to see the 
treatment accorded to such a person by 
our strategic partner, the United States. He 
received a similar treatment from Russia 
as well.

Q- Why aren’t you negotiating with the Kurds in 
Syria the way you do with the Kurds in Iraq?
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PRESIDENT RECEP TAYYİP ERDOĞAN-  
We need to make one distinction. We 
have no problem with the Kurds. Our 
problem is with terrorist organizations. 
Some of the Kurds are terrorists. Who 
are they? They are the YPG/PYD 
which is an offshoot of the PKK. We 
have good relations with our Kurdish 
brothers in Northern Iraq and we have 
nothing against our Kurdish brothers in 
northern Syria. When Assad would not 
accept the Kurds in northern Syria, I 
told him: “What you are doing is wrong, 

give these people their passports.” This 
is my position on this matter. 

More importantly, I would like to empha-
size that more than 50 members of parlia-
ment from my party are Kurdish. We have 
no problem with the Kurds. Our problem is 
with terrorists. I presume that you would 
not knowingly protect any terrorist either. 
Terrorism has no race, nationality, religion 
or country. A terrorist is a terrorist. If we 
don’t fight today, we will pay a heavy price 
tomorrow.

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed 
Secretary General, Dear Guests, Brothers 
and Sisters,

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh

May the peace, mercy and blessings of 
Allah be upon you.

I greet you all wholeheartedly as I declare 
open the 35th Ministerial Session of the 
Standing Committee for Economic and 
Commercial Cooperation of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation. As the Presi-

The Organization Of Islamic 
Cooperation Must Realize İts 

Strength And Act Accordingly

Opening of the 35th COMCEC Meeting | Istanbul | November 27, 2019
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yah, all traces of which our Prophet says, 
he “stamped on”. New threats such as Isla-
mophobia and xenophobia which are on 
the rise in the West are also added to this 
list. It is becoming increasingly difficult for 
our brothers who live abroad as minoriti-
es to lead their lives as their faith dictates. 
Terrorist organizations with specific aims 
and their masterminds cause a bloodbath 
in our mosques, schools and marketpla-
ces. Unfortunately, it is mostly the Islamic 
countries who are plagued by famine, po-
verty, drought and income inequality. 28 
of the 54 lowest income countries in the 
world suffering from a food deficit are 
members of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation.

Islamic countries make up 24 percent of the 
world’s population but only 9.7 percent of 
global trade. The share of high-tech products 
in our exports is less than 4 percent. Mus-
lims must shake off their lethargy. Natural 
resources bestowed upon us by Allah enrich 
Western countries instead of our own peop-
le. The Islamic world is easily manipulated 
as it cannot stand united and tight-knit like 
bricks in a wall. Due to this lack of unity, our 
words are not sufficiently heeded in the in-
ternational arena despite our economic po-
wer, population and means. 

Our geography is mostly one of tragedy, 
suffering and conflict; a great mass of 1.7 
billion people wasting their energy on ar-
tificial agendas. Most of the blood spilled 
with weapons sold by Western arms dea-
lers is blood of Muslims. It is almost always 
Muslims who are massacred by proxy ter-

rorist organizations that have ‘Islam’ in 
their names. Unfortunately, there is no 
commodity cheaper than Muslim blood 
or life in today’s world. One million Syri-
an brothers and sisters who were killed by 
barrel bombs are nothing more than sta-
tistics for some people. No one cares abo-
ut the tragedies of the emaciated children 
in Yemen except for a few countries and 
organizations. No organization including 
the United Nations Security Council hears 
the cries of innocent children who were 
murdered recklessly on the beach in Gaza 
where they were playing. We see similar 
suffering and tragedy in many other pla-
ces such as Somalia, Afghanistan, Arakan, 
Turkestan and Libya. Muslim lives do not 
count when they are killed, oppressed or 
face suffering; their anguish is just another 
photo opportunity.

Dear Brothers,

The ineptitude of organizations such as 
the Security Council who are responsible 
for protecting global peace and stability 
no doubt plays a huge part in furthering 
these double standards. These organizati-
ons take decisions based on the whims and 
interests of five permanent members ins-
tead of upholding justice and fairness. The 
fate of all humanity, including the Islamic 
world, is at the mercy of five member sta-
tes of the Council. The Islamic world has 
no agency to freely make decisions con-
cerning its own future. This unjust system 
built by the victors of World War II cannot 
be allowed to continue forever. The reform 
of the global security architecture in line 

dent of COMCEC, I would like to welcome 
our distinguished guests to our country.

I am very pleased to welcome my brothers 
and sisters, who come from different cor-
ners of our heart, to Istanbul where civi-
lizations, continents and cultures meet. I 
would like to take this opportunity to send 
my heartfelt regards to our brothers and 
sisters as well as to all the oppressed and 
the persecuted around the world who fol-
low our meeting with great enthusiasm. I 
greet Mecca, the mother of all cities, and 
Medina, the city that was enlightened with 
the arrival of our Prophet, from this bea-
utiful town where cries of “Allahu Akbar” 
can be heard in the skies for the past 566 
years. I greet the beautiful city of Al Quds 
which filled the hearts of poets with the fla-
me of love and which groans today under 
occupation and persecution. I send my re-
gards to the brave people of Palestine who 
have been defending Al Quds and Haram 
al-Sharif for decades with their lives.

I pray that Allah will have mercy on our 
brothers and sisters who lost their lives in 
the earthquake in Albania yesterday and 
wish for a speedy recovery for the injured. 
I spoke to the Albanian Prime Minister Edi 
Rama on the phone twice after I received 
the news of the earthquake yesterday. I 
expressed our sympathies. The earthquake 
caused significant damage to some of their 
cities. Our responsibility here is to start ma-
king preparations for a donors’ meeting. I 
believe that helping Albania rebuild is our 
duty, especially the duty of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation. I believe that 

our help will be vital; it is also our obliga-
tion as brothers to provide help. I told the 
Prime Minister that our country is ready 
to provide any kind of support at this dif-
ficult time. He said that there are 26 dead 
and over 600 injured so far with some in 
serious condition and that they were ma-
king every effort to save the people buried 
under the rubble. He also said that rescue 
and aid activities were progressing with 
difficulty due to the size of the earthqua-
ke and severe winter conditions. He stated 
that Albania needs support and contributi-
ons from all of us to recover from the eart-
hquake quickly. 

Turkish AFAD and Red Crescent teams 
along with some emergency supplies sent 
by plane already reached Albania. In addi-
tion, I believe that our supply trucks will 
arrive in Albania today. Having suffered 
many major earthquakes in the past, we 
understand the pain of our friends in Al-
bania. All of us must assist Albania to treat 
the injured and provide shelter for those 
who lost their homes in the earthquake. 
From this rostrum, I invite the entire Isla-
mic world to support Albania during their 
time of need.

Muslims must shake off their 
lethargy

Dear Guests,

The Islamic World faces many threats 
such as terrorism, internal conflict, secta-
rianism as well as asabiyyah and jahilliy-
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with current circumstances is no longer a 
choice but a necessity. As Caliph Omar said, 
“Justice is the basis of states.” A system that 
favors power over justice cannot possibly 
result in peace, prosperity or security. The-
se are the reasons why Turkey calls on the 
world and says, “The world is bigger than 
5” at every opportunity on all platforms.

It is imperative for the international com-
munity to face this reality. Global injustice, 
conflict and wars will only get worse if we 
delay action. There are five permanent and 
15 temporary members. We must not get 
carried away simply because two or three 
of these temporary members are Muslim 
countries. What power or influence do the-
se temporary members have at the United 
Nations Security Council? None. Every-
thing is decided by the five permanent 
members, or in fact, by only one. Let us not 
deceive ourselves, for we must recognize 
the facts as they are. Our organization is 
not an ordinary one. We must realize our 
strength as the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation and as a development organi-
zation, and re-determine our policies and 
actions accordingly.

United Nations that failed to end the suffe-
ring in Bosnia, Rwanda and Iraq in the past 
is unable to find a solution in Syria, Palesti-
ne and Myanmar today. As such, it cannot 
solve the problems of mankind. I would 
like to reiterate my call to restructure the 
United Nations Security Council to reflect 
the regional and religious distribution of 
the global population. I also invite you, my 
brothers and sisters, to support our call.

We cannot turn a blind eye to the 
persecution that surrounds us

Dear Guests,

The grave situation we face places an even 
bigger responsibility on our shoulders. 
Muslims have a duty to uphold justice, 
fairness and peace under all circumstan-
ces. When we see evil, we are obliged to 
oppose it first with our hands, then with 
our words, and, if we are unable to do eit-
her, with our hearts. The orders of Allah in 
our holy book, the Holy Quran, are very 
clear: “Allah commands justice and good 
conduct and giving to relatives; He forbids 
immorality, bad conduct and oppression.” 
No individual who violates these holy com-
mands can ever serve Islam or be useful to 
Muslims. 

We cannot turn a blind eye to the persecu-
tion that surrounds us. We cannot remain 
indifferent, like others, to the injustice we 
witness. Getting angry at darkness and ex-
pecting help from strangers serve no pur-
pose. We must light a beacon of hope to pi-
erce that darkness. We must fight against 
injustices to the best of our ability, like the 
ant that carried water to put out the fire 
that burned Prophet Ephraim (pbuh). Ot-
herwise, we will not be able to account for 
our deeds on the day of reckoning when 
we will be held accountable for the smal-
lest good or evil and our mothers will ack-
nowledge their children accordingly. 

I have no doubt that “defenders of justice” 
who work tirelessly to uphold justice will 

exist as long as there is persecution in the 
world. It is the duty of Muslims to be the 
“defenders of justice in the 21st century”. 
If we fall out with each other as Islamic 
countries and Muslims who are the follo-
wers of a religion of peace, innocent people 
who put their faith in us will be exposed 
to greater suffering. For us, brotherhood 
should not only be in words but also in de-
eds; we must be brothers in all areas, be it 
technical, commercial, economic, cultural 
and social. To that end, we must look for 
ways to utilize our means, organizations 
and institutions in the best and most effec-
tive way possible. We must be aware of our 
strength, our capacity and our potential. 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation, 
which celebrates its 50th anniversary this 
year and represents the Islamic world, is 
one of the best resources we have. This or-
ganization is the second largest internatio-
nal organization after the United Nations 
with 56 member states and 5 observers. 
Turkey has been an active member since 
its foundation and has made every effort to 
make the organization stronger and more 
effective. We made great efforts especially 
during our Presidency, where we assumed 
responsibility to meet the expectations of 
the Islamic world. We held two Extraordi-
nary Summits in December 2017 and May 
2018 to swiftly respond to the attacks aga-
inst the legal status of Al-Quds Ash-Sharif. 
As the Organization of Islamic Cooperati-
on, we voiced our outrage in Istanbul aga-
inst the persecution faced by our Pales-
tinian brothers and sisters as well as the 
faits accomplis regarding Al-Quds, the city 

of Prophets. We also took this issue to the 
United Nations General Assembly Emer-
gency Special Sessions. As a result, the 
decisions taken at these summits with an 
overwhelming majority of votes affirmed 
our position in the collective conscience of 
the international community. 

I find it crucial to underline that if we 
fail to react to an act of persecution, we 
will have encouraged the persecutor. Isra-
el, who does not respect the Palestinians’ 
right to life, property and work, jeopardi-
zes the future of the region and the world. 
Those who plunder Al-Quds, the holy city 
of three religions, and try to make it the 
nexus of their own belief alone are making 
a grave mistake. When Western countries 
spoil Israel, it serves no purpose other than 
wittingly or unwittingly to stir up conflict. 
Turkey is determined to continue defen-
ding the rights of Palestinians and the 
sanctity of Al-Quds in all platforms. 

We are witnessing hate crimes 
targeting Muslim women 

Dear Brothers,

Islamophobia and xenophobia are sprea-
ding like the plague, especially in Western 
societies. Almost every day, we bear wit-
ness to hate crimes targeting Muslim busi-
nesses, places of worship and Muslim wo-
men who walk on the street. The so-called 
defenders of democracy and human rights 
play the ostrich when it comes to the perse-
cution of Muslims and immigrants in their 
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own territory. Insults against our Prophet 
(pbuh) are being excused under the pre-
text of free speech. Racist massacres that 
claim the lives of our citizens are triviali-
zed using casual phrases such as “kebab 
murders”. I am afraid that the future of 
the Muslim diaspora will be a dark one 
unless we adopt a united stance against 
these attacks. 

We took some steps in this context during 
our Presidency of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation after the Christchurch 
terrorist attack which claimed the lives of 
52 Muslims. As the President of the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation, we called 
an Emergency Executive Committee mee-
ting after this serious incident. We called 
upon the United Nations and other inter-
national and regional organizations to dec-
lare March 15 as “the Day of  International 
Solidarity Against Islamophobia” in the 
final statement we released after the me-
eting. We worked hard to draw attention 
to this issue in the Islamic world and the 
international community. Then we called a 
United Nations General Assembly meeting 

and led the efforts for the adoption of a re-
solution in this context. 

We had  emphasized some issues and set 
concrete goals when we took over the Pre-
sidency of the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation in 2016. In this respect, we laid 
the foundations of many important mec-
hanisms during our Presidency after the 
adoption of the 12th OIC Ten-Year Prog-
ram of Action. These include the Youth 
Strategy, the Advisory Women Council, 
the Contact Group of Friends of Mediati-
on, the OIC Red Network and the Centre 
for Police Cooperation and Coordination. 
I would like to express my gratitude and 
the gratitude of my country to all member 
countries who supported us during our 
Presidency, immediately responded to our 
calls, and never shied away from assuming 
responsibility. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
wish success to Saudi Arabia who assumed 
the Presidency until 2021 following the 
14th summit. I thank Secretary General 
Al-Othaimeen and his colleagues for their 
contributions to our joint efforts.

Distinguished President of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan İlham Aliyev, Esteemed Prime 
Minister of Georgia Giorgi Gakharia, 
Bosniak Member of the Presidency of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina Šefik Džaferović, 
Speaker of the National Assembly of Serbia 
Maja Gojkovic, Distinguished Ministers, 
Ambassadors, Esteemed Representatives 
of the Energy Industry,

I greet you all with my most heartfelt 
feelings and regards.

I hope that the European connection of 
the Trans Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline 
TANAP which is the backbone of the Sout-
hern Gas Corridor Project will be benefici-
al for everyone. I am pleased to host you 
in our country on the occasion of this im-
portant opening ceremony. I would like to 

Tanap Is The Most Concrete
Sign Of Our Peaceful Vision 

The Opening Ceremony of TANAP-Europe Connection
Edirne | November 30, 2019
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thank all our guests for coming to Edirne 
on this special day. 

We are witnessing a historic moment for 
our countries and our region today. We 
are justifiably proud to have successfully 
completed a seven-and-a-half-year long 
challenging project through patience, de-
termination and the united efforts of Tur-
key, Azerbaijan and Georgia. TANAP is 
connected to the European TAP line, the 
Trans Adriatic Gas Pipeline, through the 
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey route. The line 
also benefits Bulgaria, Greece, Macedonia, 
Albania, Serbia, and Bosnia and Herzego-
vina by extension. I would like to empha-
size that this regional project is a project 
of peace. We cannot ignore the contribu-
tions of Georgia which serves as a bridge 
to Anatolia.

First and foremost, this project is a symbol 
of the deep-rooted friendship between our 
countries. TANAP owes its progress to the 
Turkish-Azeri relations that are based on 
mutual trust. The cooperation between the 
producing, transit and consuming countri-
es and the stakeholder companies was also 
instrumental in the success of the project. 
As you may recall, we took the first step re-
garding TANAP when we signed the Inter-
governmental Agreement and the Host Go-
vernment Agreement in Istanbul in June 
2012. We finalized the Shah Deniz 2 Final 
Investment Decision Agreement with a ce-
remony held in Baku in December 2013. 
Then the Presidents of Turkey, Azerbaijan 
and Georgia attended the groundbreaking 
ceremony of TANAP in Kars on March 17, 

2015. We held the opening ceremony for 
TANAP three years later on June 12, 2018 
in Eskişehir with the participation of all 
friendly and brotherly countries. We have 
been working hard to bring the TANAP 
project to life since June 2012. We moved 
forward with TANAP as planned, despite 
many hurdles both domestic and interna-
tional as well as regional disputes which, 
at times, evolved into hot clashes. TANAP 
owes its progress to the personal interest of 
my dear brother Aliyev, the cooperation of 
Georgian authorities and the efforts of all 
our brothers who put their hearts and so-
uls into this project. We are witnessing the 
results of our hard work today. As of today, 
we have completed the part of this mag-
nificent project, which is dubbed the Silk 
Road of Energy, that lies in our countries 
within the planned time frame and in line 
with our goals and commitments.

The amount of gas transported 
to Turkey via TANAP reached 
3.23 billion cubic meters

With this project, we have reaffirmed our 
will to put our wealth to the service of our 
citizens, the peoples of the region and all of 
humanity. Our aim with TANAP was to se-
cure the energy needs of our country and 
to contribute to the energy supply security 
of Europe. TANAP is the most of important 
part of the 3 thousand 500-kilometer-long 
energy corridor that runs between Azerba-
ijan and Europe. As of today, Azeri natural 
gas goes through 20 provinces, 67 districts 
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diplomacy instead of resorting to methods 
that will harm our region.

Dear Friends,

We all know that energy is a key global is-
sue as a result of the growing population 
and global economy. We also observe that 
the world energy map is shifting and that 
new players, new projects and new models 
of cooperation are emerging, such as the 
one that brings us together today. We beli-
eve that effective cooperation between pro-
ducing, transit and consuming countries 
is important in ensuring energy security. 
Turkey is strategically located between 
countries that produce energy and count-
ries that consume it. Our neighbors hold 
70 percent of the total natural gas reserves 
and 60 percent of the total oil reserves in 
the world.

Our country is the 4th largest natural gas 
market in Europe and the 18th largest in 
the world. All 81 cities in Turkey have ac-
cess to natural gas today, compared to five 
in 2002. We extended our natural gas dist-
ribution network to over 144 thousand 
kilometers as of August 2019. We delive-
red natural gas to 66.5 million people who 
make up 81 percent of our population. Our 
natural gas demand reached 49.3 billion 
cubic meters in 2018. We plan to increa-
se our natural gas storage capacity from 4 
billion cubic meters to 11 billion cubic me-
ters. We launched two floating gas storage 
and re-gasification vessels. God willing, we 

will add one more. This year, we laid the fo-
undations of the final expansion of the Tuz 
Gölü Natural Gas Storage Facility which 
has a capacity of 5.4 billion cubic meters. 
Once this expansion becomes operational 
in 2023, we will have the biggest natural 
gas storage facility in the world.

We will not give up our rights, 
nor will we allow the rights of the 
Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus to be usurped 

We are aware that these figures and sta-
tistics, alongside their benefits for our 
country, burden us with serious responsi-
bilities. In fact, we have always been fully 
aware of these responsibilities in our acti-
ons. We never abandoned dialogue, diplo-
macy and international law despite facing 
many double standards. We favored coope-
ration over competition, negotiation over 
tension, and dialogue instead of conflict. 
We ran towards those who took one step 
towards us. We will continue to act with 
the same best intentions in the future. We 
will neither give up our rights or let the 
rights of the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus be violated, nor will we try to usurp 
the rights of others. We will continue to 
work for justice, stability and regional co-
operation.

TANAP, which we inaugurate today at this 
European connection ceremony, is the 
most concrete sign of our country’s pea-
ceful vision. With TANAP, we are recon-
necting Europe and Asia at a time when 

and 600 villages in our country on its way 
to Europe. Our collective vision of making 
16 billion cubic meters of Azeri natural gas 
available to Turkey and Europe has beco-
me a reality thanks to TANAP. Six billion of 
the 16 billion cubic meters of natural gas 
will be used within our country, while the 
remaining 10 billion will be transported 
to Europe. The volume of gas transported 
to Turkey via TANAP reached 3.23 billion 
cubic meters as of November 18, 2019. We 
plan to raise the capacity of TANAP first to 
24 billion cubic meters and then to 31 bil-
lion cubic meters in the future. From now 
on, the responsibility falls on our neigh-
bors across the border. The Trans-Adriatic 
Natural Gas Pipeline TAP must be comple-
ted as soon as possible for the delivery of 
natural gas to Europe to begin. God willing, 
we expect TAP to be completed in 2020.

Dear Friends,

Humanity fought for control over energy 
resources for the last two centuries and 
millions of people died as a result. Our 
region is special in that it has witnessed 
more than its fair share of violent compe-
tition over these resources. This struggle is 
the underlying cause of instability that has 
been plaguing the Middle East for decades. 
The mentality that values a drop of oil over 
a drop of blood has failed to bring peace 
and security to our world. However, this 
mentality remains in place for certain po-
wers even today, despite the massive amo-

unts of pain, death and destruction it cau-
sed. Certain groups prefer creating tension 
instead of a fair distribution, especially in 
the case of the hydrocarbon resources in 
the Eastern Mediterranean. They resort to 
threats and extortion even though it is pos-
sible to distribute these resources fairly. 
But they need to know that no individual 
or country is above international law. Im-
positions will not yield any results. “Faits 
accomplis” will not get anybody anywhere. 
No country can force another to relinquish 
its rights through veiled threats. Turkey in 
particular will never bow to such nonsen-
se. We will neither give up our rights nor 
let the rights and interests of the Turkish 
Cypriots be usurped. 

It is impossible to exclude the country 
with the longest sea borders in the Eastern 
Mediterranean from any projects to be 
conducted there. Our two state-of-the-art 
drilling vessels, Fatih and Yavuz, and two 
seismic research vessels currently conti-
nue their exploration in the region. Our 
Navy ensures the security of our vessels 
and their crew at the highest level. I belie-
ve that we will see results from the activi-
ties conducted by these vessels in the near 
future. I am confident that our exploration 
efforts will find peace and prosperity ins-
tead of conflict and blood. I would like to 
take this opportunity to call upon all par-
ties in the Eastern Mediterranean. Let us 
turn energy into a tool for cooperation 
rather than a tool for conflict; let us revert 
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Dear Citizens, Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear Young People whose eyes shine with 
the bright light of future, 

I greet you all wholeheartedly. 

I send my greetings to the oppressed in 

Asia, Africa, Turkestan, Kashmir, Arakan, 
Yemen, Libya and Syria whose hearts beat 
with ours. I send my heartfelt regards to 
my Palestinian brothers and sisters who 
defend Jerusalem, our first Qibla, with the-
ir lives. I am happy to be here with you on 
the occasion of the NATO Leaders Summit. 
I would like to express my gratitude to the 

Those Who Shamefully Dared 
To Strong-Arm Turkey With 

Terrorism Have Failed

Address to Turkish Citizens in the United Kingdom
London, United Kingdom | December 04, 2019

trade wars, terror, street incidents and 
instabilities occupy the global agenda. We 
are sending a message of partnership and 
cooperation to our region and the world to-
day. We are one step closer to transforming 
Turkey into “the  energy trading center for 
three continents”.

While I end my remarks with these tho-
ughts, I wish for the Opening Ceremony of 
TANAP European Connection to be benefi-
cial for everyone. I express my gratitude to 
everyone who contributed to the project. I 
offer my thanks to my dear brother Ilham 

Aliyev for his leadership. I express our gra-
titude to our neighbor Georgia for their 
cooperation and for making this project 
possible. I believe that we will realize new 
win-win projects in the future. I greet all of 
you wholeheartedly. Long live the Azerbai-
jan-Turkey brotherhood.

Are we all ready? Let the whole world hear! 
Now we press the button and release the 
gas into the thousands-of-kilometers-long 
TANAP pipeline through Azerbaijan and 
Georgia. 

All the best.
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people who brought us together tonight. I 
thank my brothers and sisters who are gat-
hered in this hall for your love and loyalty. I 
would also like to extend my thanks to my 
brother Anas Altikriti, the CEO of the Cor-
doba Foundation, on behalf of all NGOs rep-
resented here. 

I would like to welcome our dear guests to 
this wonderful program organized with 
the participation of our citizens and our 
brothers and sisters. We bring the sincere 
regards of your brothers and sisters, famili-
es and friends in Turkey. We also bring the 
love of Anatolia, the abundance of Thrace, 
the tolerance of Konya, the brotherhood 
of Mardin and Diyarbakır, the magnificen-
ce of Istanbul entrusted to us by Fatih, the 
adoration of Urfa, the city of Prophets, and 
Hatay, the city of Habib’i Neccar. I know that 
even in London, you keep your motherland, 
your home and your nation in your heart at 
all times. I am aware that your prayers and 
support are always with us during these dif-
ficult times for our country. Some of you im-
migrated here to study, others to work or to 
build yourselves a better and free life when 
our country was struggling with tutelage. 
When you came here, you left tearful fami-
lies, friends and loved ones behind. The late 
Erdem Beyazıt, one of the seven great artists 
in Turkish literature, expresses this depar-
ture with the following verse:

“Farewell, my homeland, the place I was 
born
The cure for all my ailments;
Whose rivers and fruit

Are the blood and flesh of my body.
The fields of my memories
Where I grew my seeds of hope
When I felt helpless and sad.
The streets, gardens, and fountains
That I know all too well.
The land where I became who I am;
Where I raised my children;
Met the love of my life;
And left my mother and my father,
Farewell!”

You built new lives in this land thousands 
of kilometers away from your homeland 
which you left with these sentiments. You 
persevered through many hardships and 
never gave up. You created a new home-
land for yourselves by saying, “If there is a 
will, there is a way.”  You make us and your 
families proud with your success. You pro-
udly represent our nation whose history is 
full of glorious victories. This country that 
was once “the bitter land” is now “your new 
home”. I would like to thank each and every 
one of you on behalf of my country and my 
nation. I pray that Allah will keep you safe 
from any trouble.

We have no interest in Syrian 
territory, but those who do 
should please leave

Dear Brothers, 

I would like to state one thing with great 
pleasure: Turkey is in good hands. Peace, 

prosperity and security prevail in Turkey; 
we are much stronger than we were 17 ye-
ars ago. Turkey today is both a deal maker 
and a deal breaker in its region, not a figu-
rine manipulated by other countries. Tur-
key today is no longer a country begging 
for a couple of billion dollars, but the most 
generous country in the world in terms 
of humanitarian aid relative to GDP. Our 
economy is 3.5 times bigger compared to 
2002, the GDP per capita has increased 
from three thousand 500 dollars to nine 
thousand 700 dollars and our exports 
break new records every year. Turkey to-
day has fully completed its transportation 
network with divided highways, bridges, 
high-speed railways, tunnels, intersecti-
ons, bridges, viaducts, airports and others 
connections that adorn the links between 
Europe and Asia. We have a strong navy 
protecting our rights and interests in the 
Aegean, the Black Sea and the Eastern Me-
diterranean. Turkey hosts and cares for 
more than four million refugees and vic-
tims of oppression. No other country in 
the world hosts more refugees than Tur-
key today. Approximately three million 
250 thousand of the four million refugees 
in Turkey are Arabs while 350 thousand 
are Kurds. Others are Yezidis, Chaldeans 
and Arameans. What did the European 
Union do for them? They promised 6 bil-
lion euros but only gave 3 billion. Furt-
hermore, that money does not go into our 
national budget. And how much did we 
spend? More than 30 billion dollars so far. 
This is what makes Turkey different.

Turkey today conducts operations within 
and outside its borders to protect its natio-
nal security without seeking anyone’s per-
mission thanks to its independent foreign 
policy. Everybody tries to offer us advice. 
“What are you doing in Syria?”, they ask. 
They also ask, “When will you leave Syria?” 
And in response, we ask them: “What are 
you doing in Syria?” Do they have a border 
to Syria? No. So, what business could they 
have there? We have a 911 kilometer long 
border with Syria, but they have to travel 
three, five or ten thousand kilometers to 
reach this region. The terrorist organizati-
ons, namely the YPG/PYD, Daesh and the 
PKK, fire mortars and missiles on our citi-
es. Our citizens are martyred and injured 
in these attacks. So, are we to sit hands tied 
and watch this happen? Yes, our forces are 
in Syria and they will not leave until we cle-
ar the region from terrorists. I can say with 
utmost sincerity that we have no interest 
in Syrian territory, but those who do sho-
uld please leave.

Turkey today ensures the security of 82 
million people living within its borders 
while, at the same time, wielding its dip-
lomatic weight to defend the rights of the 
6.5 million Turkish citizens who live abro-
ad. These achievements show that Turkey 
has gained self-confidence and self-esteem, 
and is ready to realize its true potential 
which remained unfulfilled for decades. 
No doubt, these achievements belong to 
us all. This success belongs to our people 
who are ready to sacrifice their lives for 
their country, national will and democracy 
as well as their future and independence 
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our citizens to participate in politics. If the 
Turkish diaspora is not properly represen-
ted in politics and civil society, then its inf-
luence over policies that concern its future 
will be limited. Our non-governmental or-
ganizations in the United Kingdom must 
act keenly to preserve their national ties, 
more so than anywhere else. Thus, we ex-
pect you to be better organized and to act 
in solidarity at all times. Praise be to Allah, 
no obstacle will deter you so long as you do 
not allow hopelessness and lack of confi-
dence in your lives. Nobody can divide you 
if you stand united around the same ideals.

Dear Friends,

I expressed my condolences at the NATO 
Meeting today. Turkey has lost many citi-
zens to terrorism in the last 40 years. Ho-
wever, no one expressed their condolences 
or reached out to us in these many years. 
Those who sent thousands of truckloads 
of weapons, ammunition, tools and equ-
ipment to terrorist organizations did not 
sell us weapons, tools or equipment when 
we were prepared to pay for them. Yet we 
worked hard and we persevered. Bad ne-
ighbors forced us to put our house in order. 

We told those who advised us in our fight 
against terrorism to “keep their own advi-
ce” and we invited those who insisted on 
using the phrase “Islamic terrorism” to 
have a look in the mirror. The word Islam 
comes from the Arabic word “silm”, which 
means “peace”. Islam is a religion of peace. 
One cannot associate our religion of peace 
with terrorism and use the word Islam to 

characterize acts of terrorism. I condemn 
all who use this expression. And I ask them 
this: who killed 51 Muslims while they pra-
yed in New Zealand? It was a Christian. Yet 
do we refer to him as the Christian terro-
rist? Have we ever said anything like that? 
We never have and we never will. Why? 
Because our religion, Islam, would not al-
low it. Let us talk about how we can restore 
the relations between our religions first. 
Some disrespectful leaders of respectable 
countries are unfortunately still using the 
phrase “Islamic terrorism”. This cannot be 
allowed. We cannot accept this. In bilate-
ral meetings, I tell leaders, “to refrain from 
using these expressions because they of-
fend Muslims.”  In our religion, we do not 
“turn the other cheek”, a twisted version of 
which seems acceptable in this context to 
some in Christianity. Similarly, our religion 
does not condone oppression.

Dear Friends,

Turkish community in the United King-
dom can enjoy a stronger political, eco-
nomic, social and cultural presence only 
if our children and young people recei-
ve a good education. It is crucial that our 
children and youth learn their language 
and their culture, and maintain their ties 
to their homeland. However, this is not an 
obstacle preventing integration. It is na-
tural for individuals to feel that they be-
long to more than one country in the age 
of globalization. In this context, expecting 
immigrants to deny their roots in order to 
integrate them with their adopted society 

as they did on the night of July 15. Our co-
untry made progress thanks to a sense of 
mobilization adopted by all of its citizens, 
including the President, bureaucrats, po-
liticians, workers, students, industrialists, 
shopkeepers and its diaspora. I encourage 
you to rest easy. I ask you to have faith in 
Turkey and have confidence in your go-
vernment.

Our country is taking decisive steps to gu-
arantee its future and the future of our re-
gion. Our efforts contribute to building a 
world based on solidarity instead of conf-
lict, justice instead of persecution, and pe-
ace instead of war. All machinations aga-
inst Turkey that include weapons, death, 
pain, blood, oppression and threats are 
unravelling one by one. Those who shame-
fully dared to strong-arm Turkey with ter-
rorism have failed. Our 82 million citizens 
continue their sacred journey in complete 
solidarity, peace and brotherhood.

Dear Brothers,

Dear Citizens,

Turkey and the United Kingdom have a 
history spanning more than four centuri-
es. Our deep-rooted cooperation continu-
es to expand, grow stronger and gain new 
dimensions every day. There is a dynamic 
and productive Turkish community of al-
most half a million in the United Kingdom. 
Your presence builds a human bridge bet-
ween our two countries. The Turkish dias-
pora in this country is much more active 
and organized compared to 15 or 20 years 

ago. The Turkish community plays an ins-
trumental role in the development of our 
relations with the United Kingdom. The 
growing presence of our citizens in trade 
is especially a source of pride for our co-
untry. Turkish entrepreneurs make sig-
nificant contributions to the economy of 
the United Kingdom through the projects, 
partnerships and businesses they establish 
in various industries.

You must be better organized 
and act in solidarity with each 
other 

Thanks to your efforts, we reached and in 
fact exceeded our bilateral trade volume 
target of 20 billion dollars that was deter-
mined at the beginning of 2017. Likewise, 
our tourism numbers are increasing expo-
nentially every year. We hosted two milli-
on 250 thousand tourists from the United 
Kingdom in Turkey last year. This figure 
increased by 13.5 percent and reached 
two million 443 thousand in the first 10 
months of this year. God willing, we will 
reach a new record in tourism by the end 
of 2019. I believe that the momentum we 
captured in the economy, tourism, defense 
industry and investments will continue to 
grow.

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to engage in some self-criticism. We ob-
serve that our citizens are not as success-
ful in politics as they are in economic life. 
However, the unique circumstances in the 
United Kingdom make it imperative for 
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is immoral. To date, assimilation did not 
work anywhere in the world and it will not 
work in the future. 

To ensure the integration of immigrants 
in society, the host community must first 
acknowledge the immigrants and respect 
their rights. We are aware that the United 
Kingdom has an inclusive mindset that is 
exemplary as compared to many Western 
countries. God willing, the Cambridge Mos-
que that we will inaugurate on Thursday 
will be one of the symbols of this mindset. 
I believe that this mosque which was bu-
ilt with contributions from the Presidency 
of Religious Affairs and the efforts of my 
brother Yusuf Islam will be a source of pri-
de for all Muslims living in these lands.

Rising Islamophobia is a 
concern not only for us, but also 
for the Western world as a whole

We are closely following Brexit. Relevant 
Ministries are working hard to ensure that 
our citizens who live and work in the Uni-
ted Kingdom are not adversely affected by 
this process. We place great importance to 
protecting the rights of our citizens post-
Brexit with respect to immigration granted 
on the basis of the association agreement 
between Turkey and the European Union. 
We will continue our close cooperation 
with the United Kingdom authorities on 
this matter in the future.

Unfortunately racism, discrimination and 
Islamophobia are on the rise througho-

ut Europe recently. Far-right movements 
mostly target Muslims and the Turkish 
community. Recent elections in the Euro-
pean Parliament show that identity politics 
is becoming increasingly prevalent across 
Europe. Long-standing prejudice no doubt 
plays a big role in this outcome. Reckless 
remarks by the media and some politicians 
only serve to exacerbate such prejudice. Ri-
sing Islamophobia is a concern not only for 
our citizens, but also for the Western world 
as a whole. Neo-Nazi organizations threa-
ten the peace, security and future of huma-
nity just as much as Daesh and the PKK. 
We must fight against these organizations 
with the same determination we have in 
our fight against Daesh and Al-Qaeda. Ig-
noring and underestimating this problem 
or, even worse, stoking it for political gain 
cannot possibly result in a good outcome 
for anyone.

Dear Brothers, 

We express our outrage against racist 
trends and hate speech on every platform. 
We make every effort on the ground and at 
the negotiating table to protect your rights. 
We expect you to support our efforts by 
making full use of the opportunities pre-
sented by democracy and the rule of law. 
We ask you to stand up to the PKK/YPG 
terrorists and heinous FETO supporters 
who abuse the freedoms in this country. 
Please reveal the true face of these malici-
ous organizations to your counterparts. As 
a Turk living in the United Kingdom, exp-
ress your dismay regarding the tolerance 
shown to these organizations. Emphasize 
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Leaders of Islamic countries, 
Esteemed Ministers, Esteemed Secretary 
General, Vice President of the Islamic 
Development Bank, Distinguished 
Representatives of the Public and Private 
Sector, Dear Brothers, 

I greet you wholeheartedly and with respect. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 

barakatuh 

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Allah 

be upon all of you and all of us.

We Must Combine
Our Strength

Organization of Islamic Cooperation High-Level Public and Private
Investment Conference | Istanbul | December 8, 2019

that these organizations are enemies of 
the United Kingdom as well, and that ter-
rorism threatens the future of all of huma-
nity regardless of country or nationality. 

In the meantime, do not fall into their 
traps. Please do not allow fanatics from 
these terrorist organizations to sway our 
youth. Never lose your vast tolerance 
which sets an example to the world. Do not 
abandon the platforms of law, democracy 
and legitimacy as you fight against any 
injustice you face. Lies and slander 

spread by the supporters of such terrorist 
organizations will be exposed eventually, 
as long as you uphold justice and equality. 
The Republic of Turkey stands by you in 
your efforts. 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
thank you for your hospitality. I would like 
to thank the United Kingdom for always 
supporting our country.

I extend my greetings and respect to every 
one of you. Be safe and may Allah be with 
you. All the best.
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world. Furthermore, Islamic countries are 
located at the center of many global trade 
routes. The Straits of Istanbul and Çanak-
kale that connect the Black Sea to the Me-
diterranean, the Suez Canal that connects 
the Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean, 
and the Strait of Hormuz which connects 
the Persian Gulf to the Indian Ocean are 
only some of these strategic connections. 

However, the share of all Islamic count-
ries in the global economy fails to reach 
even 10 percent, despite this potential. 
Even worse, approximately 21 percent of 
the total population of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation, in other words 
350 million people, are struggling with 
extreme poverty. There are large dispari-
ties in terms of national income and level 
of development between our countries. 
Income levels in the wealthiest Islamic 
country is more than 200 times the inco-
me levels in the poorest Islamic country. 
While one part of our geography enjoys 
luxury and opulence, the rest faces fami-
ne, scarce resources and poverty. The Eu-
ropean Union, which constitutes less than 
seven percent of the global population, 
accounts for more than 22 percent of the 
global economy. The United States alone, 
with only 330 million citizens, accounts 
for 24 percent of the global economy. To-
tal fixed capital investments of the OIC 
member states stand at about 1.5 trillion 
dollars even though fixed capital invest-
ments have surpassed 20 trillion dollars 
globally.

Given these figures, it is clear as day that 
we are faced with a disparity. Therefore, 
we must engage in honest self-criticism. 
Ignoring our problems will do us no good. 
We need to think carefully about why 
we are falling behind in trade, income 
equality, investments and foreign policy 
despite many riches and opportunities 
bestowed upon us by Allah. Instead of 
blaming others for our own problems, we 
must first hold ourselves accountable. We 
should be able to talk about our problems 
openly and sincerely. We must look for 
ways to expand and diversify our coope-
ration, and to increase our trade through 
“win-win” projects. 

Turkey has made extraordinary efforts in 
this context during its Presidency of the 
Islamic Summit in the last three years. We 
made efforts to increase trade and invest-
ment opportunities between Islamic co-
untries and to eliminate any obstacles and 
delays caused by legal procedures. We es-
tablished mechanisms such as High-Level 
Strategic Cooperation Councils, Joint Eco-
nomic Commissions and High-Level Stra-
tegic Committees with many countries 
including the members of the Organizati-
on of Islamic Cooperation. We held wor-
king groups with the themes of “Facilita-
ting Trade and Improving Customs Risk 
Management” and “Food Safety” at the 
34th and 35th COMCEC Meetings, respec-
tively. We focused not only on identifying 
our problems, but also solutions. More 
importantly, we implemented these solu-
tions. In line with my appeal in Istanbul 
in 2016, we completed the establishment 

I would like to welcome you to Istanbul 
and express my gratitude to each of you for 
honoring our meeting with your presence. I 
pray to Allah that this High-Level Public and 
Private Investment Conference held by the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation will 
yield beneficial results for our countries, 
entrepreneurs and the entire Islamic 
world. I would like to thank everyone who 
contributed to the organization of the first 
High-Level Public and Private Investment 
Conference by our Organization, especially 
the office of the Secretary General and 
the Islamic Development Bank. I would 
like to congratulate the Investment Office 
at the Presidency in particular for their 
contributions to the conference.

God willing, you will have many oppor-
tunities for productive discussions and 
consultations in the next two days. You 
will discuss steps we can take to increase 
investments between Islamic countries as 
well as threats and opportunities such as 
trade wars. You will assess the global eco-
nomic outlook and take decisions that will 
guide us as statesmen. I hope that the deci-
sions that will be taken at the conference 
will guide all member countries of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation.

I would like to underline that the decisions 
taken in a sincere environment such as this 
one must also be implemented and acted 
on in order for these consultations to fulfill 
their aim. Therefore, it is very important to 
work together so that we can implement 
the decisions that we discuss and agree on. 
Our meetings will achieve their true poten-

tial only if we implement our decisions. 
This is the way in which our meetings shall 
become platforms for finding solutions to 
the problems of the ummah. Otherwise, 
our work and the decisions taken here will 
have limited effect. God willing, this Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation High-Level 
Public and Private Investment Conference 
which convenes for the first time will set 
an excellent example through our joint ef-
forts. 

Income levels in the wealthiest 
Islamic country is more than 
200 times the income levels in 
the poorest Islamic country

Distinguished Guests,

The Muslim community has an enormous 
human resource of 1.7 billion. Citizens of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
member countries make up approxima-
tely 24 percent of the global population. 
In addition to their large population, Isla-
mic countries have great potential owing 
to an abundance of natural resources and 
their strategic location. I would like to 
share some striking figures with you in 
order to illustrate our true potential. Is-
lamic countries represent 65 percent of 
global oil production, 55 percent of na-
tural gas production, 70 percent of rub-
ber production and 40 percent of known 
uranium deposits. Additionally, Muslims 
produce 93 percent of dates, 35 percent of 
coconuts, 15 percent of wheat, 17 percent 
of rice and 39 percent of all spices in the 
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to purchasing power parity. The macroe-
conomic indicators and the foundations 
of the Turkish economy are quite strong 
and robust. 220 billion dollars of direct in-
vestments received by Turkey since 2002 
is a further testament to its strength. Di-
rect investments to Turkey increased by 
13 percent and reached 13 billion dollars 
in 2018 while global direct investments 
decreased by 13 percent in the same peri-
od. In 2018, Turkey moved up four places 
compared to the previous year in the list 
of 199 countries that received highest le-
vel of foreign investments. 

Turkey decouples in a positive way from 
comparable states with its strong growth 
performance, sound public finances and 
resilience to global shocks. We are one of 
the best-prepared countries against glo-
bal trade wars and fluctuations in the fi-
nancial markets. We are steadily moving 
towards achieving sustainable and balan-
ced growth in the medium and long-term 
with the New Economy Program. We pro-
vide all moral and material investment 
support within our means in order to 
help increase the amount of direct invest-
ments in our country. Our Investment Of-
fice, which operates under the Presidency, 
provides entrepreneurs support before, 
during or after their investment.

We also pay special attention to making 
sure that political tensions with countri-
es regarding regional developments do 
not undermine our commercial coopera-
tion. We do not want our investors or our 
businesspeople to deal with meaningless 

hurdles or artificial obstacles. In our opi-
nion, we must prioritize the prosperity, in-
terests and commercial cooperation of the 
Islamic world over any political agenda.

My Dear Brothers,

Financial conditions and historical ties 
to improve the prosperity and economic 
growth of Islamic countries are extremely 
favorable. The key is to create an effective 
cooperation mechanism between Islamic 
countries and be determined to use this 
mechanism. Some opportunities may be 
missed only once. So, we must combine our 
strength and stand united. We are ready to 
share our means and experience so that we 
can achieve our goals together. Our resour-
ces are at the disposal of our brothers. We 
consider your achievements and the steps 
you take towards sustainable development 
both as our own success and as an achie-
vement for the entire Islamic world. This 
conference offers an opportunity to start 
improving our cooperation and can pave 
the way for new projects in new areas that 
will set an example to the whole world.  

It is unbecoming for a Muslim 
to ignore the problems of his 
brothers

Before I conclude my remarks, I would like 
to repeat the call I made at the 35th COM-
CEC Meeting. As our Great Prophet said, 
“Muslims are like the limbs of a body.” To 
us, the problems facing our brothers are 
problems of our brotherhood as whole, 

procedures for the Istanbul Arbitration 
Center which will settle commercial and 
investment disputes between member co-
untries. God willing, the Arbitration Cen-
ter will become operational this year. I 
hope that the restructuring of the Islamic 
Chambers of Industry, Commerce and Ag-
riculture will also be successfully comple-
ted as soon as possible. 

We place great importance on the initiati-
ves of the Standing Committee on Science 
and Technological Cooperation regarding 
innovation. I consider the work of the Is-
lamic Corporation for the Insurance of In-
vestment and Export Credit at the Islamic 
Development Bank to be very important. 
The work done by the Islamic Corporation 
for the Development of the Private Sector 
and the Islamic Trade Finance Corpora-
tion is also admirable. I would especially 
like to express the importance we attach 
to the Preferential Trade Agreement 
which will expand the market as well as 
the trade volume between member count-
ries. I believe the rapid implementation of 
this agreement by all member countries 
will be very beneficial.

Turkish Airlines flies to more 
destinations than any other 
airline in the world 

Dear Friends, 

The last 17 years were a great success story 
for Turkey in terms of economic achie-
vements and direct investments. We did 

not waver off course despite numerous 
global and regional challenges, and even 
attempts to sabotage our economy last 
year. We achieved an average growth rate 
of 5.5 percent between 2002 and 2018, 
making our country one of the fastest gro-
wing economies in the world. We increa-
sed our exports from 36 billion dollars to 
over 180 billion dollars. We increased our 
trade with Africa by more than six fold in 
the last 15 years through regional initiati-
ves. Our trade with Asia Pacific and Latin 
America increased tenfold in the same pe-
riod. Our total trade volume with ASEAN 
countries increased from just 1.3 billion 
dollars in 2002 to 9.1 billion dollars in 
2018. Turkey moved up 27 places in the 
World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business In-
dex in the last two years. We received 46 
million tourists in 2018 and moved up 
two places among the world’s most attrac-
tive tourism destinations to become sixth 
in the world. We expect to receive more 
than 50 million tourists this year. Our 
banking industry remains strong thanks 
to its technological infrastructure and re-
silience to shocks. The capital adequacy 
ratio of 17 percent in the banking sector 
is well above the international standard 
which is 8 percent. Turkish Airlines flies 
to more destinations than any other airli-
ne in the world with flights to 126 count-
ries and 326 cities. Our young, educated 
and qualified population is a significant 
asset.

Turkey is a member of the G-20 and has 
the 13th largest economy in the world and 
5th largest economy in Europe according 



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5” September 2014 - December 2019Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

487486

Distinguished Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Esteemed Secretary General, Distin-
guished High Commissioner, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,

I would like to greet you on behalf of my 
country and my nation.

I would like to thank the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees Mr. 
Grandi and the Head of the Swiss Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs Mr. Cassis 
for their hospitality. I would like to exp-
ress my gratitude to the Secretary Gene-

Not Even A Fraction Of The 
Energy Spent On Protecting 

Oil Wells Was Spared For The 
Children Fleeing Bombs

Global Refugee Forum | Geneva, Switzerland | November 17, 2019

much like pain from a single limb that can 
be felt in every part of the body. It is un-
becoming for a Muslim to ignore the prob-
lems of his brothers. As you all know, our 
brothers in Durres, Albania were struck 
by an earthquake with a magnitude of 6.4 
on November 26. More than 50 Albanian 
citizens lost their lives and nearly one tho-
usand people were injured. I would like 
to extend my condolences to the relatives 
of those who lost their lives in this tragic 
event and I pray for a quick recovery for 
the injured. 

I have been in contact with my dear fri-
end Prime Minister Rama since the first 
day. Search and rescue teams from AFAD, 
national medical rescue teams from our 
Ministry of Health, the Red Crescent and 
other non-governmental organizations ar-
rived in Albania on the day of the earthqu-
ake to work in the field. Efforts are under-
way to build 500 new houses in Albania.

All 50 member states of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation must work together 
to help Albania get back on its feet. Sen-
ding our best wishes is good, but as the sa-
ying goes: “you can’t taste honey by saying 
honey”, actions must speak louder than 

words. This is our duty as brothers. I beli-
eve the Islamic Development Bank has the 
most important task in this regard. Turkey 
has also taken some steps. However, we 
must all do more. The Prime Minister sent 
letters to many countries. God willing, the-
se countries will also respond to his call. 

An earthquake is one of the most devasta-
ting disasters. Standing with the people of 
Albania at this difficult time is our huma-
nitarian duty. I urge all of you to support 
brotherly Albania in every possible way as 
it recovers from this devastating event.

As I conclude my remarks, I extend my 
best wishes to the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation High-Level Public and Private 
Investment Conference which is held for 
the first time and hope that it will be bene-
ficial for the Islamic world and humanity. I 
would also like to congratulate the organi-
zers who will contribute to this conference 
greatly with their knowledge, experience 
and individual achievements. You can give 
your zakat to Albania.

Finally, I would like to express my pleasure 
in hosting you in Istanbul. May Allah gui-
de and help us all. I salute you wholehear-
tedly. All the best.
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as we offer our own citizens. We could not 
have closed our borders to people who 
were fleeing barrel bombs. They are hu-
man beings just like us. We provide our 
Syrian brothers and sisters access to edu-
cation, healthcare and employment, and 
protect vulnerable groups such as women 
and children in order to help them beco-
me self-sufficient.

We are making every effort to integrate 
Syrians to the Turkish community. We or-
ganize social and cultural activities in ci-
ties where the Syrian population is large 
in order to allow the local population and 
the refugees to get to know each other.  We 
launched various projects to ensure the-
ir self-sufficiency, which is one the four 
main objectives of the Global Compact. 
We completed the legislative framework 
to allow Syrians to obtain work permits. 
We also encourage the employment of 
Syrians by providing incentives to busi-
nesses such as reducing work permit fees.  
We provide language and vocational cour-
ses for refugees in all provinces. Many of 
the Syrians in our country are able to sup-
port themselves today. Our humanitarian 
aid activities are also ongoing. 

The Turkish Red Crescent, AFAD and 
other non-governmental organizations 
work hard to provide psycho-social and 
subsistence support to more than one mil-
lion Syrians in our country. We also provi-
de regular humanitarian aid to displaced 
people in Syrian territory. Turkey places 
great importance on identifying and pro-
tecting refugees in vulnerable situations. 

We established protection desks to res-
pond to the needs of refugees in accordan-
ce with the United Nations vulnerability 
criteria. 

The amount we spent on refugees from 
our national budget has exceeded 40 bil-
lion dollars according to United Nations 
criteria. However, the amount of financi-
al aid we received from the international 
community is very limited. Only 2 billion 
euros out of the 3+3 billion euros promi-
sed by the European Union has reached 
the Syrian refugees. The second 3 billion 
euros was approved only at the end of last 
year.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees for showing solidarity 
with our country. Both Mr. Guterres and 
Mr. Grandi have always supported our co-
untry and acknowledged the significance 
of the problem. 

We place great importance 
on the implementation of the 
Global Compact on Refugees

Dear Guests,

It is clear that the refugee problem can-
not be solved with the best efforts of a 
few host countries such as Turkey alone. 
A sustainable solution to this issue which 
sears our conscience may be found only 
through cooperation on a global scale. 
We observe that the world is still far from 

ral and the High Commissioner for invi-
ting me to this important and meaningful 
event as co-chair.

The international community is faced with 
an unprecedented migrant crisis. There 
are approximately 260 million migrants, 
more than 71 million displaced persons 
and 25 million refugees in the world today. 
This number continues to increase every 
day due to famine, scarce resources, civil 
wars, terrorist attacks and political uncer-
tainties in addition to economic reasons. 
People do not migrate for a better job or 
higher standards of living today; they are 
forced to migrate for survival and to provi-
de for their families and raise their child-
ren. These journeys of hope unfortunately 
end in death and disaster most of the time. 
Twenty thousand people, mostly women 
and children, succumbed to the billowing 
waves of the Mediterranean in the last se-
ven years alone. Thousands of innocent li-
ves were lost in the scorching heat of the 
Sahara Desert.

There is tremendous drama and a sad story 
underlying these developments which we 
generalize as a refugee problem. Bodies 
of small children that wash up on shore is 
reason enough to acknowledge that this 
problem can no longer be ignored. I do not 
speak as the president of a country that 
is far removed from conflict and irregu-
lar migration. I speak as the president of 
a country hosting the highest number of 
refugees in the world according to United 
Nations data.

Turkey is also the most generous country 
in the world in terms of humanitarian aid 
relative to GDP. No country has the luxury 
of assessing the refugee problem as a mat-
ter of proximity today. We share a common 
destiny as the world becomes a global vil-
lage and distances do not mean much any-
more. I hope that our meeting today will 
encourage us to reconsider the refugee 
and migration crisis from a humanitarian 
perspective. I hope that the Global Refugee 
Forum will give hope to all of its victims 
who are watching us.

We could not have closed our 
borders to people fleeing barrel 
bombs

Dear Friends, 

Turkey is one of the countries that is most 
severely affected by the influx of refugees 
and waves of irregular migration. We host 
approximately 5 million refugees, 3.7 mil-
lion of which are Syrian. We adopted an 
open-door policy after the beginning of 
the conflict in Syria and we did not refuse 
anyone who sought refuge in our country. 
We welcomed everyone regardless of the-
ir race, religion, language or ethnicity, 
while countries that had infinitely more 
resources than Turkey set up quotas exp-
ressed in double digits only. Thankfully, 
no tragic event that would marginalize, 
alienate or demonize the refugees in my 
country has occurred, except for a few iso-
lated incidents. We provide our refugees 
with the same means and opportunities 
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on protecting oil wells was spared for the 
children fleeing barrel bombs. 

These grave circumstances led us to take 
the matter into our own hands, especially 
after realizing that we were not going to 
receive any support from the international 
community. We first cleared an area cove-
ring four thousand square kilometers from 
Daesh and YPG/PKK terrorist organizati-
ons with the Operations Euphrates Shield 
and Olive Branch. With the Sochi Agree-
ment, we prevented a great humanitarian 
tragedy that could have affected four milli-
on people in Idlib. We cleared an area 120 
kilometers wide and 30 kilometers deep 
on our Syrian border from all terrorist ele-
ments with Operation Peace Spring which 
we launched on October 9. As a result, we 
freed an area covering 8,200 square kilo-
meters from terrorist organizations. 

Here is my call to the international com-
munity: let us extract oil from these wells 
together. Let us use the money from these 
resources to build houses, schools and hos-
pitals for the victims of this conflict. Howe-
ver, this proposal is turned down. Because 
oil is more valuable to them...

We are hoping to organize  
a Donors’ Conference

These areas are the safest, most peace-
ful regions in Syria despite attacks by the 
YPG/PKK terrorist organization targeting 
civilians. We know that certain groups and 
powers are disturbed by the idea of Syrian 

refugees returning to their homeland sa-
fely and of their own accord. We must not 
allow those who condemned Palestinian 
refugees to years of longing for their home-
land to repeat the same scenario in Syria. 
Where do the Palestinian refugees live to-
day? They live in Jordan and Lebanon. Are 
there any plans to help those refugees re-
turn to their homeland? No. On the cont-
rary, plans are underway to usurp the rest 
of their lands. 

So far, 371 thousand Syrian refugees vo-
luntarily returned to the regions we secu-
red. We believe we can return one million 
initially, if we can realize the project that 
I talked about at the United Nations 74th 
General Assembly Meeting. We hope to re-
alize this project which I shared with the 
Secretary General and the High Commissi-
oner with your contributions and support. 
In this context, we are planning to organize 
a donors’ conference in the near future. We 
believe the support of the United Nations 
in this regard is very important.

Distinguished Guests,

Another way to find a long-lasting solution 
to the refugee crisis is to give refugees an 
opportunity to resettle in third countries. 
Unfortunately, we are also far from the de-
sired level on that front. We observe that 
third country resettlement quotas are seve-
rely limited, especially for refugees in vul-
nerable situations. 

One of the most frequent issues faced by 
refugees is xenophobic and anti-immig-

embracing the refugee issue. We place 
great importance on the implementati-
on of the Global Compact on Refugees 
which was adopted last year. I hope that 
the Global Refugee Forum will be instru-
mental in implementing the Compact. 

On the other hand, hosting the refugees 
within our borders cannot be the only 
solution to the Syrian refugee crisis. Ot-
her countries are obliged to share this 
responsibility with Turkey, which has 
been bearing this burden alone on behalf 
of the international community for the 
past nine years. We need to implement 
formulas that will keep refugees in the-
ir homeland and allow those in our co-
untry to return. The right of the refugees 
to return to their homeland, from which 
they were forced to f lee, is indisputable. 
Return of refugees to Syria after establis-
hing long-lasting stability and normalcy 
is just as important as fighting against 
terrorism. I discussed these issues with 
many leaders and heads of state. When I 
propose “to establish a safe zone in nort-
hern Syria”, they all reply “very well” be-
cause the existence of a terror corridor 
in the region is undeniable. But when we 
say, “the project is ready, give us some 
support and let us act at once”, all these 
world leaders who sit on mountains of 
money just smile back.

There are people who set out from Afgha-
nistan to Iran and, from there, try to go 
to Greece and Europe. We have no choi-
ce but to send them back to Afghanistan. 
The Prime Minister of Pakistan Imran 

Khan also mentioned the issue of refuge-
es leaving Afghanistan for Pakistan. The 
numbers are very high. 

I would also like to refer to the issue of 
Myanmar, Arakan. It is impossible to ig-
nore what is happening in that country. 
Famine and poverty run rampant, and 
people have no shelter. Any country who 
cares the slightest about “human beings” 
must help these innocent people. We sho-
uld not leave the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees alone in this matter.

Many of our Western friends preferred to 
view the issue of irregular migration ori-
ginating from Syria solely based on their 
security and interests. It was believed, er-
roneously, that barbed wires would pro-
tect Europe from the influx of refugees. 
We even heard suggestions such as sin-
king refugee boats in the Mediterranean 
which I am sure the world will remember 
with great shame in the future. They sunk 
these boats using spears and buried pe-
ople in the waters of the Mediterranean. 
We have seen certain politicians, especi-
ally from racist parties, perpetrate hatred 
against refugees to garner votes. Terrorist 
organizations that attack our borders and 
engage in ethnic cleansing in Syria were 
supported under the pretext of fighting 
against Daesh. This graffiti in Aleppo sum-
marizes very well the human tragedy that 
has been going on in Syria for nine years: 
“The world would have intervened imme-
diately had oil, and not blood, run in the 
veins of children who died in Syria.” Inde-
ed, not even a fraction of the energy spent 
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim 

Distinguished Heads of State and Go-
vernment, Esteemed Ministers, Distin-
guished Guests, My Dear Brothers,

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh 

May the peace, mercy and blessings of 
Allah be upon you.

I greet you with love and respect. I extend 
my heartfelt greetings to our friends all 
over Asia and the world. I bring greetings 
and love from every single one of your 82 
million brothers and sisters in Turkey.

For Two Centuries, Muslims 
Suffered Because They Did Not 

Face Their Problems With Courage

Opening of the Kuala Lumpur Summit
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia | December 19, 2019

rant rhetoric that has been on the rise re-
cently. It is shameful to exploit the trage-
dies of people who had to leave everything 
behind and stoke prejudice against them 
as a means to pursue political gains. Ke-
eping Palestinian refugees under check 
with poverty and famine by cutting off the-
ir aid is also an inhumane course of action. 
It is important to combat discriminatory 
policies and promote the integration of re-
fugees in society to ensure social cohesion 
and peace and to overcome this crisis. Our 
country makes special effort to use social 
media and the press to correct false myths 
and challenge the negative perception and 
prejudice about refugees. I believe that the 
Global Refugee Forum which convenes for 

the first time will be an opportunity for us 
to acknowledge our “shared responsibility 
for our common future” and help improve 
the living standards of refugees. 

We will continue to do our best as the des-
cendants of a people who protected Jews 
fleeing the inquisition in the 15th century 
and who were known to have said three 
centuries ago, “I will give up my throne, I 
will give up my crown, but I will not hand 
over people who take refuge in my co-
untry.”

As I end my remarks with these thoughts, 
I would like to extend my thanks to the 
Secretary General and the High Commis-
sioner.
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Dear Brothers, 

Located in the middle of Asia, Europe and 
Africa, our country is affected directly or 
indirectly by almost every event in the 
region. We host 3 million 700 thousand 
brothers and sisters who are fleeing from 
war, persecution and terrorist organiza-
tions in neighboring Syria. We also act as 
ansar to hundreds of thousands of refuge-
es from Iraq to Afghanistan in addition to 
the Syrian refugees. I travelled to the Kuala 
Lumpur Summit from the Global Refugee 
Forum organized for the first time under 
the leadership of the United Nations. Du-
ring that meeting in Geneva, I drew atten-
tion to the humanitarian tragedies in Syria 
and our region. I expressed that we must 
solve these global issues conscientiously 
and with a focus on humanity instead of 
adopting an interest-based approach.

In recent years, we have been drawing at-
tention to the problems faced by humanity, 
and especially Muslims, in every platform 
we are associated with. We always state 
that problems cannot be solved by words 
only, and that we need mechanisms to re-
solve injustices as well as the will to put 
these mechanisms into action. We say that 
the world order needs to be restructured 
on the basis of justice and fairness. The 
current world order which was established 
by the victors of World War II in order to 
protect their own interests has outlived its 
usefulness. 

Platforms such as the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation that bring the Islamic 

world together must also be reformed to 
increase their effectiveness. We must qu-
estion our methods and steer ourselves 
towards a future where we have a say in 
global matters, instead of dwelling on our 
past. We put a great deal of emphasis on 
these matters during our 3 years as the Pre-
sident of the Organization of Islamic Coo-
peration. In addition to identifying and tal-
king about our problems, we made efforts 
to personally follow up on our decisions 
and to implement them. We fought to pro-
tect the dignity of Jerusalem and Palestine 
against the unlawful harassment of the Is-
raeli administration. We opposed many in-
justices happening in Turkestan, Kashmir, 
Yemen, Libya and Arakan. We carried out 
projects to utilize the potential of the Isla-
mic world, increase our trade, and streng-
then our cooperation in technology and 
finance. We organized a High-Level Public 
and Private Sector Investment Conference 
and a Ministerial Conference on Social De-
velopment for the first time in the history 
of the Organization. 

We also caused a great deal of annoyance 
to certain groups that benefited from the 
division, lethargy and indecisiveness of 
the Islamic world. These people used terro-
rism and unrest as a tool to manipulate our 
countries and further their secret agendas. 
They tried to divert us from our path by 
using their FETO proxies and missionaries 
who pretended to be Muslim. They slande-
red my country and myself through nume-
rous international media outlets on their 
payroll. They attempted to surround our 
country with a terror corridor by sending 

I am excited to be here on the occasion of 
the Kuala Lumpur Summit held at leaders 
level for the first time this year under the 
leadership of Malaysia. First of all, I would 
like to express my gratitude to the Prime 
Minister of Malaysia, my dear friend Tun 
Dr. Mahathir bin Mohamad, for his kind 
invitation and sincere hospitality on behalf 
of my country, my nation, and my delega-
tion. I would like to welcome the academi-
cians, politicians, valuable representatives 
of non-governmental organizations and 
all participants who came to our meeting 
from different corners of the Islamic world. 
I would like to emphasize that the experi-
ence, observations and criticism of each 
of our brothers here are invaluable for me 
and your brothers in Turkey. I hope that the 
Kuala Lumpur Summit will strengthen our 
solidarity and the unity of the ummah.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

God willing, we will have the opportunity to 
talk about many issues such as Islamopho-
bia, terrorism and the divisions and inter-
nal conflicts we suffer from today. We will 
assess possible opportunities for cooperati-
on in the fields of sustainable development, 
security, defense, trade, investment, techno-
logy and the internet. We will discuss pos-
sible solutions to these issues that concern 
the future of our citizens, based on our col-
lective wisdom. We will discuss the current 
situation, resources and the potential of the 
Islamic world which make up a quarter of 
the world’s population with 1.7 billion pe-
ople. We will also address the issues that 
prevent the Islamic world from realizing 

its potential. I offer my gratitude to all my 
brothers here who have shared or will sha-
re their ideas for creating a stronger, more 
prosperous and economically independent 
Islamic world.

I find it useful to highlight one very upset-
ting problem. The biggest problem with the-
se platforms that bring the Islamic world 
together on a regular basis is the lack of 
implementation. This is the reason why we 
made no progress in the Palestinian issue, 
why we fail to stop the exploitation of our 
resources, and why our geography is torn 
into pieces by others using sectarianism. 
The Islamic world is not weak or helpless. 
The Holy Quran orders us dozens of times 
to use our minds. Our Prophet says that 
those who have faith have prudence and 
foresight; they do not repeat a mistake 
they make once. If a significant part of the 
Muslim community is still struggling with 
famine, poverty and ignorance despite the 
riches, oil, a large population and the wealth 
of natural resources bestowed on us by Al-
lah, we must first look to ourselves. Blaming 
others for our problems would be taking the 
easy way out. Muslims have suffered for the 
past two centuries because they never faced 
their problems and always avoided challen-
ges. I believe that we can create change if we 
begin to implement our decisions. I hope 
that the Kuala Lumpur Summit will be the 
beginning of a new era in this respect.

The end of the current world 
order is imminent
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the worlds. Let us not forget that in every 
crisis, there is an opportunity. Allah will 
bestow His blessings upon us so long as we 
stand united as brothers and focus on our 
future instead of dwelling on our past. 

Our responsibility is not to be angry at the 
darkness, but to be a beacon of light that 
will pierce that darkness. The crises we 
face indicate that the Muslim world needs 
a shake-up or an awakening. We must close 
ranks even tighter in line with the hadith 
of our Prophet, “mercy in unity, punish-
ment in division”. We must focus on pro-
jects that will allow us to help each other 
and realize our true potential. We need to 
develop our cooperation in areas of high 
strategic importance, especially defense, 
energy and advanced technology. There 
are many steps we can take in a short time, 
such as trading in national currencies, ma-
king investments, rebuilding the instituti-
on of zakat, and eliminating bilateral trade 
barriers.

God willing, we will share some concrete 
suggestions regarding these ideas in the 
next session. I would like you to know that 
we are ready to share all of our resources 
and experience in order to reach this goal 
and ideal. I pray that Allah will never sepa-
rate us from the light of the Quran and the 
blessed path of our Prophet. 

At the end of my remarks, I would like to 
express my wish for the Kuala Lumpur 
Summit to be beneficial for everyone. I of-
fer my thanks to my dear friend and a very 
wise man, the Prime Minister of Malaysia, 
Tun Mahathir Mohamad. I extend my sin-
cerest regards to my Malaysian brothers 
who have always shown us their love.

I greet you all with respect and affection. 
May Allah bless you.

weapons to terrorist organizations with 
thousands of trucks and planes. They tri-
ed to silence Turkey inside and outside our 
borders with every means available inclu-
ding slander, coups and economic terro-
rism. Praise be to Allah, we did not fall for 
any of their traps. We talk about Palestine, 
Gaza, Arakan, Libya, Somalia, Egypt and 
Syria when they try to silence us. We shout 
“The world is bigger than 5” when they try 
to intimidate us. We embrace our brothers 
even more closely when they work hard to 
divide us. We fight against all terrorist or-
ganizations without exception in spite of 
their attempts to legitimize terrorism. We 
are chasing PKK/YPG terrorists from the 
regions they occupy one by one, much like 
the way we cornered Daesh, the despicable 
murderers of our Muslim brothers in Syria. 
We draw attention to Neo-Nazi terrorism, 
which is intentionally trivialized on many 
platforms, and emphasize the importance 
of fighting against such organizations. God 
willing, we will carry on with our efforts 
with the same determination in the future.

Muslims waste their energy on 
meaningless internal strife

Dear Brothers,

Figures representing our relations are 
far below our potential in almost every 
field such as trade, politics, foreign policy, 
defense industry and technology. The 
share of all Islamic countries in the global 
economy fails to reach even 10 percent. 
Income level in the wealthiest Islamic 

country is more than 200 times the income 
level in the poorest Islamic country. 
Islamic countries possess 59 percent 
of global oil reserves and 58 percent of 
natural gas reserves. However, 350 million 
brothers are struggling to survive under 
extreme poverty. The share of Muslims, 
who constitute a quarter of the global 
population, in global health expenditure 
is merely four percent. Literacy rate in 
the Islamic world is around 70 percent 
compared to the global rate of 82.5 percent. 
Islamic countries allocate only 3.7 percent 
of their GDP to education while this ratio 
is 4.8 percent in other countries. Currently, 
94 percent of the people killed in conflicts 
around the world are Muslims. One out of 
every three weapons sold in the world goes 
to the Middle East. Muslims turn on each 
other over trivial matters most of the time 
and spend their resources on weapons 
instead of education, health or research 
and development. The Western arms 
dealers become even richer as a result. 

We are unfortunately wasting our energy 
on internal strife in an era where the rest of 
the world discusses artificial intelligence, 
quantum computing and robotics. I am 
aware that no leader here who bears the 
responsibility of millions of Muslims is 
happy with the current state of affairs.

However, we are believers of a religion 
that heralds “a relief with every difficulty”. 
We are the ummah of a Prophet who says, 
“Even if the end of time is upon you and 
you have a seedling in your hand, plant it.” 
It is not becoming of a Muslim to give up 
hope. Never lose hope in Allah, the Lord of 




